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• FIRST N A T I O N A L ASA CONFERENCE: Dates, major speakers and a good
deal of the program for the American Studies Association's first "solo"
convention are now set, and readers of the Journal should receive a preliminary announcement at about the same time that this issue reaches them.
For those who don't, here are some details: the dates are October 26-28,
1967; the place, the Hotel President in Kansas City, Missouri. This is a
medium sized hotel; the committee's thought was to pick one which had good
facilities, but which was small enough so that a convention our size could
dominate i t . We have tried out the various rooms which we w i l l be using,
and, while the decor is, shall we say, whimsical, the place seems highly
satisfactory.
Oscar Handlin and John Hope Franklin will be the major speakers, Handlin
speaking on Thursday evening, and Franklin after the big banquet Friday
night. Also involved in the program in one way or another are Richard
Wade, Ray Browne, Henry Wasser, James V i t e l l i , Robert Walker, Allen S.
Wei 1er, Wayne Carver, Paul Carter, E. McClung Fleming, Arthur P.
Dudden, Russel N y e , Thomas D. Clark, John B. Foster, Alexander Kern,
Raven R. McDavid, Stuart Levine and Hennig Cohen.
The conference is divided into three main sections, each "set off" by a
theme paper, followed by a number of sessions on more specialized subdivisions of the theme topics.
Friday morning, the theme is Changes in
Urban Society, followed by sessions on urban folklore, urban planning and
racial minorities.
In the afternoon, the theme is "The Artist in Society,"
followed by three sessions on various aspects of that topic. Friday also i n cludes a "Kansas City Luncheon" at which the major speaker w i l l be Homer
Wadsworth, and a session on American Studies programs abroad. On Saturday,
the various chapters of the ASA w i l l hold individual breakfasts. The general session has as its theme "Changes in Rural Society," with discussion
sections on topics like "Changes in the South." Later on Saturday morning,
there will be a session on scholarly journals in American Studies with some
of the editors of a number of these journals on the panel. At 12:30 comes
an American Studies Association luncheon, and in the afternoon, a calendar
for trips and visitations has been arranged.
Local museums and cultural
establishments plan events relevant to the conference.
A job placement center w i l l be available throughout the conference; it is
being managed by Robert Lucid, of the national ASA Office at the University of Pennsylvania; inquiries about it should go to him.
A significant portion of the financing of the convention is through a series
of informal agreements with Mr. George Winslow, Director of the M u l t i -
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Purpose Training Center, the regional coordinating agency for the various
programs of the O E O .
He is aware of the criticism from academics, i n t e l lectuals a n d , frequently, members of various "underprivileged" groups that
the activities of the War on Poverty have often failed to take into account
cultural matters — ethnic patterns, the sense of community in many l o w income areas, and justifiable social diversities. His thought is to use r e l e vant portions of our program to brief members of his staff on what we know
about these issues. Because two-thirds of the program is of potential interest to War on Poverty personnel, his office plans to give us a hand with
expenses connected with bringing certain of our speakers here. Moreover,
through an informal agreement to purchase copies of relevant symposia
which we produce, he is in effect doing a great deal to help us get our
American Studies publications series r o l l i n g .
It seems to me that we have here a great opportunity to make our field
socially useful without in any sense sacrificing scholarly q u a l i t y . The truth
is that many men working in American Studies are dealing with problems of
immediate national concern, and, when we encounter an administrator of
government policy as imaginative and game as is M r . Winslow, it seems
proper to make every effort to make the results of our own thought and i n vestigation available to him and to his colleagues. The chairmen of those
sections of the program which seem relevant to areas which are the proper
concern of the War on Poverty have been notified of this arrangement, and
urged to explain it to their speakers, so that these people w i l l take into
account in preparing their papers, that in their audience are practical
workers in the f i e l d , interested in making use of the best current point
of v i e w .
The chairmen have also been urged to place their speakers in
touch with one another, with an eye to producing as much unity in the v a r i ous symposia as possible, so that, if the papers are collected for publication,
the result w i l l be coherent and integrated discussions.
• Two graduate schools currently require a l l American Studies graduate students to subscribe to MAS J . An admirable idea, which we commend to your
a t t e n t i o n . Students enrolled in work leading to degrees in the field c e r t a i n ly should feel sufficient professional commitment to it to subscribe to the two
journals in the f i e l d , M A S J and American Quarterly. This is good for us, of
course, since we like circulation. It is also good for them: the articles are
good, and provide models for interdisciplinary scholarship.
• Here is the program for the twelfth annual meeting of the Midcontinent
American Studies Association at Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa, Saturday, April 1 , 1967:
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Morning Session
Chairman: Harry Oster (English and Folklore),
State University of Iowa
"The 'Spider-Web Conspiracy': The
Radical Right in the 1920's"
Allan F. Davis (History),
University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri
"Ezra Pound and the Bollingen Prize Controversy"
Robert A. Corrigan (English), State University of Iowa
"The American: Typical and Heroic*'
Martin F. Hasting, S.J. (American Studies),
St. Louis University
Luncheon
Presiding: Nicholas Joost, MASA past president
Southern Illinois University
Presidential Address: "Lessons from Editing"
Leon T. Dickinson (English),
University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri
MASA Business Meeting
Afternoon Session
Chairman: Clinton Keeler (English),
Oklahoma State University
"Transition : Materials and Their Uses in
American Architecture and Engineering"
Donald I. McKeown (Architectural Engineering),
Iowa State University
"Civil War Music: An Overview"
Dudley T. Cornish (History),
Kansas State College, Pittsburg, Kansas
"American Humor in France"
James C. Austin (English),
Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville

