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ON THE COVER: A woodcut likeness of the Emperor Commodus, 
based upon an ancient coin, from Jacobus de Strada, Imperatorum 
romanorum omnium- orientalium et occidentalium verissimae imagines 
ex antiquis numismatibiis (1559). From the Summerfield Collection, 
Spencer Research Library, University of Kansas. 

American Studies offers a free subscription to the first reader (earliest 
postmark) who can explain a connection between a bust of Commodus 
and American Studies. We say "a connection" rather than "the connec
tion" out of respect for the erudition of our clientele. We know of at 
least one connection: perhaps there are others. Results announced in 
a future MASA Bulletin. 
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