
american studies 
an interdisciplinary journal sponsored by the Midcontinent 
American Studies Association and the University of Kansas 

stuart levine, editor 

associate editors: 
david m. katzman, History, University of Kansas 
t imothy miller, Religious Studies, University of Kansas 

editorial board 
hamilton cravens , Chairman, History, Iowa State University 
warren trench, contributing editor, American Studies, Indiana 

University-Purdue University at Indianapolis 
g e o r g e ehr l ich , Art and Art History, University of Missouri-Kansas 

City (1985) 
david g r i m s t e d , History, University of Maryland (1986) 
t h e o d o r e hovet , English, University of Northern Iowa (1985) 
r ichard lOWitt, History, Iowa State University (1985) 
John mode l l , History, University of Minnesota (1983) 
lillian SChlissel , American Studies, Brooklyn College (1986) 
mar i e ne sp r inge r , English, University of Missouri-Kansas City 

(1983) 
max Skid m o r e , College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Eastern New 

Mexico University (1985) 
ba r ton St. a r m a n d , American Studies, Brown University (1984) 

graduate editorial a s s i s t a n t s : Nancy M. Kuemmerlein, Kathleen 
Collins Beyer, Sarah Burt 

b u s i n e s s managers: Sarah Burt, Mary E. Ailor 

undergraduate assistant: Mary E. Ailor 

officers of the masa 
president: Haskell Springer, English, University of Kansas 
vice-president: Albert Stone, American Civilization, University of 

Iowa 
acting executive secretary: James Hippen, History, Luther College 

editor Stuart Levine, English, University of Kansas 

Copyright © Midcontinent American Studies Association, 1982. 
Address business correspondence to the Business Manager and all 
editorial correspondence to the Editor. Contributors should submit 
two copies including the ribbon copy and a 100-word abstract, return 
postage and a self-addressed, stamped manuscript-sized envelope. 
Please include name and affiliation only on the title page. 
ISSN 0026-3079. Instructions for making copies of articles appear on 
inside front cover. 



ON THE COVER: Oliver Evans' Steam-Dredge, from an illustration printed 
with the permission of the Historical Society of Philadelphia. Oliver Evans 
(1755-1819) inaugurated the use of high-pressure steampower in the 
United States (parallel with Richard Trevitheck, 1771-1833, in England). 
Evans constructed the first steam-dredging machine at a time when there 
were probably not more than six steam engines in the United States. His 
"Orukter Amphibolis," pictured on the cover, was the first steam-dredger 
with a bucket-chain, and was built for the Philadelphia docks. The 
machine's name, from the Greek, means "amphibious digger" (or 
"miner")—"amphibious" because it operated on land or water. In 1804, 
Evans fascinated Philadelphia by taking his amphibious steam-dredge on 
a land-trip around Philadelphia's Centre Square (site of the Water Works/ 
Pump House) before chugging this "Orukter Amphibolis" into the Dela
ware River. The illustration is from a much later newspaper clipping (from, 
it seems, the 1920's); the Historical Society of Philadelphia has no further 
information about its source. See Joseph J. Feeney's article on "modern
ized Philadelphia" in the novels of Charles Brockden Brown, p. 25. 
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