May 12, 2009

Dear American Studies,

Please consider this article manuscript for publication.  It illustrates the expanse of the social justice movements of the mid-twentieth century by detailing the evolution of Princeton University’s admission policies and the impact of black student protest.  After refusing to officially admit black students for nearly two centuries, Princeton University met up with the Civil Rights and Black Power movements.  The confrontation resulted in not only the admission of black students, but also the university’s reconsideration of its curricular and economic investment policies.  Sacrificing their opportunity for mainstream success, Princeton’s race-conscious black students demonstrated against the Ivy League university’s ties to apartheid South Africa by taking over campus buildings.  With the assistance of the students and a liberal-minded university president, Princeton began to shed its cultural image as the southern-most institution of the Ivy League.  
I assert that in studying the evolution of Princeton’s race relations there is much to be learned about the invasiveness of the Civil Rights and Black Power movements.  Furthermore, doing so allows one to see how young black people were able to affect the policy decisions of America’s oldest institutions.  I also believe that this article should be of interest to scholars and readers from various backgrounds, including:  Recent U.S. history, African American history, Civil Rights history, American Studies, African American Studies, African Studies, and higher education policy.  If you have any questions about the manuscript, please feel free to contact me.  Thank you for your consideration.
Best regards,

Stefan Bradley, Ph.D.

Asst. Professor

Dept. of History/African American Studies

3800 Lindell Blvd.

St. Louis University

(314) 977-3229

sbradle7@slu.edu 
