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52 Darcie Little Badger

The week you died,
two men felled the old red maple
that once lived outside my bedroom window,
exposing memories
rippling outward until
the abrupt edge of life.
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beside the trunk,
I counted back annual rings to
the season of your birth.
A moment of rest,
latewood cradled by the growth of gentle springs.
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Will there come a day C
when I cannot find \=A
W, and take solace







