CONTRIBUTORS

Donna Doan Anderson (she/her) is a PhD candidate in the departments of His-
tory and Asian American studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara. Her
research examines how the U.S. heartland operates as an Asian American space
by examining the role of exclusion within land policy, immigration, and construc-
tions of rurality. In addition to research, she serves as the Assistant Editor for the
Journal of Asian American Studies and as the graduate student representative
for the Association of Asian American Studies’ History section. At UCSB, she is
actively involved in the Asian/American Studies Collective and the EXITO program.

M. Bianet Castellanos is the Director of the Institute for Advanced Study and
Distinguished McKnight University Professor and Distinguished University Teach-
ing Professor of American Studies at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. A
community-engaged scholar, she has collaborated with Latina/o/x communities in
Minnesota and with Maya communities in Mexico and California. Her works include
Indigenous Dispossession: Housing and Maya Indebtedness in Mexico (Stanford
University Press 202 1) and A Return to Servitude: Maya Migration and the Tourist
Trade in Cancun (University of Minnesota Press 2010), as well as the antholo-
gies Detours: Travel and the Ethics of Research in the Global South (University
of Arizona Press 2019) and Comparative Indigeneities of the Américas: Toward a
Hemispheric Approach (University of Arizona Press 2012).

Neill Gabrielle Esquibel-Kennedy is a fourth-generation union member from
the working-class, Mexican American neighborhood of Oakland in Topeka, Kan-
sas. She received her undergraduate degree in American Studies with a minor
in Latinx Studies and is now currently a PhD candidate in American Studies, all
at the University of Kansas (KU). Her research interests include the intersections
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of race, space, and place, immigration, settler colonialism, and racial capitalism.
Her dissertation, "Becoming Mexican Kansas: A Genealogy of Racial Capitalism
and Community-Building” argues for a complicated and contradictory story of
community-building in the context of the continued movement through and
negotiation of the institutions like workplaces, schools, family, and the Catholic
church, that shaped people’s daily lives and inspired their dreams. She currently
teaches courses in the American Studies Department and Latinx Studies Program
at KU and is an adjunct professor in the Humanities Department at the Kansas
City Art Institute.

JessicaLopezLyman, Ph.D.is aninterdisciplinary performance artist and Xicana
feminist scholar whose work centers Black, Indigenous and People of Colors' radi-
calimaginations to build alternative spaces to heal and cultivate new worlds. She
researches Midwestern Chicana/ox and Latina/o/x experiences, social movements,
and arts engagement. Lopez Lyman is an Assistant Professor in the Department
of Chicano and Latino Studies at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.

Giang Nguyen-Dien is a Ph.D. candidate in American Studies at University of
Kansas. Her dissertation centers the Vietnamese refugee figures to explore the
imprints of U.S. military imperialism in Asia-Pacific in the dynamics of racial abjec-
tion, capitalist exploitation, and color-coded citizenship within U.S. social fabrics.

Christopher Perreira is an associate professor of Ethnic Studies at UC San Di-
ego. Chris is the author of Archiving Medical Violence: Consent and the Carceral
State, published by the University of Minnesota Press. He was a Ford Foundation
Postdoctoral Fellow at UCLA's Chicano Studies Research Centerin 2017-18 and
an associate professor of American Studies at the University of Kansas. He serves
as co-editor of the journal American Studies.

Kong Pheng Pha is assistant professor of gender and women'’s studies and
Asian American studies at the University of Wisconsin—-Madison. His research and
writing focuses on the intersections of Asian American organizing, racialization,
and sexualization. His current book manuscript, Ends of Culture: Transmutations
of Belonging in Hmong America, explores the racial, gendered, sexual, and queer
dimensions of Hmong social and political life in the US.

Thomas Xavier Sarmiento (they & he) is an award-winning Associate Profes-
sor of English and Affiliated Faculty Member of Gender, Women, and Sexuality
Studies at Kansas State University. Tom specializes in diasporic Filipinx American
literature and media cultures, queer-feminist theories, and cultural representa-
tions of the US Midwest. Their research appears in the journals Alon: Journal for
Filipinx American and Diasporic Studies; Amerasia Journal, MELUS: Multi-Ethnic
Literature of the United States; and Women, Gender, and Families of Color and in
the edited collections Asian American Feminisms and Women of Color Politics,
Curricular Innovations: LGBTQ Literatures and the New English Studies, The Oxford
Encyclopedia of Asian American Literature and Culture, Q & A: Voices from Queer
Asian North America, Race in American Television: Voices and Visions that Shaped
a Nation, The SAGE Encyclopedia of Filipina/x/o American Studies, and Sparked:
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George Floyd, Racism, and the Progressive lllusion. They are completing a book
manuscript that queers the US heartland and Filipinx diaspora through literary,
visual, and archival representations of Filipinxs in the Midwest.

Jane Simonsen s Professor of History and Gender Studies and Richard A. Swan-
son Chair of Social Thought at Augustana College in Rock Island, lllinois, where
she recently helped to develop an undergraduate major in American Studies
offered through the Augustana Prison Education Program (APEP). She is the au-
thor of Making Home Work (University of North Carolina Press, 2006) and several
articles and book chapters, including two in the edited volume Gender, Race and
Power in the Indian Reform Movement (University of New Mexico Press, 2020).
She earned a PhD in American Studies from the Univeristy of lowa and served as
MAASA President from 2008-2011.

Nicolyn Woodcock (PhD, Miami University) directs the Asian and Native Ameri-
can Center at Wright State University. She is trained in 20th century American,
multiethnic, and Asian American literary studies and her research interests include
transpacific US empire, intimacy, war stories, and food studies. She is especially
interested in narratives emerging from the spaces and legacies of US war and
militarism in Asia since the late 19th century. Her articles include "Tasting the
'Forgotten War™ in the Journal of Asian American Studies and "Narratives of Inti-
macy in Asian American Literature” in the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Asian
American Literature and Culture; and she was recently featured in the project "Asian

in Ohio," by the Toledo, Ohio-based media group Midstory.







