
M A S A B U L L E T I N 

* FIRST N A T I O N A L ASA CONFERENCE: The Midcont inent Amer ican Studies 

Associat ion w i l l serve as host chapter for the f irst nat ional convent ion of the 

Amer ican Studies Associat ion; ASA in the past has always had its major 

meetings in con junct ion w i th one of the "d i sc ip l i na ry " organizat ions. A g o o d 

deal o f commendable and creat ive planning has gone into the design of the 

meetings; the hope is to produce sections of unusual coherence, 

Professors George Ehrl ich of the Univers i ty of Kansas C i t y at Missouri and 
Jerzy Hauptmann of Park Col lege, Parkv i l le , Missouri are serving as c o - c h a i r ­
men of the meet ing, w i th Robert Lucid prov id ing liason w i t h the nat ional o f f ice 
in Ph i lade lph ia , The committee chairmen are as fo l lows: 

At tendance: Mar t in F. Hast ing, S . J . (Saint Louis Univers i ty) 

Displays and Exhibits: Peter H i l f y (Southeast Missouri State Col lege) 

Finance: Edward F. Gr ie r (Universi ty of Kansas) 

Major Speakers: Stuart Levine (Universi ty of Kansas) 

Operat ions: Warren French (Universi ty of Missouri at Kansas C i ty ) 

Norman Yetman (Universi ty of Kansas) 

Placement Service: Robert Lucid (Universi ty of. Pennsylvania) 

Program: John Flanagan (Universi ty of I l l ino is) 

Publications: Stuart Levine (Universi ty of Kansas) 

Pub l ic i ty and Advert isement: James N i c k e l l (Park Col lege) 

Program Publishing: Nicho las Joost (Universi ty of Southern I l l inois at 

Edwardsvi l le) 

Trips and Vis i tat ions: Kenneth J . LaBudde (Universi ty of Missouri at 

Kansas C i t y ) . 

Conference treasurer is M r . Irv in Youngberg of the Endowment Associat ion at 

the Univers i ty of Kansas. 

The conference w i l l take place at the Hotel President in Kansas C i t y , Missouri 

on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, October 26 -28 , 1967. There w i l l , for the 

first t ime , be a spec i f i ca l ly -Amer ican-Stud ies "mea t -marke t , " a placement 

service for department chairmen and job candidates. 

The structure of the program is unusual . There w i l l , o f course, bea.coup leof 
addresses by major speakers. There w i l l also be a series of " theme" papers 
del ivered by w e l l - k n o w n scholars in d i f ferent f i e lds . These w i l l be fol lowed, 
in the section meetings, by papers from people in d i f ferent discipl ines whose 
subjects "cross" those o f the " theme" speakers in some s ign i f icant w a y . The 
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authors of these papers w i l l in no sense be "discussants" of the theme papers; 

theirpapers rather w i l l be the results of independent, though re la ted , research. 

The idea is to avo id those two situations which make so many scholar ly c o n ­
ventions so deadly: the sessions in which a stream o f br ight young men t rot 
across the stage reading papers unrelated to one another and of interest on ly 
to specialists very close to the i r own f ields of invest igat ion; and the sessions 
in wh ich a major paper is fol lowed by a series of commentaries by commentators 
who a l l too of ten have nothing to say, or feel that they must f ind something to 
nag about . The authors o f the " theme" papers w i l l be required to submit the i r 
talks to Professor Flanagan we l l in advance, so that copies may be d is t r ibuted 
to interested scholars in related f i e lds . The structure of these sessions, t hen , 
should in i tsel f help reinforce the in terd isc ip l inary nature of our profession. 
ASA members interested in appearing on the program should contact Professor 
Flanagan so that they can be sent copies of the theme papers when they are 
ready. 

An ed i to r ia l apparatus has been erected to review al I papers read before nat ional 
ASA convent ions. Foundation support is being sought to underwri te p u b l i c a ­
t ion of any of these symposia wh ich seem especia l ly s ign i f icant and coherent . 
A related Amer ican Studies Monograph Series is also establ ished, under the 
general editorship of Stuart Levine at the Univers i ty o f Kansas. 

• A let ter from Alexander S. Birkos informs us that " for a number o f y e a r s . . . 
MASJ has been abstracted regular ly k i Histor ical Abstracts and Amer ica : 
History and L i f e . 

• Dates for the annual meet ingof the Midcont inent Amer ican Studies Associat ion 
have been announced. The conference w i l l happen at Iowa State Univers i ty in 
Ames on Apr i l 1st, 1967, w i th a meeting o f the Executive Committee and the 
Editor ial Board in the same c i t y on the evening of March 31 . Norr is Yates 
is chairman of the program; he has the fo l l ow ing informat ion on part ic ipants 
and subjects: A l l e n H . Davis of the Univers i ty of Missour i , speaking on the 
spiderweb conspiracy: the radical r ight i n the 1920's; Mar t in F. Hast ing, Saint 
Louis Un ivers i ty , the Amer ican: t yp ica l and hero ic , a paper based on the 
results of a survey; Dudley T . Cornish, Kansas State Col lege at Pit tsburg, 
speaking about C i v i l War music; James C . Aus t i n , Univers i ty of Southern 
I l l ino is at Edwardsvi l le, on Amer ican humor in France; and Robert A . Cor r igan, 
o f the State Univers i ty o f Iowa, speaking on Ezra Pound and the Bol l ingen 
Prize controversy. The subjects as l isted are not necessarily the f ina l t i t les 
o f these papers, nor is the l i s to f speakers and subjects qui te comple te . Annual 
meetings o f MASA have been notably bouyant in the past, and the notorious 
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hospi ta l i ty of Messrs* Yates and Herrnstadt, our most vigorous members at Iowa 

State Un ivers i ty , should help make the 1967 meeting another good o n e . If you 

are interested in at tending and are not a member of AAA S A , drop a card to 

Professor Jerzy Hauptmann so that he w i l l put you on the l ist for more deta i led 

announcements, 

9 A great many nice things have been said about our special issue, "The Indian 

Today.11 One of the nicest, and most extens ive, appears in an a r t i c le by 

D 'Arcy M c N i c k l e , "The Indian Tests the Ma ins t ream, " in the September 26 

number of The N a t i o n . M r , M c N i c k l e says that the issue "deserves special 

mention here because its co l l ec t i on o f a r t i c l e s , . . attempts to let the Indian 

stand forth as a person and a group member in our contemporary industr ia l ized 

soc ie ty—to g ive some meaning to the values that operate in Indian l i f e . " He 

turns next to a deta i led discussion of a number o f the ind iv idua l ar t ic les: "The 

most percept ive of them reveal an acquaintanceship w i th contemporary Indian 

l i fe and a sophist icat ion in in terpret ing the observed event which was not 

encountered i n , , . ear l ier discussion of the s i tuat ion of the Indian . " Copies 

of the special issue have been purchased by the Bureau of Indian A f fa i rs , by 

several other government agencies, by social wel fare organizat ions and by a 

great many ind iv idua l Indian people; the issue has also been adopted as a t e x t ­

book at a number of un ivers i t ies. 

9 Ray Browne asks us to announce the dates for the Purdue Conference on A m e r i ­

can Studies: Ap r i l 2 1 - 2 2 , 1967. Frederick Hof fman, Leslie Fiedler, Ar thur 

Mizener and others are on the program. Sounds l i v e l y . 

® C O N S T I T U T I O N A L A M E N D M E N T : As things now stand in the ASA , there 
are Regional Societies (MASA, the ASA of the Lower Mississippi, e t c . ) , and 
there are also geographic areas made up (with some anomalies) of groups of 
the regions. The larger "a reas , " and not the smaller " reg ions, " form the basis 
of representation on the ASA's governing Executive Commit tee. The ra t iona le , 
as i t has been exp la ined to M A S A , is that there are eighteen Regional Soc i ­
et ies, and tha t , i f a l l were represented, the result ing committee would be 
too cumbersome to funct ion e f f e c t i v e l y . Ye t MASA is governed e f fec t i ve l y 
by an Executive Board of f i f teen members, and the MASA-ASA committee 
which is planning the first nat ional meeting of the ASA operates very smooth I y 
wi th its seventeen members. Moreover , since the ASA Executive Committee 
is e lected from the arb i t rar i l y -des ignated "a reas , " the area representative 
elected is almost always a member of the largest chapter in the a rea . To p ick 
an example close to home, our own fu r ious ly -ac t i ve chapter has never had a 
member on the commit tee, because i t is smaller than the Amer ican Studies 
Group , Minnesota and the Dakotas, w i th wh ich i t is lumped to form an " a r e a . " 
A splendid group, no doubt , those Minnesotans and Dakotans, but we would 
l i ke a v o i c e , too* Minneapol is is "a fur p i ece " from Carbondale and other 



MASA Bulletin 79 

hotbeds of MASA activity—Columbia, St* Louis, Urbana, Lawrence, Kansas 
Ci ty , Ames, Iowa City and so forth. The "area11 has no real basis in personal 
and professional contact. 

So MASA is proposing a constitutional amendment, about which you wil l shortly 
hear in a communication from our agents. It involves a redesigned ASA Exec­
utive Committee, with each Regional Society assured of a seat each year. The 
Regional Societies are vigorous, for the most part; the "areas" seem paper organ­
izations. Why not, the thinking runs, let the Regional Societies represent 
themselves? 

Your support of the amendment is sol ic i ted. Jerzy Hauptmann says that he wi 11 
be happy to answer questions about MASA reasoning. 
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S O M E N O T E S O N B U S I N E S S A N D E D I T O R I A L M A T T E R S 

REPRINTS are available both to authors and to others who would like to 
make use of them. The cost is $10 for 100 copies of any ar­
t icle of ten pages or less, and $15 for articles longer than 
ten pages. Reprints are available in multiples of 100 only. 
Service is slow. Enclosing a check with your order helps a 
l i t t l e . A nice custom: sending the author a fiver by way of 
honorarium if you plan to use reprints of his piece in class. 

MANUSCRIPTS which in their preparation reflect their authors' fam-
i l iat i ty with our editorial policies and with our footnote 
style rack up gold stars on that great scoreboard in the sky. 
It is a good idea to retain a carbon. Sending us two copies 
will speed editorial act ion. 

ILLUSTRATIONS are welcome. Authors help bear the cost of printing 
them, up to $30; if they cost more, the Journal wil l foot 
the rest of the b i l l . 

REVIEWERS are assigned by the Editor and by his staff. But you are i n ­
vited to suggest to us new books you would like to review. 
If they are not already assigned to someone else, we wil l try 
to obtain them for you, and will consider your reviews for 
publication. 

O u r b u s i n e s s o f f i c e is in P a r k v i l l e , M i s s o u r i ( see i n s i d e 
f r o n t c o v e r ) . P l e a s e do n o t b u g t h e E d i t o r w i t h b u s i n e s s 
m a t t e r s . T h e c o r r e c t e d i t o r i a l a d d r e s s is MASJ, The American 
Studies Program, 1135 Maine S t . , 101 Oread Ha l l , The University of Kansas, 
Lawrence, Kansas, 66044. 
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