midcontinent

american studies journal

stuart levine, editor, university of kansas

robert hemenway, guest editorial consultant for this issue,
University of Wyoming

an interdisciplinary journal sponsored by the Midcontinent
American Studies Association and the University of Kansas

editorial board

edward f. grier, Literature, University of Kansas, Chairman

norman r. yetman, American Studies, University of Kansas,
Associate Editor

osmund overby, Art History, University of Missouri at
Columbia

robert w. schneider, History, Northern Illinois University

wayne wheeler, Sociology, Urban Studies, University of Ne-
braska at Omaha '

iules zanger, Literature, Southern Illinois University

officers of the masa
presideni': Joseph G. Knapp, Literature, St. Louis University

Vice-presiden'l'; Ernest Grundy, Literature, Kearny State
College

secretary-treasurer: Jerzy Hauptmann, Political Science,
Park College

editor: Stuart Levine, American Studies, University of Kansas

executive committee:

Martin C. Campion, History, Kansas State College
Robert Corrigan, Literature, University of Iowa
Richard A. Hocks, Literature, University of Missouri
Thomas A. Kuhlman, Literature, Creighton University
Walter Rundell, Jr., History, University of Oklahoma
John C. Stubbs, Literature, University of Illinois

mary jane harmon, Graduate Editorial Assistant
ianis hazen, Assistant to the Editor
Copyright, Midcontinent American Studies Association, 1970.

Address business correspondence to the Secretary-Treasurer, and
all editorial correspondence to the Editor.



Cover Design by Louis Fisher



midcontinent
american studies journal
contents

preface
stuart 1evine ... 5

introduction
robert hemenway ... eeeeeenenenenenes 7

the social foundations of the black community:

the fraternities—the california masons as a test case
william muraskin ... s 12

the negro press and the image of success:
1920-1939
ronald g. walters ... 36

black slavery in michigan
david m. katzman ... 56

the image of the primitive in black letters
edward margolies ... 67

the harlem renaissance: towards a black aesthetic
addison gayle, Jr. .o, 78

double order: the spectrum of black aesthetics
campbell tatham ..., 88

afro-american art and art in america:
a problem in methodology

george ehrlich . 101
afro-american fiction: a checklist 1853-1970
Yobert a. COYTIZAaM ... 114

an exchange: harold cruse on the negro intellectual
essay review

william toll e 136
a response
john | bracey, jr. e 150
a reply
william toll e, 154
. . 156
masa bulletin e 4

volume eleven number two



