
American 
Studies 
A bi-annual interdisciplinary journal sponsored by the Mid-America American 
Studies Association and the University of Kansas 

Editors: David M. Katzman 
Norman R. Yetman 

Editorial Board 
Beth Bailey, Barnard College 
George Cotkin, California Polytechnic State University 
Michael Cowan, University of California, Santa Cruz 
Hamilton Cravens, Chair, Iowa State University 
Gerald Early, Washington University 
William Graebner, State University of New York, Fredonia 
Allan Kulikoff, Northern Illinois University 
Kara! Ann Marling, University of Minnesota 
Jay Mechling, University of California-Davis 
Peggy Pascoe, University of Utah 
Diane Quantic, Wichita State University 
Eric Sandeen, University of Wyoming 
Thomas Schlereth, University of Notre Dame 
Ann Schofield, University of Kansas 
Medial Sobel, University of Haifa, Israel 
Haskell Springer, University of Kansas 
Nancy Walker, Vanderbilt University 

Assistant Editor: MaxMcElwain 
Managing Editor: Robin Hemenway 

Mid-America American Studies Association 
President: Sue Zschoche, Kansas State University 
Vice-president: Kent Blaser, Wayne State College 
Executive director: Kathleen Wells-Morgan, Stephens College 

Copyright © Mid-America American Studies Association, 1995. 

The appearance of the code at the bottom of the first page of an article indicates the consent of American 
Studies, the copyright owner, that copies of the article may be made for personal or internal use, or 
for personal or internal use of specific clients. This consent is given on the condition, however, that 
the copierpay the stated per-copy fee throughthe Copyright Clearance Center, Inc., 29 Congress Street, 
Salem, Massachusetts 01970, for copying beyond that permitted by Sections 107 and 108 of the U.S. 
Copyright Law. This consent does not extend to other kinds of copying, such as copying for general 
distribution, for advertising or promotional purposes, for creating new collective works or for resale. 

ISSN 0026-3079 



ON THE COVER: In the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s, the United States Postal 
Service commemorated centennials of the founding of Western territories and 
states. The cover reproduces the stamp commemorating the centennial anniver­
sary of Minnesota statehood. Minnesota lies within the Mid-America American 
Studies Association region. 



American 
Studies 
Articles 

Agricultural Lag: The Iowa State Fair 
Art Salon, 1854-1941 

Chris Rasmussen A 5 

"Tarred with The Exceptional Image": Public Housing 
and Popular Discourse, 1950-1990 

A. Scott Henderson 31 

Symposium on Post-Structuralism 
and American History 
History and Post-Structuralism: A Primer 

William Graebner 53 

Splitting The Difference: Textualism, 
Contextualism, and Post-Modern History 

Saul Cornell 57 

Conjuring Evidence for Experience: 
Imagining a Post-Structuralist History 

Barry Shank 81 

Second Thoughts on Gender and Women's History 
Nancy Isenberg 93 

Post-Structuralism and the Contexts of History 
Jonathan Arac 105 

Review Essays 

Hollywood and American Politics: The Play's the Thing 
Sam B. Girgus 115 

Women and Peace 
Terry Anderson 123 

Traditions of Seeing and Believing: 
Some New Books on Whitman 

Robert Scholnick 127 

Lincoln, the Civil War, and the New Approval-Ratings 
Michael Perman 131 

Charles Brockden Brown as Metaphor 
Nicholas Rombes 137 

Review Index ....141 

Spring 1995 Volume 36, Number 1 


