American
Studies

A bi-annual interdisciplinary journal sponsored by the Mid-America American
Studies Association and the University of Kansas

Editors: David M. Katzman
Norman R. Yetman

Editorial Board

Hamilton Cravens, Chair, History, Iowa State University

William Graebner, History, State University of New York, Fredonia
Stuart G. Levine, English, University of Kansas

Karal Ann Marling, Art History, University of Minnesota

Jay Mechling, American Studies, University of California-Davis
Thomas Schlereth, American Studies, University of Notre Dame
Ann Schofield, American Studies, University of Kansas

Nancy Walker, English, Vanderbilt University

Assistant Editor: Stuart Tarr
Managing Editor: Brian Black

Mid-America American Studies Association

President: Daniel F. Littlefield, University of Arkansas-Little Rock
Vice-president: Richard Horwitz, University of Iowa
Executive director: Kathleen Wells-Morgan, Stephens College

Copyright © Mid-America American Studies Association, 1992.

The appearance of the code at the bottom of the first page of an article indicates the consent of American
Studies, the copyright owner, that copies of the article may be made for personal or internal use, or
for personal or intemnal use of specific clients. This consent is given on the condition, however, that
the copier pay the stated per-copy fee through the Copyright Clearance Center, Inc., 29 Congress Street,
Salem, Massachusetts 01970, for copying beyond that permitted by Sections 107 and 108 of the U.S.
Copyright Law. This consent does not extend to other kinds of copying, such as copying for general
distribution, for advertising or promotional purposes, for creating new collective works or for resale.

ISSN 0026-3079



ONTHE COVER: In the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s the United States Postal Service
commemorated centennials of the founding of Midwestern territories and states.
The cover reproduces the stamp commemorating the centennial anniversary of
Kansas Territory. Kansas is one of the states within the Mid-America American

Studies Association region.




American
Studies

Articles

The Disappearance of lk. Marvel
Arnold G. Tew and Allan Peskin........cccccomrvirrenvrnnnnnnnee. 5

Ethnic Cultures of the Mind:
The Harrigan-Hart Mosaic
James H. DOIMMON ........ vt ee e eaaees 21

In Defense of the Moving Pictures:
The People's Institute,
The National Board of Censorship
and the Problem of Leisure
in Urban America
Nancy J. Rosenbloom..........cccceriiivennieniiccenenie e 41

James Thurber and the Midwest
Stephen L. Tanner ......coocov e 61

The Roots of the 1960s
Communal Revival
Timothy MiIller .......ooouiiiiiiiie e 73

1992 MAASA Presidential Address
American Indians, American Scholars
and the American Literary Canon
Daniel F. Littlefield, Jr. .....cooueeeeeeeiiiiiiiceceereeeeneees 95
Review Essays
Sinners in the Hands of an Angry Critic:

Christopher Lasch's Struggle
with Progressive America

Steven WaLtS ..ottt 113

The Politics of Culture
William Graebner .........ooeeviveeeiiiieieeeeeeeeee e ee e 121
Review Index . w..125

Fall 1992 Volume 33, Number 2



