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On the cover: Members of Provo, Utah’s Company 985 pose for a 
photograph after a successful performance of “The Shotgun Wedding,” 
a “womanless wedding” similar to those performed in the U.S. South 
throughout the twentieth century. Happy Days, August 10, 1935. Courtesy 
of the Library of Congress. See Colin R. Johnson, “Camp Life: The Queer 
History of ‘Manhood’ in the Civilian Conservation Corps, 1933-1937.”



Homosexuals in Unexpected Places? A Special Issue

Articles

	 Homosexuals in Unexpected Places?
 An Introduction
	 	 Colin	R.	Johnson	..............................................................................5

 The Boys of Beaver Meadow:
 A Homosexual Community at 1920s Dartmouth College
	 	 Nicholas	L.	Syrett	.............................................................................9

 Camp Life: The Queer History of “Manhood” in the
 Civilian Conservation Corps, 1933–1937
	 	 Colin	R.	Johnson		...........................................................................19

 Southern Backwardness: Metronormativity and
 Regional Visual Culture
	 	 Scott	Herring	..................................................................................37

 From Websites to Wal-Mart: Youth, Identity Work, and
 the Queering of Boundary Publics in Small	Town,	USA
	 	 Mary	L.	Gray		..................................................................................49

 Homosexuals in Unexpected Places?
 A Comment
	 	 John	Howard		.................................................................................61

Review Index		..............................................................................................69
	
Notes	on	Contributors		.................................................................................4

with	American Studies International

Summer 2007 Volume 48, Number 2



�

Notes on Contributors

Mary L. Gray, Assistant Professor of Communication and Culture and an affiliate faculty 
member of American Studies and the Gender Studies Department at Indiana University, 
uses her interdisciplinary background in anthropology and critical media studies to examine 
the production, representation, and performance of modern sexualities and genders. She 
is the author of In Your Face: Stories from the Lives of Queer Youth. Gray’s current book 
project, Out in the Country: Youth, Media, and the Queering of Rural America explores 
how rural young people negotiate the politics of gay visibility and a queer sense of self 
in the rural public sphere. Her next project explores the negotiation of personhood in 
popular and scientific discourse.

Scott Herring is a professor of English at Indiana University, Bloomington. He has 
published articles in American Quarterly, Public Culture, GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian 
and Gay Studies, PMLA, and Modern Fiction Studies. He is the author of Queering the 
Underworld: Slumming, Literature, and the Undoing of Lesbian and Gay History (Uni-
versity of Chicago Press) and the forthcoming Another Country: The Cultural Politics 
of Queer Anti-Urbanism (NYU Press).

John Howard, Professor of American Studies at King’s College London, is the author of 
Concentration Camps on the Home Front: Japanese Americans in the House of Jim Crow 
(2008) and Men Like That: A Southern Queer History (1999), both from the University of 
Chicago Press. He is the editor of three volumes in social and literary history.

Colin R. Johnson is Assistant Professor of Gender Studies at Indiana University, Bloom-
ington, where he also holds appointments in the Department of History and the programs 
in American Studies and Human Biology.  He is currently completing work on his first 
book, tentatively titled, The Little Gay Bar on the Prairie: Gender, Geography, and the 
Invention of Sexuality in Non-Metropolitan America.

Nicholas L. Syrett is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Northern Colorado 
where he teaches classes on the history of women, gender, and sexuality in the United 
States.  His book, The Company He Keeps: A History of White College Fraternities, 
Masculinity, and Power, will be published in Spring 2009 by the University of North 
Carolina Press.
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