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On the cover: Photo courtesy of Tanya Golash-Boza.

The reading issue will be the last for our managing editor Christopher 
Kaluzienski. Chris is headed back to Atlanta after graduating with an 
MA in American Studies. Chris K, as we affectionately called him, has 
been dutiful and dedicated in managing subscriptions, book reviews, 
review essays, and the journal’s budget. He has been a great utility 
infielder for AMSJ. We wish him well as he moves on. We will miss 
him tremendously.

errata

In AMSJ 53.2, our reviewer Jeehyun Lim's name was misspelled in her 
review of Transpacific Antiracism: Afro-Asian Solidarity in 20th-Century 
Black America, Japan, and Okinawa by Yuichiro Onishi. We apologize 
for the error.



Dear AMSJ Subscribers,

We are pleased to present our second annual Summer Reading Issue, Volume 
53:3! We hope you take it to the beach, read it at a family reunion (share it with 
distant relatives, or use it to create distance if you need a little break), prop it 
up in the magazine holder on the elliptical machine and read while you run, or 
bring it along to your favorite park bench and leisurely peruse. 

Last year, many of you told us how helpful the Summer Reading Issue was 
in planning your classes. Another way you might use this issue is to stimulate 
your research. There is nothing quite like the review essays in AMSJ for chasing 
away that summer writers block. We invite you to thumb through them when 
you are stuck as how to start, finish, or frame your book project, or to help you 
to situate an ongoing project in current scholarship. All we ask in return is that 
you take the journal with some ice cream or a cool summer drink and do what 
we (at least those of us who live in the US) tend to do too little of: contemplate.
Our top notch review essay authors explore new books across a variety of fields—
American slavery, nineteenth century race mixing through literature, Food and 
Fat Studies, Mormonism, the airline industry, and the Vietnam War—and we 
believe they will enrich your thinking and course preparation as you lollygag. 

Lastly, we hope you will enjoy the antics of our photogenic board members 
who bring joy to this issue by posing for product-placement ads. We think the 
folks from Mad Men have nothing on our editorial board members, editors, and 
editorial staff.

Happy summer.

Randal Maurice Jelks and Sherrie Tucker 
Editors
 
Alex Stucky
Assistant Editor
 
Chris Kaluzienski
Managing Editor
 
Hannah Bailey
Incoming Managing Editor

Melissa Foree
Production Assistant
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Ray Mizumura-Pence’s research and teaching commitments include disability studies, 
social movements, and popular film and music. He lectures in the American Studies 
Department at The University of Kansas.

Sara M. Patterson is an Associate Professor of Theological Studies at Hanover Col-
lege where she teaches courses in the history of Christianity and Religion in America. 
She is currently completing a book manuscript on Salvation Mountain, a work of 
outsider religious art in the California desert. Patterson received a Luce Fellowship 
from the Society for the ARts in Religious and Theological Studies for this project.

Sharita Jacobs Thompson is a former Assistant Professor of Civil War Era Studies 
and Africana Studies at Gettysburg College. Currently, she is an independent scholar 
and consultant in the Washington, DC, area.

Beverly Tomek is a historian of race and civil rights in the U.S., an assistant professor 
of history at the University of Houston-Victoria, and an editor of H-AMSTDY. She 
is the author of Colonization and Its Discontents: Emancipation, Emigration, and 
Antislavery in Antebellum Pennsylvania (NYU Press, 2011) and Pennsylvania Hall: 
A “Legal Lynching” in the Shadow of the Liberty Bell (Oxford, 2013).

Rachel Vaughn has a PhD in American Studies and is Visiting Assistant Professor in 
Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies at the University of Kansas. She is the author 
of the book in progress, Talking Trash: Oral Histories of Food In/Security from the 
Margins of a Dumpster.

Dominick A. Pisano is a Curator in the Aeronautics Department, National Air and 
Space Museum, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. He is currently at work 
on “To Slip the Surly Bonds of Earth: A Cultural History of Aviation in the United 
States, 1910–1939.” This book examines flight in America as a reflection of under-
lying cultural ideas, ideals, and ideologies in the fundamental period of its growth.
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