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MAASA Membership for 2014

Membership in the Mid-America American Studies Association includes a subscription
to the quarterly American Studies (including American Studies International) and to the
electronic edition of the MAASA Newsletter.

Regular Membership..........cccoooeveiieninineicecee $35.00
Emeritus Membership............ccccevevevevirvenenne. ....$20.00
Student Membership (requires verification) ...512.00
International Postage..........ccooveveverieiereienennnne. (add) $14.00
Institutional subscription to American Studies .......... $50.00
International Postage............c.cocevvveveveueeernnnne. (add) $14.00

Current Single Issue: (any issue published within the last 36 months) $14.00
Current Special Issue: Vol. 52, No. 4, “The Funk Issue”: $20.00

Back Issues: (any issue published over 36 months ago) $5.00 with paid postage: $3.00
for up to two issues; $14.00 for overseas shipping for up to two issues. Shipping of larger
orders will be handled on an individual basis. Email Hannah Bailey at amerstud@ku.edu
for more information. Quantities may be limited on some back issues.

Make check payable to MAASA and send to Managing Editor, American Studies, 1440
Jayhawk Blvd., Bailey 213, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 66045-7545

AMSJ Online

AMSJ Home Page: http://journals.ku.edu/amerstud
Blog of the AMSJ: amsjournal.wordpress.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AmericanStJourn
Follow AMSIJ on Twitter @AmericanStJourn

Guidelines for Contributors

Format and style of submissions: Manuscripts (including endnotes, tables,
and references) should be double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. All
manuscripts should be in a Word document, be between 20 and 30 pages, not in-
cluding endnotes. All footnotes/endnotes should use Arabic numerals, not Roman
numerals. All figures should be placed at the end of the manuscript. All manu-
scripts not meeting these standards will be returned to the author for reformatting.
Because American Studies uses a double-blind review process, contributors are
asked not to put their names on manuscripts; only the title should appear on the
manuscript.

Contributors agree upon submission that manuscripts submitted to American
Studies will not be submitted for publication elsewhere while under review by
American Studies. Manuscripts should be prepared following the most recent edi-
tions of Chicago, MLA or APA. All accepted articles not in Chicago format will
need to be converted to Chicago prior to publication.

Form of submissions: We strongly encourage authors to submit their work
using the Journal’s online submission system. We encourage authors to submit
manuscripts (with a 300 word abstract) electronically. For questions regarding sub-
kmiss(iions or the online submission system, please contact Alex Stucky at asjo@

u.edu.

Photographs and other imagery often enhance the text and the journal con-
siderably; the Editors encourage authors to provide illustrations with their submis-
sions.

Additional guidelines for contributors, including more information on sub-
mitting images, can be found at https://journals.ku.edu/index.php/amerstud/about/
submissions.
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Ahmed Afzal received a BA in Third World Studies from Vassar College, an MSc in
cultural geography from the London School of Economics and Political Science, and
an MPhil and a PhD in cultural anthropology from Yale University. He is lecturer in
the Department of Anthropology, Geography, and Ethnic Studies at California State
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Dear AMSJ Readers,

The editors and staff of AMS.J are pleased to present our third annual “Sum-
mer Reading Issue,” each page brimming with book reviews and review essays
of newer books in American Studies and related fields.

The central theme of our third “Summer Reading Issue” is “Tableau Vi-
vante”—or “Living Picture,” by which we mean a critical exploration of how
scholars hailing from a range of disciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives
engage past events on the eves of commemoration in order to assess current
social, political, and cultural issues. Review essays selected for the theme help
us to think through the lasting implications of significant anniversaries: the
Sesquicentennial of the (debatable) end of the American Civil War in 1865 and
the political activism led by the Black Freedom Movement that culminate in the
Voting Rights Act and the Hart—Celler Act better known as the 1965 Immigration
and Nationality Act.

In Zareena Grewal’s essay, “1965 and the Global Intellectual Life of Mal-
colm X,” a leading contributor to new scholarly conversations and analyses of
Malcolm X’s work and life provides a valuable perspective on a selection of
recent books that challenge prevailing narratives about the American activist.
In addition, these new works, that draw from diverse methods and theories from
history, ethnography, and cultural studies, pose alternative frameworks capable of
“locat[ing] Malcolm X in broader intellectual histories ... different global imagi-
naries and moral geographies” (page 11). Next up, Sarah Shrank’s informative
essay, “American Body: Fitness and the Commodification of Exercise,” analyzes
interconnections among new works in studies of fitness and food regulation for
what they tell us about distinctions between private and public, physical bodies
of Americans, and the body of the nation. Among the many anniversaries of 2015
is the fifty-year mark of the end of Vatican II, observes Karen Park, whose review
essay offers a lively discussion of the American Catholic faithful as they faced
the transformations brought on by Pope John XXIII’s Second Vatican Council.

These essays are followed by discussions of books that direct us toward
questions of urban as well as the northern and southern theaters of the Civil

0026-3079/2015/5402-005$2.50/0  American Studies, 54:2 (2015): 5-7



6 Letter from the editors

Rights struggle. Sunny Stalter-Pace examines books on the interesting mayor-
alty of New York’s liberal Republican John Lindsay in the mid-1960s. We often
forget today that at one time the Republican Party was a big tent and Lindsay
represented mayoralty that believed in efficient and technological savvy bu-
reaucracy long before it became fashionable with former mayor and billionaire
Michael Bloomberg. Julian Clement’s review essay “Turmoil, Hubris, and Hope”
remind us “The current round of fiftieth-anniversary celebrations of the events
of the 1960s are a reminder that the American civic conversation is still framed
in Great Society terms.” And further she observes “ We delve into the Great
Society record in hopes of understanding what produced the Sixties’ great burst
of political creativity and what led it to fade” (page 74).

Our other essays bring us to questions of immigration and globalization
before and after the 1965 immigration act. Ahmed Afzal review essay titled
“Intimacies, Relationships and Socialities: South Asian Americans in Racialist
America in the Early Twentieth Century” takes a steps back from works looking
at post 1965 South Asian immigrants. He argues These books provide important
insights into the political economy of international population movements in the
shadow of severely restrictive, if not prohibitive, racialized immigration policies.
Indeed, the two empires—Great Britain and the United States—provide a critical
historical backdrop for understanding the economic circuits that structured the
South Asian migration. This scholarship shows how race, gender, sexuality, and
the law were intertwined in shaping pre-1965 South Asian immigrant experi-
ences” (page 60). Joan Weston’s essays “Peculiarities of the Rural South: The
Legacy of Slavery and Cotton Production” looks at the capital structures and the
demands for African American slaves for cotton production and its continuous
affect on contempoarary Black southern rurality. Weston trenchantly observe
“Because the social and political effects of globalization in the United States
is typically associated with cities and industrial development in the North and,
after WWII, the West, scholars have been slow to explore the economic, social
and political impact of globalization in the South which began as early as the
Transatlantic Slave Trade. New directions in research on the globalization and
its impact across the globe must include the rural South as a region critical to
understanding transnational processes and the ways in which the workers, con-
sumers and the communities in which they labor and make their homes manage
the structural forces shaping not just employment opportunities, but the quality
of everyday life” (page 93).

A note on the photos: It has become a unique tradition of the annual “Summer
Readings Issue” to present a selection of playful summer snapshots of our editorial
board members, editors, and staff. In accordance to the “Tableau Vivante” theme,
this year’s images pay pictorial homage to a far-from comprehensive range of
historical figures worthy of the field. “Bring American Studies to life,” we urged
our editorial community; and bring it they did, commemorating figures known
and unknown, fictional and nonfictional, and those that call attention to the liv-
ing history of the in between. Living stills include re-enactments of Malcolm X,



Letter from the editors 7

Billie Jean King, the fourth Wise Man, an anonymous Union solder at ... Kansas,
and Davarian Baldwin’s remarkable “Green Lantern,” which graces our cover.

We realize that summer is the time when many of our readers are focusing
on their own research projects and writing, preparing courses and seminars, and
attempting to catch up on our reading. Some are preparing for the job market,
teaching tightly compressed summer courses, and/or even relaxing a bit. Review
essays seem an ideal forum for all of these summer activities. While we are unable
to provide a catalog of reviews of all of the exciting new publications pertinent
to American Studies, we hope that our third annual “Summer Reading Issue”
will be helpful, stimulating, and enjoyable to you.

Sincerely,
Randal M. Jelks and Sherrie Tucker, editors, American Studies



(continued from p. 4)

Sarah Schrank is Professor of History at California State University, Long Beach
and the author of Art and the City: Civic Imagination and Cultural Authority in Los
Angeles (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2009). Her forthcoming book, also with
Penn, is entitled Naked: Natural Living and the American Cult of the Body.

Sunny Stalter-Pace is an associate professor in the English department at Auburn
University. Her monograph, Underground Movements: Modern Culture on the New
York City Subway, was published with University of Massachusetts Press in 2013. She
is the book review editor for Transfers Interdisciplinary Journal of Mobility Studies.
Her current research examines nostalgia and urban circulation in performance and
film from the 1950s through the 1970s.

Joan Weston is a sociologist and taught at Ohio University and Oberlin College be-
fore joining the faculty of New College at the University of Alabama. Her research
currently focuses on globalization in the South and the impact of War on Poverty
and the Civil Rights Movement on the global retailer Walmart.
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