
2016                           Volume 55, Number 2

American Studies
with American Studies International

amsjam
sj

Volum
e 55, N

um
ber 2

A
m

erican Studies

Summer Reading Issue



MAASA Membership for 2016

Membership in the Mid-America American Studies Association includes a subscription 
to the quarterly American Studies (including American Studies International) and to the 
electronic edition of the MAASA Newsletter.

Regular Membership ...................................................$35.00
Emeritus Membership .................................................$20.00
Student Membership (requires verification) ...............$12.00
International Postage ......................................... (add) $14.00

Institutional subscription to American Studies .......... $50.00
International Postage ......................................... (add) $14.00

Current Single Issue:  (any issue published within the last 36 months) $14.00
Current Special Issue:  Vol. 54, No. 3, “The Ralph Ellison Issue”: $20.00

Back Issues: (any issue published over 36 months ago) $5.00 with paid postage: $3.00 
for up to two issues; $14.00 for overseas shipping for up to two issues. Shipping of 
larger orders will be handled on an individual basis. Email at amerstud@ku.edu for more 
information. Quantities may be limited on some back issues.

Make check payable to MAASA and send to Managing Editor, American Studies, 1440 
Jayhawk Blvd., Bailey 213, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 66045-7545

AMSJ Online

AMSJ Home Page: http://journals.ku.edu/amerstud
Blog of the AMSJ: amsjournal.wordpress.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AmericanStJourn
Follow AMSJ on Twitter @AmericanStJourn

Guidelines for Contributors

 Format and style of submissions: Manuscripts (including endnotes, tables, 
and references) should be double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. All 
manuscripts should be in a Word document, be between 20 and 30 pages, not in-
cluding endnotes. All footnotes/endnotes should use Arabic numerals, not Roman 
numerals. All figures should be placed at the end of the manuscript. All manu-
scripts not meeting these standards will be returned to the author for reformatting. 
Because American Studies uses a double-blind review process, contributors are 
asked not to put their names on manuscripts; only the title should appear on the 
manuscript.
  Contributors agree upon submission that manuscripts submitted to American 
Studies will not be submitted for publication elsewhere while under review by 
American Studies. Manuscripts should be prepared following the most recent edi-
tions of Chicago, MLA or APA.  All accepted articles not in Chicago format will 
need to be converted to Chicago prior to publication.
 Form of submissions: We strongly encourage authors to submit their work 
using the Journal’s online submission system. We encourage authors to submit 
manuscripts (with a 300 word abstract) electronically. For questions regarding sub-
missions or the online submission system, please contact asjo@ku.edu.
 Photographs and other imagery often enhance the text and the journal con-
siderably; the Editors encourage authors to provide illustrations with their submis-
sions.
 Additional guidelines for contributors, including more information on sub-
mitting images, can be found at https://journals.ku.edu/index.php/amerstud/about/
submissions.



Assistant Editor: Trevor Grizzell
Managing Editor: Caleb Lázaro Moreno
Production and
   Editorial Assistant: Elizabeth Stigler 
Production Staff: Pam LeRow

A quarterly interdisciplinary journal sponsored by the Mid-America American Stud-
ies Association, the University of Kansas College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the 
Department of American Studies, and KU Libraries.

Editors: Sherrie J. Tucker
 Randal Maurice Jelks

Serenity Joo, University of Manitoba
Frieda Knobloch, University of Wyoming
Cheryl Lester, University of Kansas
Tiffany Ana López, University of 

California, Riverside
Carol Mason, University of Kentucky
Joane Nagel, University of Kansas
Fiona Ngô, University of Illinois 

Champaign-Urbana
Eric Porter, University of California,
 Santa Cruz
Sonnet Retman, University of Washington
David Roediger, University of Kansas
Wilfried Raussert, Bielefeld University
Eric Sandeen, University of Wyoming
Alex Seago, Richmond, The American 

International University in London
Jane Simonsen, Augustana College
Carolyn Thomas, University of California, 

Davis 
Elizabeth Van Arragon, Calvin College
Travis Vogan, University of Iowa
Shirley Wajda, Michigan State University 

Museum
Deborah Whaley, University of Iowa
Psyche Williams-Forson, University of 

Maryland

Editorial Board
Crystal Anderson, Longwood University
Fernando Armstrong-Fumero, Smith College
Thomas Augst, New York University
Davarian Baldwin, Trinity College
Dawn Coleman, University of Tennessee
Clare Corbould, Monash University
Todd Decker, Washington University
Dennis Domer, University of Kansas
Phillip Drake, University of Kansas
Jonathan Earle, Louisiana State University
Gerald Early, Washington University
Keith Eggener, University of Oregon
Nan Enstad, University of Wisconsin
Daniele Fiorentino, Università Roma Tre
Iris Smith Fischer, University of Kansas
Stephanie Fitzgerald, University of Kansas
John Gennari, University of Vermont
Tanya Golash-Boza, University of 

California, Merced
William Graebner, State University of
 New York at Fredonia
Douglas Hartmann, University of 

Minnesota
Udo Hebel, University of Regensburg
Rebecca Hill, Kennesaw State University
Mark Hulsether, University of
 Tennessee, Knoxville

American Studies
with American Studies International



Mid-America American Studies Association
President: Ben Looker, St. Louis University
Vice President: John Kinder, Oklahoma State University
Treasurer:  Michael Krysko, Kansas State University
Secretary: Thomas Oates, University of Iowa
Executive Director: F. Walter Kihm, Public Accountant, LLC

Copyright © Mid-America American Studies Association, 2016.

The appearance of the code at the bottom of the first page of an article indicates the consent of American Studies, 
the copyright owner, that copies of the article may be made for personal or internal use, or for personal or internal 
use of specific clients. This consent is given on the condition, however, that the copier pay the stated per-copy 
fee through the Copyright Clearance Center, Inc., 29 Congress Street, Salem, Massachusetts 01970, for copying 
beyond that permitted by Sections 107 and 108 of the U.S. Copyright Law. This consent does not extend to other 
kinds of copying, such as copying for general distribution, for advertising or promotional purposes, for creating 
new collective works, or for resale.

ISSN 0026-3079

On the cover: Editorial Board Member Deborah Whaley dons her swimming 
gear for the Summer Games. See page 75 for more images of our editoral 
board in the theme of “Summer Olympics.”



Letter from the editors .................................................................................5

Review Essays

 Music Studies, American Studies,
 and the Popular History of the Normal
  Barry Shank .....................................................................................7

 Animal Activism and Environmentalism
 in an Age of Extinction
  John Kinder ....................................................................................17

 New Histories of Representing American Suburbs:
 Race, Place, and Memory
  Paul Sandul ....................................................................................29

 Projecting Mark Twain from Bohemia to Xinjiang
  Katherine E. Bishop........................................................................41

 Spectacular Manhood and Girlhood: Celebrity Studies
 and Girlhood Studies Come of Age
  Kathleen A. Feeley .........................................................................53

 One Ever Feels His Twoness: Understanding the Service
 and Rhetoric of Barack Obama
  Marne L. Campbell .........................................................................65

AMSJ Editorial Board Photos ....................................................................75

Review Index ...............................................................................................83

Notes on Contributors  .............................................................................111

2016 Volume 55, Number 2

American Studies
with American Studies International



Letter from the editors 5

0026-3079/2016/5502-005$2.50/0    American Studies, 55:2 (2016): 5-6

5

Dear AMSJ Readers,

Welcome to the annual “Summer Reading Issue” of AMSJ.  We hope you 
enjoy this collection of reviews and review essays of exciting new books in 
American Studies. 

We are also pleased to continue our unique tradition of adorning the pages 
of the “Summer Reading Issue” with playful snapshots of our editorial board 
members, editors and staff. This year, we invited our board members to break 
out their selfie sticks and give themselves a gold medal for this year’s theme: 
the “Summer Reading Issue Summer Olympics Photo Spread.”

Our editorial board members are all champions. They shoulder an Olympian 
load at AMSJ and each has earned a gold medal. No one expresses these col-
lective Herculean efforts better than John Gennari (page 77.)  This work can be 
immersive, but Deborah Whaley reminds us that she and the rest of our editorial 
board possess the interdisciplinary training it takes to remain cool under pres-
sure (page 75.). Reading manuscript after manuscript with unflagging attention 
and high standards requires tireless dedication, such as that demonstrated by 
Davarian Baldwin (page 78), as he passes last year’s issue along to himself, 
making it possible for us to carry AMSJ across the finish line four times a year, 
and ensuring that it is in top form before we pass it on to you. Our editors and 
editorial staff may also be found posing within these pages, joining in the picto-
rial performance of team AMSJ. 

For many of our readers, summer is a time for preparing the next round of 
courses, focusing on their own research and writing projects, preparing for the 
job market, and maybe even making time for some summer sports. As always, 
AMSJ strives to bring it all together in the Summer Reading Issue. Enjoy.

Sincerely,

Randal M. Jelks and Sherrie Tucker, editors, American Studies


	1_AmsJ--55.2--Cover
	2_AmsJ--55.2--Inside Cover
	3_AmsJ--55.2--pg 3-4--Contents
	4_AmsJ--55.2--pgs 5-6--Letter from the editors



