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On behalf of the editorial board, it is with great pleasure that I present the
inaugural issue of the Druge Studies Journal (DS]). This new journal marks a signif-
icant milestone for scholars and researchers across various disciplines who have
long appreciated the unique and complex history, culture, and religious identity of
Druze communities. While the Druze have captured scholarly interest for many
years, there has been a notable absence of a dedicated, peer-reviewed journal sole-
ly focused on the Druze, their communities, and their challenges in modern times.

Previous efforts laid important groundwork, but no sustained academic jour-
nal has emerged to provide a consistent platform for Druze Studies. Over the past
two decades, interest in the Druze has grown. Yet, much of the English-language
scholarship has been scattered across a wide range of discipline-specific journals,
including History, Religious Studies, Sociology, Medicine, and Political Science.
Unfortunately, these studies have often overlooked the Druze in Syria, Jordan,
and the diaspora communities, and there remains a gap in comparative research
across national boundaries. This fragmented approach underscores the need for a
dedicated platform to advance research on Druze communities.

In response to this gap, the Druge Studies Journalwas officially launched during
the virtual interdisciplinary symposium, "Druze Studies: Past, Present, and Fu-
ture," held on November 15-16, 2023. The symposium at the University of Kan-
sas gathered scholars from various disciplines and regions and highlighted new re-
search on the Druze. It featured expert roundtables addressing the state of Druze
Studies and the particular challenges non-native English speakers face when pub-
lishing in academic journals. This symposium set the foundation for the journal’s
mission: to foster an interdisciplinary and global scholarly community centered on
Druze Studies.

Since then, we have been diligently curating the first issue and are already
preparing the second issue, which is scheduled for publication in 2025. Follow-
ing a rigorous peet-review process, accepted manuscripts will be made available
through our fully open-access platform. We encourage scholars to submit their
manuscripts via our website: https://journals.ku.edu/druze.

The first issue of the Druze Studies Journal features a diverse collection of ar-
ticles and discussions that reflect the interdisciplinary and global scope of Druze
Studies. Geographically, the issue covers Druze communities in Lebanon, Israel,
Syria, and the Golan Heights while thematically spanning topics related to history,
religion, politics, identity, and language. While not exhaustive, this issue reflects a
broad range of disciplines engaging with Druze Studies, including political sci-
ence, sociology, anthropology, religious studies, history, linguistics, and ethnog-
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raphy. It highlights the richness and complexity of Druze communities across
different regions and contexts.

The issue opens with an article on the status of Druze Studies and the launch-
ing of the Druze Studies Journal written by a team of scholars who discussed the
status of Druze Studies and open-access publishing during the 2023 symposium.
These scholars include Yusti Hazran, Marianne A. Reed, Birgit Schibler,
Hussam S. Timani, and myself, Rami Zeedan. This piece sets the stage for the
journal's mission and explores the field's current state.

The second article, by Said Abou Zaki, is titled The Religionus Attitude of the
Druze Towards Violence. 1t offers an insightful analysis based on oral sources, delv-
ing into the complex relationship between religious beliefs and social practices
among the Druze. An Arabic version of this article is also included.

Historically, this first issue covers the late Ottoman period with Tuba Yildiz's
article on The Druze Sub-Governor Nasib Beik Jumblatt and the Ottoman Policy in Mount
Lebanon, examining political dynamics in Lebanon.

Linguistics and identity are explored in Afifa Eve Kheir’s piece, Re/igions Uni-
fication, Regional Divergence: Exploring Multifaceted Linguistic Practices and Identities anong
the Israeli Druze and the Druze Community in the Golan Heights. This study emphasizes
the variations in identity formation through linguistic practices within these geo-
graphically close yet distinct communities.

The first issue also includes two significant book forums. The first discuss-
es Gebhard Fartacek’s work Druze Reincarnation Narratives: Previous 1ife Memories,
Disconrses, and the Construction of ldentities, featuring contributions by Maha Natoor,
Dmitry Sevruk, Jens Kreinath, and a repose by the book author Gebhard Fart-
acek. The second forum focuses on Said Abou Zaki's study, The Office of Sheikh
al-Agl of the Druzes in Lebanon: An Investigation into Its Origins, Meaning, and Devel-
opment, with scholarly insights from Abdul Rahman M. Chamseddine, Yusri
Hazran, Akram Khater, and Tuba Yildiz, a repose by the book author Said
Abou Zaki.

The journal concludes with a Bibliography of Periodical Literature on the Druze in
2023, compiled by Charles Johnson and Rami Zeedan. It also includes three
book reviews covering works on the role of socialism within the Druze communi-
ty in Lebanon by Eduardo Wassim Aboultaif, on Druze sociopolitical identity in
Israel by Muhammad Zammad Aslam and Sami Hussein Hakeem Barzani,
and on marriage practices among Druze in Syria by Mael Baummar.

In addition to launching the journal and expecting the second issue to be pub-
lished next year, we are also planning the 2025 Interdisciplinary Conference: Druze in the
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Levant and the Diaspora—Discourses of Tradition and Modernity. This hybrid bilingual
event will be held at the University of Kansas and over Zoom from October 16th
to 18th, 2025. The conference will provide a platform for scholars to present dis-
ciplinary-specific, comparative, or cross-disciplinary research on Druze communi-
ties and to explore the intersections of tradition and modernity. The call for papers
and submission details are available here: https://druze.ku.edu/2025druzeconfer-
ence.

One of the core principles of the Druzge Studies Journal is to create a collabo-
rative, accessible space for scholars from all over the world. The fully open-access
format ensures that research on the Druze is freely available to anyone interested
in the subject, supporting the broad dissemination of knowledge. This journal and
the entire initiative would not have been possible without the generous support of
the University of Kansas Libraries and the KU College of Liberal Arts & Sciences.

I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to the many who made this journal's
first issue and the 2023 symposium successful. Special thanks go to our esteemed
reviewers, whose insightful feedback has been invaluable in shaping the quality
of this issue. We are immensely grateful for their time and expertise, even those
whose reviews led to article rejections, as their efforts contributed to the scholarly
rigor of this journal.

I would also like to extend my thanks to our editorial board members for
their continuous service to the field and the journal: Eduardo Wassim Aboul-
taif, Gebhard Fartacek, Rabah Halabi, Yusti Hazran, William E.S. Miles,
Makram Rabah, Birgit Schibler, Hussam Timani, and Samer Traboulsi.
Many thanks to our support team at the University of Kansas, Marianne Reed
and Eric Bader, whose support has been instrumental. Additionally, we thank all
the 19 authors published in this issue and the presenters at the 2023 symposium
whose contributions have enriched the field of Druze Studies.

Our editorial team looks forward to receiving submissions of scholarly arti-
cles and reviews of books, films, and other media related to Druze communities.
We aim to use our reviews section as a platform for critical debate and scholarly
engagement and welcome ideas for book forums. Authors will have the oppor-
tunity to respond to reviews of their work, and we invite letters to the editor
regarding recently published articles, book forums, and book reviews in the Druzge
Studies Journal.

Once again, I thank everyone who has made this journal a reality. I invite you
to join us in this exciting journey as we build a vibrant, interdisciplinary communi-
ty dedicated to advancing the field of Druze Studies.


https://druze.ku.edu/2025druzeconference
https://druze.ku.edu/2025druzeconference

INTRODUCTION

Note: This is the Arabic version of the English version above.
odlel &Gl dail) do sl il Lb odn :dbisslo
ool dbssle
"2024 (1 sa=)l dyjya)l Olwlysl das -dossoe"”
olsss ol
ool dzol>
R i) ]| bl

Sloballdlae 72024 1 332l doh )l Sluball e -doxie” .2024. ol olass
1yl

This Arabic version follows the above English version.

odlel 31581 il 25 gyl Eneail]



ZEEDAN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 1, 2024

(DS]) dy3al Slushall dave o o3l sasll a3 Ol Gy sl dan e &L
o2l Slaasnill Galine 3 ouiallly clolel) dage dnse 5332l dlnall o Jia3
|9JIS)9)AJ| UI p.c;g d.))).)“ uleJAA.U 4.uJAJ| 4493“9 @LQJJIQ .AJ).D.” CJ)LL” |9).39 LJW
ol s 3 leisezls: QLJ| L_,L,mug pailzoinels 30,.U

deaps ST dlon b5 o 58U dipall Sloolall lage Lol &Ll ssgall Condy 53
‘alA.‘.mﬂ .\|) ‘Q.;.uoLo“ u.».\.a.z” J>l>9 4,3)).\.” uLml).\.U dally denio )99.: dolrivo
oS sdaigl d2ll doiSall Sluball e >l Bl will3 mog Sorall euslSHl
CJ)LJ.” J.uo Silse bie L_? dnnxinll Odaall o drwly degaxo yuc 855lio
ulAM lo LJLC whwM uSJ_g <1.u.uLouJ| 9912J|9 uJa.”g &L:u>i| 'QJ.CQ <1.u.JAJ| L_JLv.ubA“g
&')99 092_9 s Jl).) 39 4))4.2AJ| L_)LRAJ.AA”Q U.))ﬂ'g Ls)g_u) ,_? )9)_)“ L_)Lu.)l)_).” ol
Looine Loia J) dnke 421> | ligs WY o)l 3933l see opliall Eondl Jlre
D5l Slraixall Jo> Eaxdl b

dealyisdl Bosdl Jols Loy dpipall Sluball dlae b] o3 donill oig) dylaiol
osie Gl " Jaiiaally ydlls Gudlall @5l Slobl” oleiz Elawaiil 833210
wline Go clole uluils d=ols> L_? bgA.;“ Cezazg 2023 dL‘Jl Oaxs 16-15 L_?
Sladadl Cdadisg 5oyl Jo> basa> -._’lxl e cgall cdalwg (8blindly Olawasil
it lagzloy Ll Aol Slanilly d3psll lubdll s ol dpsiune 3ol
89330l 0in Caanles dealelly dpaysSH Coalnall 3 still ie dyjelaigl dallly (il
A5l Oluhall Jo> semeiy Olaasidl sazie elle Lole Beize 0385 3

shoy J=all oads Jodl sasll slae] e s llee el @3 i
ool ool dlac sms 2025 ple 8 oxdd paell U samll sl
Liaie sc  Biboio  osSiw el odlia)l  dids  dwele  dmslies
(iosiSIYl lisbon s eaillie sl e ool madis JolSll d>giiell
.https://journals.ku.edu/druze

Liblially S3Eall oo degiie degame craats dopall Slulysll e cro Jodl sa=ll
sasll iy Ll @sall Ol sl Slaminill sszially ellall bl (uSss Ll
83 =0 &uobn Jolis Leiw ‘0292” duinng byguws ._Lu|)...u|9 olid 3)9))” Olraine
oy Yo Mol g 335 13 ol 30 i)l Sles @205 dysalls dslanlls gl Jio
Al Slannill o dnwly degane (a6l 3] Goall dilzioll s gusloall JS
L>oJor0sii¥ly gloixdl pleg dewlewd! polall i3 § Loy oyl Gluball zo Jolsis
& @3l Olaainell Gie 332l 50 idlyzoidilly Solly gulills diyl SLullls
6Ll sbliall Calise

Alaall il Slobl Ao Glbls L5531 Sluball gus Jo dlies sazll iy
Obise> sy pging 2023 8935 P> goudgall 1948l il clalall o 3258 lguiS
dagel Basbll sgas Alaall oin . olagj sobs loss pluudg slends Cumsag 3y Hlislos


https://journals.ku.edu/druze

INTRODUCTION

Jall ) JW| gusgll Jslizis dlinall

Seaisll ol L,uA.”)g)_\” Wdge" Hlgic Joxi ‘QS”JI A LS ,_,JI Aol dGol

O 3adzall 483l 3 U]l Baxiy dygaddl ).)LM.” ) sy Brace Wlss pagS
d..u).c A LA)' Sasll VW=V )9).)J| O <1.u:lxu>i| L_JLuJ)lAAJIQ d..c.u.)..” Olasizoll
Al 0dn oo dy3dSSl didg

39y by dlas B o B)';L;;oJI dlaizll 8yi0ll das, Wl AUl (o a2l 3 sy
oy e ol i § dpilatall duslealy bl ey apusi S0l Sl b s>
Ol § Gewlwdl Slolipall Gaxé 448

il smadll” Gliny s> il digie Jlie 3 Dsalls Slsill ale Blisiul o
Sosall o Sboglly dag3l d3asiall a2l luslas)l GLESEw umJ.QiI acladlg
e85 § Sl e duolyall oim 555 "odsa| dsim § 5000l gatnos oliflreo
o s Leles duysll Oleaisall sin 351y ool Oluylenll 35 o dogll
Jac U8l Jo3l saitell sl LiBlia) penge aatio Lal Jo3l saall peudiy
9bl3 l.@.n Y Slonlaws (o.‘éug :")'9).)..” e QAA.Q.J.” ng)" U|9.:.su MB,@ .))'.Q.u:

6.&4.;AJ| s.l.u:l.;b B .\)lg.u.> L_)L;.S.” L_QJQA OO0 D9 “_:LU)S ).u>9 ng).n.w: ‘5)‘&)9
Jedag ol é Soodll Jie dapdn” Olgisy 95)9-'| Suzeo OUS Jo> sexeny SUI
Lgis sbls axSis Glises Srunss ol puunds oA>)J| A€ o dunleg 8385 (55 Lyl
,_,S)yl Sz ULS.” UJQA D0 D9 4)).\.1)

Ooig> HyLis acl 2023 vaJ Soxl J9> &l E.>I).d| daildy daoll piins
J.>|.> d.aS|).uuﬂ| 09> d9> 2LA.C| h,.]c\.su g_uSJ L_JLDI).A S Y W-¥i) LS u'») ‘_,AI)Q
drwlewlly dicloizdl dgglly wtudll yl ey 90l9s] oliy ol 3 Sil &A.o.dl
Olaslas Jo>s «ilis paS> Gaad oluws pdlos] sloj sazs 0li) Jdliwo] (9 5004l
st ol Jilo ol bygun G oMl ow zlesl

a2l bhis La_v| O el pladl GUI sa=ll y26 639"9 Aol Golb| JI dslsil
adsdl o pxgally Gl 3 Syl plaisy 2025 ")LC 3 Olawnsdl sa=io 3ai50
16 Y (:9) dnin L9 u.uL-.uulS d:an> 3 d=ll L;Lu.” )AJQ.A.” [KV'S .A.n.sr.u.o "4.\|.)>J|9
dJ)LQA _9| dennin L_JlA)| an.J u.u.>LJ.| dnin )AJQA” ).994.-.0 2025 )J94S| 18 J|
adsdl o oleblidl likiwly Al Oleraixall Jo> Slawsidl $33=is 9|
a3 4 A ladls glhg3l @aad geall Jrolas e (<:_>Lb>!| OSwy . Alaxdlg
.heeps://druze ku.edu/2025druzeconference

o oanll) dgles dolun su8s5 o0 @53l Sluball dne) dewlidl s3ball 3]
Jo> Sl 5685 o JelsIly zotaall Jswosll &l z3sadl rasdy pllell el geax
&«.o|9 @Lb; L_SLC 49).2AJ|).uu e loo ‘&9..09.4\.][) ‘Q.LQA Qa:x.-.u Lsﬂ tb):w <1>l.cA)9)AJ|
OliSe o Gl @eall (o QlaSb 833Lolly dlxoll s3a o] HSonll 3o S0 @)
lasd polslly s3I &Sy ulusls dzal>


https://druze.ku.edu/2025druzeconference

ZEEDAN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 1, 2024

8oailly dlall 0ig) Jo3l 332l zlai] & pales o JSI Glizel alls o el ol sol
b).uS <LA.¢3 Ol (Q.QJLbD>LO cols L).:A.” L)J.AS}.AU uol> )Su.d 2023 "ALC Oade ,_,4.”
L_).)| ol L_LJ9| > :(o.e_tb.og ‘Qg.ég.] Llel) Goiden oo saxl i 839> JuSES 3
ol 03g) dgolall dalsall 3 pn3se> Cranls Cug> wlliall pa8) J] peilezlio
Jlol in § Spatuall patoss e ssndl it clacl J] (555 @l of 3o Lo
ol ;5).“99 Qa.l.> l.ug leioByB sslausg wadall 9.»| ey 935l9] :dxally
Sl pmalylsb ,»ng Sloss pluadg sleeds Cuzpg Zlis psSeg hle (Jw) plebsss
raacs Ol 338 b3l il 35 olpslo oluls dmals 3 Lpsd peall Bpsd) Ui
150 8 pallocl i (il pie dmall eruilfall maam S5 w3 ] @5LYL Loaolood
A5yl SlwhaJl e I)Jl 3 |gomles QJA“ 2023 8935 L_% OSHliallg sasll

Silog (rolsseg péé¥lg st laaliog dpale Gilio Jliiowl il Giyé gl
Lys) Olealall ped alaniool JI g sl Oleainell dileiall 5531 eyl
2l sl ©latia Js> 3 o dgalsll @) Lially (320 (Bl Lates
Js=> el dl Pley Jlos] J e 39 pellacl Slrzlio Lo 2l doyall ualsall
i)l Sl e § sl Slazliog Sl Slystios 4o bsditall Esdlial
ds8> &5yl Olwlysdl Ao (o J93| sazll lin J=> L_? tqblu) Y JS)S.,.M ;6):>| 830



