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On behalf of the editorial board, it is with great pleasure that I present the
inaugural issue of the Druge Studies Journal (DS]). This new journal marks a signif-
icant milestone for scholars and researchers across various disciplines who have
long appreciated the unique and complex history, culture, and religious identity of
Druze communities. While the Druze have captured scholarly interest for many
years, there has been a notable absence of a dedicated, peer-reviewed journal sole-
ly focused on the Druze, their communities, and their challenges in modern times.

Previous efforts laid important groundwork, but no sustained academic jour-
nal has emerged to provide a consistent platform for Druze Studies. Over the past
two decades, interest in the Druze has grown. Yet, much of the English-language
scholarship has been scattered across a wide range of discipline-specific journals,
including History, Religious Studies, Sociology, Medicine, and Political Science.
Unfortunately, these studies have often overlooked the Druze in Syria, Jordan,
and the diaspora communities, and there remains a gap in comparative research
across national boundaries. This fragmented approach underscores the need for a
dedicated platform to advance research on Druze communities.

In response to this gap, the Druge Studies Journalwas officially launched during
the virtual interdisciplinary symposium, "Druze Studies: Past, Present, and Fu-
ture," held on November 15-16, 2023. The symposium at the University of Kan-
sas gathered scholars from various disciplines and regions and highlighted new re-
search on the Druze. It featured expert roundtables addressing the state of Druze
Studies and the particular challenges non-native English speakers face when pub-
lishing in academic journals. This symposium set the foundation for the journal’s
mission: to foster an interdisciplinary and global scholarly community centered on
Druze Studies.

Since then, we have been diligently curating the first issue and are already
preparing the second issue, which is scheduled for publication in 2025. Follow-
ing a rigorous peet-review process, accepted manuscripts will be made available
through our fully open-access platform. We encourage scholars to submit their
manuscripts via our website: https://journals.ku.edu/druze.

The first issue of the Druze Studies Journal features a diverse collection of ar-
ticles and discussions that reflect the interdisciplinary and global scope of Druze
Studies. Geographically, the issue covers Druze communities in Lebanon, Israel,
Syria, and the Golan Heights while thematically spanning topics related to history,
religion, politics, identity, and language. While not exhaustive, this issue reflects a
broad range of disciplines engaging with Druze Studies, including political sci-
ence, sociology, anthropology, religious studies, history, linguistics, and ethnog-
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raphy. It highlights the richness and complexity of Druze communities across
different regions and contexts.

The issue opens with an article on the status of Druze Studies and the launch-
ing of the Druze Studies Journal written by a team of scholars who discussed the
status of Druze Studies and open-access publishing during the 2023 symposium.
These scholars include Yusti Hazran, Marianne A. Reed, Birgit Schibler,
Hussam S. Timani, and myself, Rami Zeedan. This piece sets the stage for the
journal's mission and explores the field's current state.

The second article, by Said Abou Zaki, is titled The Religionus Attitude of the
Druze Towards Violence. 1t offers an insightful analysis based on oral sources, delv-
ing into the complex relationship between religious beliefs and social practices
among the Druze. An Arabic version of this article is also included.

Historically, this first issue covers the late Ottoman period with Tuba Yildiz's
article on The Druze Sub-Governor Nasib Beik Jumblatt and the Ottoman Policy in Mount
Lebanon, examining political dynamics in Lebanon.

Linguistics and identity are explored in Afifa Eve Kheir’s piece, Re/igions Uni-
fication, Regional Divergence: Exploring Multifaceted Linguistic Practices and Identities anong
the Israeli Druze and the Druze Community in the Golan Heights. This study emphasizes
the variations in identity formation through linguistic practices within these geo-
graphically close yet distinct communities.

The first issue also includes two significant book forums. The first discuss-
es Gebhard Fartacek’s work Druze Reincarnation Narratives: Previous 1ife Memories,
Disconrses, and the Construction of ldentities, featuring contributions by Maha Natoor,
Dmitry Sevruk, Jens Kreinath, and a repose by the book author Gebhard Fart-
acek. The second forum focuses on Said Abou Zaki's study, The Office of Sheikh
al-Agl of the Druzes in Lebanon: An Investigation into Its Origins, Meaning, and Devel-
opment, with scholarly insights from Abdul Rahman M. Chamseddine, Yusri
Hazran, Akram Khater, and Tuba Yildiz, a repose by the book author Said
Abou Zaki.

The journal concludes with a Bibliography of Periodical Literature on the Druze in
2023, compiled by Charles Johnson and Rami Zeedan. It also includes three
book reviews covering works on the role of socialism within the Druze communi-
ty in Lebanon by Eduardo Wassim Aboultaif, on Druze sociopolitical identity in
Israel by Muhammad Zammad Aslam and Sami Hussein Hakeem Barzani,
and on marriage practices among Druze in Syria by Mael Baummar.

In addition to launching the journal and expecting the second issue to be pub-
lished next year, we are also planning the 2025 Interdisciplinary Conference: Druze in the
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Levant and the Diaspora—Discourses of Tradition and Modernity. This hybrid bilingual
event will be held at the University of Kansas and over Zoom from October 16th
to 18th, 2025. The conference will provide a platform for scholars to present dis-
ciplinary-specific, comparative, or cross-disciplinary research on Druze communi-
ties and to explore the intersections of tradition and modernity. The call for papers
and submission details are available here: https://druze.ku.edu/2025druzeconfer-
ence.

One of the core principles of the Druzge Studies Journal is to create a collabo-
rative, accessible space for scholars from all over the world. The fully open-access
format ensures that research on the Druze is freely available to anyone interested
in the subject, supporting the broad dissemination of knowledge. This journal and
the entire initiative would not have been possible without the generous support of
the University of Kansas Libraries and the KU College of Liberal Arts & Sciences.

I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to the many who made this journal's
first issue and the 2023 symposium successful. Special thanks go to our esteemed
reviewers, whose insightful feedback has been invaluable in shaping the quality
of this issue. We are immensely grateful for their time and expertise, even those
whose reviews led to article rejections, as their efforts contributed to the scholarly
rigor of this journal.

I would also like to extend my thanks to our editorial board members for
their continuous service to the field and the journal: Eduardo Wassim Aboul-
taif, Gebhard Fartacek, Rabah Halabi, Yusti Hazran, William E.S. Miles,
Makram Rabah, Birgit Schibler, Hussam Timani, and Samer Traboulsi.
Many thanks to our support team at the University of Kansas, Marianne Reed
and Eric Bader, whose support has been instrumental. Additionally, we thank all
the 19 authors published in this issue and the presenters at the 2023 symposium
whose contributions have enriched the field of Druze Studies.

Our editorial team looks forward to receiving submissions of scholarly arti-
cles and reviews of books, films, and other media related to Druze communities.
We aim to use our reviews section as a platform for critical debate and scholarly
engagement and welcome ideas for book forums. Authors will have the oppor-
tunity to respond to reviews of their work, and we invite letters to the editor
regarding recently published articles, book forums, and book reviews in the Druzge
Studies Journal.

Once again, I thank everyone who has made this journal a reality. I invite you
to join us in this exciting journey as we build a vibrant, interdisciplinary communi-
ty dedicated to advancing the field of Druze Studies.
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