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ZEEDAN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

On behalf of the editorial board, I am pleased to introduce the second issue
of the Druze Studies Journal (DSJ). Like our inaugural issue, DSJ continues to
promote rigorous, peer-reviewed, open-access, interdisciplinary research on Druze
communities—covering their histories, social dynamics, cultural expressions, and
religious practices—while encouraging a globally-minded, diverse, and method-
ologically inclusive academic community.

As we bring Issue 2 to publication, it appears amid profound human suffering
and uncertainty affecting Druze communities and others in southern Syria—es-
pecially in and around Suwayda/Sweida. UN teports on the July 2025 massactes
document mass casualties, displacement, widespread destruction, civilian atroci-
ties, and ongoing calls for accountability. Although DSJ is an academic journal and
not a political entity, our work is inherently shaped by the realities faced by Druze
communities, and we see ourselves as serving society and those same communi-
ties. This context underscores the need for documentation, historically informed
analysis, and scholarly integrity, especially when public discourse is influenced by
incitement, misinformation, and the vulnerabilities of communities in crisis.

The 2025 Druze Studies Conference, hosted for the second time by the Uni-
versity of Kansas, was held as a hybrid, bilingual, interdisciplinary event titled
“Druze in the Levant and the Diaspora: Discourses of Tradition and Modernity.”
The event demonstrated the growth of Druze Studies into a truly international
scholarly forum. We have seen increased participation, with active presenters rising
to 32 from institutions across 14 countries, and in-person and global online audi-
ences exceeding 500 viewers. This year, session recordings were also made pub-
licly available. The conference notably reinforced our initial goals: establishing a
resilient platform for interdisciplinary dialogue, encouraging comparative research
across nations, and supporting scholars working across diverse languages and in-
stitutional backgrounds.

Issue 2 reflects DSJ’s commitment to both original scholarship and sustained
scholarly conversation. The issue opens with a keynote contribution, “Rebellions,
Mandates, and Margins: Placing Druze Studies in the Historiography of the Mod-
ern Middle East,” by Professors Michael Provence and Marie Grace Brown, which
was also presented at the conference. The issue also features two substantial book
forums that model DSJ’s vision of critical, multi-voiced engagement. The first,
“From Thirst to Voice: Critical Approaches to the Novel ‘No Water to Quench
Her Thirst’,” is a forum on Dr. Najat Abd al-Samad’s novel, presented in Arabic
with an English version included for broader accessibility. The second, “Contested
Belonging: Druze Identity, Zionism, and the Struggle Over Historical Narrative,”
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is a forum on the late Professor Kais Firro’s Druze in the Time of “Inattention,”
likewise presented in Arabic with an English version. In addition, the issue in-
cludes “Bibliography of Periodical Literature on the Druze in 2024: A Scoping Re-
view” and a set of book reviews addressing Druze histories, cultural production,
and global entanglements. Together, these contributions underscore DSJ’s aim to
pair field-building resources with peer review, interpretive scholarship, and critical
debate. Geographically, the contributions in Issue 2 span the Levant, focusing on
questions of belonging and historical narrative in Palestine/Israel and the Golan
Heights, as well as in Lebanon and Syria. It also extends to broader Mediterranean
and European settings, including Renaissance Italy.

We hope the inaugural and second issues of the journal highlight our view of
the DSJ as a peer-reviewed, diamond-open-access journal. The journal is support-
ed by the University of Kansas Libraries and is currently indexed by Crossref and
Google Scholar. As a new journal, DSJ is not yet ranked by major indexing and
ranking agencies; establishing that standing is an ongoing priority for the editorial
board. In this context, and for transparency, we want to share some statistics about
the journal (averages as of April 2026). Our editorial and peer-review workflow re-
flects the journal’s commitment to rigor and timely decisions, and we want readers

and authors to be aware of it:

Days to First Editorial Desk Decision: 7 days
Days to Accept: 128 days

Days to Reject: 47 days

Acceptance Rate: 25%

Desk Reject Rate: 22%

After Review Reject Rate: 53%

I want to thank everyone who made this issue possible. The issue was the
result of a broad network of scholarly efforts—authors, reviewers, editors, and
colleagues who dedicated their time and expertise to support an independent,
open-access publication. Special thanks go to our Associate Editors, Said Abou
Zaki and Charles H. Johnson, for their leadership and consistent intellectual col-
laboration, and to Dr. Eduardo Wassim Aboultaif for serving as Guest Editor for
one of the articles in this issue. I also appreciate our KU Libraties support team,
Marianne Reed and Eric Bader, for their diligent work and support. Additionally,
I thank the reviewers from 2024-2025 who helped uphold DS]J’s scholarly stan-
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dards, including: Rami Abou Diab, Suzanne Abou Omar, Said Abou Zaki, Eve
Afifa Kheir, Engin Deniz Akarli, Gebhard Fartacek, Anna Filipi, Rabah Halabi,
Yakub Halabi, Yusri Hazran, Amira Jarmakani, Lina Kassem, Asher Kaufman,
Laurie King, Brian LLagotte, Tobias Lang, William (Bill) Miles, Maha Natoor, Lind-
sey Pullum, Chaady Radwan, Birgit Schibler, Hussam Timani, Tuba Yildiz, and
three reviewers who requested to stay anonymous.

Looking ahead, we also share a Call for Papers for the 2026 issue of DS]J,
reaffirming our commitment to publishing on a rolling basis upon acceptance
and highlighting thematic priorities that remain underrepresented or urgent—in-
cluding Druze diaspora communities, the Druze in Jordan, and analytically rig-
orous work on the Druze in Syria amid ongoing crises. Finally, building on the
momentum of the 2025 conference, we look forward to the 2027 Druze Studies
Conference, planned for Fall 2027. Details will be shared in 2026, and we welcome
scholarly collaboration as the program develops.

Issue 2 and the 2025 Druze conference, along with the plans for the next
two years, showcase the growth of Druze Studies as a field. It also raised ques-
tions—some supportive, some critical—about the Druze Studies Project and its
public-facing activities, including the Druze Studies Conference. I want to take
these questions seriously, especially when they come from colleagues deeply in-
vested in the ethical implications of academic work. First, I reiterate a point I have
made directly in response to critique: the Druze Studies Journal, the Druze Studies
Project, and the conferences associated with them are scholatly initiatives, not in-
stitutional mandates, and not guided by any political agenda. We are committed to
protecting the project’s independence and to avoiding conditions or interests that
could compromise its intellectual integrity.

A related critique asks whether organizing a conference on a Middle Eastern
religious minority by a Western academic institution risks reproducing older pat-
terns of orientalist knowledge production—especially if such scholarship is per-
ceived (rightly or wrongly) as promoting fragmentation rather than inclusion. This
concern is historically legible. Another scholar shared a different point of view,
arguing that the very essence of the Druze Studies initiative lies in its transnational
connections, which transcend such boundaries and reconnect communities across
political divides. A third scholar also noted that Druze Studies is indeed a challenge
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to the national boundaries imposed by Western interventions in the Middle Fast.
My position is that minority studies do not inherently promote division; when put-
sued with scholarly rigor, ethical awareness, and genuine intellectual pluralism, they
can help challenge marginalization, broaden national and international narratives,
and deepen comparative understanding across societies. Just as importantly, DSJ,
the Druze Studies Project, and the conference have sought to address inequities
in access that often structure academic life. We recognize that the production and
dissemination of knowledge should not be constrained by language hierarchies.
For that reason, we believe that Druze Studies must remain accessible to Druze
communities and open to the broader Arab scholarly world. We invest in this by
publishing some of our content in both English and Arabic, including this Intro-
duction, providing Arabic abstracts for all English-language articles, and enabling
Arabic-language participation and Arabic—English interpretation in many confer-
ence sessions. By doing so, we reflect our commitment to accessibility for the
wider Arab scholarly community and Druze communities worldwide.

In presenting Issue 2, I invite colleagues to read, cite, critique, and build upon
the scholarship published here—and to view DSJ as a shared platform, strength-

ened by rigorous debate and sustained intellectual community.

Rami Zeedan
University of Kansas
April 21, 2026
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