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Call for Papers — Druze Studies Journal (2026 Issue)

Following the publication of its 2025 issue, the Druge Studies Jonrnal (DS]) invites scholars to submit
original research articles for consideration for its third issue, to be published in 2026.

DSJ publishes articles on a rolling basis upon acceptance. Once the peer-review process is
completed and a positive decision is reached, the editorial team aims to proceed promptly with
production, copyediting, and formatting.

The Druze Studies Journal is a peer-reviewed, open-access, interdisciplinary journal dedicated to
advancing scholarly understanding of Druze communities and Druze-related subjects, including their
history, society, culture, politics, and religious traditions. DS] seeks to serve as a global platform for
the exchange of knowledge and critical research on the Druze, fostering dialogue among scholars
working across regions, disciplines, and methodological approaches.

Scope and Thematic Priorities

DSJ welcomes submissions that address the Druze as a whole or focus on specific Druze
communities, as well as comparative studies that examine relations among different Druze
communities or situate the Druze in comparison with other groups.

For the 2026 issue, the editorial board welcomes submissions on all Druze-related topics and
regional contexts, while especially encouraging work that engages with the following
underrepresented or urgent areas of research:

¢ Druze Diaspora Communities: We particularly welcome submissions that examine Druze
communities outside the Middle East, including, but not limited to, North and South
America, Burope, and Australia. Despite their growing size and significance, diaspora Druze
communities remain underexplored in the existing scholarship.

e The Druze in Jordan: Given the relative scarcity of academic research on the Druze in
Jordan, DSJ encourages contributions that explore their historical presence, social
organization, religious life, political positioning, and interactions with the state and society.

e The Druze in Syria: In light of ongoing crises and emergencies affecting Druze
communities in Syria, DSJ seeks to provide scholarly space for historically grounded,
analytically rigorous studies of Syrian Druze communities. Submissions may address
historical trajectories, cultural production, religious institutions, political structures, local
governance, social change, memory, displacement, and other relevant themes. The journal
aims to document, contextualize, and critically analyze the Druze experience in Syria without
compromising scholarly standards or analytical depth.

Disciplinary Approaches

DSJ encourages submissions from both discipline-specific and interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary
perspectives. Relevant fields include, but are not limited to: History; Religious Studies; Theology;
Political Science; Sociology; Anthropology; Linguistics; Literature; Economics; Medicine and Health;



Psychology; Philosophy; Geography; Art (Performing and Visual); Law; Education; Journalism;
Media Studies; and Communication.

Articles that synthesize insights across disciplines to offer integrated perspectives on the Druze past,

present, and future are particularly welcome.
Submission Information
Manuscripts should be submitted through the journal’s website: .

For inquiries regarding submissions or the journal’s scope, please get in touch with the editorial

i

office at druzestudies(@ku.edu
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Druze Studies Journal is published by the University of Kansas Libraties.
© 2026 the Author(s). This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
4.0 International License.
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ZEEDAN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

On behalf of the editorial board, I am pleased to introduce the second issue
of the Druze Studies Journal (DSJ). Like our inaugural issue, DSJ continues to
promote rigorous, peer-reviewed, open-access, interdisciplinary research on Druze
communities—covering their histories, social dynamics, cultural expressions, and
religious practices—while encouraging a globally-minded, diverse, and method-
ologically inclusive academic community.

As we bring Issue 2 to publication, it appears amid profound human suffering
and uncertainty affecting Druze communities and others in southern Syria—es-
pecially in and around Suwayda/Sweida. UN teports on the July 2025 massactes
document mass casualties, displacement, widespread destruction, civilian atroci-
ties, and ongoing calls for accountability. Although DSJ is an academic journal and
not a political entity, our work is inherently shaped by the realities faced by Druze
communities, and we see ourselves as serving society and those same communi-
ties. This context underscores the need for documentation, historically informed
analysis, and scholarly integrity, especially when public discourse is influenced by
incitement, misinformation, and the vulnerabilities of communities in crisis.

The 2025 Druze Studies Conference, hosted for the second time by the Uni-
versity of Kansas, was held as a hybrid, bilingual, interdisciplinary event titled
“Druze in the Levant and the Diaspora: Discourses of Tradition and Modernity.”
The event demonstrated the growth of Druze Studies into a truly international
scholarly forum. We have seen increased participation, with active presenters rising
to 32 from institutions across 14 countries, and in-person and global online audi-
ences exceeding 500 viewers. This year, session recordings were also made pub-
licly available. The conference notably reinforced our initial goals: establishing a
resilient platform for interdisciplinary dialogue, encouraging comparative research
across nations, and supporting scholars working across diverse languages and in-
stitutional backgrounds.

Issue 2 reflects DSJ’s commitment to both original scholarship and sustained
scholarly conversation. The issue opens with a keynote contribution, “Rebellions,
Mandates, and Margins: Placing Druze Studies in the Historiography of the Mod-
ern Middle East,” by Professors Michael Provence and Marie Grace Brown, which
was also presented at the conference. The issue also features two substantial book
forums that model DSJ’s vision of critical, multi-voiced engagement. The first,
“From Thirst to Voice: Critical Approaches to the Novel ‘No Water to Quench
Her Thirst’,” is a forum on Dr. Najat Abd al-Samad’s novel, presented in Arabic
with an English version included for broader accessibility. The second, “Contested
Belonging: Druze Identity, Zionism, and the Struggle Over Historical Narrative,”



INTRODUCTION

is a forum on the late Professor Kais Firro’s Druze in the Time of “Inattention,”
likewise presented in Arabic with an English version. In addition, the issue in-
cludes “Bibliography of Periodical Literature on the Druze in 2024: A Scoping Re-
view” and a set of book reviews addressing Druze histories, cultural production,
and global entanglements. Together, these contributions underscore DSJ’s aim to
pair field-building resources with peer review, interpretive scholarship, and critical
debate. Geographically, the contributions in Issue 2 span the Levant, focusing on
questions of belonging and historical narrative in Palestine/Israel and the Golan
Heights, as well as in Lebanon and Syria. It also extends to broader Mediterranean
and European settings, including Renaissance Italy.

We hope the inaugural and second issues of the journal highlight our view of
the DSJ as a peer-reviewed, diamond-open-access journal. The journal is support-
ed by the University of Kansas Libraries and is currently indexed by Crossref and
Google Scholar. As a new journal, DSJ is not yet ranked by major indexing and
ranking agencies; establishing that standing is an ongoing priority for the editorial
board. In this context, and for transparency, we want to share some statistics about
the journal (averages as of April 2026). Our editorial and peer-review workflow re-
flects the journal’s commitment to rigor and timely decisions, and we want readers

and authors to be aware of it:

Days to First Editorial Desk Decision: 7 days
Days to Accept: 128 days

Days to Reject: 47 days

Acceptance Rate: 25%

Desk Reject Rate: 22%

After Review Reject Rate: 53%

I want to thank everyone who made this issue possible. The issue was the
result of a broad network of scholarly efforts—authors, reviewers, editors, and
colleagues who dedicated their time and expertise to support an independent,
open-access publication. Special thanks go to our Associate Editors, Said Abou
Zaki and Charles H. Johnson, for their leadership and consistent intellectual col-
laboration, and to Dr. Eduardo Wassim Aboultaif for serving as Guest Editor for
one of the articles in this issue. I also appreciate our KU Libraties support team,
Marianne Reed and Eric Bader, for their diligent work and support. Additionally,
I thank the reviewers from 2024-2025 who helped uphold DS]J’s scholarly stan-



ZEEDAN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

dards, including: Rami Abou Diab, Suzanne Abou Omar, Said Abou Zaki, Eve
Afifa Kheir, Engin Deniz Akarli, Gebhard Fartacek, Anna Filipi, Rabah Halabi,
Yakub Halabi, Yusri Hazran, Amira Jarmakani, Lina Kassem, Asher Kaufman,
Laurie King, Brian LLagotte, Tobias Lang, William (Bill) Miles, Maha Natoor, Lind-
sey Pullum, Chaady Radwan, Birgit Schibler, Hussam Timani, Tuba Yildiz, and
three reviewers who requested to stay anonymous.

Looking ahead, we also share a Call for Papers for the 2026 issue of DS]J,
reaffirming our commitment to publishing on a rolling basis upon acceptance
and highlighting thematic priorities that remain underrepresented or urgent—in-
cluding Druze diaspora communities, the Druze in Jordan, and analytically rig-
orous work on the Druze in Syria amid ongoing crises. Finally, building on the
momentum of the 2025 conference, we look forward to the 2027 Druze Studies
Conference, planned for Fall 2027. Details will be shared in 2026, and we welcome
scholarly collaboration as the program develops.

Issue 2 and the 2025 Druze conference, along with the plans for the next
two years, showcase the growth of Druze Studies as a field. It also raised ques-
tions—some supportive, some critical—about the Druze Studies Project and its
public-facing activities, including the Druze Studies Conference. I want to take
these questions seriously, especially when they come from colleagues deeply in-
vested in the ethical implications of academic work. First, I reiterate a point I have
made directly in response to critique: the Druze Studies Journal, the Druze Studies
Project, and the conferences associated with them are scholatly initiatives, not in-
stitutional mandates, and not guided by any political agenda. We are committed to
protecting the project’s independence and to avoiding conditions or interests that
could compromise its intellectual integrity.

A related critique asks whether organizing a conference on a Middle Eastern
religious minority by a Western academic institution risks reproducing older pat-
terns of orientalist knowledge production—especially if such scholarship is per-
ceived (rightly or wrongly) as promoting fragmentation rather than inclusion. This
concern is historically legible. Another scholar shared a different point of view,
arguing that the very essence of the Druze Studies initiative lies in its transnational
connections, which transcend such boundaries and reconnect communities across
political divides. A third scholar also noted that Druze Studies is indeed a challenge
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to the national boundaries imposed by Western interventions in the Middle Fast.
My position is that minority studies do not inherently promote division; when put-
sued with scholarly rigor, ethical awareness, and genuine intellectual pluralism, they
can help challenge marginalization, broaden national and international narratives,
and deepen comparative understanding across societies. Just as importantly, DSJ,
the Druze Studies Project, and the conference have sought to address inequities
in access that often structure academic life. We recognize that the production and
dissemination of knowledge should not be constrained by language hierarchies.
For that reason, we believe that Druze Studies must remain accessible to Druze
communities and open to the broader Arab scholarly world. We invest in this by
publishing some of our content in both English and Arabic, including this Intro-
duction, providing Arabic abstracts for all English-language articles, and enabling
Arabic-language participation and Arabic—English interpretation in many confer-
ence sessions. By doing so, we reflect our commitment to accessibility for the
wider Arab scholarly community and Druze communities worldwide.

In presenting Issue 2, I invite colleagues to read, cite, critique, and build upon
the scholarship published here—and to view DSJ as a shared platform, strength-

ened by rigorous debate and sustained intellectual community.

Rami Zeedan
University of Kansas
April 21, 2026



ZEEDAN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

Note: This is the Arabic version of the English version above.
odel &3l a5l dgyall @l o ole dli>do
ol dasMa
«2025,2 sasll a3l olulyll dos -danda»
alad saly
soludlS dsals
LBl =148l

2 dyiyadl wlwlyudl dsa «2025,2 sasll &y ya)l ol yall dows -daada® | aly (olag)
.(2025)



INTRODUCTION

34l @bl )l dlana o S sasll p381 1 ey 23oed] dgm cpe Gyl
daSoally oy dapsSYI Sl e dlaall Joolod (> uzdl Baae 3 S (DS))
2loy ladsall sisze Uis aio sy driyll olulyall Yl L8 Jsog)l d>guaaly
)l gl ylang (A 3lal il yemig s laia 31 Lgiloaling iyl oolanizmall oyl
Uingin pting (g 510 «alle LanlST gains el Lle gl go

coretid] pac o Al g diac dolus] 5Uleay puy Blew 8 LI sasll e yuay
Lagmag slaggud] dabta 5 lages g dyysus st 3 et s dyyyall lanznall JUas
oo il Lag 2025 5d5y/39a3 b by il y3lomall Basmzall @all yyla iy aad
by W] opisall B @Slgail puly Hlosg o @lSymg Ll e 854S slucl
g agapdST dlna o a355al Olulyll dons o @iy dsslnally ©ldlaall lsazl
olaniznal aad g3l gBlgll Yo 3 ez @Sons (JSLcy Uilac 18 Lol BLS
1> e wleazoall dlldg dale paioall doas 280 6 Lot S gyl
dalidly ol L3l Jlodlg (3sdl ) domlall da ol §lead] lin 4S8y .olg
o ila )l anlagllg ookl panymily sy ple Ollas I 8 lagus Yg cdzalll
sla3l 8 dndlgll wlaazall

dnal> a5 5 yall axdliazal (12025 ala) &5 yadl @l yall yaise sl
8 30l plie s (laasdl Bsssiag Al L35 o daay oluslS
uLub_\”u_Q‘sAJ Caasdl L&m_\“o.wg «:UL&:JIB AA.Q.J‘ ubUa> )A@A”g @)AAA”
45)&&.;\” f\»u_gﬁgsd.a o_sl_:_, b;@m..m.é L.m.a_> LJg.sLm.Lc.é_p.m ‘.@ws_\ 4.:_)).).”
s 14 J2a3 ©lumsbo oo d-lg iy 32 Aoy Bligl pSsliall iUl sas gl 3]
Mg gl plall 3@ yLine 500 iyl yueg Lygdas yaindl sac jolad lagd
Ao dais 2las] dpunesld] Ldlual e 1 STl jaigall slef a8g Loyl yogand) osludsdl
Wl aesg bl @Bl ye oy liall codl geamids (laasadl saazall g
Aegita &dluwge wlals g wlaly o lalsll

Lol el o IS5 gyl @bl yall dloe al3all doall oo Ll saall uSay
T olazdly wlsiadly ol gin s dadluay saall pzdy plazuall alall ylgsdly
sguordl iecaandl busgdl 83l 535 LS 6 anssl oLyl 8890t siologlly
J.Lsz”p.a) S _)AJQAJIU.B \.aU\LShAAJuB 4849 vmg As_)gb_) QJ.LJ').:— 6JL°9 Q,UJLQQ)J JS.JLA
307 Jodl . olgodl sisia gl jload dlaall &8y ol (undige fusale i
85055l dylgy Jo> satta sms cclgyoyy elo ¥ &yl &3t wilyyla sall ] b
Lol . Joooll d] 3350 bl ya dy3eland] a5 po cdigyall d8llly 538 aall ase Blas
wddayldl dpsyudl e ¢ lyally ddggall iyl Lag)l ade ¢ jlall clazidl (S
P38 489 “alasll o) B 3001”938 uedd Sl ysandosdl GUS Joo e 56d
Byl ol Ll glor IS sasll padtyg dyiulani] d5uid o duyelly y3Yl 92
Sl @lanlya oy degama L] 88Lo] i dlaSiwl daxlye 22024 ale) 3o, Jom
Slaaluall 0ia .\gé_‘g el MJ[SJL.U..Jg ‘u_QLnJJl N‘>L‘J19 Soyal gy Jolus U.Jl



ZEEDAN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

Codly (a8l @ Soudly (alall Jasl el 3ylga oo pasdl 3 dlowall Bua dnatone
Byl e saall e eilalgel dzad  8lyandl coruall leg . gasidl Laladly g ypudd]
iy ol sl pabradd 3 ddepyll dysyadls clamidl LLaS e ols 3555 g
Shagzall peladll b gusl olslaal Cila Ll dyysws ol 8 2liSg dsal
i i Aogl yoe 3 Wlayl s 5 Loy ¢ 009315
dlore Lgho oy &35l Ollyl dlnal iagd lllg J531 laasll g o ol
.(Diamond Open Access) yis pgauy ;93 ;309 (JolSIL Joo o)l d>guan daSn
Googleg Crossref 8 Ll> du ygao 29 U,.yLu_‘lS dnaly duSa peay dlall sy
ipiozlly duygall daliil yas sy zyad @l MLJI dyas dloes Wgao 519 Scholar
509 (Blawdl 130 b9y yoll dig) 8 patio )0l @B gall lid Fayd [Siyg (S
> dygaa ¥i2a) dloally dilazall oilelasdl jasy S lie 3g5 dblasdl Ol
3155lg dealsll dalpally dlsall Al @Sy syl a1 LuSaig (2026 /oyl
i ginn dg0) ybl 3 @l

ALl 7: 0531 gsaodl 3158l 3158 e}l badsgall o
loss 128 1 Jsll a3l badsguall @
lags 47 1 adyl) a3l badsgzall

725 : ) gudl] deus
%22 :yislall g yayodll (b))l deus @
753 Sl say byl s ®

8303 elo a8d sasll 1 z1s5] 3 Igagal o gaan I 3Sadl Jojow adail of 3o
ol eMaillg ‘u,\))su.\”g Mb (et gall oy AaSY gl oo dawlg &Sl
giclun Sl asly Joosll zoiaeg Jaiua joiin aca) agil i peds lgaas
Jolguall ¢ ySall Lagiglaig lagisld Lle gudsar - Jslads S5 ool gz y>xall
e Al yimall youy anlid) cagdal ool pedsg 5ylg0] ysaSl Sl sl Gl LS
ey 23 lole lagus Yy ol daalsr EiSo §038 e liS asly suall i odlia
S l9agal (231 2025-2024 jole I gpuaSimall Sl S 098l laglas e ol
555 9l s s ol l39u OLid ol l sging clanal) dalsll slaall e Blal
s> Dotny (> Zly b Ul elacliys slge ‘_,blSl).o_s RUES] PEVESE: - I T-1]]
oolersd ot olyy @S g3o) (b olS sl el L Sliayr Bysel ly3es g3
(e plas ol Cumy plody 3LiS polor sid 4okl lge Ll (Je) @iy @53
08laul e @aS)l pac TgLAS eadone &5 ] 88L5] sy g3

2026 Al slonall Sl quaid Bges e Lol ol Jeizasall ] gl oy
e9ll abaluag Joll 395 73t palal le sadlly Lal3al (asaza dlanall o
3 3 Loy Lols 5wl S gl BIS i Mtad dlitan JI35 3 diy wlyglol e



INTRODUCTION

39301 Jo> ol dddodll gy (o y31 3 3o3alg yongall 3 5ol wilsaioe
e saibe i il il ] oLy alit s 8pasall ol B 3 Lysus 9
igag 2027 cayys 3 ) balasall 2027 lsd a3yl olulyl sasse | el 2025
el yolas g,a vmalfﬂl ool 339 2026 ple M5 Loladl e oMl
oetiad) xal 3 dlg 2025 slal 4y 5all wlulyall jaiga il ] ;QJLJ‘ sl uSay
(as.l.) Lg,osu—u)!ghu..: 9AJ| (RN )Lﬂ S OngJg d.JJJJJI uLub_).” J‘D gAJ MJLOJ‘
0380 <l O_Q [AJ ‘PlSL” ..\SL/.” old wLbLng 4_.\_)_)_\” uLub_&” tg_).;m Js}—_\sb L@asug
> logas g ol Jaso e e glucd] oda 351 u.‘.\l .\Sgl ul J9|9 Ayl aslwlydl
Y] uwa@il Jasll 480331 slesY O Sadl b Basy oo 33a eMa)y e el
lalyadl dloe ol addl e 8ynla 33y 8 lede @ ol B dlats L (STl el
Caud g dgale ailysla oo lags dadiyall ubm_gzdlg iyl wlalyal ¢ g sng gyl
ddMatwl Glasy ygoida oy dwliw S| 6b ¢4_>9.a w:..Jg Al ga loygas
4_1_)5.0.” oM u.uAJ A8 ZSJL""A 9| bg_)m 6' = Jlsz.u)!bg ‘89)““‘”
3)...“]'u_éd.u.l.\@[dp)mgn‘mb.uulS'Jlth;L;upl.\mL\@J;o.ug
48 y2all (4o P-‘-q' blai CLul Salely sbolsa 08 dye dpnnslST dusge 18 oo ool
L>-9).4 d.n,osJ—Lb;- s 9' 8> Q.L—g,ou” K% “C_g,Jl R NQ |J‘ LA_uJ ﬂg Aw‘wﬂl
ig>g o s el yie  bildall o0 L3l pogas 3lall lia | tuwyu Y oBlaas
z.)g.&:gU O)Jlsz.n Lg_JlS...uJ &OASJGJJ)_&” uLub_).” OJ.)L«A)QQ}Q' I)MS:.A d.nLo:.a_)Lv
3Ll S Lol o5l e rlamizmall Loy sy oololuiitl o3 Solnti 2l
Al dagdll sgasd) Gus il 3> 0_9 SR dgyyall olwhall 5 el esl
¥ ol olalys 4 us Jazd (4850 Lol gl 3yl o dapdll KOVEST]| Lg,uop
4458 d.JJJ.SUQ AU.BMQ-' =599 16..4.431.:_ 4./.)‘).0.) &)LAJ Loaiod ‘?Lumﬂ' u” O)g)db b,.o.n.\
Seass cidoally Aol syl grasss «siagil dga e o5 malu gl o
.Oleazsall ) oléall agall
Ayl bl gl ¢ g yiag (dyyall wluwlyall dlxa EWRCIA) oe a0 Jay ¥
Lol @i Lo 1355 A1 Jpogll 8501 5 Blslcadll axof donllnn Jf paigalls
Q99 diaggy ity UoSy u' u_o.u.)ﬂ Wolalg 48 y=all z L] uL’)‘U b L dsaalSY
Oloaimall dxlia LA ol com dsall olulall ol o8 (glaiall 1ia eg . lgises
o209 . 2wedl el LagsSYI Yol Lle @l3 eBgll 8 docaiag lguwds dyyll
I3 5 Lay el ol casallls Bslgo jass i M5 oo al3ddl 1 yazius
Sl ] e iaaily 8ysauall cdliall gand Lo ally lasle 353y dasdall 030
oo sl 8 &y lodii=d sall & y0all dax yill Bilassg g yall dallly & Liall &U]
(wgdl u,)sﬂl a3 83l gazoall 48 yeall Ul Lal 3l e yind Jigrg . yaddall ool
I Al sl il 8 450l @laaiznallg
slgacaly Lo 8ygaaall Jlacd 8238 ] eMajll geol (S saall 13g) Lagadizyg



ZEEDAN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

(S yina daio o gy 4yl olulyul dxe J 3l Jlo—lgde Ldlg laagig g
plazas 6958 gaiaayg pslall uladly gois

ol el

woluslS deol
2026 5/ cylucs 21

10



Druze
Studies Journal

Article:
“Keynote: Rebellions, Mandates, and Margins: Placing Druze Studies
in the Historiography of the Modern Middle East.”

Michael Provence®
University of California, San Diego

Marie Grace Brown”
University of Kansas

Received: 15 December 2025
Revised: 23 January 2026
Accepted: 26 January 2026

Cite this article (The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition):

Provence Michael, and Marie Grace Brown. 2026. “Keynote: Rebellions, Man-
dates, and Margins: Placing Druze Studies in the Historiography of the Mod-
ern Middle East,” Druze Studies Journal 2. doi.org/10.17161/druze.2.24919

* Dr. Michael Provence: mprovence@ucsd.edu
" Dr. Marie Grace Brown: mgbrown@ku.edu

Founding Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Rami Zeedan. rzeedan@ku.edu

Druze Studies Journal is published by the University of Kansas Libraries.
@ @@@ © 2026 the Author(s). This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

E MG MND



http://journals.ku.edu/druze
http://journals.ku.edu
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.en
mailto:mprovence@ucsd.edu
mailto:mgbrown@ku.edu
mailto:rzeedan@ku.edu

PROVENCE & BROWN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

Abstract
This article summarizes the keynote session of the 2025 Druze Studies Confer-
ence held at the University of Kansas on October 16-17, 2025. The session in-
cluded opening rematks, a keynote speech by Professor Michael Provence, and a
discussion with Professor Marie Brown on the historiographical positioning of
Druze Studies within broader Middle Eastern narratives, the centennial of the
1925 Syrian Revolt, and the implications of sectarianism, colonial legacies, and
transnational identities. Provence’s keynote revisits his eatlier work to argue that
the Syrian Patriotic Revolution was not a localized Druze uprising but a sophisti-
cated, non-sectarian movement for Syrian unity and independence, challenging co-
lonial partition plans and mandate-era narratives. He emphasizes the significance
of underused Arabic memoirs and League of Nations archives in reshaping our
understanding of anti-colonial resistance. The discussion with Brown builds on
these insights to address contemporary historiography and teaching, emphasizing
the need to move beyond nation-state frameworks, to embrace complex identities,
and to incorporate diverse sources beyond traditional archives to better capture

marginalized voices and transnational ties.

Keywords: Druze Studies, Syrian Revolt, Sultan al-Atrash, Middle Eastern
Historiography, Sectarianism, Transnational Identity, Colonialism and Resistance.
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REBELLIONS, MANDATES, AND MARGINS

Introduction

The keynote session of the 2025 Druze Studies Conference started with
opening remarks from the conference organizer, Dr. Rami Zeedan, an Associ-
ate Professor at the University of Kansas (KU) and founding Editor-in-Chief of
the Druze Studies Journal. Dr. Zeedan expressed appreciation to the organizing
committee and attendees, highlighting the conference’s dedication to open-access
scholarship and its role in fostering global academic exchange. He emphasized
the journal’s diamond open-access model and its alignhment with the conference’s
inclusive, community-focused mission.

Following Dr. Zeedan, Professor Arash Mafi, the Executive Dean of the KU
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, welcomed participants both in person and
online. He highlighted the conference as a significant milestone for KU and the
broader international scholarly community involved in Druze Studies. Profes-
sor Mafi pointed out the interdisciplinary and global nature of the event, which
includes contributions from scholars from 14 countries across four continents,
representing fields such as history, political science, religious studies, and Middle
Eastern studies. The conference’s bilingual format, offering presentations in At-
abic and English with live interpretation by KU graduate students, demonstrates
KU’ commitment to global engagement and student involvement. Undergraduate
and graduate students have played important roles in organizing and presenting,
showing how research and learning are integrated across all academic levels. Pro-
fessor Mafi also recognized the sensitive topics discussed, especially considering
recent events affecting Druze communities in southern Syria. He urged scholars
to approach these discussions with rigor, empathy, and respect.

The final introductory segment, before the keynote and discussion, featured
a presentation by Mr. Charles H. Johnson. Mr. Johnson discussed his project ti-
tled “Bibliography of Periodical Literature on the Druze in 2024 - A Scoping
Review,” which he conducted with Dr. Rami Zeedan and Mr. Michael Peper. He
provided background on the project, which originated from the Druze Studies
Project at the University of Kansas, launched in 2019 to involve undergraduate
students in research about the Druze community and the broader Middle East.
Since then, the project has produced literature reviews, conference presentations,
and peer-reviewed publications. Building on this foundation, the team aimed to
unify three major initiatives—the Druze Studies Journal, the Druze Studies Refer-
ence Portal, and the Druze Studies Conference—through an annual meta-analysis

of Druze-related scholarship. The goal was to systematically track developments
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in the field and enhance the Reference Portal by adding curated, open-access re-
sources.

The 2024 study is the first formal scoping review of Druze literature, building
on a 2023 survey published in the Druze Studies Journal (Johnson and Zeedan,
2024). With support from Mr. Peper, whose expertise in library sciences strength-
ened the study’s rigor, they expanded their eligibility criteria to include not only
peer-reviewed books, chapters, and articles but also master’s theses and doctoral
dissertations published in English in 2024. The review analyzed over 2,600 entries
from nine databases and ultimately selected 93 works for inclusion. Johnson noted
that the increase in literature compared to the previous year was not necessarily
a sign of growth in the field, but more a result of improved methodology and
broader criteria. This underscores the importance of systematic tracking in a rap-
idly evolving area of study.

The subject analysis revealed a strong interdisciplinary character, with political
science and history projects on Druze communities that are leading the literature.
The updated methodology also identified more entries than prior years in educa-
tion and pedagogical studies, indicating broader thematic involvement. Geograph-
ically, the review continued to show an overrepresentation of Isracli Druze com-
munities, particularly in fields like biology, health, and education. This imbalance
is partly due to limited access to Druze populations in Syria and Lebanon, but also
highlights notable gaps and opportunities for future research.

Johnson concluded by reflecting on the importance of academic involvement
during recent regional upheavals. The Druze communities have been deeply af-
fected by events after October 7th, 2023, including military mobilization in Isra-
el, violence in southern Lebanon and the Golan Heights, and renewed sectarian
conflict in Syria. These developments have increased attention to the Druze, often
through media rather than academic outlets. Johnson stressed that this makes the
work of Druze Studies scholars even more crucial, as the community often finds
itself at the intersection of conflict and peace. He thanked the conference orga-
nizers and participants for their ongoing dedication to advancing the field and
encouraged further reflection and inquiry into the complex realities facing Druze

communities today.
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Keynote: “Rebellions, Mandates, and Margins: Placing Druze Studies in
the Historiography of the Modern Middle East” by Dr. Michael Provence

It is a great honor to participate in the 2025 Druze Studies Conference. I
sincerely thank Professor Marie Brown for the kind introduction and Professor
Rami Zeedan for the invitation. This is my first visit to Lawrence, Kansas, and I
am enamored by the town and the university and impressed by the outstanding
work being carried out here. The conference and the Druze Studies Project have
convinced me of the significance and energy of Druze Studies as an academic
discipline.

As we gather in October 2025, we commemorate the centennial of the Great
Sytian Revolt of 1925. This event, often called the "Druze Revolt" by its oppo-
nents, was known to its participants as the Syrian Patriotic Revolution (al-Thawra
al-Wataniyya al-Suriyya). This prompts us to ask: What vision of Syria did the
revolutionaries have? What were their goals?

Reflecting on my earlier work—especially my book published twenty years
ago based on research in Syria and the Druze region—I now see that I underesti-
mated the clarity and sophistication of the revolutionaries' goals. Their main aim
was clearly Syrian unity and independence, and they opposed the post-World War
I mandate system that sought to divide the Arab provinces of the former Ottoman
Empire (Provence, 2005a).

One source I recently revisited was the serialized memoirs of Sultan al-At-
rash, the revolt's leader, published in the eatly 1970s in a now-defunct Beirut
newspaper. These memoirs, shared with me by Shaykh Muhammad Tarabeyh in
Suwayda in 2000, offer invaluable insights."! The Druze region, Jabal Hawran (Jabal
al-Druze), located in southern Syria, had become the cultural and religious center
of the Druze community in the 19th century. My time there, visiting villages and
engaging with the people of the region, revealed a place of beauty, resilience, and
historical importance. That research was based on about 30 months of residence
in Syria, and on Sytian published and unpublished materials. I spent a lot of won-
derful time among the people of Hawran and Jabal Hawran and have many cher-
ished memories of the kindness and generosity I received.

The book came out in 2005, and since about 2010, I have spent long periods
in the French, British, and League of Nations archives. League of Nations perma-

' Mudhakkirat Sultan,” serialized in Bayrut al-masa’ 97-120 (1975-76). There ate other
memoirs, including the comprehensive, multi-volume edition recently compiled and
published by Dr. Rim Mansour Al-Atrash.

15



PROVENCE & BROWN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

nent commission files contain many petitions, including those from Sultan al-At-
rash, submitted via Shakib Arslan, demanding full independence for all of Greater
Sytia and denouncing the French mandate and its sectarian separatism.? These
documents indicate that Sultan al-Atrash and other Druze were not responding to
localized French oppression in the 1920s, but possessed, like their non-Druze al-
lies, a clear, non-sectarian program of Syrian independence. For them, “free Syria”
meant from the Red Sea to the mountains of Anatolia.

The revolt of 1925 was thus a direct response to colonial efforts to divide the
region, and the revolt united the region. The architects of the mandate systems,
the French and British, refused to recognize the possibility of a unified Syrian
political community. Mandate Secretary General Robert de Caix had arranged the
sectarian system of Lebanon, devised the Syrian micro-states of Jabal Druze and
the Alawite territory, and produced a Franco-Druze autonomy agreement, which
a few Druze shaykhs embraced. By contrast, Sultan al-Atrash and his allies en-
visioned a non-sectarian Syrian state, extending from the Taurus Mountains to
the Red Sea, covering modern-day Syria, L.ebanon, Palestine, Jordan, and parts of
Turkey.

This vision sharply contrasted with the aims of colonial powers. Sultan al-At-
rash’s leadership united various Syrian groups, starting with the Druze, not for
sectarian independence, but for national unity. His political partner in the move-
ment was Dr. Abd al-Rahman al-Shabandar, the Syrian Protestant College-edu-
cated physician, founder of the People’s Party, and an important Ottoman- and
post-Ottoman-era political figure (al-Shahbandar, 1993). In fact, the Druze Studies
Project’s transnational and global approach aligns with this historical vision, cross-
ing borders to examine a community that itself challenges national boundaries —
still defined by colonial borders.

Three episodes illustrate the broader context of the revolt. First, the Ottoman
Repression Campaign (1910-1911): An Ottoman general, Sami Pasha al-Faruqj,
led a campaign against the Druze following a conflict between Druze shaykhs and
the Hawranis (residents of the plains). Sultan al-Atrash’s uncle was among those
targeted. Sultan himself was conscripted into the Ottoman army, where he learned
to read and write and was exposed to modern military practice. His father was ex-
ecuted after the end of the campaign, which fueled Sultan’s anti-Ottoman stance.

Second, the Correspondence Between Sultan and Salim al-Atrash: During the

? League of Nations, Permanent Mandates Commission, carton R22, “Events in Syria,”
Sultan al-Atrash to League of Nations, 22 Sept 1922.
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last month of the Great War (1914-1918), Sultan supported Amir Faysal and par-
ticipated in the final march on Damascus. His cousin Salim, however, opposed this
stance, preferring loyalty to the Ottoman state. Their letters reveal deep divisions
within the Druze leadership and highlight the lack of a unified Druze political
position. Sultan’s response emphasized modernity, British support, and a broader
vision for Syria (Provence, 2005b). Salim emphasized caution and tradition.

Third, the Robert de Caix Plan (1921): French mandate secretary-general
Robert de Caix proposed a sectarian division of Syria, creating separate states for
each religious group, including an autonomous Druze state. This plan resembled
his earlier effort to establish a sectarian Greater Lebanon. Sultan al-Atrash and
many, but not all, Hawran Druze rejected the sectarian fragmentation of their
region, leading to the 1925 revolt. His slogan, “Religion is for God, the nation is
for all,” captured their commitment to unity.

The revolt rejected sectarian division, partition, and colonial occupation. Al-
though the human toll was large—French forces bombed villages and cities, in-
cluding Hama and Damascus—the revolution ultimately led to the failure of the
partition plan. Sultan al-Atrash’s vision succeeded, and the Druze played a key
role in shaping modern Syria, until after independence, when a series of would-be
military dictators attempted to marginalize their community.

Professor Zeedan invited me to address this history, and I took the oppor-
tunity to reconsider my earlier scholarship on the 1925 revolution. I think my
eatlier scholarship underplayed the revolutionaries' political awateness and sophis-
tication. Furthermore, I now think that Atrash Mudafas (guesthouses) were the
places where political ideas of post-Ottoman free Syrian unity were probably first
discussed and born, starting even before the Great War. Sultan al-Atrash’s mudafa
was a refuge from the reign of terror of the Ottoman military governor, Cemal
Pasha, in Damascus, and all the fugitive nationalist intellectuals who escaped his
noose passed through it (Salibi 2005, 131).

The Syrian Patriotic Revolution had deeper roots and wider spread than many
scholars, including me, realized as a strong assertion of national identity and mod-
ern political ideals. Its legacy urges us to reevaluate the stories of colonialism and
resistance in the Middle East.

Discussion and Q&A — Dr. Marie Brown and Dr. Michael Provence

Professor Marie Brown opened the discussion by thanking Professor
Provence for his keynote and for his intellectual humility in revisiting his earlier
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conclusions. She posed a series of questions that framed the conversation, and the
audience then provided additional questions.

Marie Brown: I am currently teaching a Modern Middle East survey course,
and we finished the Mandate Period a week ago. I wish I had had your presentation
to inform my lecture! I have gathered a few comments and questions for you to
respond to, however you would like.

First, thank you for saying that you changed your mind—that your scholar-
ship had not gone far enough or been bold enough. It is refreshing to hear some-
one say, “I would like to rethink this,” or “I wish I had done a little bit more.” Many
of my comments come from both my role as a fellow Middle East historian and as
an instructor. (I have several students in the audience here.) Question one: Your
research, and indeed this entire conference, highlights a triangle of competing
impulses: 1) To make Middle East history understandable to students, commu-
nities, and policymakers through an accessible narrative; 2) To accommodate the
diversity of experiences and priorities among minority groups; 3) To prevent mar-
ginalizing these groups as perpetual “others.” How do you reconcile these tensions
between communal identity and national or regional narratives?

Your distinction between unity and independence also caught my attention.
You proposed that unity can be a political goal separate from independence, and
that unity is now an outdated political category. Because we have prioritized in-
dependence, we are left with colonial legacies and trapped within the nation-state
framework. Imperial logic insisted on dividing the world into clear categories—re-
ligions, races, and nations. We lack the intellectual imagination to identify identities
that do not fit within the boundaries of a map.

Relatedly, I have been considering how we prioritize land over water as a
framework for organization. There are too few courses on the Indian Ocean, the
Red Sea, or the Mediterranean. We remain constrained by this landmass called the
Middle East. I would appreciate your thoughts on challenging this limiting per-
spective. How can we, as scholars and teachers, shift from the boundaries of the
nation-state to a sense of unity?

And finally, a broader question. A student once asked me for “good news.”
She said everything in our class was depressing, So, where in your research do we
find celebration, joy, or beauty?

Michael Provence: Thank you for those insightful questions and thoughtful
responses. Essentially, the answer to your first two questions is: the archives. What

sparked my thinking was revisiting the sources I had collected—some I read, some
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I did not, because I had a dissertation to write. Nevertheless, the voices—the
things people said—are the guide.

There is a vast collection of Arabic-language memoirs and primary sources
that are seldom read. Libraries in this country are filled with them. We keep re-
peating the same stories because we overlook these sources. Engaging with human
sources—not government or official records—is essential. Sultan’s memoir is re-
markable. Some people did not want me to read it because some parts are politi-
cally sensitive, especially about the Ottomans.

That is also where we discover transcendent transnationalism. A hundred
years ago, people in Damascus would say, “We used to take the train to Haifa to
go swimming.” That trip has not been possible for 75 years. These voices matter.
Now, the good news—for me—is that I returned to Syria last year after 19 years.
It was difficult and emotional, but I am glad I went. I go to Lebanon every year,
and I find it uplifting. People I love are managing, sometimes thriving, despite the
challenges. Close, ongoing human connection is the antidote. Moreover, when
students ask how I handle the depression, I tell them, "I have three hours of talk
therapy a week with you!"

Marie Brown: We have a question from the audience: “What are your
thoughts on the al-Sharaa interim government this year, especially concerning the
conflict with the Druze community over the summer? And how would you com-
pare the Druze community during Sultan al-Atrash’s revolt to today?”

Michael Provence: Those are tough questions. I did not go to southern
Syria when I visited. I promised my wife I would not go, but she had house guests,
and my friends in Beirut said, “You have got to go!” I was still afraid of being
kidnapped, but things are better—no Russian soldiers, Wagner Group, or Irani-
ans around anymore. Walid Jumblatt had gone to Damascus and visited Ahmad
al-Shara. Mrs. Jumblatt had attended my lectures in Beirut, so I thought if I dis-
appeared, Walid Bey might make some calls and try to find me. My wife was not
impressed with my DIY “insurance policy.”

It seems to me the community in Suwayda is just as divided as it was in the
1920s. The central government has no appeal. The Hawranis were slaughtered in
the hundreds of thousands between 2011 and 2025. Their villages were destroyed.
In contrast, the Druze were not targeted by the Asad government for complex
reasons. The recent suffering makes reconciliation more complicated. The interim
government is unstable, unsupported, and lacks legitimacy. It is a very tough sit-
uation. I hope for the best. I love Syria deeply and do not want anyone to suffer

anymore.
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Marie Brown: Another question from the audience. “Did we learn anything
in the last hundred years? Has anything changed in how Western countries deal
with the region?”

Michael Provence: That is a big question. The breathtaking arrogance of
someone like Robert de Caix was evident in Washington 20 years ago—and six
months ago, and even now. When you look into the archives, you see they did not
understand much, but they also never questioned themselves—that took much
longer, if it came at all. The people making major decisions were deeply unin-
formed. De Caix became extremely wealthy by acquiring resources from Syria and
Lebanon—mostly shares in what would become BP. The Middle Eastern empire
works for some people, even if it is a disaster for most—both there and here. We
should not forget that.

Marie Brown: I believe one approach is to move beyond the idea that iden-
tity is singular. One of my graduate advisors said, “Identities are not like hats. You
can wear more than one.” If we deemphasize independence as a primary political goal
and move beyond viewing the nation-state as the primary sociopolitical frame-
work, then we open up new ways of imagining community. That is the beauty of
the humanities and liberal arts: inspiring conversations about different kinds of
imaginative worlds.

Michael Provence: I agree with that. Our classrooms should prepare stu-
dents to embrace and understand others’ complex identities. Robert de Caix never
accepted the idea that anyone could be more than what they claimed to be. It
is a pervasive problem of Orientalism and colonialism; Euro-Americans allow
themselves fully nuanced, multi-faceted identities, but justify ruling the wotld by
denying the same consideration to others.

Audience Member: How do you go about collecting stories in hard-to-reach
places like Sudan or Greater Syria?

Marie Brown: I am shifting scholarly focus away from the traditional archive.
My first book (2017), Kbartoun: at Night, treats the body as historical text and exam-
ines changing Sudanese women’s fashion and movements under British imperial
rule. The Empire left us with cataloged archives, but they miss so much. Queer
stories, Black stories, disabled stories—these are not in the archive. We need to
open ourselves to other kinds of sources.

Michael Provence: Absolutely. Imperial ethnographers were extremely eager
to acquire knowledge. I enjoy exploring—I visit the strangest archives and muse-

ums I can find.
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Audience Member: Can we hear more about the Druze role in promoting
unity and anti-sectarianism, from al-Atrash to Kamal Jumblatt?

Michael Provence: It is an inspiring tradition of the Druze. Many in Leb-
anon still consider Kamal Jumblatt—and even Walid Jumblatt—an inspirational
figure. Some call Walid the last honest Lebanese politician. He is still around.

21



PROVENCE & BROWN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

Resources

‘al-Shahbandar, abd al-Rahman, a/-Thawra al-Suriyya al-wataniyya: Mudbakkirat
al-duktur ‘Abd al-Rabman Shabbandar. Damascus: 1933 reprinted, Damascus:
1993.

“Mudhakkirat Sultan,” serialized in Bayrut al-masa’ 97-120 (1975-76).

Brown, Marie Grace. Khartonm at Night: Fashion and Body Politics in Imperial Sudan.
Stanford University Press, 2017.

Johnson, Charles, and Rami Zeedan. 2024. "Bibliography of Periodical Literature
on the Druze in 2023." Druge Studies Journal 1. https://doi.org/10.17161
druze.2024.22381

League of Nations. Permanent Mandates Commission, 1922.

Provence, Michael. “Druze Shaykhs, Arab Nationalists, and Grain Merchants in
Jabal Hawran,” in Kamal Salibi, ed. The Druze: Realities and Perceptions. London:
Druze Heritage Foundation, 2005b.

Provence, Michael. The Great Syrian Revolt and the Rise of Arab Nationalism. NVol. 22.
Austin: University of Texas Press, 2005a.

Salibi, Kamal. “Jebel Druze as Seen by Rustum Haydar,” in Kamal Salibi, ed. The
Druzge: Realities and Perceptions. London: Druze Heritage Foundation, 2005.

22


https://doi.org/10.17161/druze.2024.22381
https://doi.org/10.17161/druze.2024.22381

Druze
Studies Journal

Book Forum:

From Thirst to Voice: Critical Approaches to the Novel 'No Water
to Quench Her Thirst," Book Forum, Najat Abed Alsamad.
2017. No Water to Quench Her Thirst. Beirut: Difaf Publications.

Asaad Alsaleh®
Indiana University, Bloomington

Layal Abu Al-Ezz"

Damascus University

Khaled Hussein®
Independent Researcher

Najat Abed Alsamad*
Independent Researcher

Received: 30 August 2025
Revised: 29 October 2025
Accepted: 30 October 2025

* Dr. Asaad Alsaleh: alsaleha@iu.edu

" Dr. Layal Abu Al-Ezz: lyalabwalz@gmail.com

¢ Dr. Khaled Hussein: shergo22@gmail.com
4 Dr. Najat Abed Alsamad: drnajat.a.s@hotmail.com

Founding Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Rami Zeedan. rzeedan@ku.edu

Note: This English version is a shortened version of the full Arabic original. The complete Arabic
version will be provided starting on page 33.
33 doriall a1y LY ALalS)l ) el 15 - JalSH oW1 ol il (pm B pribne inass o sl dbnal o1 s

® @ Druze Studies Journal is published by the University of Kansas Librarie
© 2025 the Author(s). This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial
BY NC

4.0 International License.


http://journals.ku.edu/druze
http://journals.ku.edu
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.en
mailto:alsaleha@iu.edu
mailto:lyalabwalz@gmail.com
mailto:shergo22@gmail.com
mailto:drnajat.a.s@hotmail.com
mailto:rzeedan@ku.edu

ALSALEH ET AL. DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025
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Abstract

This paper presents a critical reading of Najat Abed Alsamad’s novel No Water
To Quench Her Thirst through a feminist lens. It explores how the narrative centers
maternal experience, challenges patriarchal structures, and reclaims the maternal
body as a site of resistance and identity. Drawing on theoretical frameworks, the
analysis highlights the novel’s engagement with solitude, trauma, and embodied
memory. The forum also reflects on the book’s reception in academic and literary
circles, emphasizing its contribution to Arab literature and culture and its potential
to reshape discourse on motherhood and gender in the Arab world. Importantly,
the forum situates the novel within the context of Druze society in Sweida, Syria,
examining how its themes resonate with the lived experiences of Druze women
and contribute to broader conversations on gender, tradition, and autonomy with-

in minority communities in the Levant.

Keywords: Druze identity, Sweida, Arab feminist literature, motherhood and re-
sistance, literary criticism, Arabic song
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FROM THIRST TO VOICE

The Conflict Between Love and Kinship: A Short
Comparison between Najat Abed Alsamad’s No Water to
Quench Her Thirst and Two Iraqi Songs of the 1970s, by
Asaad Alsaleh

Dr. Asaad Alsaleh's review offers a concise intermedial
analysis that compares Najat Abed Alsamad’s No Water fo
Quench Her Thirst with two iconic Iragi songs—Hussein
Al-Na‘ama’s “I Shall Not Leave My People” (Ma biya a‘Gfn
hali) and Fuad Salim’s “O Bird, Fate Lost Me” (Ana ya tayr
dayya‘ni nasibi)—to reveal a shared emotional structure in
modern Arab expressive culture: the tension between filial
belonging and individual desire. By moving between close
listening and close reading, Alsaleh shows how both the novel
and the songs create a drama of divided allegiance—where
community norms, honor codes, and rural collectivities pull
against the independent pursuit of romantic fulfillment. The
review situates the 1970s Iraqi repertoire within a broader
generational shift in song form—from traditional mawala to a
greater reliance on poetic lyrics—and traces the lives and
performance contexts of key singers and songwriters to
highlight their thematic connections to the novel’s plot and

voice.

In the novel’s world, the protagonist Hayat bint Marhij
represents this division at a crucial turning point. Her marriage
to her cousin Khalil is marked by the tear she fights to hide
after Nasser disappears, signaling the beginning of tragedy—
marriage without love and the impossibility of changing an
emotional path that has already been closed off. Alsaleh argues
that the car-ride scene and the intradiegetic presentation of the
Syrian song “Natalie” (Hussam Tahsin Bek) serve as a parallel
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sonic layer, making the song a narrative tool that echoes the
archetype of lovers blocked by family opposition and social or
cultural barriers. In this parallel, he highlights how the lyrics
reflect the same conflict in the plot of Abed Alsamad’s novel:
the inability to leave the family (“I shall not leave my people”),

even as the heart yearns for the beloved.

The second song, “O Bird, Fate Lost Me,” deepens the
theme of ongoing disorientation (“I am torn: neither to my
people, nor to my beloved...”), illustrating a poetics of drought
and spiritual longing that reflects the novel’s central metaphor.
Alsaleh argues that both artistic forms originate from rural
Iraqi environments contemporary with the Syrian Druze
setting of Sweida, allowing for a cross-regional comparison. In
both settings, family traditions and collective honor codes
regulate acceptable behaviors and emotional expression, while
individual love seeks to cross forbidden boundaries amid social
surveillance. Alsaleh thus interprets Abed Alsamad’s narrative
within a broader Arab modernity in which song and story come
together to explore a dialectic of belonging versus
independence, tradition versus desire, and female subjectivity
within patriarchal structures.

By focusing on the shared themes of thirst and
non-return—the lover who ignites desire but leaves, the
daughter unable to abandon family—Alsaleh’s comparative
framework clarifies the novel’s emotional structure: that it is
not just a personal romance but a symbol of socially influenced
longing whose sonic counterparts—lament, refrain, and
litany—continue to echo in the Arab cultural imagination.
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An Interpretive Critical Reading of the Nove/ No Water
to Quench Her Thirst, by Layal Abu Al-Ezz

Abu al-Azz offers a text-centered interpretive critique that
starts from the novel’s thresholds (‘atabat), namely the title and
opening epigraph, viewing these paratexts as strategic sites that
shape reader expectation and guide semantic meaning
throughout the work. The title’s grammar— “(there is) No
Water to Quench Her Thirsf’—telies on the feminine pronoun,
prompting the question: who is the ‘she’ that remains
unquenched? The interpretation connects this pronoun to the
novel’s opening statement (“To be a woman is pain...”),
arguing that the female condition—experienced as deprivation,
injury, and thirst—is the core referent. Abu al-Azz then traces
the constellation of female characters (Hayat, Dhahabiyya,
Zayn al-Muhaddar, Raja’, and others) whose journeys
highlight the structural violence of patriarchy: orphanhood and
forced marriage; domestic assault and humiliation; punitive
divorce and social exclusion; and the deadly policing of
sexuality—whether through rape or love outside marriage.

A second axis connects the pronoun with place—
specifically Jabal al-‘Arab / Sweida—to illustrate how
geographic drought (lack of rivers, reliance on limited rainfall,
use of wells) supports the novel’s central metaphor. The land’s
thirst and women’s thirst become intertwined conditions,
linking environment and social structure within a single field
of scarcity. From this perspective, the text’s ethnographic
richness—rituals, domestic economies (milk churning and
grain preparation), festive calendars (Cross Night), and storied
madhafat (guesthouses adorned with copper platters, coffee
pots, hanging swords)—provides cultural texture that grounds
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the narrative while revealing the ideological framework of
proverbs and songs that belittle girls and elevate sons. Abu
al-Azz interprets this collection of customs and speech as the
discursive foundation of patriarchy, which normalizes

violence, even pious violence, in everyday life.

The analysis moves on to explore character dynamics,
highlighting Hayat as a name that ironically contrasts with her
reality—a “life” shaped by violence (her father’s belt), coercion
(“wash his feet”), and humiliation (“we acquire you”), ending
with her expulsion after her son Sultan reports her meeting
with Nasser. Significantly, the essay emphasizes language and
silence as indicators of pain’s experience: moments when
speech turns into pure cry (“Where did they go?”), echoing
theories that physical pain defies linguistic sharing.
Throughout the narrative, epigraphs, in-text quotes, and
intertextual windows create a polyphonic structure in which
multiple voices challenge the idea of a single authoritative
voice—an aspect Abu al-Azz relates to broader discussions of

heteroglossia and paratextuality.

A final movement revisits Sweida’s heritage by highlighting
Abed Alsamad’s meticulous curation of both material and
immaterial cultural forms—such as beliefs, taboos, protection
tituals, and marriage/divorce formulas—as both a tribute and
a critique. Overall, Abu al-Azz suggests that No Water to Quench
Her Thirst serves as a mirror, revealing the region's conflicting
emotional landscape: pride in endurance and tradition coexist
with gender-based cruelty and emotional coldness. The novel’s
success, she argues, lies in its ability to make readers feel the
drought of water and love through a narrative that blends
ethnographic accuracy with lyrical power.
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Narrative Policies in the Novel No Water to Quench Her
Thirst, by Khaled Hussein

Hussein’s contribution analyzes the novel’s “narrative
policies” as a double attack: first, a systematic dismantling of
androcentric ideology and phallogocentric language, and
second, the creation of a feminist discourse that expresses
female being, desire, and pain within a religiously marked,
socially closed space. He maps the socio-textual field onto two
main locations, Sweida and the village of Marj al-Ka‘ab, both
of which extend toward distant points (Damascus, Beirut,
Lagos, Brazil, Romania), thereby placing the local within a
dispersed map. In this spatiotemporal framework, Hayat
functions both as a character and as a narrator, while Najwa
(Najat) appears through inserted papers that serve as
counter-discourse. A Bakhtinian multi-voicedness that allows
other registers to shed light on the story's shaded parts.
Hussein highlights writing as an event, setting it apart from
speech, and emphasizes the poetic density of the text, in which
meaning is delayed, and darkness (semantic opacity) creates
aesthetic “bewitchment.”

He then arranges his analysis around four key themes. First:
Femininity and pain. From the opening epigraph (“To be a
woman is pain...”), the novel begins a semiotics of pain.
Hussein lists scenes where bodily injury, domestic shame, and
social exclusion define women’s experiences: the childhood
wound (the brother’s push and the mother’s “bring good
tidings”), the son’s internalization of patriarchal speech (“why
do we acquire you then?”), and the violent breakup after
divorce. By focusing on the narrative’s moments of linguistic
failure, he emphasizes how pain destroys language or reduces
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it to crying, thereby highlighting the limits of representation in
the text’s discourse.

Second: Male authority and its cruelty. Hussein interprets
the father, Marhij Abu Shal, and the husband, Khalil Abu Shal,
as symbols of authoritarianism, whose belts and insults
(“beast”) demonstrate power by turning pain into proof of
sovereignty. The routine discipline of daughters' forced
marriage and the policing of sexuality serve as a home-scale
analogy to national political forms of domination. Even the
mother, Dhahabiyya, appears as an agent reproducing
patriarchal logic against her daughters, revealing the deep
cultural layers of gender hierarchy. However, the essay also
highlights counter-images of men (Salim al-Akhewth, lawyer
Fawzi, Nasser, and even Mamdul’s flight) that complicate
binary judgments and prevent the piece from collapsing into a

totalizing anti-male caricature.

Third: Semiotics of passions. Confronting prohibition, the
text creates small clearings where female desire speaks.
Adolescent scenes of fantasy and autoeroticism, the reversal of
expected gender roles with Wadi, and the long arc of love with
Nasser, guarded above the belt (“preserving the under-belt”)
to protect future marriageability. Hussein argues that these
episodes invert the culture’s script, exposing the fragility of
masculine myths of initiative and control, while also illustrating
the double bind of women’s desire—the need to feel and to

remain “untouched” for the social economy of marriage.
Fourth: The power of language. Finally, Hussein

emphasizes the poetic quality of Abed Alsamad’s prose:
repetitions (“I wait for you...”), vivid metaphors (“I roast on

30



FROM THIRST TO VOICE

coals of remorse”), and tactile aphorisms (“touch is the fingers
of love”). For him, the novel’s use of diction and figurative
richness do not just decorate the plot; they shape the reader’s
emotional experience of drought and longing, turning the title
into an ongoing promise with the text—no water will quench
her—sometimes shifting to “no love will quench her,” as
Hayat’s yearning remains in limbo between land without rivers
and life without fulfillment. In this way, Hussein interprets the
work as alyric-narrative that challenges the social and symbolic
systems that keep women and place constantly parched.

Response by the Book Author Najat Abed Alsamad

The author’s remarks affirm a principled stance on literary
reception: once a book is delivered to the publisher, it no
longer belongs exclusively to its writer but to all readers who
will query and contest it; such debate signals that the work
succeeds in activating thought and aesthetic invention. Abed
Alsamad situates No Water to Quench Her Thirst as the second in
her sequence (following Lands of Exile), and articulates the
genesis of the newer novel in her desire to render Sweida—a
small, marginalized governorate in southern Syria—visible in
its dual thirst: the material drought of scarce rainfall and absent
state attention, and the immaterial thirst of love, dignity, and
civic participation.

Abed  Alsamad connects the region’s historical
contributions (notably to the Great Syrian Revolt of 1925) with
recent forms of exclusion under the Assad regime and
afterward, describing policies such as political sidelining,
military rank ceilings, and economic instability. The narrative
recounts the trauma of subsequent sectarian violence and
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massacres against minorities (including Druze), sharing her
own advocacy and documentation during the crisis; yet she
distinguishes between activist outcry and fictional storytelling,
promising to return to writing with calm, patience, and
objectivity because art needs those qualities.

Abed Alsamad frames her ongoing literary mission as
twofold. First, to address the “other” beyond the Druze
community by opening the doors of representation (her later
work, Orphans of the Mountains, is presented as an invitation
to read, understand, and dispel fear through knowledge).
Second, to foster internal reform, especially regarding gender
justice (inheritance, patriarchy, social fairness), so that the
Druze community remains a distinct identity that promotes
humanistic goals rather than sectarian isolation. She
emphasizes the importance of translation, reading, and the arts,
aiming for future circulation in foreign languages to bridge
cultural gaps among people. The response concludes with an
ethical program: extend a hand to others, demand reciprocal
respect, and continue working to ensure the community does
not drown in the machinery of masculinity or unjust traditions.
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Abstract

This forum presents five critical analyses of Dr. Kais Firro’s influential work Druze in the
Time of Inattention, each offering a unique perspective on Druze identity, Zionist
historiography, and the politics of representation. The contributors examine Firro’s archival
methods, his portrayal of Druze resistance, and the broader effects of state-sponsored
narratives that aim to disconnect minority communities from their Arab and Palestinian roots.
From uncovering suppressed histories to challenging myths of assimilation, the essays explore
how colonial and postcolonial strategies have influenced perceptions of the Druze as
collaborators, outliers, or passive subjects. The forum also includes internal critiques of Firro’s
work, questioning its treatment of Druze leadership, its contextual gaps, and its reliance on
binary oppositions. Collectively, these contributions shed light on the complexity of Druze
political agency, the enduring influence of sectarian stereotypes, and the importance of
nuanced, historically grounded scholarship. In light of recent violence in Sweida and renewed
accusations against Druze communities, this forum is both timely and urgent, providing a
platform to rethink identity, resistance, and the ethics of historical writing within the contexts
of Palestine and the broader Arab world.

Keywords: Druze Identity, Zionist Historiography, Colonialism and Resistance, Sectarian
Politics, Historical Narrative Construction.
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DEBATE

“By the Plow of Archives and the Rifle of Critique: Kais Firro’s Final Stand against the Zionist
Project,” by Said Abou Zaki

Few books are comparable to Kais Firro’s Druge in the Time of Inattention: From the Palestinian Plow to the Israeli
Rifle in its intellectual richness and the diversity of its research domains.! Published in 2019 by the Institute for
Palestine Studies, the book weaves multiple research trajectories into a coherent constellation of meanings and
purposes. On the one hand, it offers a historical account of one of the Arab minorities in Palestine—the Druze
community—as it struggles to preserve its existence and identity amid profound transformations, beginning
with the British Mandate, which paved the way for the implementation of the Balfour Declaration, and
culminating in the establishment of the State of Israel, an entity that defines itself through an existential
antagonism toward the Arab Palestinians and the surrounding Arab world, including states that are home to
other Druze communities. On the other hand, the book provides an in-depth study of the structure of the
Zionist-Israeli mindset and its colonial practices. It also constitutes a rigorous critique of Orientalist scholarship
on the Druze of Palestine, particularly studies produced by Israeli researchers. Most importantly, given that it
was published shortly after his death, the book may be read as Kais Firro’s—the Palestinian Druze—final stand
in resisting a colonial entity that expropriated his land and the land of his community, and that has sought, and
continues to seek, to dispossess them of their consciousness and identity as well.

In his final book, Kais Firro examines the roots of the Druze—Zionist relationship and its evolution from
the period of the British Mandate through the 1970s. This was not his first engagement with the subject. In
1999, he published a book in English entitled The Druze in the Jewish State: A Brief History, which helped establish
him as one of the foremost contemporary historians of Druze affairs. Nor was Firro the first scholar to address
this topic, as it had been explored eatlier by other researchers, particularly Lebanese Druze scholars—most
notably Ghalib Abu Musleh in The Druzge under Israeli Occupation (1975) and Watiq Ghrayzi in The Suffering of the
Druze Unitarian Community in the Occupied Territories (1984).

Firro’s final work is distinguished from these two studies by its reliance on the Israeli archive as a primary
source for his research, alongside more conventional sources. This archive was not accessible to .Abx Musleh ot
Ghrayzi; consequently, their studies—despite their significance—were limited to published primary and
secondary sources as well as oral accounts. The significance of relying on Israeli archival materials and
examining them through a rigorous critical methodology lies in their ability to reveal the structural patterns of
colonial thought underlying the Zionist establishment, as well as the intentions and objectives of its leading
figures, articulated in their own voices and writings—that is, from original sources. As such, the accuracy and
reliability of these materials are difficult to contest, whether by Israelis themselves, by Arab collaborators, ot by
Arab opponents alike.

What distinguishes this book from Firro’s earlier work is, firstly, what Firro himself notes in the introduction,
where he states that the bulk of the Israeli archival materials on which he relies are new and that they “revealed
many aspects not addressed in my previous book” (1). He also notes that he “expanded the presentation and
analysis of the historical events that took place during the Mandate period (1920-1948)” (ibid.). Another feature,
which, in my view, is equally important to the foregoing, is that this time he wrote in Arabic. This choice
facilitates broader access to his ideas and the key findings of his research for the Arab reader in general, and for
the Arabs of the State of Israel in particular. Firro explains in the introduction that, due to the “absence of
Palestinian archival materials conveying the Palestinian narrative of events,” he sought “to examine Isracli

! While the standard transliteration is Qais, this text uses Kais to maintain consistency with the author’s own
publications and to facilitate accurate academic referencing.

73



ABOU ZAKI ET AL. DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2026

archival materials themselves for information pointing to this narrative, and to search for other primary sources
that might liberate the Palestinian narrative from the dominance of Zionist archives” (2). In this context, he
also drew on oral accounts (ibid.).

This remark of Firro’s is of considerable significance, as it accounts for what I noted in the introduction to
this review—namely, that this book represents his final station in resisting the projects of the Zionist
establishment toward the Arabs of the interior in general, and the Druze among them in particular. This is
because one of his principal aims is to enable Arab-Palestinians—especially members of his own Druze
community--to reclaim the historical narrative of their relationship first with the Zionists, and later with the
State of Israel, thereby contributing to the recovery and preservation of collective memory, as well as to the
affirmation and consolidation of identity and belonging.

Firro divides the book into seven chapters, arranged according to a progressive periodization that traces
significant transformations in the history of the Zionist project on the one hand, and its impact on the Druze
in Palestine on the other. The first three chapters cover the period of the British Mandate, extending through
the Second World War and its aftermath. Most notably, these chapters reveal that local Druze leaders chose a
position of neutrality toward the Palestinian—Zionist conflict in an effort to avoid becoming embroiled in a
struggle that could threaten their very existence (141).

Another important point is Firro’s deconstruction, through rigorous scholatly critique, of the claim advanced
by Israeli historians that the participation of Druze from Palestine, Syria, and Lebanon in the ranks of the
Palestinian resistance constituted an implementation of fagzyya—a practice these historians allege the Druze
have habitually practiced (11-17). Nevertheless, Firro did not see the motive of preserving communal survival
as a sufficient justification for the stance of neutrality adopted by the majority of the Druze of Palestine in the
Arab—Zionist conflict before 1948. He thus deemed it necessary to explain this decision with a historical
materialist analysis, attributing it to the fact that the Druze of Palestine remained at the stage of relatively simple
agrarian societies, where local identities rooted in social and religious loyalties predominated. As a result, no
educated elite emerged among them capable of internalizing concepts of national, patriotic, and Islamic
belonging, and consequently of grasping the true nature of the conflict and engaging more effectively in
resistance to Zionist colonial schemes.

“what mattets ... is that you know that we (the Druze) are Arabs, and an Arab does not fight his
Arab brother” (287)

There may be some truth to this analysis; however, it overlooks an important reality—namely, that the
Druze ‘uqqal had articulated, centuries eatliet, a cleatly defined Arab-Islamic identity, which found eatly
expression in the exhortative and historical literature associated with the most prominent religious reformer
among the Druze of the Levant, Emir ‘Abdallah al-Tanukhi (d. 1479). There is little doubt that the spiritual
leaders of the Druze of Palestine possessed sufficient awareness of this encompassing identity (260, 283, 287),
yet they nonetheless opted for neutrality. Viewed retrospectively from the present, it becomes clear that this
choice was a principal factor in their remaining on their land; it may therefore be regarded as another form of
pragmatic, nonviolent resistance, embodied in the preservation of presence, rootedness, and steadfastness on
the land.

“the creation of a conflict between the majority and minorities in the Arab countries” (194)

As for the leaders of the Zionist movement, these chapters show that they have engaged—since the outset
and continuing to this day—with the various components of Palestinian society based on a historical,
religious, and cultural understanding of the geographic, sectarian, and social milieus to which these
components belong (208). They identified the principal points of vulnerability among Sunni Arabs, who
constitute the largest and most powerful component in Palestine and its surroundings, viewing them as the
heirs to the history of Arab-Islamic conquests as well as to the Muslim empires that ruled the region for
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centuries, most recently the Ottoman Empire—periods all associated with recurrent episodes of persecution
of non-Muslim communities and non-Sunni Islamic sects in the region (195).

Accordingly, eatly Zionists devised the concept of the “alliance of minorities,” grounded in a notion of
shared victimhood, which setved the Zionist project in two principal ways. First, it enabled the
implementation of a “divide and rule” policy aimed at fragmenting Palestinian society and weakening its
capacity for resistance. Second, it sought to fragment the immediate regional environment of the anticipated
State of Israel by encouraging ethnic and sectarian minorities to establish separate entities that would protect
them from what was portrayed as the threat posed by Sunni Arabs (194). This, in turn, would provide a
justification for the existence of a Jewish national state in the region on the one hand, while simultaneously
weakening the Arab—Sunni state, which was regarded as the greatest threat to Israel and its continuity, on the
other (198).

From this perspective, a plan was advanced in the late 1930s to transfer the Druze of Palestine to Jabal
Hawran, ostensibly to protect them from Sunni Arabs who wete said to be repeatedly attacking their villages,
while simultaneously encouraging them to establish an independent state in Hawran that would maintain
friendly relations with the State of Israel (56). This plan, however, never came to fruition, as the Second
World War undermined its political and financial foundations (124). Here, Firro’s awareness of the
significance of his book for the Palestinian cause more broadly becomes evident. Just as the Zionists
benefited from identifying and exploiting the points of weakness of their adversaries in shaping the outcome
of the conflict, he argues that Arabs in general—and Sunni Palestinians in particular—must come to
understand their own vulnerabilities as reflected in the mirror of Zionist thought to regain the initiative and
the sources of strength.

Therefore, Firro’s book highlights the centrality of the problem of sectarian and ethnic minorities in this
context—an issue underscored by recent developments in the region with the rise of extremist jihadist
movements and their targeting of minorities through mass killing and religious and social persecution, in
addition to Israel’s exploitation of these events.2 An attentive reader may observe that Firro, driven by a
political desire to reduce divisions among Arab Palestinians, sought to downplay the assaults suffered by the
Druze of Palestine at the hands of their Sunni Arab neighbors before the establishment of the State of Israel.
He offers a convincing example of this approach in his discussion of the 1938 incident in ‘Isfiya (73-74),
demonstrating how the Zionists exaggerated such attacks to sow discord between the Druze and Sunni Arabs
in Palestine—an argument that is indeed valid.

However, Firro overlooks the fact that Druze collective memory in the Levant in general, and in Palestine
in particular, preserves numerous instances of severe sectarian persecution, many of which were associated
with Sunnis, whether Arab or Turkish. Accordingly, it might have been more appropriate in this context to
draw attention to the seriousness of this historical vulnerability in the relationship between Sunni Arabs and
local minorities, to sharpen awareness of the gravity of the problem highlighted by the book, rather than
attempting to downplay it by relying on specific incidents that Zionists operatives exaggerated; for the first
step toward treating any ailment is diagnosing it; as the old adage has it, “Were it not for the pores in the skin,
poison would not enter the body.”

The declaration of the State of Israel in 1948 constituted a pivotal turning point in the history of the

Zionist movement, and Firro’s book shows that it also marked a decisive shift in Zionist approaches to the

2 For more details, see: Said Abou Zaki and Rami Zeedan, “For Syrian Druze, latest violence is one more
chapter in a centuries-long struggle over autonomy,” The Conversation, 11 August 2025.
https://theconversation.com/ for-syrian-druze-latest-violence-is-one-more-chapter-in-a-centuries-long-

struggle-over-autonomy-261910
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question of the Druze of Palestine, in particular, and to the Arabs of the interior more broadly. The four
subsequent chapters demonstrate how the focus of the Zionist establishment shifted from the project of
transferring the Druze to Hawran to their incorporation within the state, and to their instrumentalization as a
means of achieving two principal objectives regarded in Zionist thought as strategic pillars for ensuring the
state’s continuity.

“a poisoned dagger in the back of Arab unity” (198).

The first objective was internal: to prevent the Arabs of Palestine from coalescing around a unifying
identity from which a unified nationalist movement might emerge that would pose a threat to Israel’s security
(198, 243244, 342). To this end, the Zionist establishment sought to foment discord among Arab
components. For example, permitting the Druze to harvest their crops while preventing Sunnis from doing
so (173—174) was intended to arouse Sunni suspicion toward the Druze and to widen the distance between
them.

Along the same lines, a special military unit for the Druze was established within the Israeli army. The
government subsequently imposed compulsory conscription on Druze youth—unlike other minorities—in
1956, claiming, contrary to reality, that this decision had been taken in response to a request by the
community’s notables (281, 287-288). Cleatrly, the aim of the Zionist establishment was to deepen suspicion
and division between the Druze and Sunni Arabs, both inside and outside Palestine (290), as the latter would
perceive Druze participation in the army as hostility toward them and as a betrayal of the Palestinian cause,
particulatly since these units were at times tasked with carrying out operations directed against surrounding
Arab communities (194).

In addition, the policy of compulsory conscription served another purpose that complemented the Israeli
government’s policy of expropriating the lands of Druze villages. Through this conjunction, the state sought
to push the Druze away from agriculture and toward integration into the Israeli economy, particularly the
military. The government viewed such integration as a means of strengthening Druze loyalty to the state by
tying their sources of livelihood to it.

This logic explains the second part of the book’s title, From the Palestinian Plow to the Israeli Rifle, which
points to a causal relationship between the Druze’s abandonment of agricultural labor—an activity that had
afforded them a wider margin of autonomy and a stronger spirit of resistance—and their shift toward military
service and employment in sectors of the Israeli economy in search of incomes exceeding those provided by
agriculture. This shift was especially pronounced after the confiscation of much of their land. This process
deprived them of a significant degree of freedom and capacity for resistance, placing them in a position of
direct dependency on state authority.?

The second objective, by contrast, was external and consisted of instrumentalizing the Druze within Israel
to influence members of their community in the surrounding Arab states (266). The relatively “preferential”
treatment accorded to the Druze in comparison with other Arab Palestinian communities was intended to
draw the Druze of Syria and Lebanon toward the Zionist project, particularly when framed within the
minority question discussed earlier (245). In this context, Israel presents itself as a patron of minorities and a
protector of their religious rights and social distinctiveness, while portraying Sunni Arabs as the party that
petrsecutes minorities, restricts their religious distinctiveness, and seeks to force their assimilation into the
surrounding environment.

This conception, when applied in practice, encountered an internal contradiction: for the Zionists
ultimately viewed the Druze as Arabs and non-Jews who, like other Palestinians, were to be dispossessed of

3 Ghalib Abu Musleh (1975, 131) offers a clearer account than Firro in explaining the causal relationship that
renders work on the land a foundation of freedom and national belonging,
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as much of their land as possible, while at the same time being denied full citizenship that would place them
on an equal footing with Jews (291). The imposition of compulsory conscription in 1956, together with the
confiscation of most of the lands of Druze villages—rteaching in some cases nearly 80 percent of their pre-
1948 area—generated widespread frustration within the Druze community toward Israeli institutions and led
to the emergence of multiple protest movements rejecting conscription and resisting land expropriation (282,
287-288, 302, 315). This situation prompted the Israeli government to work to forge a “Druze
distinctiveness” in which loyalty to the State of Israel would constitute an organic component.

“deepening the divide between the Druze and Muslims in Israel and beyond its borders” (333).

“The truthful is deceived” (a/-Sddiq makhdi’) is a phrase repeated by senior Druze ‘#gqal to describe a
situation in which a person who adopts truthfulness as a fixed principle is exploited by another who takes
advantage of the former’s habitual truthfulness and belief that it is a universal human norm, turning it into a
means of deceiving him. The Druze sought autonomy within their confessional institutions to preserve their
religious and social distinctiveness—something they regarded as natural, stemming from differences among
Islamic legal schools, particularly in matters of personal status. From the Zionist perspective, however,
granting the Druze autonomy in their religious institutions functioned as a tool for constructing a
distinctiveness separate from that of other Islamic sects (242), and even antagonistic to them, thereby
distancing the Druze from the rest (333). This distinctiveness was intended both to provoke other groups
(259) and to instill in Druze consciousness the notion that Israel alone enables them to live their identity in its
entirety, while others harbor hostility toward them. Such a dynamic produces a twofold mechanism: it sets the
other sects against the Druze while making the Druze feel that Israel alone is the sole guarantor of their
freedom and security (333).

In this context came the final chapter of the Zionist policy of dispossessing the Druze of Palestine of what
is theirs: identity and national belonging. After granting them autonomy in their confessional affairs, the state
classified the Druze as a nationality or ethnicity separate from the Arabs—a classification concretized by
replacing “Arab” with “Druze” in the nationality field on identity documents (336). In the late 1970s, the
authorities also began developing a special educational curriculum for the Druze whose purpose, according to
Firro, was the “forcible conditioning of consciousness,”™ (kay al-wa ) (339) by entrenching the notion that
they are distinct from Islam and from Arabs (341, 345, 358), and that they constitute a minority group that
can enjoy freedom and security—conditions of human dignity—only through alliance with Israel and
integration into its institutions (346, 356). This constructed “distinctiveness” was also intended to make the
Druze forget that, even if they appeared to be in a relatively better position than some Druze communities in
Arab states, they nonetheless remained second-class citizens in Istael—or, as Firro describes them, “citizens
in obligations, Arabs in rights” (319).

“all the peasant farmers signed ... except for one—Shaykh Amin Tarif”’ (312).
As a researcher specializing in the organization of the Druze religious establishment, I cannot overlook a

subtle meaning that runs through the book's chapters—one I strongly suspect Fitro deliberately intended to
convey.5 It is difficult to move past his repeated emphasis on the figure of Shaykh Amin Tarif (1898-1993),

4 Kay al-wa'y (&= 3 S) is a metaphor in Arabic critical discourse referring to coercive ideological conditioning
and the forceful reshaping of consciousness, rather than literal cauterization.

5> See my work on the organization of the Druze religious establishment, in particular: Said Abou Zaki,
Mashyakbat ‘Agl al-Duruz, fi Lubnan: Bahthun fi Usuliba wa-Ma'‘naba wa-Tatawwnriba [The Office of Shaykh al-‘Agl

of the Druze in Lebanon: An Investigation into Its Origins, Meaning and Development]. (Beirut: Dar al-
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the spiritual leader of the Druze of Palestine, who emerges in the book as an exceptional personality standing
alone at a delicate intersection between fidelity to principles on the one hand and accommodation to the
demands of the historical moment on the other. He thus appears as a figure endowed with political wisdom
that led him to assess the policies of the Druze of Palestine in light of the unity of his community’s fate
across the region (269, 273, 274); as a practitioner of nonviolent resistance to the Zionist project by offering
his community a personal example of the necessity of not acquiescing to everything imposed upon them by
the state (274, 312); and as a spiritual leader who weighed two evils against one another, chose non-negotiable
priorities, and sought, insofar as possible, to preserve the core doctrinal foundations of Druze identity.

On the other hand, it is necessaty to register a critical observation, which, in my view, would have
enhanced the value of Firro’s work had he been attentive to it. He highlights the crucial roles played by
specific Druze figures in bringing the Druze closer to the Zionists before 1948, and subsequently in
integrating them into the State of Israel after its establishment—most notably Jabr Dahesh al-Mu‘addi (d.
2009), Salih Khunayfis (d. 2003), and Labib Abu Rukn (d. 1989). However, Firro confines himself to
presenting their political careers as they appear in Israeli archival materials, with the result that they
sometimes emerge as collaborators complicit with the Israelis, motivated by personal and utilitarian interests.
He could, however, have conducted oral interviews with them—especially given that he relied on this type of
source in other parts of the book—to record their perspectives on pivotal events and to incorporate these
accounts into his analysis of the relevant archival materials, thereby allowing for a more objective and
balanced portrayal of these figures. It is also worth noting that two of them were still alive when Firro was
preparing his first book on this subject, to which I referred earlier.

In conclusion, Kais Firro’s book constitutes a pioneering and distinguished contribution that enriches
Druze, Palestinian, and Zionist studies, while also opening broader horizons for understanding the history of
the region more generally, thus establishing itself as an indispensable reference for scholars working in these
fields. Its significance lies in the fact that it offers an account more closely grounded in historical realities,
drawing on archival documents and rare testimonies that have seldom been examined in previous scholarship.
Accordingly, a careful reading of the book is not merely an intellectual choice but an epistemic necessity for
every scholar and reader interested in the history of the region—particulatly Druze and Palestinians—given
the opportunity it provides to rethink their collective memory and their relationship with the Other. It is an
exceptional work that compels sustained engagement and rewards attentive reading, for the scholarly value

and intellectual pleasure it offers will endure for many years to come.

“Unmasking the Narrative: Dr. Kais Firro and the Druze Identity in the Shadow of Zionism,” by
Mireille Rebeiz

Author of two important books: Inventing Lebanon: Nationalism and the State Under the Mandate (2002) and
Metamonphosis of the Nation (al-Umma): The Rise of Arabism and Minorities in Syria and Lebanon, 1850-1940 (2009),
Dr. Kais Firro was also a professor of Middle East History Studies at the University of Haifa.

Although E/ Durnz Fi Zaman El Ghaflah. Min El-Mebrath El-Falasteeni Ila El-Bundukiya El-Israeliya appeared
in 2019 with the Institute for Palestine Studies; it could not be timelier, considering the rise of violence in
Sweida governorate in Southern Syria, and the massacres of the Druze at the hands of Sunni jihadist groups
loyal to the transitional president, Ahmed al-Sharaa.

Machreq, 2021); and Said Abou Zaki, “The Religious Attitude of the Druze Toward Violence: A Study Based
on Oral Sources,” Druge Studies Jonrnal 1 (2024).
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In July 2025, the Druze of Sweida were falsely accused of attacking Bedouins, which sparked waves of
sectarian killing. Unfortunately, recent events brought back serious yet unfounded accusations: that the Druze
are not Arabs and Muslims, and that they do not support the Palestinian cause.®

These accusations are not new, and Firro’s book is here to set the record straight and to counter this false
narrative, which was initially spread by pro-Zionist historians. In essence, Firro’s book combats the claim put
forward by early Israeli policymakers that the Druze and Zionists are alike, as they were both persecuted by
Arabs and Muslims.

According to Firro, this comparison is wrong but also problematic for several reasons:

First, academic research welcomes comparative studies of religion, provided they are conducted with
integrity and attention to historical truth. However, this is not the case. Pro-Zionist historians purposely
conflated Zionism and Judaism, and while there is no doubt that religious minorities suffered and continue to
do so in the Middle East at the hands of radical groups, it would be false to assert that the Arab and Muslim
opposition to Zionism was (and is) an opposition to a religious minority. Arabs and Muslims in the Middle
East — including the Druze - opposed the Zionist colonial project that called for the dispossession of the
Palestinian people and their ethnic cleansing since the eatly twentieth century.

Second, in asserting that Druze and Zionists are alike in their struggles in the Middle East, pro-Zionist
scholars placed the Druze of Palestine in opposition to their fellow Arabs and Muslims and therefore stripped
them of their Arab identity.

Lastly, pro-Zionist scholars misinterpreted the Druze faith and the principal of A/~ Tagiyyah, a practice that
allows the concealing of one’s religious beliefs under threat of persecution or fear of physical harm; they
interpreted this concept as assimilation or trickery to either compliment the Druze for their ability to
assimilate and live peacefully in Israel or to insult them by depicting them as scheming and dishonest.

In consulting Israeli archives, Firro shows how eatly Israeli policymakers misused historical documents to
cite snippets that suited their political agenda of an imagined strong Druze-Zionist relation. Firro corrects the
course by showing what was omitted; he includes and analyzes the full quotes, ones that reflect a strong
Druze opposition to the Zionist project and pride in one’s Arab and Druze identity. In referencing official
and personal accounts, he also shows the discrimination Palestinian Druze endured and how pro-Zionist
scholars often talked about them as greedy and immoral mercenaries.

Firro recognizes the limitation of his research method: the Israeli archive, like any archive, can be biased in
how materials are included, excluded, organized, and described, and this bias may alter historical facts and
silence specific communities. As such, he supplements his research by studying the work of Arab scholars.

In addition to the general Introduction and Conclusion, Firro writes six chapters that show the strong ties
between the Druze of Lebanon, Syria, and historical Palestine, and the challenges they faced. He traces the
Druze’s role in opposing the Ottoman Empire as well as colonial powers in the region. Chapters five and six
are important as they respond to today’s accusation of Druze’s betrayal of the Palestinian cause and address
the thorny question of Druze serving in the Israeli military.

In these chapters, Firro shows how the Druze in Palestine were punished for resisting Israeli occupation.
He carefully traces how early Israeli leaders alienated the Druze from the rest of the Arabs and Muslim
communities, starting with the amendment of their personal identification and the removal of the label
“Arab” to replace it with “Druze.” He shows how the Druze were deptived of their agricultural lands, and
how they were forced into working with the Israeli public sector, including military service, which offered

small financial compensation in exchange for their dispossession. And while Zionist leaders praised the

¢ See: Mireille Rebeiz & Said Abou Zaki, “The Druze are a tightly knit community — and the violence in Syria
is triggering fears in Lebanon,” The Conversation, August 6, 2025.
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Druze for their supposed assimilation, they treated them like they treated all Arabs and Muslims in Israel:
pootly and unfairly.

Firro’s meticulous research debunks several claims spread by pro-Zionist scholars, which — I would add —
are endorsed today by a few misguided conservative Muslim voices: the claim that Druze are not Arabs and
Muslims, the claim that they did not resist the colonial Zionist project in historical Palestine, the claim that
they have preferential treatment in Israel, and that they assimilated into the Israeli society.

E! Duruz Fi Zaman El Ghaflah shows the Druze’s great struggle to preserve their religious autonomy, the
false Zionist narrative of the Druze’s assimilation into Israel, and its failure in erasing the Druze Arab and
Muslim identity.

Perhaps the one criticism I have is the absence of a desctiption of the structure in the Introduction. A
detailed presentation of the different chapters would have helped the reader connect the central thesis with
the numerous arguments presented in the book.

The book is an essential research contribution to understanding the historical and social transformations
within the Palestinian Druze community. It goes beyond the false and predominant narrative that portrays the
Druze as a homogenous group loyal to the Zionist project. Instead, it offers a detailed analysis of the history
of this community before and after the rise of the state of Israel and the impact of the Arab-Israeli conflict on
their identity.

It is no coincidence that Firro titled his book E/ Duruz Fi Zaman El Ghaflah, which translates as "The
Druze in Times of Inattention." Between their dispossession, their well-orchestrated alienation from the Arab
and Muslim world, and the mandatory service imposed in 1956, Palestinian Druze were caught off guard, and
it took some time to get organized and to fight for their rights.

Firro’s work is brave for its criticism of Israel but also for depicting the wotld of a tight-knit community,
one that is very private and often misunderstood in the Arab and Muslim world. And while Firro’s work is
vital to understanding this community and its history, it does not necessarily shelter them from further
reproach: we know that the rise of the state of Israel forced many Palestinian Druze to collaborate. However,
this depiction of history — while not intended to be apologetic — does not make the relationships between
Palestinian Druze and other neighboring communities any easier. It will be very hard for a Lebanese, Syrian,
or Palestinian to see a fellow Arab carrying a gun and wearing the military uniform of the occupying force.

“Kais Firro and the Deconstruction of the Myth: The Druze Between Truth and Fabrication” by
Rabah Halabi

What Firro left in our hands, before he departed, in his book "Druze in the Time of Inattention: From
the Palestinian Plow to the Israeli Rifle," is a legacy binding upon us. This is a comprehensive and integrated
text on the journey of the Ma'roufiyyah (Druze) community in this land, making it an essential reference for
anyone seeking to understand the truth.

In this text, Firro completed his journey, or his battle, of rectification through which he confronted the
Zionist discourse since its inception. This is a battle no less significant than those on the field. As the great
thinker Edward Said (2014) said: "The battle is usually over the land and the occupation of the land, but it is
completed by the battle of discourses, where the powerful legitimizes his occupation of the land through his
discourse, which he dictates to the weak." He adds that liberation is only possible if the oppressed confront
the discourse first. This is precisely what Firro did over the years, culminating in this book that he left for us
to continue the journey.

Firro dismantles the Zionist discourse that was constructed by Jewish researchers and historians who
poutred their efforts into legitimizing and institutionalizing everything they did over the years to build the
Jewish state. Firro demonstrated how the process of interpreting and creating imaginary narratives took place.
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How researchers presented the parts of the document texts that suited them, while ignoring and neglecting
those that did not align with their narrative, and how they sometimes adopted a discourse based on a marginal
citation of marginalized, or even unknown, people.

One of the most important issues Firro confronted was the discourse claiming that the Druze's behavior
here was natural, based on Taqiyya (dissimulation), which the Druze adopt as a religious-political doctrine.
Over 12 pages in the book's introduction, he demolishes this argument, refuting all the claims made by Jewish
researchers. It is sufficient here to refer to some of the examples he presented in his proofs, such as the
Druze's confrontation of Ottoman rule, the leadership of the Druze and Sultan al-Atrash in the revolt against
the French, and the refusal of the Golan Druze to accept Israeli citizenship.

In the book, Firro returned to all the evidence from the archives to confront the Zionist discoutse that
the conscription law imposed on the Druze in 1956 was in response to our request and desire. Firro was the
first to expose this lie at the time, but in this book, as I said earlier, he left no stone unturned, bringing
everything to the surface to set the record straight and to build a counter-discourse to the one that had
become a reality over the years. If we talk about the lies on which the discourse towards the Druze was built,
the issue of conscription is the biggest lie. To understand the facts and their significance, let's start at the
beginning.

At the end of 1955, the army command, with Ben-Gurion's blessing, began considering this decision.
They instructed their clients from the community leadership, as mentioned in the book, to start a propaganda
campaign to prepare the atmosphere for accepting compulsory conscription. For those who still have doubts,
Firro brought all the irrefutable documents from the archives to prove that the law mandating conscription of
the Druze and Circassians was a purely governmental-military decision. The Druze leadership loyal to the
government played a carefully crafted, orchestrated role, being asked to send letters requesting compulsory
conscription. Firro proved that officials in the names of these leaders even wrote some of these letters. The
powerful opposition to this law is the best proof.

Leading the opposition to the law's imposition was Sheikh Farhoud Farhoud of Rameh, one of the most
prominent Druze sheikhs at the time and the head of the Daliyat al-Karmel council. Sheikh Qa'ftan Halabi
also opposed and confronted the law, but the opposition mainly came from the youth themselves, who were
subject to conscription. In this context, page 284 of the book states: "As a result of the growing movement of
refusal among the Druze youth, the military governor in the North resorted to the method followed by
Amnon Yanay in 1953, by enlisting the help of community elders to distribute the conscription orders in the
villages. But most of those required for compulsory military service refused to receive the conscription
orders."

According to the information presented by the conscription office, which Firro brought up on the same
page, only 28% of those required to serve in compulsory service agreed to receive the conscription orders! In
numbers, 291 of 374 young men refused to receive these orders. Following this opposition, it was decided to
deal with the opponents with an iron fist. Many of the refusers were arrested, and criminal files were opened
against them. That was not enough, and the numbers remained the same.

This did not deter the Deputy Chief of Staff from his intention to implement the decision by force. From
the beginning of April 1956, he escalated these harsh measures and brought every refuser to trial. This raised
the percentage of those complying at the consctiption offices to 45% by the middle of that month, or 154
young men out of 342.

However, following the imprisonment of many opponents, the percentage of those registered at the
registration offices subsequently rose to 75%, allowing the military authorities to form the first regiment of
soldiers serving under compulsory conscription. The rest of the story is known.
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Here, we must emphasize what Firro confirmed in his book. The plan by the Zionist Movement, and
subsequently the state apparatus, towards the Druze was meticulous and precisely pre-programmed.
However, to implement the plan, they sought the assistance of intermediaries and agents within the
community. And each of these had its own reasons and goals.

Despite the deployment of numerous resources to implement the aforementioned plans —primarily the
implementation of the compulsory conscription law—and despite the moral and financial support for
intermediaries and agents, as well as the persecution of opponents, the opposition front never disappeared.
Sheikh Farhoud Farhoud formed the Druze Initiative Committee in the early 1970s to organize and
institutionalize this opposition.

In reaction, the Israeli establishment separated the Druze education system from the Arab one in 1975. It
utilized the education system in the Druze villages to produce an Israeli-Druze identity, and a submissive and
contented Druze, a willing and obedient soldier, who aligns with the regime's aims and interests.

My sole criticism of the book, which has become an essential reference on the Druze in Israel, is that
while Firro made the Zionist Movement, and later Israel, clear regarding their role in targeting the Druze and
detaching them from their identity, and he also pointed the finger of accusation at the Druze leaders who
participated and contributed to this, he almost entirely absolved the Palestinians and the rest of the Arabs
from what the situation devolved into for the Druze. In my belief, and as I indicated in my recent book, "The
Mutilated Druze Identity," the behavior of the Palestinians and Arabs in general towards the Druze
contributed to the shaping of the mutilated Druze identity. They attached the accusation of betrayal to the
Druze because of the imposition of the conscription law, even though the majority of them opposed it, as we
have seen. This is in comparison to the acceptance by all Palestinian Arabs of conscription when the intention
was to enlist them only two years before the conscription law was imposed on the Druze, as 90% of
Palestinians registered in the conscription offices willingly and even enthusiastically, as detailed in my
aforementioned book (Halabi, 2025). Hence, the accusation of betrayal was malicious and unjust, and it
alienated the Druze from their Arab identity and contributed to the shaping of the Israeli-Druze identity that
the Israeli authorities planned and designed. And as we see these days, the accusation of betrayal has returned
to target the Druze in Syria, and it was a primary cause of the massacre in Sweida. Therefore, I believe that a
deeper study of this phenomenon is warranted to understand it thoroughly, because it governs the
relationship between Sunni Islam, primarily, and the Druze, regardless of the latter’s actions, and seemingly
for religious reasons.

“Beyond the Uniform: Druze Resistance and the Colonial Politics of Division” by Nadia Naser-
Najjab

When I lived in the West Bank, I frequently experienced the harsh treatment of Druze soldiers at
checkpoints. I also used to hear people remark that “the soldier was mean and spiteful, a Druze.” Released
Palestinian prisoners also continue to speak about the brutality of Druze guards in Israeli prisons. There is
also a generalized misconception of Druze as a monolithic sect that chose to resort to taqiyya, dissimulation,
as a survival strategy in the face of persecution—even positive exceptions, such as Samih Al Qasem, the
(Druze) Palestinian poet of resistance.

There are others, writers like Salman Natour; and members of the Druze Initiative Committee,
established in 1972, including former member of Israel’s parliament Said Nafa‘a and Druze leaders from
Lebanon and Syria such as Kamal and his son Walid Jumblatt, both Lebanese Druze national leaders and
Sultan al-Atrash, who led the 1925 revolt against French colonial rule and resisted the British and Zionists,

who offer a powerful counter-narrative. None of these has challenged, much less altered, such attitudes.
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While the perception of Druze reflects real experiences, it lacks the colonial context that purposefully
shaped this stereotype that presents Druze as a monolithic group, ignoring internal dissent and political
divides.

In this book, Firro shows how Zionist misinformation and propaganda have contributed to several
misconceptions about the Druze. To demonstrate this, he critically analyzes Israeli archives and uses oral
history, which Zionist historians invariably dismiss as false, distorted, and misleading.

He shows how selective scholarship and deliberate misinformation overlapped with the use of Zionist
archives to omit, add, and distort, contributing to inaccurate analysis (157). He also adds that the lack of a
Palestinian archive created a series of misconceptions among anti-Zionist and even Palestinian historians and,
crucially, overlooks Druze resistance to the Zionist colonization project.

Firro uses the testimony of his father and aunt to downsize the importance of the Palestinian fighters'
attacks on the Druze village of Isfiya in 1938 (72) and also disassembles Zionist claims about the Druze
leader Sultan al-Atrash’s position on the 30s transfer plan outlined by Zionists to move Druze to Syria and
settle their land (130). By drawing on his positionality, he can offer insights into Druze resistance to the
Zionist project during the 1930s and the 1948 war, including their participation in the battles of Hosheh and
Kasayer near Haifa, where they fought alongside the Arab rescue army and showed remarkable bravery
(159).

After the establishment of Israel, divisions between Druze leaders were institutionalized as part of a
‘minorities’ policy that closely resembled, and in many respects directly imitated, the Mandate predecessor
policy. However, Druze were ‘Palestinians’ when it served Zionist interests, as when their land was
confiscated. This broader ‘logic of elimination’ continues to manifest in Israel’s land expropriation and
transfer policy (290) and the 2018 ‘nation-state’ law.8

Israeli land expropriation robbed all Palestinians, including Druze, of the ability to sustain themselves
with farming. The Israeli government could then use “carrot and stick” tactics to exploit divisions among the
Druze leadership, an ability further enhanced by compulsory conscription. Including ‘from the plows to the guns”
in his title, Firro reflects how these colonial policies forced Druze to trade plows for guns.

Despite this, Druze resisted conscription, and in villages such as Isfiya and Daliyat al-Carmel, only 200
individuals registered on June 17, 1953 (268). However, the fact that conscription was essentially imposed on
the Druze is frequently overlooked. Instead, the enthusiastic support of a few leaders, including letters, which
Firro contested, that called for conscription to be introduced, is overstated, at the expense of an
acknowledgement of Druze opposition, which accumulated to the extent that the Israeli government was
obliged to suppress all voices of opposition after the 26 January 1956 ‘compulsory conscription’ order (282).
Indeed, conscription only increased (to 75 percent of all eligible conscripts) at the end of the following April,
after the Isracli government used force and criminal prosecutions (285).

Resistance against conscription continued, however, including in the aftermath of the 1956 Suez Canal
crisis, when Druze leaders from Shefa Amer and neighboring villages informed leading figures in the Israeli
government (on 8 February 1957) that they were not willing to fight their Arab ‘brothers’. This followed an
appeal by Sultan al-Atrash, broadcast over Damascus radio on 28 August 1956, in which he, echoing other
Druze leaders in Lebanon and Syria, warned that Israel sought to divide Arabs by separating Druze from the
Arab community, while denouncing the “collaborating” leaders for their support of conscription. (280).

7 For more details on the Druze resistance, see: Eduardo Wassim Aboultaif, "Druze politics in Israel:
Challenging the myth of 'Druze-Zionist covenant," Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs 35, no. 4 (2015): 533-555.
8 For more details on the Nation State Basic Law, see: Rami Zeedan, "Reconsidering the Druze narrative in
the wake of the basic law: Israel as the nation-state of the Jewish people," Lsrael Studies 25, no. 3 (2020): 153-
166.
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Serving in the army did not grant Druze equal rights nor shield them from land expropriation. So, they
continued to resist, including in Kisra village, in the Galilee, where Druze resistance against land confiscation
and compulsory conscription in 1975 extended to other villages before peaking on 30 March 1976 in Sakhnin,
when police killed six Palestinians, an event now commemorated on “Land Day”. Kisra and three other
Druze villages continued to resist until the early 1990s, even under a Likud-led far-right government, resulting
in less land loss for Druze than other Palestinian citizens (317). Druze resistance to compulsory conscription
-- including the “Refuse, your people will protect you” campaign launched in March 2013 -- continues in the
face of Israeli efforts (most notably through education, including curriculum design) to separate Druze
identity from Palestinian and Arab identity.

Activists within the movement remain deeply engaged in Arab communities, organizing seminars and
workshops to raise awareness and offering legal guidance to those refusing military service.

Young Druze resisters explicitly link their stance to the broader Palestinian struggle against
institutionalized discrimination and inequality. For example, Baladna — Association for Arab Youth, founded
in 2001 to combat systemic marginalization and affirm both individual and collective rights, established a
Druze youth section to address issues surrounding conscription, among others. In doing so, Druze activists
insist on framing their resistance within the collective Arab-Palestinian struggle, asserting their identity as
inseparable from it.

Written in Arabic for Palestinians and Arabs, Firro’s book traces not only conscription but also
resistance. By challenging Zionist distortions and misrepresentations, he reframes the Druze within the
broader narrative of dispossession and decolonization.? This book, therefore, is not about the Druze defeat; it
is about their ongoing resistance. The book contributes to the ongoing historiographical debate alongside the
works of Rashid Khalidi, Areej Sabagh-Khoury, Bishara Dounami, and Nur Masalha, which seek to challenge
and dismantle the distorted Zionist narrative surrounding Palestine, its people, and their resistance.

Although this book centers on the Druze, it offers critical insight into broader colonial tactics of divide-
and-rule deployed against other communities. In Palestine, for example, the introduction of the so-called
“Christian bill” in February 2014 sought to isolate Palestinian Christian citizens of Israel by portraying them
as “non-Arabs, a deliberate attempt to break shared identity and solidarity. The book also deepens our
understanding of how colonial regimes in the Middle East have manipulated religion to undermine Arab
identity and isolate minorities, reinforcing fragmentation as a tool of control. 1°It is vital reading for those
studying Palestine and the Middle East, especially amid the genocide in Gaza and renewed Israeli efforts to
divide Syrians through religious manipulation.

The book draws on primary sources and offers essential historical context. While its structure lacks
fluidity, the depth of research and the author’s perseverance, despite health challenges, make it a valuable
contribution.

Firro’s work deepens our understanding of decolonizing methodology, offering a critical lens for
engaging with archives with caution to avoid reproducing colonial misinformation intended to divide and
displace natives and seize their land. This book deserves translation and wider circulation, both to advance
scholarship and to help correct misconceptions about Druze.

“Druze Between State Strategy and Sectarian Blame: A Contextual Critique” by Yusri Hazran

? For more details, see: Ilan Pappé, Tariq Dana, and Nadia Naser—Najjab. "Palestine studies, knowledge
production, and the struggle for decolonisation." Middle East Critigue 33, no. 2 (2024): 173-193.

10 For more details on history of sectarianism in the case of Lebanon see Ussama Makdisi, The culture of
sectarianism: community, history, and violence in nineteenth-century Ottoman Lebanon (University of California Press,

2000).

84



ABOU ZAKI ET AL. DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2026

Six years ago, the book "The Druze in the Time of Inattention: From the Palestinian Plow to the Israeli
Rifle" was published, authored by the late Professor Kais Firro. The book addresses several topics, including
Druze-Jewish relations during the British Mandate period, leading up to the 1948 war. Then it discusses the
state's policy towatd the Druze up to the present day. The Author believes that since the founding of the
State of Israel, the Israeli establishment has systematically worked to dismantle the Arab affiliation of the
Druze by applying a methodical policy to separate the Druze from their Arab surroundings. This was
achieved by exploiting or recruiting the traditional Druze religious and socio-political leaders as collaborators
or agents, turning the Druze community and its leaders into a tool for the aforementioned purpose.

The research is considered a translation and expansion of the book that the author published in English in
1999, titled "The Druze in the Jewish State." Some material from recent publications was incorporated into
this latest edition. The book is organized chronologically into six chapters, with the first two covering the
Druze during the Mandate period. The third chapter discusses the Druze role in the 1948 war, followed by
the fourth chapter, which addresses the state's policy in the first decade and the imposition of compulsory
conscription on the Druze. The fifth chapter addresses what the author calls "the art of domestication,"
referring to the state's policy towards traditional leadership. The author concludes the book with two chapters
that address the state's policy toward the Druze, aimed at confiscating their lands and creating economic and
identity dependence through army service and the "Druze-ization" of educational curricula.

The book provides the researcher with a deep and documented historical account of the state's policy
toward the Druze in Israel and, before that, the Zionist Movement. The author demonstrates that the state,
since its founding, has adopted a systematic policy tending toward separating the Druze from their Arab and
Islamic environment. The state based its policy on harnessing the minority tendency and harnessed its entire
system — its branches and components — for this purpose. The state relied on three main pillars in doing
so. First: building "clientelist" relations, as the author calls them, with the traditional leadership. Second:
imposing compulsory conscription on Druze males and making it a fundamental life-economic pillar. Third:
establishing a special education system for the Druze, whose primary function is to foster a Druze-Israeli
personality through a blend of the two components. The final result of this policy is clear today in the reality
of the Druze, confirming its success in achieving its goals and aligning the author's analysis with reality,
thereby linking the past to the present.

In a deep reading of the historical writing presented by Fitro, it seems that the author tends toward an "in
absentia" trial of the traditional leadership without taking into account the historical contexts specific to the
Mandate period or the phase after the 1948 war and the repercussions resulting from the collapse of
Palestinian civil society. Furthermore, the author completely ignores the Palestinian historical context, where
Palestine slipped into a state of crisis after the Great Palestine Revolt, specifically since the beginning of
armed action, which introduced Palestinian society into a state of internal conflict and chaos that led to
fragmentation and horizontal division that affected all segments of Palestinian society. In this context, the
author clearly tends toward a discourse of victimhood and betrayal, both of which are intertwined to justify
their actions to the outside and to incriminate the traditional leadership within.

The author's historical reading surprisingly overlooks the balance of power between state and local
leadership, especially after the end of the First Arab-Isracli War and the atmosphere of defeat and hostility
that pervaded. The author does not show any attempt to infer the motives for the local leaders' behaviors
except by placing them in the category of betrayal and collaboration and other such degenerated academic
discourse that adopted and demanded idealism while completely ignoring the facts of historical reality,
immediate interests, and human fears, especially among small groups that were constantly obsessed with
survival and preserving their existence. This evaluative writing by the author is reflected in the conclusion he
provides on page 366:
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"In the chapters of this book, we focused on the changes that led to the transition of the Druze
community from the Palestinian plow to the Israeli rifle, and on attempts to 'invent a heritage' that is
compatible with these changes. Although the Israeli rifle relatively succeeded in domesticating and hybridizing
the Druze leaderships and segments of the community, it could not prevent the continuation of rebellion by
other segments against carrying the Israeli rifle and against the hybridization of identity."

In the same context, the author overlooks that these leaders addressed reality within the framework of
"saving what can be saved," and this approach was not necessatily driven by collaboration or unconditional
submission to the state's dictates. The premise of "saving what can be saved" was the prevailing one
throughout the entire Palestinian situation. Was it not the Jericho Conference that started the process of
canceling Palestinian affiliation in favor of joining the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan? Historical writing must
be based on the analysis of historical dynamics, processes, and transformations, not projecting the past with
the constants of the present or holding the makers of the event accountable without analyzing their behavior.

The historian completely ignores local conflicts and family feuds as a fundamental factor in explaining the
relations that crystallized between the Zionist Movement and local leaders and figures during the Mandate
period, when some rightly viewed Zionism as a successful modernity project that could be used to confront
internal adversaries at the familial or local level. Consequently, the superior, condescending historical
theorizing in the name of nationalist and patriotic discourse, as well as abstract idealism, confines historical
developments to the temporal contexts of today's reality rather than to the historical truth of the past.
Furthermore, such a generalizing reading overlooks the historical details and facts that cannot be ignored for
understanding the historical process behind the communication and the subsequent alliance with the Zionist
Movement. This superior-generalizing proposition ignores facts from one side and curtails analysis based on
the primary and fundamental criteria of historical writing, meaning striving for accuracy, adopting integrity,
and rising above dressing matters in ideologized discourses that reflect the present and do not read the past.

In this context, the author tends to focus on state policy, neglecting the internal interests and
considerations specific to the Druze. On page 263, the author attributes the success of the state's policy in
separating the Druze from their Arab environment to the lack of educated people and intellectuals. Yet, the
reality of detachment from the Arab environment has not changed with the steady increase in the number of
educated people and intellectuals in recent decades. In this regard, the author writes on page 263:

"The weak political role of the educated during the first decade of the Zionist state's establishment and the
control of Labor Party patrons over the movements of Druze leaders' intermediaties eased the Israeli
government's continuation of its policy aimed at separating the Druze community from the rest of the Arab
communities. After the success in establishing the Minorities Unit in 1948, which was the first step of the
Israeli government towards this separation, it began in 1953 to take successive steps, the most important of
which were two: imposing compulsory conscription in 1956, and enacting the Druze Community
Organization Law in the Knesset in 1957. These two intertwined steps had the greatest impact on the course
of the political, economic, and cultural development of the Druze in the Zionist state until the present day."

The author employs a language of justification and defense for the Druze in his writing, situating them
within an accountability framework. The author writes about the Druze's patticipation in the 1948 war,
ignoring that, according to in-depth research by historian Leila Parsons (2000), the Druze in the country did
not participate and preferred to remain neutral. Out of justification, the author ignores the historical truth
that the majority of Druze in Palestine did not participate in the war, even if there were unique cases, thus
confusing the neutrality of the Druze of Palestine with the actual participation of the Druze of Syria and
Lebanon.!! The author says on page 172:

WYusti Hazran, The Druze commmunity and the Lebanese state: between confrontation and reconciliation (Routledge, 2014).
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"The Druze wanted to protect themselves from all parties: the Jews, the Arab Salvation Army, and the
governments of Lebanon and Syria. Their heavy sacrifices and the defeats of the Arab Salvation Army in
April and May 1948, and especially the [Israeli Army's| repulsion of the invasion of the Arab armies, all
reinforced the position of those [Druze] who preferred to associate with the Jews."

The statement above does not fully reflect historical reality because the Druze in the country did not
actually participate in the war; instead, participation was from Druze from Syria and Lebanon within the Arab
Salvation Army.

The author overlooks that the discourse of excommunication and betrayal (takfir wa takhween) that the
Druze encountered in the Arab and Islamic environment contributed significantly to the success of the state's
fragmentation projects against the Druze, and that sectarian tendencies often accompanied this discourse.
Furthermore, the Arab nationalist discourse considered any reference to local identities to be an absolute
contradiction to encompassing nationalism, ignoring that pluralism was never a contradiction to the
encompassing identity.

Focusing on the state's policy without referring to the behaviors of the Palestinian and Arab-Islamic
environment is in itself a bias and an underestimation of historical truth, and an ovetlooking of the historical
dynamics that shaped the history of the Druze. The Druze reality, if it is in crisis, reflects the surrounding
crisis-ridden reality. The Druze were not the only ones who abandoned their plows or their hoes; instead, this
transformation extended to the entire Arab minority, and this was not a result of the land confiscation policy
brought by the military rule, but rather due to the collapse of traditional agriculture in the face of the
advanced agriculture brought by the Zionist settlement project.

The book lacks a summary or conclusion and does not present this important section at the end, as is
customary for a research paper. Perhaps the reason for this is that the author deliberately intended from the
beginning to present a book that prosecutes the state's policy and the traditional leadership for ideological
motives, without a deep look at the crisis-ridden historical reality and without taking into account all the
components of the historical process of the Druze in Israel, foremost among them the legacy of betrayal and
excommunication and the minority status.

Editorial note by Rami Zeedan
Since this book forum was initiated and published after the passing of the late Dr. Firro, our usual
“authort’s response” section is not possible. We had wished that Dr. Firro would be with us to see the growth
of scholarship on the Druze and, especially, to be honored by reading this critical review of his final work.
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Abstract
Background: Research on the Druze community is expanding across various dis-
ciplines; however, gaps and regional biases persist.
Objectives: This scoping review aims to map research trends, evaluate thematic
and geographic coverage, and identify areas for future study in Druze scholarship
published in 2024.
Eligibility criteria: Included works are peer-reviewed books, book chapters, and
articles published in English in 2024, or English-language master’s theses and doc-
toral dissertations produced in 2024 that focus on or significantly engage with the
Druze.
Sources of evidence: Building on Johnson & Zeedan (2024), this review expand-
ed the dataset to include graduate theses and dissertations, as well as published
scholatly works.
Charting methods: Studies were categorized into thematic groups, including Bi-
ology & Health, Education, Family Dynamics, History, Language & Media, Poli-
tics, Religion & Faith, and Socioeconomics. A detailed content analysis was con-
ducted using Covidence to organize coding and synthesis.
Results: A total of 93 works were analyzed. Compared to 2023, there is a notice-
able increase in research volume, likely due to the adoption of improved systemat-
ic methods. However, a continuing regional bias toward Israeli Druze is apparent,
despite their smaller population size. Limited attention is given to Druze com-
munities in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and the diaspora, with notable gaps in health,
education, and family dynamics.
Conclusions: The findings underscore the significance of Druze studies and the
uneven representation of various themes and regions. Filling these gaps will lead
to a more complete and balanced understanding of Druze communities in various

contexts.

Keywords: Druze; Literature review; Biology & Health; Education; Family Dynamics; His-
tory; Langnage & Media; Politics; Religion & Faithy Socioeconomics
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Introduction

This scoping review aims to map the literature published in 2024 that focuses
on the Druze or provides new empirical or interpretive discussion of them. This
is the second such project, building on the publication of the 2023 systematic re-
view (Johnson and Zeedan, 2024). To prepate for this year’s project, we surveyed
various review types, consulted the relevant literature, and ultimately opted for a
scoping review because our objective is descriptive and exploratory (Grant and
Booth, 2009; Levac et al., 2010). We aimed to identify the range, types, and topical
distribution of items in 2024: peer-reviewed articles, book chapters, books, and
unpublished master’s and doctoral theses, rather than to answer a single, narrowly
focused evaluative question. A scoping review also enabled us to map key con-
cepts and gaps, laying the groundwork for potential future research projects with
targeted questions related to identified gaps, or for new systematic or meta-analytic
syntheses in sub-areas of Druze studies (Munn et al., 2018).

To ensure methodological transparency and reproducibility, we followed es-
tablished scoping review frameworks and reporting guidelines and documented
any changes from previously established procedures in the literature. The review
protocol was informed by the literature on scoping reviews to develop search
strategies and establish eligibility criteria (Arksey and O’Malley, 2005). Screening
and data charting were conducted in duplicate by two reviewers, with a mechanism
in place for resolving disagreements. We searched multiple bibliographic databases
and reviewed the reference lists (see Research Design; Levac et al., 2010). The final
report adheres to the PRISMA-ScR checklist to ensure comprehensive reporting
of evidence sources, the selection process, charting methods, and the synthesis of
results (Tricco et al., 2018).

Research Design

To identify trends and gaps in the academic literature on 2024 Druze studies,
this project’s data includes peer-reviewed books, book chapters, and English-lan-
guage articles published in 2024. This year, the study also includes all English-lan-
guage master’s theses and doctoral dissertations produced in 2024 from ranked
universities, as listed in the World University Rankings 2024, which surveys over
2,000 academic institutions from 115 countries (World University Rankings, 2024).
In this way, the dataset effectively outlines the contours of the academic field
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of Druze studies over the past year. Although the data source is limited in lin-
guistic breadth, as it draws exclusively from English-language sources, it expands
on Johnson and Zeedan’s (2024) previous work by including not only established
experts on the Druze but also emerging academic perspectives from higher educa-
tion programs. These data constitute a comprehensive source for analyzing trends
in the past year’s academic literature on the Druze. While future projects aiming to
analyze annual scholarship on the Druze could improve the data’s scope through
verifying the academic rigor of non-English sources, the resultant 93 pieces of
academic literature on the subject nevertheless provide a detailed picture of the
state of the field in 2024.

To collect these data, we conducted a comprehensive scoping review of all re-
search written on the Druze in 2024. This collection comprised four steps, includ-
ing: importing references, screening titles and abstracts, reviewing full texts, and
extracting all relevant information from the studies prior to analysis. The first of
these steps, importing references, occurred during three separate periods: mid-No-
vember 2024, January 20, 2025, and March 8, 2025. On these dates, we used PoP-
Cites, an online data collection tool, to retrieve Research Information Systems
(RIS) files for all articles containing the keyword “Druze” published in 2024 across
nine databases. To supplement our dataset, we also conducted a keyword search
for “Druze” in subscribed resources available through the University of Kansas
Libraries via ProQuest, EBSCO, and Web of Science.

Upon uploading these files to Covidence, an online systematic and scoping
review tool also available via the library, we collected a total of 2,641 studies. We
began systematically screening the works for relevance to the project (see Figure
1). After Covidence automatically removed 1,279 duplicate studies, a further 86
were removed manually, leaving 1,276 studies to screen. Then, after abstract and
title screening, we identified 166 entries for full-text review, from which we select-
ed those for the final review and extraction steps. This phased collection suited
the project well, as the lengthy process of data collection, screening, review, and
extraction could begin prior to the end of 2024 while still allowing us to revisit
each source in early 2025, as mentioned above. Moreover, the collection of studies
from nine separate sources helped us ensure disciplinary diversity and comprehen-

siveness, appropriate for a scoping review of this scale.
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Figure 1: PRISMA Diagram of the Scoping Review
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As we collected the data, we immediately and simultaneously began the title
and abstract screening, full text review, and extraction steps as outlined in Covi-
dence’s preset structure for a scoping review. At each step, authors Johnson and
Zeedan reviewed every study, determining whether each met the criteria to pro-
ceed to the next stage of analysis. For example, during the title and abstract screen-
ing, we excluded content clearly not relevant to the present study based solely
on the title and abstract (e.g,, duplicates, non-English studies, and studies lacking
topical relevance), which resulted in 166 pieces of scholarship for full-text review.
At this stage of the review, we then reached a consensus on each remaining study
based on their full texts, voting to exclude articles failing to meet the criteria of
peer-reviewed books, book chapters, and articles published in English in 2024
or English-language master’s theses and doctoral dissertations produced in 2024
(see Table 1). In the final stage before analysis, authors Johnson and Zeedan then
independently extracted relevant data from each of the remaining 93 scholarly
works, providing 10 fields of relevant information, including Chicago Style Cita-
tion, DOI, Joutrnal/Publisher, Title, Authot(s), Abstract, Relevance to the Druze,
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Research Format, Country of Focus, and Subject Category. Therefore, at every
step, articles, chapters, books, and graduate projects were analyzed. Furthermore,
the Covidence system enabled the streamlined review of these works, culminating

in an exportable file containing all fields from the extraction stage.

Table 1: Reasons for Exclusion in Full Text Review
Reason Count
Academic rigot (e.g, not peet-reviewed / university not ranked) 12
Arabic!
Published before 2024 8
Literature type (e.g.,, undergraduate thesis or newspaper article) 10
Insufficient discussion of the Druze? 35

We then employed a thematic content analysis to evaluate the data, starting
with the extraction stage. Drawing on the categories established in Johnson and
Zeedan (2024), we coded each work based on its relevance to eight subjects: Biol-
ogy & Health; Education; History; Language & Literature; Politics; Religious Stud-
ies; Socioeconomics; and Women, Gender, & Sexuality. However, as we sorted
each work by theme following the extraction stage, some alterations became nec-
essary, such as changing “Women, Gender, & Sexuality” to the more descriptive
“Family Dynamics” and abandoning the academic field title of “Religious Studies”
in favor of a title more reflective of the religious studies and sociological work
present in the “Religion & Faith” category. Once organized into these new groups,
we then began analyzing the data for similarities and differences within and be-
tween categories. Specifically, trends in regional bias between groups as well as
shared content within groups became readily apparent after thematic organization.
For this scoping review, the qualitative thematic content analysis is highly appro-
priate for identifying subjective gaps and trends in the literature. Ultimately, this
work aims to inform the field about the general progress and relative weaknesses
in various subjects related to the Druze and Druze society. Organizing the content

by subject effectively highlights neglected ateas, therefore enabling the creation of

! To confirm a journal’s peer-review status, we used the Scopus abstract and citation database
(https://www.scopus.com/sources). Due to the unfortunate lack of such a resource for Arabic-
language research to our knowledge, we opted to exclude works in Arabic altogether to ensure the
consistent quality of this study’s included works.

% Though some of these articles contained limited mention of the Druze, none contained either
novel discussion or disaggregated data related to the community.
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annotated bibliographies for each publication that showcase the works’ contribu-
tions, methodologies, and relevance to the Druze (see Appendix A). This bibliog-
raphy utilizes language from the original abstracts whenever possible and edits for

clarity, relevance, and brevity as needed.

General Findings

Compared with Johnson and Zeedan’s (2024) study of 2023 literature related
to the Druze, the current study stands in stark contrast, providing 93 scholarly
works compared to the previous study’s 65 entries (see Table 2). At first glance,
this discrepancy suggests a significant increase in publications on the Druze in
2024. However, two primary factors likely contribute to the greater number of
2024 literature on the Druze in this survey. Firstly, this study comprises five mas-
tet’s theses and doctoral dissertations from ranked institutions, whereas the 2023
literature review excluded all unpublished work. Secondly, and likely of greater
significance, this study’s methodology proved to be more systematic and com-
prehensive than the previous study on the subject. Where that scholarship merely
employed a keyword search in Google Scholar and University of Kansas library
resources for the word “Druze” followed by a systematic review, the present study
scoured nine separate scholarly databases on two occasions, intentionally widening
the search parameters to conduct a systematic scoping review of all literature on
the Druze. For this reason, longitudinal analysis of the annual publication rate re-
mains the purview of future studies. Such studies, if employing the same or similar
research design, could help gauge the field’s overall growth; however, the apparent
increase in this year’s number of entries should not be taken as evidence of overall
growth in the field.
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Table 2: Share of Entries by Subject’
Subject No. in 2023 % in 2023 No. in 2024 % in 2024
Biology & Health 12 18.5 11 11.8
Education 4 6.1 12 12.9
History 8 12.3 19 20.4
Language & Literature
/ Media 5 7.7 8 8.6
Politics 13 20.0 20 21.5
Religious Studies /
Religion & Faith 4 0.1 8 86
Socioeconomics 8 12.3 8 8.6
Women, Gender, &
Sexuality / Family 11 16.9 7 7.5
Dynamics

Nevertheless, between 2023 and 2024, one trend remains clear: academic lit-
erature on the Druze, at least under the current methodological approach, skews
heavily toward the Isracli Druze community. Despite the population constituting
a minority of the total Druze population, over half of the 2024 literature in this
scoping review pertained, at least in part, to the community, continuing a similar
trend observed in 2023 (see Figure 2). In comparison, only 29 entries related to
Lebanon and 16 entries related to Syria. Even when including entries related to the
occupied Golan Heights for Syria, this number only increases to 20, despite the
Syrian Druze making up an estimated plurality of the overall Druze community.
These gaps become increasingly pronounced in specific thematic categories, such
as Biology & Health and Education, where scholarship focuses exclusively on the
Druze. Although we discuss the categorical breakdown in greater detail below,
the general trend indicates a relative lack of knowledge within the field about the
Druze community outside Israel, suggesting a need for greater geographic diversi-
ty in future scholarly work. At the same time, the study’s methodology could skew

? The number of entries in 2023 for the Biology & Health and Politics categories have been revised
down, as Johnson and Zeedan’s article on 2023 literature related to the Druze mistakenly included
pieces by Shlomovitz et al. and Mahajne that belong to the 2024 scholarship on the Druze.
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the regional focus by choosing to search exclusively for the keyword “Druze” to
identify relevant scholarship. Future studies in a similar vein could improve geo-
graphic coverage by reviewing articles containing keywords such as “Mount Leba-
non,” “Hawran,” “Suwayda OR Sweida,” or the names of prominent Druze fami-

lies and individuals, especially political and religious leaders in Lebanon and Syria.

Figure 2: Entry Count by Community Focus

Figure 1: Entry Count by Community of Focus
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Categorical Findings

Biology & Health

With all entries organized alphabetically in Appendix A below, Biology &
Health comes first, and each of the 11 entries in this category pertains exclusively
to Isracli Druze. However, within this sub-population of the Druze community,
the studies themselves are varied in topic, with some focusing on general ailments
afflicting Israeli Druze and broader Israeli society, while other studies centered
on Druze genetics or Druze women’s health specifically. Bashkin et al. (2024) and
Weinberger et al. (2024) studied hyperglycemia and brucellosis, respectively, disag-
gregating Druze-specific data from Israel’s Arab population as a whole. However,
studies on mental health proved most prevalent in this category, with Gal et al.
(2024) and Khatib et al. (2024) calling established Israeli medical practices related
to mental health into question in relation to Arab Israelis, including the Druze,
while Shaheen’s (2024) doctoral dissertation fixated on Israeli and Druze youth
more specifically.

Gershfeld-Litvin et al. (2024) likewise looked at mental health. However, this

group of researchers studied women with breast cancer in particular, falling into
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an intersectional trend in the literature investigating various aspects of gendered
Druze health experiences. Ryder et al. (2024) and Sgayer et al. (2024) followed suit,
applying a gender-discerning lens: the former investigating the effects of gender
and ethnicity on stroke, and the latter antenatal care amid the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Similarly, Falah et al. (2024) studied male Druze life expectancy in Israel. How-
ever, this study also fell within a grouping of articles focusing on the Druze com-
munity’s consanguinity and unique genetic markers to understand Druze health.
Though not fixating on gendered variation as much as other research from 2024,
Awaad et al. (2024) and Sholomovitz et al. (2024) fit with Falah et al. (2024) in
undertaking genetic research to understand the Druze community’s susceptibility
to familial Mediterranean fever and kidney disease, respectively. In this way, Is-
raeli medical studies seem to be adequately addressing pressing medical questions
within the Israeli Druze and broader Israeli community. However, the applicability
of such studies to the broader Druze community cannot be readily extrapolated.
Therefore, the apparent absence of medical research on other regional or dias-
poric communities leaves a significant gap in the current literature and the field’s
knowledge of Druze health beyond Israeli borders.

Education

Like Biology & Health, all 12 articles in Education focus exclusively on Israeli
society. However, within this category, three general themes emerge in relation to
the articles, including education and multiculturalism, Arabs in Israeli higher edu-
cation, and child sex abuse (CSA). In the first subcategory, multiculturalism figures
both as a lens of comparison and an educational goal, with Al-Haj’s (2024) book
highlighting the difference between Arabic and Hebrew education in Israel, while
articles and chapters by Halabi (2024), Khair-Abbas (2024), Livne et al. (2024),
Livne (2024), and Tal (2024) all focus on the shortcomings and successes of Israeli
intercultural education. Works by Abbas and Court (2024), Bar-Haim (2024), and
Shams et al. (2024) further explore these dynamics. However, each focuses specif-
ically on Arabs in Israeli higher education, discussing Druze educational patterns,
gendered differences in matriculation, and family influence on these trends. The
remaining three articles, written by overlapping groups of researchers, discuss how
teachers experience and handle instances of CSA within Druze society (Bar Gosen
et al., 2024; Sigad, 2024; Sigad et al., 2024). This yeat’s data, therefore, helps to
elucidate dynamics within the Israeli educational system at both the interpersonal
and society-wide levels. At the same time, as with Biology & Health, little to no
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disaggregated data on Druze experiences with education exist outside the Israeli

context, revealing a general gap in the current annual literature.

Family Dynamics

Comprising six articles and one book, the Family Dynamics category was this
study’s smallest and was split into two subcategories, organized by research focus
and country of inquiry. In this way, three articles and the category’s sole book
scrutinized marriage practices in Lebanon, whereas the remaining three articles
investigated families more holistically, though only in Isracl. Among the works
on Lebanon, Deeb’s (2024) book examines the Lebanese social milieu through
the lens of mixed marriages, though the remaining three articles—two authored
by the same research team in El Hakim et al. (2024a; 2024b) and the other by
Hachem and Karam (2024)—focused more on Lebanese systems of governance
as impediments to or facilitators of marital cohesion. In the other subcategory,
authors tended to investigate a range of topics, including Eseed et al.’s (2024) study
of religiosity’s relationship to mothering, Sabik et al.’s (2024) work on Druze pat-
ents of children with disabilities, and finally Barakat’s (2024) assessment of labor
division within Druze houscholds in Israel. In this way, a relative dearth of subject
variation within the Lebanese familial context begins to emerge compared with
the Israeli context. However, the latter also tends to favor a familial lens centered
on women, providing informative research while revealing a potential gap in the
literature. Moreover, several facets of Druze society outside these two countries
remain underexplored according to the data, raising questions about family dy-

namics in Syria, Jordan, and the diaspora.

History

In the History category, several key trends have emerged, emphasizing politi-
cal dynamics, cultural interactions, and community identity across different periods
and regions. These studies, drawing on various primary sources such as diplomatic
cables, archival documents, personal accounts, and interviews, offer a nuanced and
multifaceted view of the Druze experience. The publications collectively show a
shift toward more specific, case-study-based analyses that highlight broader his-
torical themes. The largest group of studies, seven in total, focuses on the Druze
in Lebanon. An additional four studies specifically examine the Hawran region,
stressing its historical importance as a Druze stronghold and a bordetrland. The

remaining studies address broader topics with mentions of Druze communities in
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Syria or within the context of cross-border and regional interactions. This section,
therefore, contrasts with other categories that mainly focus on the Israeli Druze.

A significant portion of the recent literature examines the political history
of the Druze, particulatly the influential families that have shaped their relation-
ships with local and imperial powers. Several studies examine the Lebanese Junblat
(Jumblatt) family. Abu-Husayn (2024) challenges the traditional narrative of the
family’s origins and rise, drawing on historical and contemporary evidence to offer
a new perspective on how the family secured its leadership position. Bou Nassif
(2024) examines the relationship between Walid Jumblatt and Israel during the
1983 War of the Mountain, utilizing declassified diplomatic sources to reveal the
complex ties that influenced the Lebanese conflict. Similatly, Yildiz (2024) exam-
ines the political maneuvering of the Jumblatt and Arslan families in 19th-centu-
ry Shouf, focusing on their rivalry for the district governorship and their inter-
actions with the weakening Ottoman central government. Aside from political
families, the relationship between the Druze and the Ottoman Empire is another
key theme. Buzpinar (2024) provides a detailed examination of Ottoman policy
toward the Druze of Hawran in the late 19th century, arguing that the relationship
was defined more by reconciliation and negotiation than by coercion. In contrast,
Giindogdu (2024) offers a comparative analysis of Ottoman sectarian governance
in Syria between the 1570s and 1630s.

Besides politics, these works also explore the cultural and social aspects of
Druze history, including their interactions with other communities and their role
in a changing regional landscape. Rodriguez (2024) examines the “religious sound-
scape” of 18th- and 19th-century Mount Lebanon, demonstrating how this dis-
tinctive soundscape distinguished the region from the rest of the Ottoman Levant.
Following similar sectarian dynamics, Rogan (2024) details the events of the 1860
Damascus massacre and subsequent rebuilding, especially focusing on the inter-
action between the Druze and Amir ‘Abd al-Qadir. Hill (2024) also discusses the
1860 massacre, exploring the life of historian Mikha’il Mishaqa and his interac-
tions with Druze elites during a time of rising sectarian tensions between Druze
and Maronite communities.

Several studies highlight the Druze involvement in broader regional cultur-
al and nationalist movements. Thompson (2024) discusses a 1920s gathering of
key Arab intellectuals, including Shakib Arslan, a prominent Druze figure, to il-
lustrate the post-Ottoman fractures in the Arab world. Beinin’s (2024) research
on Egyptian popular culture in late Ottoman and Mandate Palestine mentions
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members of the Syrian Druze al-Atrash family who participated in this cultural
trend, showing their engagement in wider regional artistic currents. In a more
contemporary setting, Radwan (2024) employs an anthropological approach to
examine how historical knowledge and dogma influence the identity politics of the
Lebanese Druze today, as well as their connections to social issues such as exog-
amy and inter-communal relations. Similarly, Kamali (2024) and Provence (2024)
both focus on Druze contributions to the history of the Hawran, demonstrating
how the community played a role in 19th-century economic relations and in the
1925 Great Syrian Revolt.

Other works explore more contemporary histories, connecting Druze history
to broader regional and modern contexts. For example, Bahnasy’s (2024) thesis on
civil-military relations in the Middle East includes a discussion of Druze integra-
tion into the Syrian army and addresses modern military and political dynamics.
Abadi (2024), in his chapter on minorities in Jordan, discusses occasional interac-
tions between the Druze and Bedouin communities in Hawran, providing context
for the integration of peripheral groups in the Levant. De Clerck’s (2024) analysis
of the Lebanese War (1975-1990) reframes the war as a “glocal” conflict. It fo-
cuses on relations between Druze and Christian populations, especially regarding
wat, reconciliation, and memory. This collection of studies demonstrates a vibrant
and evolving field of Druze history, moving beyond narrow focuses to embrace a

more integrated, contextual, and multidisciplinary approach.

Langnage & Media

In this year’s study, the Language & Media category contained seven journal
articles and one book chapter on the subject. The works themselves followed three
distinct trends, with half of the category comprising media analyses of Druze
identity. In this trend, both Abu Amrieh (2024) and Adinolfi (2024) published
separate works investigating Lebanese Druze author Rabih Alameddine’s novels
The Wrong End of the Telescope and I, the Divine, respectively, using the books to
contextualize refugee and migrant experiences. In the same vein, Paci (2024) and
Shomron (2024) investigated other media, including film and news, to explore the
intersection of language, media, and identity within Israel’s Druze community.

Two other subcategories existed among the works on Language & Media, in-
cluding two articles on linguistic analysis and two meta-analyses of Druze Studies
as a field. Kheir (2024) and Miles (2024) present the first of these trends, discuss-
ing the sociopolitical factors shaping language practices among Druze populations
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in Israel and the Golan Heights. At the same time, the emergence of the Druge
Studies Journal appears to have created a novel platform for meta-analyses of the
Druze Studies field itself, with an article by Hazran et al. (2024) evaluating the
field’s development and potential future, while Johnson and Zeedan’s (2024) work,
acting as a predecessor to the present study, aimed to review 2023 publications re-
lated to the Druze comprehensively. Despite these distinct trends, the eight works
act in tandem to provide a clearer understanding of how language within, about,
and from the Druze community helps illuminate the community itself. Whether
this language comes from academics, novelists, filmmakers, or individual members
of the Druze community, each article highlights how this corpus informs under-

standings of Druze life and experience.

Politics

The Politics category of this year’s study, comprising works related to modern
Druze political identity and behavior, is the largest, with 20 entries. Due to the
quantity of works in the Politics section, a territory-by-territory analysis is best
for teasing out trends in this category’s literature. Firstly, and most simply, on the
three works related to Syria, no discernible trend exists either within the three
pieces of scholarship or in connection to other works in the category, aside from
Qaddour’s (2024) investigation of sectarianism in the context of the country’s
constitutional bargaining under former President Bashar al-Assad. The discussion
of sectarianism here aligns with the layered analysis of sectarianism in the five
works on Lebanon.

Among works on Lebanon, Jadaoun (2024) and Khneisser (2024) both in-
vestigate local politics, paying attention to the role of sectarian politicking and
organization in local affairs. In contrast, two separate works by El Baba (2024)
and Saadi (2024) scrutinize the role of sectarianism in Lebanese national politics,
with the former providing a historical and contemporary context for the phenom-
enon, while the latter specifically studies Lebanese women’s voting behavior along
sectarian lines. Lastly, former Ambassador David Hale’s (2024) book, similar to
El Baba’s article, secks to provide a history of politics in Lebanon, culminating
in modern-day developments in the country, though through a distinctly interna-
tional lens that focuses on American diplomacy and its interactions with Lebanese
religious sects.

Like most other categories, however, Politics is predominantly composed of

works focusing on Israel, with 11 of the entries dealing with the country in at

124



JOHNSON, PEPER, & ZEEDAN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

least a substantial part (see Appendix A). Within this regional focus, the pieces
can be organized into four trends: political projects in the Golan Heights, modern
political elites, voting behavior, and sociopolitical identity. On the Golan Heights,
Braverman’s (2024) work on “frontier ecologies” outlines the Israeli occupational
project in the territory, while Aboultaif’s (2024) article shows how Druze in the
Golan have resisted that project. Akirav (2024) and Mahajne (2024) refocus on
Israel proper, observing how members of the Knesset and mayors operate with-
in the country’s political system. A further three articles scrutinize Druze voting
behavior in recent years (Miaari et al., 2024; Zeedan, 2024a; Zeedan, 2024b). The
remaining four articles on Israel then explore the sociopolitical identity underlying
this political behavior, investigating Druze political and identity labels, especially
in the wake of the 2018 “Nation-State” Basic Law (Amara, 2024; Eldar & Young,
2024; Halabi, 2024; Halabi et al., 2024). While this category again highlights a
certain geographic gap in research, the subcategories on Israeli Druze politics do
extend to other areas, such as Turkmen’s (2024) study of identity politics in the
Syrian diasporas or Saadi’s (2024) coverage of Lebanese Druze voting behavior.
Likewise, political identity along sectarian lines in both the literature on Israel and
Lebanon proves complementary. Hence, despite the apparent skewing of the rep-
resentation of Israeli Druze politics, this category seems to have developed geo-
graphically, cross-cutting themes on Druze politics more generally.

Religion & Faith

With five articles, two book chapters, and one doctoral dissertation, the Reli-
gion & Faith category was varied in both its material and its focus areas. Though
occasionally overlapping in topic, this category tended to focus on the foundations
of the Druze faith, reincarnation, and its relationship to the broader Druze com-
munity, as well as on the contours of religious identity among Druze in various
social contexts. Al-Majali and al-Aqtash’s (2024) article and Walker’s (2024) book
chapter provide most of the novel 2024 scholarship on the foundations of the
Druze faith, with the first work reviewing Druze heterodox interpretations of the
Qur’an compared to mainstream Muslims, while Walker’s chapter focuses more on
the historical and political context in which the Druze faith emerged. With a more
modern bent, four works discussed Druze reincarnation at length, tying the belief
inextricably to Druze communal cohesion in Brazil, between the United States and
Lebanon, throughout the Levant, and in the Druze community writ large (Pinto,
2024; El-Eid, 2024; Ibraheem, 2024; Natoor et al., 2024). Pinto’s (2024) work then
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bridges the gap between coverage of reincarnation and various factors shaping re-
ligious identity, as both Pinto and Montenegro (2024) study Druze communities in
South America and the development of Druze religious identity. Likewise, Kheir
and Moberg (2024) examine the recent effects of Israeli social media on religious
identity among Druze youth. With general interdisciplinarity not consistent across
all categories in this study, the works in Religion & Faith take varied approaches to
investigating the relationship between Druze faith and community across borders
and around the world.

Socioeconomics

Potentially the most eclectic category of scholarship in this study, works fall-
ing under Socioeconomics address a range of Druze social and economic rela-
tionships with their broader communities. Nevertheless—within this grouping of
articles on money—identity, and society, coverage of Israel still exceeds that of
other parts of the Druze community. Only three of the works go beyond Israel’s
borders, with Dybwad’s (2024) mastet’s thesis on Syrian migrant identity in Ice-
land, Ghadban et al’s (2024) study of the wild plant economy in Lebanon, and
Maugendre and Gasparini’s (2024) analysis of Lebanon’s athletic elite. Otherwise,
the remaining scholarship centers exclusively on Israel, with studies such as Factor
and Mehozav’s (2024) piece investigating normative values across different Israeli
social groups, or Kheir and Portnov’s (2024) case study on how the segmented Is-
raeli land market relates to those groups. A chapter from Siegel’s (2024) The Israeli
Mafia even shows how Arabs in Israel, including the Druze, subvert such eco-
nomic structures through organized crime. Furthermore, works by Mahajne and
Allassad Alhuzail (2024) and Natoor et al. (2024) investigate the challenges faced
by social workers in Israel when interacting with or working within the Druze
community. Though not necessarily demarcating clear throughlines wherein lit-
erary gaps can be filled, at least within the context of this yeat’s scholarship, the
category nevertheless provides valuable insights into the relative lack of literature
on case studies outside of Israel and, to a lesser extent, Lebanon. In this way, oth-
er Druze communities’ relationships to their socioeconomic environment remain

underexplored and could prove promising for new research projects.
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https://doi.org/10.17161/druze.2024.21816

Zeedan, Rami. “Social Identity and Voting Behavior in a Deeply Divided So-
ciety: The Case of Israel” Soceties 14, no. 177 (2024a): 1-23. https://doi.
org/10.3390/s0c14090177

Zeedan, Rami. “The Druze Vote in Israel: Between Ideology, Socioeconomic Sta-
tus, Kinship, and the Nation-State.” Democratization (2024b): 1-21. https://
doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2024.2414214
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Appendix A: Literature on the Druze in 2024

1.

Biology & Health

Bashkin, Amir, Osnat Sharon, Anita Zur, and Afif Nakhleh. “Predictors of

Postprandial Hyperglycemia in Non-Diabetic Adult Hospital Visitors:
A Cross-Sectional Study Across Religious Groups in Northern Isra-
el Journal of Clinical Medicine 13, no. 7866 (2024): 1-10. https://doi.
org/10.3390/jcm13247866

This article investigates the prevalence of postprandial hyperglycemia
among non-diabetic adults visiting the Galilee Medical Center, using
glucose testing to identify associated factors. It reveals ethnic variations,
including a 9.4 percent prevalence in Druze populations, highlighting the

importance of hospital-based screening.

Falah, Ghadeer, Alina Kurolap, Tamar Paperna, Nina Ekhilevitch, Nivin Mousta-

fa, Nadine Damouny-Naoum, Yam Amir, Lital Sharvit, Rithan Moghra-
bi, Gamal Hassoun, Fuad Fares, Hagit Baris Feldman, and Gil Atzmon.
“The d3GHR carrier epigenome in Druze clan longevity.” Scientific Reports
74, no. 1 (2024): 1-12. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-024-72240-2

This study examines the d3GHR genetic polymorphism within a Druze
clan in Israel, highlighting its higher prevalence in males and its poten-
tial influence on health through gene-environment interactions. Using
genetic testing of Druze members, the research explores how epigen-
etic factors may mediate this relationship. The findings underscore the
significance of genetic variations and environmental factors in health

outcomes.

Gal, Gilad, Joseph Lourie, David Roe, Marc Gelkopf, Anwar Khatib, and Efrat

Shadmi. “Comparing outcomes of psychiatric rehabilitation between
ethnic-religious groups in Israel.” Transcultural Psychiatry 61, no. 6 (2024):
833-841. https://doi.org/10.1177/13634615241250205
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This article compares the quality of life between Israeli Arabs and Jews
receiving psychiatric rehabilitation, using questionnaires completed by
both consumers and providers. It highlights that Arabs generally report
lower ratings, with specific findings related to the Druze community.
This research provides insights into Druze mental health outcomes and

the impact of cultural factors on rehabilitation services.

Gershfeld-Litvin, Avital, Itay Ressler, Khola Daher, and Samer Halabi. “Psy-
chological experiences of Druze women with breast cancer” Jour-
nal of Health Psychology 30, no. 3 (2025): 410-420. https://doi.
org/10.1177/13591053241262640

The purpose of this study is to explore the experiences of Druze women
who have been diagnosed with breast cancer. The authors conducted
semi-structured interviews with nine Druze women and used inductive
thematic analysis to analyze the data. After generating themes based on
these interviews with Druze women, the authors conclude that the find-
ings suggest a need for cultural competence in psychological interven-

tions for breast cancer survivors.

Khatib, Anwar, Avital Laufer, Michal Finkelstein and Marc Gelkopf. “Cultural Ad-
aptation of the Mental Health Literacy Scale.” International Journal of Men-
tal Health Promotion 27, no. 1 (2025): 19-28. https://doi.org/10.32604/
ijmhp.2024.057925

This article validates a modified Isracli Mental Health Literacy Scale (IM-
HLS), adapted to assess mental health understanding across Israel’s di-
verse ethnic groups, including Druze. Using confirmatory factor analysis
on data from 1,057 participants, it highlights significant ethnic differenc-
es in mental health familiarity.

Orouk Awaad, Elham, Lana Khoury, Joeri W. van Straalen, Adi Miller-Barmak,
Tal Gazitt, Jumana Haddad-Haloun, Riva Brik, and Mohamad Hamad
Saied. “E148Q) variant: A familial Mediterranean fever-causing mutation
or a sequence variant?” European Journal of Pediatrics 183, no. 10 (2024):
4499-4506. https://doi.otg/10.1007/500431-024-05690-5
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This study aims to assess the clinical characteristics and severity of famil-
ial Mediterranean fever in patients homozygous for the p.E148Q) variant
and to evaluate the impact of the p.V726A variant in these patients. The
article used medical records from 61 patients—72 percent Druze—at
Carmel Medical Center in Israel, and disease severity was assessed using
the Tel Hashomer Key to Severity Score. Ultimately, the study found that
Colchicine treatment significantly reduced CRP levels in all patients.

Ryder, Chen Hanna, Carmit Gal, Gili Barkay, Shani Raveh Amsalem, Ziv Saru-
si, Radi Shahien, and Samih Badarny. “Ethnic and Gender Variations in
Ischemic Stroke Patterns among Arab Populations in Northern Israel: A
Preliminary Exploration towards Culturally Aware Personalized Stroke
Cate.” Journal of Personalized Medicine 14, no. 526 (2024): 1-12. https://
doi.org/10.3390/jpm14050526

This article explores ethnic and gender differences in Ischemic stroke
characteristics among Arab communities in Israel, focusing on Druze,
Muslim, Christian, and Bedouin groups. It analyzed medical records of
374 Arab stroke patients from two medical centers between 2015 and
2018, highlighting heterogeneity within these populations.

Sgayer, Inshirah, Miri Levinsky, Nataly Kushnir, Jacob Bornstein, Lior Lowen-
stein, and Maya Frank Wolf. “Antenatal Screening Tests Performance
during the First Wave of Coronavirus Disease 2019: Lessons Learned
for Future Pandemics.” Clinical and Experimental Obstetrics & Gynecology 51,
no. 3 (2024): 73-79. https://doi.org/10.31083/j.ccog5103073

This article aims to explotre screening test utilization and performance
during pregnancy amidst the pandemic, examining both nulliparous and
multiparous women, and to compare screening test performance before
and during the pandemic in multiparous women. A cross-sectional study
of 500 pregnant women at Galilee Medical Center, Israel, investigated
the effects of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) on screening test
performance during the first wave of the pandemic. This study highlights
the negative effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on antenatal screening
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test performance, especially among women of minority ethnic back-

grounds, including Druze women.

Shaheen, Nibal. “Shyness, avoidance of loneliness, and identity as predic-
tors of internet addiction among adolescents.”” PhD diss., Uni-
versity of Cérdoba, 2024. https://helvia.uco.es/bitstream/han-
dle/10396/26454/2024000002795.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

The main purpose of the PhD dissertation is to examine the relationship
between loneliness, identity status, and Internet addiction among Arab
adolescents in Israel aged 12-17, including those in the Druze communi-
ty. The author collected the research sample through convenience sam-
pling in 10 different villages in northern Israel from 2021 to 2022. The
dissertation finds a positive relationship between loneliness and Internet
addiction, indicating that as Internet addiction levels increase, loneliness

also tends to increase.

Shlomovitz, Omer, Danit Atias-Varon, Dina Yagel, Ortal Barel, Hadas Sha-
sha-Lavsky, Katl Skorecki, Aviva Eliyahu, Younes Bathish, Victor Fra-
jewicki, Daniel Kushnir, Rinat Zaid, Tamar Paperna, Ayala Ofir, Marina
Tchirkov, Kamal Hassan, Etty Kruzel, Khaled Khazim, Ronit Geron,
Irit Weisman, Anaam Hanut, Farid Nakhoul, Yael Kenig-Kozlovsky,
Gery Refael, Alon Antebi, Shimon Storch, Marcel Leiba, Maayan Ka-
gan, Rachel Shukrun, Gidi Rechavi, Benjamin Dekel, Yishay Ben Moshe,
Karin Weiss, Suheir Assady, and Asaf Vivante. “Genetic markers among
the Isracli Druze minority population with end-stage kidney disease.”
American Journal of Kidney Diseases 83, no. 2 (2024): 183-195. https://doi.
org/10.1053/}.ajkd.2023.06.006

Given the limited data on the prevalence of monogenic causes, especial-
ly among minority groups, this study examines genetic markers in the
Israeli Druze community with end-stage kidney disease (ESKD). The
research is a nationwide, multicenter, cross-sectional study involving 94
Israeli Druze patients receiving maintenance dialysis for ESKD. Exome
sequencing revealed a genetic diagnosis in about 18 percent of Druze in-

dividuals with ESKD, highlighting the importance of genetic analysis in
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minority populations with high CKD rates and where phenotypic disease
presentation may be nonspecific.

Weinberger, Miriam, Jacob Moran-Gilad, Michal Perry Markovich, and Svetlana
Bardenstein. “National epidemiology of culture-confirmed brucellosis
in Israel, 2004-2022.” Epidemiology & Infection 152, no. e88 (2024): 1-8.
https://doi.otg/10.1017/50950268824000803

This study investigates the endemic brucellosis in Israel. The authors use
a national database of culture-confirmed cases (2004-2022) to analyze
the trends of brucellosis. The authors find that the annual incidence rates
among the Arab (incidence rate ratio (IRR) = 36.4) and the Druze (IRR
= 29.6) were significantly higher than among Jews.

2. Education

Al-Haj, Majid. Education Among Indigenons Palestinians in Israel: Inequality, Cultural He-
gemony, and Social Change. State University of New York Press, 2024.

This book provides a detailed longitudinal analysis of indigenous Pales-
tinian education in Israel since the establishment of the state. Taking a
comparative approach, Majid Al-Haj juxtaposes the Arab and Hebrew
education systems in Israel, from eatly childhood through higher edu-
cation, looking at their administration, resources, curriculum content,
and outcomes. The author provides Druze-specific discussion at several
points in the book, but Chapter 3 covers Druze education extensively.

Bar Gosen, Noah, LLaura I. Sigad, Jordan Shaibe, Amani Halaby, Efrat Lusky-Weis-
rose, and Dafna Tener. ““We Need to Raise Awareness and Never Give
Up’: Israeli Druze and Muslim Arab Kindergarten Teachers’ Proactivity
When Facing the Sexual Abuse of Their Students.” Behavioral Sciences 14,
no. 142 (2024): 1-14. https://doi.org/10.3390/bs14020142

This study explores how Druze and Muslim Arab kindergarten teachers

in Israel actively address child sexual abuse (CSA) through personal, pro-

fessional, and religious strategies. Using qualitative thematic analysis of
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semi-structured interviews with these teachers highlights the significant
role of religious values in CSA intervention and prevention, especially
within Druze communities. This research emphasizes culturally ground-
ed approaches to protecting children and supporting teachers in their

community.

Bar-Haim, Eyal. “Stagnation and De-segregation: The Expansion of Palestinian

Arabs’ Education in Israel.” Higher Education Policy (2024): 1-17. https://
doi.org/10.1057/s41307-023-00336-x"

This paper examines the delayed patticipation of the Arab population,
including Druze, in higher education in Israel, highlighting shifts driven
by changing gender norms, especially among Palestinian Arab women.
Using age-period-cohort models and labor force surveys from 1995 to
2021, it identifies patterns in increased educational engagement among
Palestinians and Jews. This study provides insights into broader Arab
population trends in educational access and gender roles that may affect

Druze communities’ educational development.

Halabi, Rabah. “Bedouin teachers in non-Bedouin Arab schools: Alienation and

attempts to adjust and fit in.” International Journal of Qualitative Studies in
Education 37, no. 9 (2024): 2687-2700. https://doi.org/10.1080/095183
98.2024.2320173

This study explores the relationships between Bedouin Arab teachers
and non-Bedouin Arab teachers in rural northern Israel, highlighting is-
sues of discrimination and cultural identity through in-depth interviews
with 31 Bedouin teachers. Its main contribution is to reveal how conde-
scending attitudes affect Bedouin teachers’ experiences and professional
interactions. While focused on Bedouin communities, the findings are
relevant to Druze people, as one of the cases studied is a teacher in a
Druze school.

* This article has since been issued in Higher Education Policy with the following citation:
Bar-Haim, Eyal. "Stagnation and De-segregation: The Expansion of Palestinian Arabs Education

in Israel." Higher Education Policy 38, no. 1 (2025): 148-164. https://doi.org/10.1057/
541307-023-00336-x
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Khair-Abbas, Randa & Deborah Court. “Insider-Outsider Research, Qualita-
tive Discovery, and the Enhancement of Social Justice.” The Qualitative
Report 29, no. 10 (2024): 2750-2760. https://doi.otg/10.46743/2160-
3715/2024.7427

This article examines the family and communal factors that restrict
Druze and Muslim women’s access to higher education and academic
and professional advancement. The authors describe specific practices
they have implemented to increase access and success for these women
in college. The authors draw on personal experience as insider-outsider
researchers in the Druze community in Israel to provide insights that aid

social justice work.

Khair-Abbas, Randa. “Globalisation, Education, Policy, and Curricula Issues: The
Community Good as Global Education Policy.” In Fourth International
Handbook of Globalisation, Education and Policy Research, 531-540. Springer
Nature Switzetland, 2024. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-67667-
3.29

This chapter explores how multiculturalism emphasizes respect for di-
verse identities while also highlighting the importance of national his-
tory, values, and the common good. The case of the Druze education
in Israel illustrates the need for educational approaches that integrate

heritage and shared values to benefit students and society.

Livne, Angelica Edna Calo, Noam Malkinson, and Irit Sasson. “Harnessing the
power of performing arts: Fostering pedagogical change in the education
of special cultural groups.” International Journal of Education through Art 20,
no. 3 (2024): 351-366. https://doi.org/10.1386/eta_00173_1

This qualitative action research centers on a Druze village elementary
school in northern Israel, investigating a performing arts program de-
signed to catalyze systemic pedagogical change and prepare students
for seamless integration into Israeli society. The authors collected data
through eleven interviews with the educational team. Findings highlight
how the successful integration of the performing arts program enhanced
pedagogical efficacy.
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Livne, Angelica Edna Calo. “A Model of Inter-Cultural Connection Through the
Performing Arts: Enacting Alternative Communication Strategies.” In
Breaking the Silos: Excploring the Multiple Perspectives of Positive Psychology, 145—
156. Springer Nature Singapore, 2024. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-
981-97-5049-8_10

The research examined the validity of a pedagogical model designed to
bring together young people from different cultures. The author con-
ducted qualitative action research in three contexts, including an experi-
mental elementary school, Sultan El Atrash, in the Druze village of Hut-
feish in Northern Isracl. Findings show that combining dialogue skills
with the development of emotional and social intelligence can bridge
cultural gaps, and acquiring new tools for personal expression can rein-

force community values.

Shams, Duaa, Yael Grinshtain, and Yuval Dror. ““You don’t have to be educated to
help your child’: Parental involvement among first generation of higher
education Druze students in Israel.” Higher Education Qunarterly 78, no. 3
(2024): 1221-1240. https://doi.otg/10.1111/hequ.12525

This study examines the perceptions of Druze students from the Golan
Heights in Israel regarding their parents’ involvement in their higher ed-
ucation studies. The authors interviewed 15 Druze for the project. Using
thematic analysis, the authors found that parents’ support is reflected in a
high appreciation of education, as well as in moral and indirect academic
support.

Sigad, Laura 1. “’Everything Is Changing, We Need to Adapt™ Between Tradition
and Modernity —Educators Coping with Child Sexual Abuse.” Journal
of Interpersonal Violence 40, no. 11-12 (2025): 2605-2632. https://doi.
org/10.1177/08862605241275981

The purpose of this study is to investigate the experiences of Druze Arab
teachers in Israel coping with cases of child sexual abuse (CSA) among
their students and the meaning they attribute to CSA in the context of
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socio-cultural change. The authors conducted semi-structured interviews
with 12 female Druze elementary school teachers, all of whom taught in
Druze villages. The thematic analysis revealed that a transition between
tradition and modernity in the Druze socio-cultural group was the central
conceptual framework through which the teachers’ narratives regarding
CSA were framed.

Sigad, Laura I., Noah Bar Gosen, Limor Golan, Efrat Lusky-Weisrose, Jordan
Shaibe, Dafna Tener, Tamara E. Moshon-Cohen, and Daniel Roe. ““A
kindergarten teacher must have 100 eyes and 100 ears! : Kindergarten
teachers’ experiences coping with child sexual abuse and problematic
sexual behavior.” Child Abuse & Negleet 151, no. 106713 (2024): 1-14.
https://doi.otg/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.106713

This study examines kindergarten teachers’ experiences in Israel with
the child sexual abuse (CSA) and problematic sexual behavior (PSB) of
their students. The authors conducted semi-structured interviews with
31 teachers: 11 secular Jewish, 7 religious Jewish, 9 Druze Arab, and 4
Muslim Arab. The subsequent qualitative analysis revealed three themes
illustrating teachers’ professional transformations in their knowledge of
these phenomena: initial shock, implementation of prevention and inter-
vention strategies, and the embrace of a social role to disseminate CSA

and PSB knowledge.

Tal, Nimrod. “The teaching of traumatic narratives: out-of-the-classroom engage-
2”5

ment with non-canonical ‘chosen traumas.” History Education Research
Journal 21, no. 1 (2024): 1-21. https://doi.org/10.14324/HER].21.1.11

This article examines how out-of-classroom learning experiences influ-
ence the teaching of history during turbulent times, focusing on the Is-
raeli Druze community. It uses qualitative analysis of reflection sheets
and teaching materials from students in 2024 who visited sites of his-
torical trauma in Israel, highlighting how recent personal and collective

traumas shape historical consciousness and pedagogy.
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3. Family Dynamics

Barakat, Ebtesam. “Changing the division of household work in conservative and
minority context: The case of Arab-Druze women in Israel.”” International
Journal of Sociology 54, no. 3 (2024): 198-220. https://doi.org/10.1080/0
0207659.2024.2342645

This article explores how Druze women working in nontraditional fields
influence gender role dynamics within their families. Based on 24 inter-
views with educated Druze women in high-profile professions, it reveals
diverse gender patterns—ranging from egalitarian roles to traditional
sacrifices—highlighting the impact of women’s employment on family

gender roles in Druze communities in Israel.

Deeb, Lara. Love Across Difference: Mixed Marriage in I ebanon. Stanford University
Press, 2024.

The book examines how mixed-religious couples in Lebanon challenge
social divisions like patriarchy and sectarianism, highlighting the potential
of love to reduce sectarian power. Drawing on two decades of inter-
views and research, it recounts personal stories, including those involving
Druze partners and communities. The book offers valuable insights into

social change and interreligious relationships.

El Hakim, Ghada Osmat, and Rania Mohamad Mansour. “Managing marital dis-
putes in Lebanese religious courts from a social work perspective: A
study on the importance of family mediation offices in Lebanese Druze
religious courts as a model.” Edelweiss Applied Science and Technology 8, no. 6
(2024a): 6040-6050. https://doi.org/10.55214/25768484.v8i6.3319

This article examines how the Druze community’s religious courts in
Lebanon handle marital conflicts, highlighting their methods of conflict
resolution. Using a phenomenological approach with field interviews of
social workers, judges, and couples, the study reveals that mediation plays
a key role in reaching settlements. However, emotional and informational

challenges can hinder its effectiveness.
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El Hakim, Ghada Osmat, and Rania Mohamad Mansour. “The role of social work
in managing family disputes in Druze sectarian courts in Lebanon: Reali-
ty and challenges.” Edelweiss Applied Science and Technology 8, no. 6 (2024b):
7813-7824. https:/ /doi.org/10.55214/25768484.v8i6.3709

This study highlights the vital role of the specialized “Family Office”
within the Druze sect’s religious courts in Lebanon in resolving fami-
ly and marital disputes. Using field interviews with judges, lawyers, and
affected individuals, it offers insights into the Office’s effectiveness and

proposes strategies for improvement.

Eseed, Rana, Iris Zadok, and Mona Khoury. “Religion, Religiosity and Parent-
ing Practices: An Examination of Jewish, Muslim, Christian and Druze
Mothers in Israel.” The British Journal of Social Work 54, no. 4 (2024):
1477-1494. https://doi.org/10.1093/bjsw/bcad175

This study investigates how religion and religiosity in Israel influence ma-
ternal use of psychological control and punitive discipline among Israe-
li mothers from different ethnonational groups, including Jews, Arabs,
Christians, Muslims, and Druze. It uses a survey of 502 mothers who
completed an online self-report questionnaire. The findings are relevant
to Druze people as they shed light on how religious beliefs may impact

parenting practices within their community.

Hachem, Talal, and Bechara Karam. “Personal Status in Lebanon Versus Optional
Civil Martiage.” Arab Law Quarterly 1, no. 1 (2024): 1-37. https://doi.
org/10.1163/15730255_bja10161

This article examines the absence of a civil marriage law in Lebanon,
focusing on the 1998 project proposed by President Hrawi. It analyzes
the reasons behind legislative failures and emphasizes that legal solutions
alone are insufficient, calling for governance-level actions, with particular

attention to the Druze community’s personal status code.
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Sabik, Asala, Shifaa Hamd, Khetam Asakli Faris, and Ayelet Gur. “The power of
faith in Israeli Druze parents of children with disabilities across the lifes-
pan.” Journal of Religion & Spirituality in Social Work: Social Thought 43, no. 3
(2024): 330-347. https://doi.org/10.1080/15426432.2024.2350373

This article explores the experiences of Druze parents in Israel raising
children with disabilities, highlighting cultural and faith-based influences.
Using in-depth interviews with 21 parents and thematic analysis, it identi-

fies key challenges, faith narratives, and the empowering role of religion.
4. History

Abadi, Jacob. “Minorities, Bedouin tribes, and the challenge of integration.” In Be-
tween Arabia and the Holy Land: Jordan Throughout the Ages, 170-203. Taylor
& Francis, 2024.

This chapter investigates Jordan’s relationship with minority communities,
especially Bedouins, from the latter half of the 19th century through the
20th century. The author employs both primary and secondary accounts
of these dealings to show how the Jordanian government ultimately, at
least partially, integrated its minority and peripheral communities into
Jordanian society. The chapter is relevant to the Druze by touching on
occasional interactions between the Bedouin and Druze communities in

Hawran, along the border between modern-day Syria and Jordan.

Abou Jaoude, Tarek. “The Desires of the People: Post-war nationalism in 1919
Lebanon.” The Journal of the Middle East and Africa 15, no. 4 (2024): 397—
426. https://doi.org/10.1080/21520844.2024.2408819

The article aims to reexamine the situation in the former Ottoman
territories that became modern Lebanon and to assess the nationalist
aspirations expressed by its people. The author, therefore, investigates
the “1919 Inter-Allied Commission on Mandates in Turkey” (the King-
Crane Commission) and the complementary writings of its members to
shed further light on the Lebanese popular will after World War 1. In its
discussion and conclusions, the article covers Druze interaction with and

views on the Commission.
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Abu-Husayn, Abdul-Rahim. “The Lebanese Junblats and the Canbolads: A Case
of Mistaken Identity.”” In Syrian-Kurdish Intersections in the Ottoman Period,
128-136. University of Toronto Press, 2024.

This chapter scrutinizes the Junblat (Jumblatt) family’s origin and rise to
leadership paramountcy among the Druze in Lebanon. The author uses
historical literature, along with more contemporary evidence, to examine
the circumstances that gave rise to the Junblat family’s stature and to

challenge the commonly accepted account of those origins.

Bahnasy, Alaa. “The Consequences of Civil-Military Relations on Civil Wars in the
Middle East.” Master’s thesis, The American University in Cairo (Egypt),
2024. https://fount.aucegypt.edu/etds/2195

This thesis examines the factors contributing to the occurrence of civil
wars in some Arab countries following uprisings, but not in others. It
investigates their causes and components by reviewing prior literature on
the subject. The thesis includes a discussion of Druze integration into
the Syrian army.

Beinin, Joel. “Egyptian Popular Culture in Late Ottoman and Mandate Palestine.”
Palestine/ Israel Review 1, no. 1 (2024): 113-140. https://doi.org/10.5325/
pir.1.1.0005

This historical study investigates the “colloquial mass culture” that
emerged in Cairo in the late Ottoman and British Mandate periods, with
particular focus on Palestine. Using primary and secondary historical
sources, the article concludes that shared attendance of the “colloquial
mass culture” by both Arabs and Jews was not an indicator of Arab—
Jewish coexistence but rather a phenomenon in which spectators read
themselves into the meanings of the work of artists. The article discusses
members of the Syrian Druze al-Atrash family, several of whom played a

role in the emergence of “colloquial mass culture” in the region.
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Bou Nassif, Hicham. “The Lubrani Connection: Revisiting Israeli-Druze Relations
in Lebanon’s 1983 War of the Mountain.” The Journal of the Middle East
and Africa 15, no. 2 (2024): 119-149. https://doi.org/10.1080/2152084
4.2024.2340379

This article ponders Israeli-Druze relations during Lebanon’s 1983 War
of the Mountain in light of declassified sources about the Robert C.
McFarlane mission in Lebanon. Using primary diplomatic sources, the
article examines the relationship between Walid Jumblatt, the leader of
the Lebanese Druze community, and Israel, as well as the ties developed
between the Menachem Begin administration and Israel. The author
therefore fleshes out the dynamics of Israel’s discrete relations with Leb-
anon’s Druze community and their implications on the trajectory of the
Lebanese conflict.

Buzpnar, §. Tufan. “Ottoman Policy Toward the Druzes of Syria (Hawran)
During the Early Years of Abdulhamid II 1878-1881.” In In the Steps of
the Sultan, 131-160. American University of Beirut Press, 2024.

This chapter scrutinizes the Ottoman policy toward the Druzes of Haw-
ran in the early years of Abdulhamid II (1876-1909) by using Ottoman
and British archival sources. The study examines in detail three incidents
involving the Druzes that the Ottoman authorities dealt with during the
periods of three distinguished governors-general of Syria after the Rus-
so-Ottoman War of 1877-1878, namely Cevdet Pasha, Midhat Pasha,
and Ahmed Hamdi Pasha. The article argues that Ottoman policy during
the period under study was reconciliation and negotiation rather than

coercion.

Chamseddine, Abdul Rahman M., Yusti Hazran, Akram Khater, Tuba Yildiz, and
Said Abou Zaki. “The Office of Shaykh al-‘Aql of the Druze in Leba-
non: Book Forum.” Druzge Studies Journal 1, no. 1 (2024): 1-20. https://
journals.ku.edu/druze/article/view /22847

This book forum centers on Said Abou Zaki’s Arabic book, The Office
of Shaykh al-Agl of the Druze in Lebanon. 1t includes contributions from
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scholars Tuba Yildiz, Yusti Hazran, Akram Khater, and Abdul Rahman
M. Chamseddine, each offering a unique perspective on the historical and
institutional analysis of Druze religious leadership in Lebanon. The re-
viewers concluded that the book constitutes a significant contribution to
Druze Studies, especially in its histotiographical approach to improving
understanding of Shaykh al-‘Aql’s position amid political crises.

de Clerck, Dima. “The Lebanon War (1975-1990) between the Local and the
Global. Civil War or ‘Glocal’ War?” In The Cultural Menory of the 1ebanese
Civil War-Revisited, 17-36. Brill, 2024.

The chapter discusses the various designations of the Lebanese War
(1975-1990), arguing that it was not only a civil war but also a regional
and global war, which is why de Clerck advocates the term “glocal war.”
The author also demonstrates that it was a hybrid war, between an “old”
and “new” war, that continues to this day in the form of a tacit war
between political-religious parties and a war of memories. The chapter
focuses on relations between Druze and Christian populations in the

context of war, reconciliation, and memory.

Eilat, Omri. “Power and light, profit and loss: The establishment and operation
of the Damascus Electricity and Tramway Company, 1903-1914.” Middle
Eastern Studies 60, no. 3 (2024): 428-443. https://doi.org/10.1080/0026
3206.2023.2211942

This article addresses the shift of power that occurred in Ottoman Da-
mascus as a result of the establishment of its electricity and tramway
network, which started operating in 1907. Relying on bureaucratic prima-
ry-source documentation from the period, the article’s central argument
is that the Damascene elite families rationally refrained from taking on
the risk of establishing the Electricity Company, thereby paying the price
of losing control over power and light in the city. Much of the history re-
counted in this article concerns Muhammad al-Arslan, whom the author
suggests was possibly a Syrian Druze, though likely an eventual convert
to Islam.
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Giindogdu, Birol. “Ottoman Approach to Shia and Sunni State Officers of Syria
in the Examples of Fakhreddin Maanoglu and Ali Canpolad between
1570s and 1630s.” Cumburiyet Ilahiyat Dergisi 28, no. 3 (2024): 1124—1148.
https://doi.org/10.18505/cuid.1523072

This paper examines how sectarian polarization influenced Ottoman
governance in Syria between the 1570s and 1630s, focusing on two pro-
vincial governors of different sects: a Shi’i and a Sunni. Using a compar-
ative analysis of historical figures, it highlights the impact of sectarian dy-
namics, particularly through the case of Fakhreddin Maanoglu, a Druze
leader, and explores the Ottoman-Druze relations. This study deepens
the understanding of the Druze historical political relationships within
the Ottoman Empire.

Hill, Peter. Prophet of Reason: Science, Religion and the Origins of the Modern Middle East.
Simon and Schuster, 2024.

In this book, Hill explores the landscape of religious and secular be-
lief in the 19th-century Levant through the lens of Mikha’il Mishaqa, a
prominent historian and survivor of an 1860 massacre of Christians in
Damascus. Relying largely on primary source materials from the period,
the author explores the contours of budding secularism and religious
sectarianism during Mishaqa’s life. Throughout the book, the author dis-
cusses instances in which Mishaga’s path intersected with Druze elites,
particularly amid political tensions and skirmishes between Druze and

Maronite communities.

Kamali, Hatice. “Ottoman Frontier Expansion in Hawran.” Diydr 5, no. 1 (2024):
5-25. https://doi.org/10.5771/2625-9842-2024-1-5

This article examines the transformation of Hawran after its incorpo-
ration into Damascus province in 1864, focusing on Ottoman frontier
expansion and local trade patterns. Using historical archive sources and
analysis of trade alliances, it emphasizes how Hawran’s integration af-
fected regional social and economic relations, particularly among Druze

merchants.
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Provence, Michael. “Revisiting Hawran.” In In the Steps of the Sultan, 115-130.

Radwan,

American University of Beirut Press, 2024.

Provence uses this chapter to examine the historical and personal sig-
nificance of the Hawran region, underscoring its pivotal role in Druze
identity and resistance. Drawing from his research and travels, Provence
explains how this borderland served as a refuge and stronghold for the
Druze, particularly during the 1925 Great Syrian Revolt. He combines
historical analysis with personal experiences to illustrate how the Hawran
landscape represents a legacy of autonomy, defiance, and cultural mem-

ory for the Druze people of southern Syria.

Chad. “The role of historical knowledge among contemporary Druze
in Lebanon: Applying anthropology to preserve intangible cultural heri-
tage.” Middle Eastern Studies 61, no. 2 (2025): 303-318. https://doi.org/1
0.1080/00263206.2024.2406464

This work seeks to identify the connections among the Lebanese Druze
community’s social problems, including exogamy, apathy, poor relations
with other religious groups, and a self-described knowledge gap. The
article relies on interviews and an applied anthropological and political
economy approach to shed light on the role that knowledge of history
and dogma plays in shaping the Druze community’s identity politics. By
exploring the role of formal and informal cultural resources among the
Druze, this study offers new insights into how history shapes attachment

to ethnoreligious community identity.

Rodriguez Suarez, Alex. “The religious soundscape of Mount Lebanon in the 18th

and the first half of the 19th century.” British Journal of Middle Eastern
Studies 51, no. 5 (2024): 1129-1145. https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194
.2023.2209026

This article examines the use of church bells by the Christian communi-

ties of Mount Lebanon in the 18th and the first half of the 19th century,

particularly in the context of relations with the local Druze community.
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By analyzing accounts of the expansion of church bells during this pe-
riod, the author traces the process of that expansion and explores the
factors that enabled it. The results show that the religious soundscape of
Mount Lebanon was unique, differentiating the region from the rest of
the Ottoman Levant.

Rogan, Eugene. The Damascus Events: The 1860 Massacre and the Making of the Modern
Middle East. Basic Books, 2024.

Drawn from eyewitness accounts of the Damascus Events, Rogan tells
the story of how a peaceful multicultural city came to experience such
great sectarian violence. He also argues that the subsequent efforts to
rebuild Damascus proved successful, preserving peace for the next 150
years until 2011. While the book contains references to the Druze com-
munity throughout its pages, the fourth chapter contains the most exten-
sive discussion of the Druze when outlining an interaction between the
Druze and Amir ‘Abd al-Qadir while providing a detailed description of
the Druze political system of the 19th century.

Thompson, Elizabeth F. “An Imam, a Poet, and a Reporter Walked into a Music
Hall.” In In the Steps of the Sultan, 275—-292. American University of Beirut
Press, 2024.

This chapter discusses a meeting between Shakib Arslan, who was born
to a prominent Druze family in Mount Lebanon; Ahmad Shawqj, the
Egyptian “Prince of Poets”; Ahmad Zaki Pasha, an Egyptian scholar
known as the “Shaykh of Arabism”; Mohamed Ali Eltaher, a newspaper
publisher and activist from Nablus, Palestine; and Sayyid Rashid Rida,
publisher of the well-known Islamic magazine al-Manar. The author
draws on primary and secondary accounts of the meeting to demon-
strate how that day dramatized the fractures of the Arab world since the
fall of the Ottoman Empire a decade eatlier.

Yildiz, Tuba. “The Druze District Governor Nasib Beik Jumblatt and the Ot-

toman Policy in Mount Lebanon.” Druge Studies Journal 1, no. 1 (2024):
1-23. https://doi.org/10.17161/druze.2024.21816
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This study examines the Ottoman Empire’s policies in the Shouf region
during the 19th century, with a focus on prominent local figures. As the
Ottoman central government’s authority weakened in the 19th century,
the rivalry between the Jumblatts and Arslans, two long-standing families
in the region, intensified, and they sought to acquire the district gover-
norship of Shouf, where the Druze were densely populated, a crucial
step in perpetuating the influence of both families. For this reason, this
study examines the political maneuvers of the Arslan and Jumblatt fam-
ilies in order to control the district of Shouf, as well as the activities of

Nasib Jumblatt as district governor.
5. Language & Media

Abu Amrieh, Yousef. “When the past repeats itself: Narrating refugee children’s
stories in Rabih Alameddine’s The Wrong End of the Telescope.” Con-
temporary Levant 9, no. 1 (2024): 1-15. https://doi.org/10.1080/2058183
1.2024.2310439

This paper examines Rabih Alameddine—a Lebanese-American novelist
born in Amman, Jordan, to Lebanese Druze parents—and the authot’s
representations of the hardships refugee children face as they flee their
homelands. Specifically, the article employs a postcolonial perspective to
examine Alameddine’s The Wrong End of the Telescope (2021) and how
the novel links the contemporary refugee crisis to Europe’s colonial past.

Adinolfi, Simona. “Reconsidering Identity Formation Processes in Fictions of Mi-
gration: Narrative Subjectivity in Rabih Alameddine’s I, the Divine.” In
Mobility, Agency, Kinship: Representations of Migration Beyond V ictimthood, 33—
55. Springer Nature Switzetrland, 2024. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-
031-60754-7_2

This chapter examines how narrative plays a crucial role in shaping the
identity of migrants, particularly through the concept of “narrative sub-
jectivity” in contemporary migration novels like Rabih Alameddine’s I,
the Divine. By analyzing Alameddine’s character Sarah, a Lebanese Druze
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migrant, the chapter highlights the importance of storytelling in under-
standing diaspora experiences.

Hazran, Yusri, Marianne A. Reed, Birgit Schabler, Hussam S. Timani, and Rami
Zeedan. “The Status of Druze Studies and Launching the Druze Studies
Journal (DS]).” Druze Studies Journal 1, no. 1(2024): 1-28. https://doi.
org/10.17161/druze.2024.22602

This essay discusses the evolution of Druze studies and the inaugura-
tion of the Druze Studies Journal (DSJ), as well as encapsulating dis-
cussions from the “2023 Bilingual Interdisciplinary Virtual Symposium:
Druze Studies: Past, Present, and Future.” Contributions range from
digital publishing innovations to critical reevaluations of Druze Studies’
scope and methodologies. This collective effort intends to emphasize
the importance of DSJ as a medium for fostering academic dialogue,
broadening Druze Studies’ reach, and promoting a deeper, more inclu-
sive understanding of the Druze community’s historical and contempo-

rary contexts.

Johnson, Chatles, and Rami Zeedan. “Bibliography of Periodical Literature on the
Druze in 2023.” Druge Studies Journal 1, no. 1 (2024): 1-29. https://doi.
org/10.17161/druze.2024.22381

This article reviews peer-reviewed publications from 2023 on Druze
Studies, highlighting emerging trends, gaps, and regional focuses. It un-
derscores the prominence of scholarship on Israeli Druze across various
fields, despite their small share of the population. The review identifies

gaps such as in education and religious studies, which are less explored.

Kheir, Eve Afifa. “Religious Unification, Regional Divergence: Exploring Multi-
faceted Linguistic Practices and Identities among the Israeli Druze and
the Druze Community in the Golan Heights.” Druge Studies Journal 1, no.
1 (2024): 1-39. https://doi.otg/10.17161/druze.2024.21445

This article examines how political debates influence the collective

identities and linguistic variations of Druze communities in the Golan
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Heights and Israel, highlighting their “sandwiched” positions between
conflicting nationalisms. Using interviews and field research, it explores
debates on the Israeli Nation State law and secret negotiations involving
the Golan Heights.

Miles, William ES. “°’Almost a mother tongue’: National identity and Hebrew lan-
guage acquisition among Druze schoolchildren.” Journal of Iangunage and
Polities (2024): 1-22. https://doi.org/10.1075/jlp.22200.mil®

This article explores how Israeli Druze learn Hebrew and how this af-
fects their identity within Israeli society. Based on research involving a
full semester of daily Hebrew classes and multiple visits to a Druze vil-
lage, the study highlights the roles of the IDF, formal education, and the
media in shaping bilingualism. The findings show how language acquisi-

tion influences the Druze cultural integration and identity.

Paci, Giacomo. “Inas Halabi’s We No Longer Prefer Mountains (2022). Creating
an Artistic Counternarrative within the Druze Community in Israel/Pal-
estine through Oral History and Fukeiron Methodologies.” Cinéma &
Cie. Filp and Media Studies Jonrnal 24, no. 42 (2024): 53—66. https://doi.
org/10.54103/2036-461X/21895

This article examines the research methods behind Inas Halabi’s film Ve
No Longer Prefer Mountains (2022), which offers a counter-narrative on
Druze identity and political issues in Israel. It highlights the use of oral
history and landscape filming (fukeiron) to explore Druze resistance and
colonial symbols, emphasizing the artist’s role in contributing to decolo-

nial and militant research relevant to the Druze community.

Shomron, Baruch. “Media representations and capabilities: An intergroup analysis
of Muslim Arabs, Bedouin, Druze, and Christian Arabs.” Mass Communi-
cation and Society 27, no. 1 (2024): 75-100. https://doi.otg/10.1080/1520
5436.2023.2243253

> This article has since been issued in journal of Language and Politics with the following citation:
Miles, William ES. "'Almost a mother tongue' National identity and Hebrew language acquisition
among Druze schoolchildren in Israel, Journal of Language and Politics." Journal of

Language and Politics 24, no. 4 (2025): 570-592. https://doi.org/10.1075/jlp.22200.mil
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This article analyzes how Israeli media represent the four Palestinian-Is-
raeli subgroups, including the Druze, using a quantitative content analysis
of 1,722 interviews. It highlights that each group’ portrayal reflects their
unique circumstances and relationship with the Jewish-majority society,
emphasizing the importance of fair media representation. This research
sheds light on their media portrayal and can inform efforts to improve
their visibility and understanding in society.

6. Politics

Aboultaif, Eduardo Wassim. “Resistance Among the Druze: The Golan Heights
and Civil Resistance to Israel.” Contemporary Arab Affairs 17, no. 1 (2024):
73-93. https://doi.org/10.1163/17550920-bja00030

This article aims to study the types and methods of resistance that the
Syrian Druze community in the Golan Heights has utilized in rejecting
Israeli occupation. This paper analyzes three forms of civil resistance
in the Golan Heights: political and identity-based, socio-economic, and
environmental. The paper links these types of civil resistance to Gene

Sharp’s pragmatic approach to civil resistance and disobedience.

Akirav, Osnat. Parliamentary Representation of Political Minorities. Palgrave Macmillan,
2024. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-53250-4

This book analyzes patliamentary speeches by Arab representatives in
the Israeli Knesset over the past 70 years to explore the political repre-
sentation of minorities, focusing on intersectional identities such as gen-
der, religion, and nationality. It introduces a new theoretical framework
to understand intersectional representation in multinational contexts bet-
ter. Specifically, it examines the Druze community in Israel, their political
participation, and their representation in the Knesset, highlighting the

community’s unique identity and level of political engagement.

Amara, Muhammad. “Identity Labels of Palestinians in Israel: Navigating the
Complexities of Israelization.” Ak-Qasemi Journal of Islamic Studies 8, no.
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2 (2024): 29-58. https://ojs.qsm.ac.il/index.php/ISJournal/article/
view/934

This article examines the identities of Palestinian Arabs in Israel and
their relationship to socio-political factors such as ethnicity, religion,
and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It explores how Isracli and Palestin-
ian designations serve as symbols of identity, with a brief discussion on
the Druze community’s self-identification and related data. The analysis
highlights the significance of these identity labels for Druze individuals

navigating complex socio-political landscapes.

Braverman, Irus. “Frontier ecologies: Israels settler colonialism in the Jaw-
lan-Golan.” Political Geggraphy 111, no. 103073 (2024): 1-13. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.polge0.2024.103073

Drawing on in-depth interviews and field observations, this article traces
Israel’s ecological frontier. Specifically, the article chronicles five strat-
egies for nature-related frontier-making deployed by Israel in the Go-
lan Heights over the last six decades. The article discusses the Druze
community’s relationship with the Golan Heights’ environment and with
Israel.

El Baba, Judy. “Roots of Lebanon’s Sectarian Politics: Colonial Legacies of the
French Mandate.” Politikon: The LAPSS Journal of Political Science 58, no. 1
(2024): 26-49. https://doi.org/10.22151 /politikon.58.2

Building on existing research on the Mandate’s legacies and the devel-
opment of sectarianism in Lebanon, the paper explores the roots of
Lebanon’s sectarian politics. This paper contends that the French Man-
date significantly contributed to the institutionalization of sectarianism
in post-colonial Lebanese politics and investigates its enduring impacts
on confessional governance. The article discusses Druze participation in
Lebanese sectarian politics.
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Eldar, Doron, and Gay Young, “The ‘nation-state law’ and non-Jews belonging in
Israel: Druze loyalty, citizenship and positionality in the Jewish state.” Na-
tions and Nationalism 30, no. 4 (2024): 666—682. https://doi.org/10.1111/
nana.13006

This paper explores how the Druze community in Israel perceives and
constructs its sense of belonging within the context of the Nation-State
Law. Using 18 semi-structured interviews, it reveals their efforts to shape
their place within the Jewish nationalist project and suggests that Druze
might pursue a unique intersectional political identity. This research is
relevant to the Druze people, as it highlights their strategies for securing
a sense of belonging and navigating national identity.

Halabi, Rabah. “The Druze in the army: A (very) limited entrance ticket to Israeli
(Jewish) society.” Kulturni studia 23, no. 2 (2024): 66-89. https://dx.doi.
org/10.7160/KS.2024.230204

This article examines how military service influences the identity and
societal integration of the Druze community in Israel, highlighting the
contradictions between their national obligations and ongoing discrim-
ination. Using semi-structured interviews, it reveals that while service
fosters a sense of Israeli identity among Druze youth, it does not trans-
late into equal rights or full citizenship, leaving their marginalized status

unresolved.

Halabi, Slieman, Yechiel Klar, Katja Hanke and Thomas Kessler. “In-between
group membership within intergroup conflicts: The case of Druze in Is-
rael.” British Journal of Social Psychology 63, no. 4 2024: 1899—1921. https://
doi.org/10.1111/bjs0.12760

This paper explores how members of in-between groups, such as the
Druze in Israel, navigate their complex social identities, especially during
intergroup conflicts. Through three survey studies involving Druze in-
dividuals, the research examines their identification patterns, attitudes

toward conflict narratives, and solidarity actions.

160



JOHNSON, PEPER, & ZEEDAN DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

Hale, David. 2024. American Diplomacy Toward 1 ebanon: 1essons in Foreign Policy and
the Middle East. 1.B. Tauris, 2024.

This book analyzes American diplomacy toward Lebanon from 1943 to
the present, focusing on key events such as the Lebanese Civil War and
the spillover from the Syrian Civil War, and evaluates the effectiveness of
US foreign policy strategies. It employs historical analysis of diplomatic
episodes to examine the impact of US decisions on Lebanon’s diverse
communities, including the Druze. This work is particularly relevant to
the Druze people, as it highlights their involvement in Middle Eastern
diplomacy and the broader implications for their community.

Jadaoun, Hicham. “Social Accountability in Lebanon: Collaboration Rath-
er Than Confrontation in Times of Crisis.” In Social Acconntability Ini-
tiatives in Morocco, Tunisia, and 1.ebanon: Civic Innovation in the Arab World
After (2011), 139-168. Springer Nature Switzetland, 2024. https://doi.
org/10.1007/978-3-031-51322-0_5

This chapter brings a case study of a social accountability (SA) initia-
tive in Lebanon, focusing on the relationship between community-based
committees and municipalities. The piece finds that during the multifac-
eted crisis in Lebanon, citizens’ expectations of municipalities and their
roles are shifting towards responding to basic needs, based on an analysis
of several Lebanese towns in its investigation of social accountability
and the relationship between community-based committees and munici-
palities, including the Druze towns of Baagline and Baysour.

Khneisser, Mona. “The Political Economy of Failure’ in The World Bank-fund-
ed Bisti Dam in Lebanon.” Development and Change 55, no. 3 (2024):
351-374. https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12838

Examining the popular contestation surrounding the Bisri Dam in Leb-
anon, this article offers a socio-ecological material lens on post-colonial
state building and the political economy of infrastructural failure. Rather
than perceiving failures as aberrations, the author argues that they are

constitutive of high-modernist infrastructural development, its liberal
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prescriptive techno-political models, and the speculative logics of endless
ruination. The article also pays special attention to competing modalities
of power, discussing the political influence of Walid Jumblatt, the Druze
leader of the Progressive Socialist Party (PSP).

Lee, Sean. “How Bashar al-Asad Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the “War
on Terror.” International Studies Quarterly 68, no. sqae066 (2024): 1-13.
https://doi.otg/10.1093 /isq/sqac066

This article explores how Syrian government rhetoric on “terrorism” has
shifted from portraying it as a Western or Israeli tactic used to delegiti-
mize Palestinian and Lebanese resistance to adopting a “war on terror”
discourse to justify counterinsurgency during the ongoing Syrian con-
flict. It analyzes regime-controlled newspaper archives, speeches, and
interviews with President Bashar al-Assad over two decades to examine
the influence of ethno-sectarian identities on this rhetorical shift, with
particular reference to the 2000 Druze uprising.

Mahajne, Ibrahim. “Minority group local government mayors and their relations
with welfare bureau social workers.” Infernational Social Work 67, no. 2
(2024): 530-543. https://doi.org/10.1177/00208728221150899

This article examines critiques of mayors from various Arab localities in
Israel regarding welfare bureaus, highlighting concerns about the neglect
of cultural and demographic needs. It uses in-depth semi-structured in-
terviews with 19 mayors to explore these issues. The findings are relevant
to Druze communities, as they shed light on potential challenges in wel-

fare services and policy sensitivities that affect their societal needs.

Miaari, Sami H., Amit Loewenthal, and Wifag Adnan. “Socioeconomic margin-
alization and political preferences: Evidence from Palestinian Arabs in
Istael” Acta Politica (2024): 1-22. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41269-024-
00341-x°

¢ This article has since been issued in Acta Politica with the following citation:

Miaari, Sami H., Amit Loewenthal, and Wifag Adnan. "Socioeconomic marginalization and political
preferences: Evidence from Palestinian Arabs in Israel." Acta Politica 60, no. 1 (2025): 572-
593. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41269-024-00341-x
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This article analyzes the voting patterns of Arabs in Israel, focusing on
how socioeconomic factors and political events influence turnout and
party preference. Using panel data from 63 localities over seven election
years (1996-2015), it explores theories such as substantive representa-
tion, political exclusion, and instrumental voting, The findings, including
insights into Druze-majority localities, are relevant for understanding mi-
nority political behavior and informing policy decisions affecting Druze

communities.

Qaddour, Jomana. “Governing Diverse Societies and the Limits of Constitu-
tionalism in Syria.” Boston University International Law Journal 42, no. 2
(2024): 297-372. https:/ /heinonline.org/HOL/Prh=hein.journals/buil-
j42&i=311

This article analyzes how episodes of constitutional bargaining in Syria
have reinforced ethnic and sectarian divisions, impacting citizenship and
contributing to the 2011 uprising. It examines historical and recent con-
stitutional processes, including the author’s involvement in the UN-fa-
cilitated drafting, to highlight ongoing conflicts rooted in Syria’s diverse
communities, especially the Druze. The study underscores that liber-
al constitutionalism may not be suitable for achieving social harmony

among Syria’s diverse groups.

Saadi, Fatimah. “Navigating Gender and Sectarian Affiliation: An Analysis of Young
Voters’ Bias Against Female Politicians in Lebanon.” Po/itical Studies Review
23,n0.1 (2025): 333-351. https://doi.org/10.1177/14789299241261500

This article examines the impact of sectarianism on women’s elector-
al success in Lebanon, specifically analyzing how sectarian and gender
identities influence vote intention, with a focus on the Druze community.
Using a countrywide pre-clectoral survey, it explores the intersection of
gender norms and sectarian structures in post-conflict political systems.
The findings are relevant to Druze people by highlighting the dynam-
ics of intra-community support for female candidates, especially among

Druze women and men.

163



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PERIODICIAL LITERATURE ON THE DRUZE IN 2024

Stuster-Kim, John Dana. “Great Powers, Regional Powers, and the Balance of
Power in Conflict.” PhD diss., Yale University, 2024. https://clischolar.
library.yale.edu/gsas_dissertations/1460/

This dissertation develops a theory on when great powers cooperate with
or oppose regional powers, focusing on the influence of power distribu-
tion at systemic and regional levels. It uses a mixed-methods approach,
including quantitative analysis of conflicts in the Middle East and case
studies such as the North Yemen Civil War and the Second Intifada. The
work is relevant to the Druze community, as it examines power relations
in Syria and provides a framework for understanding their position with-

in regional and global politics.

Turkmen, Gilay. “Categorical astigmatism: On ethnicity, religion, nationality, and
class in the study of migrants in Europe.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 47, no.
9 (2024): 1834-1857. https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2024.2328326

This article addresses issues in the study of migrant minorities in Eu-
rope, focusing on how identity politics often conflate religion, ethnicity,
and nationality, which can misrepresent migrants’ self-identifications, and
overlooks intra-migrant class differences. Using interviews with Turkish
and Syrian migrants in Germany, it employs Bourdieu’s theory of classifi-
cation struggles and intersectionality to analyze these challenges, empha-
sizing the importance of a nuanced understanding of identity and class.
Relevance to Druze people is highlighted through a brief discussion of a

Druze interviewee’s perspective on identity in the diaspora.

Zeedan, Rami. “Social Identity and Voting Behavior in a Deeply Divided Soci-
ety: The Case of Istael.” Societies 14, no. 177 (2024a): 1-23. https://doi.
org/10.3390/s0c14090177

This paper investigates what best explains voting behavior in Israel’s
divided society, highlighting the prominent role of social affiliations like
race, ethnicity, and religion over socioeconomic factors. The 2020 election

data demonstrates that tribalism and social identity significantly influence
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voting patterns. As in other communities in Israel, the article shows how
kinship ties to specific candidates explain the Druze community’s voting
for parties such as Labor-Gesher-Meretz, Yisrael Beiteinu, and Blue and
White.

Zeedan, Rami. “The Druze Vote in Isracl: Between Ideology, Socioeconomic
Status, Kinship, and the Nation-State.” Democratization (2024b): 1-21.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2024.2414214

This article explores the factors influencing Druze voting behavior in Israel, high-
lighting the dominant role of kinship ties and community representation, based on
a comprehensive analysis of electoral data from 2003 to 2022. Its main contribu-
tion is identifying how community ties significantly shape political choices beyond

ideological and socioeconomic factors.
7. Religion & Faith

Al-Majali, Mohammad, and Bushra Musa al-Aqtash. “The Quranic Inferences
of Druze” Jurnal Usuluddin 52, no. 2 (2024): 159-182. https://doi.
org/10.22452 /usuluddin.vol52n02.7

This paper discusses the Druze approach to the Qut’an, their esoteric
interpretations and inferences, and the effects of these interpretations on
their thoughts and beliefs. The authors followed descriptive, analytical,
and critical approaches. The paper concludes that the Druze have certain
distinguishing interpretations of the Qur’an, sometimes in direct conflict

with other mainstream interpretations.

El-Eid, Natalie. “Transnational Druze and Reincarnation: Remembering, Record-
ing, and Reconnecting”” PhD diss., Syracuse University, 2024. https://
surface.syr.edu/etd/2008/

This doctoral dissertation examines transnational Druze communities in

7 This article has since been issued in Democratization with the following citation:

Zeedan, Rami. "The Druze Vote in Israel: Between Ideology, Socioeconomic Status, Kinship, and the
Nation-State." Democratization 32, no. 3 (2025): 738-758. https://doi.org/10.1080/1351
0347.2024.2414214
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the US. and Lebanon, focusing on their belief in reincarnation, and en-
gages with transnational, Arab American, memory, trauma, and gender
studies of the US. and the Global South. Analyzing textualizations of
Arab identities, cultures, and experiences across racial and ethnic frame-
works, El-Fid introduces “Druze afterlives” to explore how empire, war,
trauma, memory, and gender intersect within and across Arab borders,
bodies, and stories. The aim is to expand understanding of Arab and
transnational identities and to emphasize the significance of Druze and
reincarnation across multiple fields.

Ibraheem, Aamer. “Reincarnated: Common Sense and the Poetics of Elsewhere.”
In Producing Palestine: The Creative Production of Palestine Through Contenpo-
rary Media, 95-106. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2024.

This chapter explores the fluidity of national identities and the con-
cept of homeland through the lens of a Syrian martyr from the Golan
Heights, challenging traditional boundaries of Palestine and Syria. It em-
ploys scene analysis and reflections on life and martyrdom in the Golan,
focusing on the Druze community and its religious beliefs. The insights
are particularly relevant to Druze people, highlighting their unique cul-

tural and religious identity amid regional conflicts.

Kheir, Sawsan, and Marcus Moberg. “Internet and social media use and religion
among minority groups in Israel: A case study of Muslim and Druze
young adults.” In Digital Media, Young Adults and Religion, 84—101. Rout-
ledge, 2020.

This chapter examines the role of the Internet and social media among
Muslim and Druze young adults in Israel, emphasizing how these digital
spaces impact their religious identities and sense of connection. Using
survey data and in-depth interviews, it offers insights into the intersec-
tion of technology and religion within these communities. This research
is important to Druze people because it highlights the digital factors that

shape their communal and religious experiences.
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Montenegro, Silvia. “Mixing Ethnicity, Pan-Islamism, Sectarian Dimensions, and
Transnational Networks: One Century of Muslim Presence in Argenti-
na.” International Journal of Latin American Religions 8, no. 1 (2024): 123—
144. https://doi.org/10.1007 /s41603-023-00208-7

This article examines the diversity of Islam in Argentina over the last
century, focusing on the differentiation between various Muslim com-
munity projects and their connections to ethnicity, sectarianism, and
transnationalism. Using fieldwork, interviews, and analysis of documen-
tary sources, it explores how identities among Muslim groups, including

Druze and ‘Alawi communities, have evolved.

Natoor, Maha, Sevruk, Dmitry, Kreinath, Jens, and Gebhard Fartacek. “Reincar-
nation and Identity: A Multidisciplinary Exploration of Druze Narra-
tives: Book Forum.” Druge Studies Journal 1, no. 1 (2024): 1-16. https://
doi.org/10.17161/druze.2024.22406

This book forum centers on Gebhard Fartacek’s edited book, Druze Re-
incarnation Narratives: Previous 1ife Memories, Disconrses, and the Construction
of Identities. It includes contributions from scholars Maha Natoor, Dmitry
Sevruk, and Jens Kreinath. The forum offers an interdisciplinary exam-
ination of Druze beliefs in reincarnation and the phenomenon of Nutq,
highlighting how these shape Druze social identities and community co-
hesion. The forum highlights the book’s strengths in its ethnographic
insights, analysis of religious narratives, and exploration of the resilience
of Druze religious identity. The forum also points to the book’s focus on

broader social, cultural, and political contexts.

Pinto, Paulo G. “Migrant Souls: Reincarnation, Religious Authority and the Trans-
formations of Druze Identity in Minas Gerais, Brazil.” Anthropology of
the Middle East 19, no. 1 (2024): 125-140. https://doi.org/10.3167/
ame.2024.190108

This article explores the transformation of religious identity among the

Druze community in Minas Gerais, Brazil, highlighting how religious
authorities and beliefs in reincarnation facilitated continuity amidst the
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decline of Islamic ties. A qualitative analysis of community practices and
beliefs reveals how Druze identity has been maintained or reconstructed

within a predominantly Catholic and Spiritist context.

Walker, Paul E. “The Birth of New Messianic and Prophetic Movements under
the Fatimids.” In Relgious and Intellectual Diversity in the Islamicate World and
Beyond 1olume I: Essays in Honor of Sarah Stroumsa, 38—49. Brill, 2024.

This article provides a catalog and analysis of various movements within
the Fatimid realm, focusing on their origins, circumstances, and author-
ities’ reactions, with the Druze serving as a key example of a messian-
ic-prophetic movement that emerged under the Fatimids. It primarily
relies on historical sources, despite the limited data available, to present a

comprehensive overview.
8. Socioeconomics

Dybwad, Ashild Ingela. “Syrian Venezuelan Onward Migrants in Iceland-Transna-
tional Experiences & Identities.” Master’s thesis, University of Iceland,
2024. https://skemman.is/handle/1946/485107locale=en

This mastet’s thesis explores the migration experiences of Syrian-Vene-
zuelan families, highlighting their evolving identities amid diaspora life.
Using participant observation and open-ended interviews, it traces his-
torical and contemporary migration patterns from Syria to Venezuela
and then to Iceland. The research sheds light on their unique cultural and

social challenges in new environments.

Factor, Roni, and Yoav Mchozay. “Legitimacy and Deeply Embedded Core Not-
mative Values in Different Social Groups.” Criminal Justice and Bebavior 52,
no. 1 (2025): 23—41. https://doi.org/10.1177/00938548241286802

This article examines the relationship between values and legitimacy
in Israel’s diverse society, highlighting significant differences among
groups such as Druze, Jews, and Muslims. Using a survey of over 1,600

Israelis, the study explores how core normative values vary and influence
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perceptions of legitimacy across these communities. The article sheds
light on the Druze’s unique position within Israeli society and how their

values interact with broader dynamics of legitimacy.

Ghadban, Socrat, Maya Shames, and Andrea Pieroni. “Edible Wild Plants Econo-
my and Food Heritage Amid Lebanon’s Crisis: The Druze Community.”
Food Systems/ Systémes Alimentaires 9, no. 1 (2024): 177-204. https://doi.
org/10.48611/isbn.978-2-406-17650-3.p.0177

This article investigates the socio-cultural and economic significance of
Edible Wild Plants (EWPs) within the Druze community in Lebanon,
highlighting how perceptions and consumption patterns have changed
during recent crises. Using qualitative ethnography and semi-structured
interviews, the study explores collection practices, dietary integration,
and community attachment to EWPs. It is particulatly relevant for un-
derstanding traditional nutritional habits and sustainability issues among
the Druze.

Kheir, Nasr, and Boris A. Portnov. “Land market segmentation along ethnic lines:
Four urban localities in Israel as a case study.” Land Use Policy 136, no.
106963 (2024): 1-10. https:/ /doi.otg/10.1016/j.landusepol.2023.106963

This study investigates land price variations in Israeli towns with differ-
ent ethnic populations, highlighting notable disparities between Jewish
and other communities. Transaction data from the Israel Tax Authority
from 2000 to 2016 show that land prices are higher in predominantly
Jewish areas like Afula, while Arab and Druze communities tend to have

lower prices, due to informal land deals and unregulated property rights.

Mahajne, Ibrahim, and Nuzha Allassad Alhuzail. “The struggles of Arab social
workers in Israel: professional success among minority group social work-
ers.” Journal of Ethnic & Cultural Diversity in Social Work 11, no. 1320611
(2024): 1-12. https://doi.org/10.1080/15313204.2024.2335902
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This article examines the professional success of minority-group social
workers, focusing on Arab and Druze communities in Israel, and highlights
the decline in recognition of success within formal institutions. Through
interviews with 21 Arab welfare bureau managers, this study explores the
motivations behind intervention projects, including cost considerations
and covert challenges to the establishment. This study provides insights
into the Druze social workers’ experiences and the factors influencing
their professional achievements.

Maugendre, Axel, and William Gasparini. “Trajectories and figurations: An analysis
of sports elite in Lebanon.” International Review for the Sociology of Sport 60,
no. 2 (2025): 189-211. https://doi.org/10.1177/10126902241265621

This article examines the career paths of elite athletes in Lebanon’s foot-
ball, basketball, and volleyball, highlighting the influence of religious, po-
litical, and social factors, particularly among Druze, Shiite, and Armenian
communities. Using a combination of interviews, academic literature,
and official documents, it reveals how sports actors navigate Lebanon’s
complex social landscape across generations. This research is relevant to
Druze people as it sheds light on how their community’s athletes expe-

rience and adapt within Lebanon’s evolving sports and social systems.

Natoor, Maha, Hoda Zarka, and Avihu Shoshana. “Child placement in the com-
munity: Socio-religious challenges for Druze social workers in Isra-
el Child & Family Social Work 29, no. 1 (2024): 217-228. https://doi.
org/10.1111/¢£s.13066

This article examines the experiences of 15 Druze social workers in Is-
rael regarding out-of-home placement of Druze children, highlighting
the challenges they face in balancing professional duties with socio-reli-
gious values. Interviews reveal how community characteristics influence
intervention practices and the importance of culturally competent social

work.
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Siegel, Dina. “Arab Criminal Clans in the Center and North of Israel.” In The Israeli
Mafia: A Cultural Journey into Israeli Organized Crime, 103—145. Springer
Nature Switzerland, 2024.

This chapter is about Arab criminal organizations that became leading
actors in the Israeli underworld in the 2020s and presents empirical cases
of several criminal families in villages in the Galilee, Jaffa, and the Trian-
gle area. It goes on to analyze differences and similarities in criminal ac-
tivities and structures, as well as the complex relationship between Israeli
Arabs and the state. The chapter discusses Druze relationships with and

participation in criminal networks in northern Israel.
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The Israeli-Arab conflict has been widely studied, yet The Untold Story of the
Golan Heights, edited by Muna Dajani, Munir Fakher Eldin, and Michael Mason,
offers a vital perspective on the often-overlooked Jawlani community. Examining
the Druze experience under Israeli occupation, the book contributes to Middle
East Studies, Druze studies, and settler colonialism by exploring colonial dispos-
session, cultural resilience, youth mobilization, and the role of art and ecology in
resistance. Centered on the “politics of lifeworld colonization,” it highlights how
settler colonialism shapes daily life and indigenous agency. By amplifying Jawlani
voices, the editors construct an alternative historical narrative, making this work a
significant addition to the field. This review critically assesses its strengths, limita-
tions, and broader implications.

The book’s central thesis examines the experiences of the Jawlanis under Is-
raeli occupation since the 1967 War, focusing on their resistance to Israeli policies,
efforts to maintain their Syrian Arab identity, and resilience in preserving their
cultural heritage. It explores the complex relationship between the Jawlanis and
the Israeli state, which has sought to normalize its control over the Golan Heights
while facing continuous resistance from its indigenous inhabitants. The editors
aim to provide an “untold story” that challenges the dominant Israeli narrative,
often marginalizing or erasing Jawlani perspectives. By presenting a collection of
essays, reflections, and poems from Jawlani scholars, activists, and artists, the book
offers a nuanced and multifaceted understanding of their lived experiences, com-
pelling readers to reconsider mainstream discourse and the conflict’s human cost.

At the same time, the book is also a groundbreaking contribution to Arab
Druze studies. The book shifts the focus from broad geopolitical analyses to the
everyday realities of the Jawlani Druze, emphasizing their cultural identity, polit-
ical agency, and resistance under occupation. The authors explore crucial themes
such as cultural resilience, identity negotiation, and settler colonialism through
an interdisciplinary and collaborative approach. The book is structured around
key themes, including everyday colonization, artistic and cultural expression, and
political ecology, providing a comprehensive examination of how the Druze nav-
igate the pressures of Israeli annexation while maintaining their Syrian national
identity. By foregrounding Jawlani voices, the editors effectively counter prevailing
stereotypes and misconceptions, illustrating the intricate interplay of politics, faith,
and identity. Including diverse perspectives through essays, reflections, and poetry
enriches the book, offering a profound and humanized account of Jawlani Druze’s

struggles, aspirations, and steadfast resistance.

173



THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE GOLAN HEIGHTS

The book employs a rigorous and innovative methodology that integrates
Jawlani and Palestinian voices alongside international scholars within a decolo-
nial research framework. This collaborative approach ensures that the narrative is
deeply rooted in the lived experiences of the Jawlanis, countering dominant Israeli
narratives while amplifying marginalized perspectives. Through qualitative meth-
ods—including oral histories, participant observations, and archival analysis—the
book meticulously documents the socio-political and cultural dimensions of Jaw-
lani resistance. The use of primary sources, such as the 1981 National Document
and local artworks, adds authenticity and depth, while reflections, poetry, and per-
sonal narratives enhance accessibility for both academic and non-academic audi-
ences. However, the study could have benefited from a more explicit engagement
with quantitative data to complement its qualitative findings.

A key contribution of the book lies in its exploration of how the Jawlanis
have forged political solidarity with Palestinian and Syrian national movements.
The book does not merely document these connections but actively engages with
them, narrating and analyzing the intricate ways in which the Jawlanis have posi-
tioned themselves within broader struggles for self-determination. By presenting
different angles of Jawlani experiences over half a century of resource disposses-
sion and economic de-development, the book sheds light on how their lived reali-
ties have been distorted or erased in mainstream histories and geographies of the
region. It thereby contributes to the social history of the occupied Golan, secking
to transform the perception of the region, the people who have remained, those
who have been displaced, and the broader politics of the governed.

The theoretical framework of the book draws on critical social theory, particu-
latly Jurgen Habermas's concept of “lifewotld colonization,” to analyze the intet-
sections of settler colonialism and capitalist expansion. The authors skillfully apply
this framework to examine how Israeli occupation infiltrates the everyday lives of
the Jawlanis through mechanisms such as land confiscation, movement restric-
tions, and cultural suppression. At the same time, the editors are careful to adapt
Western theoretical concepts to the specific historical and geopolitical context
of the Golan Heights. The book also highlights Michael Mason’s adaptation of
critical social theory, which examines how settler colonialism is intertwined with
broader state and capitalist development processes. This perspective situates the

Golan Heights within a larger political-economic formation, emphasizing the role

! Jurgen Habermas, The Theory of Communicative Action: Volume 2: Lifeworld and
System: A Critique of Functionalist Reason, vol. 2 (Boston: Beacon Press, 1987).
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of everyday colonization in shaping the lived experiences of the Jawlani people.

The book’s historical scope is another of its strengths. It traces Jawlani re-
sistance from the annexation of the Golan Heights in 1981 through the Syrian
Uprising in 2011 and into the 2020s. The discussion encompasses the story of
Palestinian solidarity and mobilization with the Jawlani community after 1967, em-
phasizing how their struggle has evolved over time. Notably, the book explores the
nuanced ways in which the Jawlanis have defended their Syrian Arab identity while
simultaneously working to improve their daily lives under Israeli rule. This includes
an analysis of their shifting positions on the Assad regime and the Syrian uprising
of 2011, illustrating how historical contingencies have shaped their strategies of
resistance and survival.

From a Druze studies perspective, the book provides valuable insights into
how Druze identity—historically characterized by adaptability and pragmatism—
manifests under occupation. The authors employ qualitative methodologies to ex-
amine how the Druze in the Golan Heights maintain their cultural and political
agency despite decades of dispossession. The analysis of “lifeworld colonization”
proves particularly relevant here, capturing the tension between cultural preserva-
tion and external pressures to conform to state-imposed narratives. The book also
explores the evolving role of Druze religious leadership in mediating community
responses to occupation, shedding light on internal debates concerning loyalty,
identity, and resistance. While it offers rich discussions on communal solidarity
(ta’awun), the role of sheikhs, and cultural heritage preservation through art and
literature, a deeper engagement with Druze esoteric traditions and their potential
influence on political behavior would have further enriched the discussion.

The book also reflects on the complexity of Jawlani identity across political,
cultural, and ecological practices. It examines this identity's relational and hybrid
nature, shaped by place attachment, Syrian nationality, Druze religious traditions,
and secular ideologies while resisting its othering by political Zionism. More than
just a scholarly study, the book immerses the reader in the lived experiences of
the Jawlani people, allowing them to feel the impact of everyday colonization and
the broader politics of the governed. By documenting their struggles, strategies
of resistance, and evolving identities, the book contributes to the study of settler
colonialism, national identity, and political agency in the occupied Golan Heights.

The book’s strength lies in its interdisciplinary approach, amplifying margin-
alized Jawlani and Druze voices through scholarly analysis, reflections, poetry,

and artwork. It offers fresh perspectives on resistance, particularly through su-
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mud (steadfastness), youth mobilization, and cultural expression, while countering
dominant Israeli narratives. Its innovative format ensures an engaging and multi-
faceted exploration of identity under occupation. However, while using Haber-
mas’s theory is insightful, it may not fully capture the localized spiritual and cultur-
al dimensions of Jawlani identity. A comparative analysis of Druze communities
in Lebanon, Syria, and Israel would have provided a broader contextual frame-
work. Despite this originality, the book has limitations. While it critiques Israeli
policies of ethnic manipulation, deeper engagement with their impact on internal
Druze divisions would be valuable. Similarly, a more thorough analysis of the Syr-
ian civil wat’s effects on Jawlani identity and political solidarity would enhance its
scope. Greater integration of quantitative data could also strengthen its findings.
Nonetheless, the book contributes significantly to Druze studies and Middle East
scholarship, offering a nuanced account of resilience, identity, and resistance under
settler colonialism.

The book’s interdisciplinary approach enhances its analysis, integrating insights
from political science, sociology, history, cultural studies, and environmental stud-
ies to provide a comprehensive understanding of the Jawlani Druze experience.
It challenges dominant narratives by situating their resistance within broader dis-
courses on settler colonialism and indigenous struggles. It highlights the commu-
nity’s rejection of Israeli citizenship in favor of maintaining strong Syrian ties. This
contrasts with the integration of Druze communities in Israel through military
conscription and separate educational policies, offering a critical counter-narrative
to portrayals of the Druze as politically passive. The book also examines how the
Jawlani Druze uses art, literature, and collective memory to resist cultural erasure
while emphasizing agroecology as both a means of sustenance and political strug-
gle. Additionally, it engages with international law, United Nations interventions,
and the role of environmental resistance, making it a valuable resource for poli-
cymakers, educators, and activists advocating for justice. Its reflections on youth
activism further illuminate the tensions between tradition and modernity, offering
a nuanced perspective on intergenerational identity and resilience.

In conclusion, The Untold Story of the Golan Heights is a vital contribution to Mid-
dle Eastern and Druze studies, offering a nuanced analysis of Jawlani resistance
under Israeli occupation. Its interdisciplinary approach and inclusion of margin-
alized voices make it essential for scholars, students, and policymakers. While its
analysis is strong, expanding on the early occupation period (1967-1981), com-

paring Druze communities in Lebanon and Syria, and incorporating postcolonial
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perspectives would enhance its depth. Visual materials like maps and photographs
could also strengthen engagement. The book contributes significantly to the Ar-
ab-Israeli conflict and Druze studies, offering original arguments, thorough re-
search, and fresh insights into Jawlani experiences under Isracli occupation. While
a deeper discussion of the early occupation period would add context, its strengths
far outweigh its limitations. Highly recommended for those secking a deeper, nu-
anced, and multifaceted understanding of the Druze community’s challenges, as-
pirations, and resilience, as well as the Arab-Israeli conflict and its ongoing impli-
cations.
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Ted J. Gorton, a leading expert on the history and culture of the Levant, offers
in this book a solid and well-documented biography of the Druze emir Fakhr
ad-Din Ma’n, one of the most intriguing figures of the Early Modern Levant
and of the wider Mediterranean and Renaissance Europe, by virtue of his unique
trajectory.

A descendant of a princely Druze family from Mount Lebanon, Fakhr ad-Din
assumed leadership of his domain toward the end of the sixteenth century, as a
vassal of the Ottoman Empire, ruling over territory that stretched across what
is today Lebanon, Israel, and Syria. In the eatly seventeenth century—Iike many
others in that period—he rebelled against the Ottoman authority yet managed to
avoid the worst consequences and eventually obtained the sultan’s pardon. Re-
newed tensions, however, forced him to flee to Europe in 1613. After roughly
five years in exile, two of which were spent in Medici Tuscany, he returned under
another Ottoman amnesty and ruled for neatly two decades, in a period described
as one of remarkable prosperity. His life ended abruptly in 1635, when Sultan Mu-
rad IV (r. 1623-1640), unwilling to tolerate a former rebel who might rise again,
ordered his arrest and execution in Constantinople.

Divided into twelve chapters, the book’s structure ensures that no aspect of the
emir’s life is treated superficially. This is particularly valuable in the opening chap-
ters, which establish the essential background: the origins of Fakhr ad-Din and his
family (Ch. 1), the Druze community to which he belonged and that is still largely
unknown to Western readers (Ch. 2), and the geopolitical landscape of the Levant
between the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries (Ch. 3). These sections
not only provide the essential framework for understanding the broader historical
context of his life, but they also guide the reader toward a more evident appreci-
ation of Druze culture, particularly the second chapter. They highlight its origins
and distinctive features, which led Europeans of the period—alongside many oth-
er scholars worldwide—to regard the Druzes as a peculiar “sect”. Although this
is not the appropriate place for an extensive discussion of the Druzes—whether
they were, as many believed and as Fakhr al-Din himself maintained to legitimize
his claims in the eyes of Christendom—descendants of the first Crusaders or
rather a Muslim sect, it is nonetheless helpful to bear in mind that Fakhr al-Din
was a Druze. This consideration may illuminate certain aspects of his life; not so
much his diplomatic conduct, which was shaped by pragmatic principles of real-
politik, but somewhat his social background and the authority he wielded within

the Druze community.
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A substantial portion of the book (Ch. 4-7) focuses on Fakhr ad-Din’s stay
in Tuscany, at the court of Grand Duke Cosimo II de’ Medici (r. 1609-1621).
This episode exemplifies the encounter between an “Oriental” ruler and Chris-
tian Europe, and here it is conventionally framed as a moment of “discovery of
the Other.” Yet Early Modern Europe was far from unfamiliar with Muslims or
“Orientals:” many of them were enslaved people captured by Christian corsairs,
or were converts, while others served as intermediaries, go-betweens, or drago-
mans active in European ports and courts. Fakhr ad-Din, however, was a reigning
prince, belonging to a distinct social sphere that was part of a shared courtly cul-
ture across the broad Mediterranean world, transcending religious and linguistic
boundaries. However, moments of cultural misunderstanding or fascination were
not absent, as shown by Fakhr ad-Din’s exposure to Florentine carnival (85-86) or
his contact with the Medici banking world (94—95)—episodes of striking historical
interest also documented by contemporary Levantine sources. Yet the emir adapt-
ed quickly to European customs, just as European courts readily integrated their
“Oriental” guest, showing that the encounter with the “Other” did not necessarily
imply mutual incomprehension or incommensurability. Indeed, in his proposals
to Catholic rulers for reclaiming Jerusalem (Ch. 8), Fakhr ad-Din even appears
to have entertained the idea of promoting a new Crusade (115-117)—a Western
concept already obsolete, according to the author, yet still resonant in Catholic
states like Tuscany, which invoked the fight against the infidels to justify their
aggressive policies in the Levant, as highlighted by Géraud Poumarede (2009). It
is unlikely, however, that this reference to crusading ideals indicates, as Gorton
suggests, an inability to grasp the political realities of his time (177). More plausi-
bly, it was a calculated strategy to secure European support for the recovery of his
domains. Invoking a higher cause such as the liberation of the Holy City could—in
the Catholic sovereigns’ perspective—conveniently mask more pragmatic objec-
tives, including privileged access to Levantine trade routes.

Only one chapter (Ch. 9) addresses the emir’s remaining years in Europe, while
the final section (Ch. 10—11) provides a detailed account of the last phase of his
rule. Particularly noteworthy is the concluding twelfth chapter, which explores the
legacy of Fakhr al-Din’s career. This inheritance has been interpreted in various
ways, including through the lens of modern politics and what we would now de-
scribe as nation-building. This is especially evident in modern Lebanese historiog-
raphy, which regards his rule as a crucial period in the laying of the foundations of

modern Lebanon. Nevertheless, it may be more accurate to argue that his primary
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contribution lay in strengthening the collective identity of the Druze community
and, in a certain sense, in legitimizing their presence in the Levant, where they
remain dispersed today.

If the book has a potential, albeit minor, weakness, it lies in prose, which is
not consistently academic in tone—though this contributes to its readability. In-
deed, Gorton’s style remains both engaging and rigorous, demonstrating clarity
of exposition, precision in historical reconstruction, and the use of a scientific
bibliography that, while not always exhaustive, is more than sufficient to sustain
the argument. The author’s literary sensibility enhances the narrative without com-
promising scholarly integrity.

The title appears designed to attract readers fascinated by the Renaissance and
the Medici court, effectively inviting them to discover a figure who navigated cul-
tural, religious, and political boundaries with remarkable skill. However, labelling
Fakhr ad-Din as “Renaissance” may reflect a Western interpretive framework im-
posed retrospectively—a notion that, as Gorton rightly observes in his prologue,
would have been foreign to the emir himself (xiii), as such categories serve more
as analytical tools for modern readers rather than reflections of Eatly Modern
self-perception.

While some interpretive nuances may invite debate, they do not diminish the
overall strength of Gorton’s reconstruction. On the contrary, they reveal both
the complexity of the subject and the author’s critical engagement with it. The
result is a biography that constitutes a significant contribution not only to histori-
cal scholarship but also to the study of religion, diplomacy, cultural exchange, and
the broader themes of Otherness and Orientalism—but also, and above all, to the
understanding of Druze history and culture.

We may conclude by noting that T.J. Gorton succeeds in introducing the re-
markable and emblematic figure of Fakhr al-Din to a broader audience, whose life
illuminates an era too often interpreted solely through the prism of a “clash of
civilizations.” Instead, the work offers a more nuanced portrayal of coexistence,
interaction, and the permeable boundaries of culture and faith that characterized
the early modern Mediterranean world. Finally, the work goes a step beyond the
two existing Italian biographies of Fakhr al-Din—one by the Maronite Father
Paolo Carali (Bulus Qat‘ali) (1935) and the other by Kaled El Bibas (2010)—and
integrates the studies of Alessandro Olsaretti (2008).
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From the oral folktales of onr city:
“A woman lives seven deaths in ber life:
The first takes place on the day of her birth, the day that her parents find out that
they have been cursed with the birth of a danghter.
The second deatl) is lived on the day her vagina begins to bleed, a death that she
continues to feel for the rest of the coming months.
The third death is on the day her groom penetrates ber.
The fourth extends from the day of ber pregnancy to the day of her labor when ber
cervix widens to give birth to a living being and continues throughont the forty days
of postpartum. The fifth death takes place each time she weens a child.
The sixth death is on the day her husband dies, or when she is divorced, whether
rightfully or undeservingly.
And, the seventh death is general knowledge to all—it is the last death, when she
surrenders her soul to her God and finally rests in peace.”
—Najat Abdul Samad, No Water Quenches Her, Chapter One.’

In No Water Quenches Her, Najat Abdul Samad renders an urgent portrayal
of gendered violence in Sweida, Syria, and confronts the deeply buried pain of
women in Druze society. The novel invites the reader into the intimate, fractured
reality of a Druze woman—Hayat—whose desires are policed, denied, and pun-
ished. The novel forces us to feel every drop of Hayat’s thirst—for love, for voice,
for life—but it does not quench it. It ends where so many stories do: in silence,
in erasure; only thirst, no quenching. As Hayat herself confesses in one of her
final reflections, “I am pure thirst. I am filtered longing” (Ch. 306), a testament to
how longing becomes the very substance of her existence, a refrain that echoes
throughout the novel.

By tracing the protagonist Hayat’s self-narration and disintegration, I believe
that the novel stands as a compelling transnational-feminist intervention.

No Water Quenches Her takes place in the second half of the twentieth century,
in an unnamed Druze village in Sweida, Southern Syria, where its themes of gen-
dered repression resonate across cultures and borders. Abdul Samad weaves in the
painful love story of Nasser and Hayat, whose thirsts remain unquenched amid
political, economic, environmental, and social drought in Syria, and whose lives are
tragically and severely affected as a result. Their story is set against a backdrop of

deprivation, where love itself becomes a casualty of societal decay.

! In this essay, all translations of Abdul Samad’s narratives are by Dr. Ghada al-Atrash.
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In the story, Hayat is forced to marry Khalil, instead of her beloved Nasser.
She gives birth to four children, but is later divorced and locked up in the basement
of her parents” home, and is separated from her children for what she understands
will be the remainder of her life.

Based on real events, this novel serves not only as testimony but as resistance
and as a mode of speech when all other forms of expression are denied. Abdul
Samad’s courage in writing this novel is undeniable; she dares to expose what is
often buried: women being denied love, agency, and voice. Her writing carves a
space for the unspeakable to be witnessed, even if not resolved.

However, while I join the chorus of feminist readers who celebrate Abdul Sa-
mad’s boldness in centering a Druze woman’s oppression and consequent psych-
ological collapse, I do question her choice to offer no reprieve, no resistance, no
alternative future. Hayat, confined to the basement, learns “the art of silence” (Ch.
1) as her body and voice are locked away by familial and societal control. But what
if we dreamed of a world where women do speak back and are heard? My ques-
tion becomes—why does Hayat never fully reclaim her voice? Why does Abdul
Samad decide to leave her enclosed in a basement rather than allow her to emerge
transformed? And what does this literary entrapment say about the conditions of
possibility for feminist resistance in patriarchal contexts—where patriarchy is not
simply a structure but also a legacy; a legacy passed down through ritual, obedi-
ence, and silence—where a mother locks the basement door; where a son testifies
against his own mother; where a father trades daughters as property. I find that in
Abdul Samad’s work, patriarchal violence is sustained not only by male dominance
but by women’s inherited complicity.

Indeed, Abdul Samad dares to reveal the intimate violences of a patriarchal
Druze society, but why does she stop short of imagining and writing an alternative
in her novel? Why does she bear witness but not offer a path beyond the basement
walls? Perhaps speaking honestly of women’s lives in patriarchal contexts means
confronting the limits of resistance—and of fiction. But perhaps it also reflects
the intergenerational trauma of silencing: Hayat cannot speak because the struc-
tures around her have made it impossible, and Abdul Samad, even as an author, is
not exempt from those same constraints. Her act of writing becomes a form of
resistance, yes—but it is one marked by loss, by mourning, by a recognition of just
how difficult it is to imagine freedom when even storytelling is bound by gendered

inheritance. In this way, the novel is not merely literature—it is legacy and lament.

185



ALATRASH DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025

The female figure in Abdul Samad’s work then becomes a site of suffering,
rather than transformation. Abdul Samad’s novel is certainly a disruption to the
patriarchal social order—by writing, Abdul Samad is voicing dissent; yet Hayat
remains largely voiceless, unrescued, and unheard. In one of the novel’s most
poignant moments, Hayat throws her words out into the world. But her words go
unanswered. Although the narrative gives voice to the struggle of Druze women,
Hayat is dispossessed of a voice. The structure itself swallows her voice, illustrat-
ing a totalizing nature of patriarchal ownership where the woman is claimed in life,
silenced in speech, and buried without memory. The silence, in this case, becomes
both a symptom and a verdict.

Hayat—whose name means “life”—ironically lives a life increasingly stripped
of vitality. The author’s narrative allows Hayat’s interior world to bleed into the
reader’s consciousness. Her hallucinations, delusions, and fragmented memories
are not signs of personal weakness but manifestations of systemic violence. Abdul
Samad performs an act of resistance: she centers the wounded female self and re-
fuses to make her palatable. Hayat’s body becomes not only a site of pain but also
a site of buried truth. Image after image in the novel, we witness how the body
bears the burden of voicelessness.

Indeed, the novel does offer us a witness account—and in doing so, Abdul
Samad also invites us into an ethical relationship with the silence of Hayat. Her
writing becomes an added piece to the archive of feminine survival. To write a
character like Hayat is, in itself, a cultural rupture. It places Abdul Samad among a
small but growing number of Druze and Arab women who have refused silence.
Writing itself becomes an act of resistance, and of memory. It is through this
commitment to representation that Abdul Samad begins to carve out a literary
lineage for the silenced, even if the silence is not overcome. Yet the absence of
narrative resolution continues to haunt.

I can understand how the novel’s ending can also serve as a means to confront
the conditions of oppression without anesthetizing their consequences—in this
sense, perhaps the tragic ending becomes not a failure but a refusal to lie. But 1
insist that this sort of realism is double-edged: while it exposes the depth of patri-
archal cruelty, it risks leaving readers with despair rather than resistance. Perhaps
Abdul Samad could have reclaimed political charge by giving Hayat a way out,
rattling the bars of the window of her basement. Instead, Hayat’s internal world
becomes a substitute for freedom—a grave in place of a door. We are left peering

into her interiority but not witnessing transformation.
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I argue that Abdul Samad’s work could have acted as a means to—as put by
feminist mother-scholar Andrea O’Reilly—*"“nurture the story, protect truth, and
midwife resistance into langnage” (O’Reilly, 2016, 14). The novel could have become
not only a door into Hayat’s reality but a political intervention, a battleground in
which resistance gives birth to language, voice, and freedom. I feel like the novel
stops short of deliverance. Hayat does not rebel. She becomes a casualty of both
her past and her culture. Her body remains, but her voice fades, echoing only in
our memory of the pages. And so, the question becomes: how does one come to
voice? As Bell Hooks (1989, p. 12) writes, coming to voice means “moving from
silence into speech as a revolutionary gesture.” Sara Ahmed (2017, p. 255) reminds
us that feminist work demands that “we enact the world we are aiming for. Noth-
ing less will do.” In Abdul Samad’s novel, Hayat’s body bears the full weight of her
lived world, yet language never becomes a passage into agency. This unresolved
gap between what is embodied and what can be spoken echoes my eatlier work,
where I argue that silence operates as a feminized condition sustained through the
normalization of women’s inevitable surrender (Alatrash & Zarif, 2025).

Indeed, there is something unbearably real about No Water Quenches Her. Its
refusal to offer hope may be its most honest feature. For many women like Hayat,
there is no rescue, no revolution, no romance. There is only survival—and when
even that fails, collapse. And yet, literature is not journalism. Its job is not only
to document but to disturb—and to reimagine, which feels suspended in Abdul
Samad’s. This is where the novel leaves the feminist reader in a kind of mourning.
We mourn Hayat, yes—but also the unwritten version of her life, the one she was
denied even in fiction. The wish for flight, for audibility, is there—but is never
fulfilled.

This contradiction—of writing bravely but ending in silence—is not a flaw in
Abdul Samad’s work. It is a mirror of the limitations placed on so many women.
It is a call for more stories, braver ones, ones that dare not only to speak but to
scream, and to survive. I believe that these stoties must go further—not just to-
ward exposure, but toward transformation. Either way, the reader is left holding an
absence: a thirst unquenched, a voice silenced too soon. No Water Quenches Her is
not a tale of triumph. It is a requiem, a lament, a chronicle of what happens when
women are left with only their inner world for refuge. But it is also in that silence

that we are called not to turn away—but to write, to speak, and to resist anew.
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Closing Remarks
It is not possible to conclude without situating No Water Quenches Her within the
brutal and unfolding reality of Sweida today. In July of this year (2025), a mas-
sacre was carried out against the Druze people. Druze men and women were both
murdered alike. Druze men have been forcibly shaved by extremist militias—an
act of humiliation that transcends appearance, and a violent assault on identity,
masculinity, and communal dignity; a calculated attempt to erase pride, resistance,
and memory. Today, Druze women are not standing in silence. They are rising—
shoulder to shoulder with the men—as full participants in a shared struggle, Abdul
Samad herself being one of them on the frontlines, where, on Friday, July 18%,
2025, she wrote (Abdul Samad, 2025):
To my friends outside of Sweida, I will recount what the Syrian “General
Security” did to my family:
On the morning of July 15, 2025, the day #bey entered Sweida under the
pretext of “de-escalation,” my brother—who is a breadmaker and who
never carried a weapon—was driving his family in his small truck to the
eastern countryside in search of safety. On his way back, he was stopped
by General Security soldiers. They took his phone, threw him face-down
in the truck; two of them stood on his back while a third drove. The
entire way, they kicked him, called him a “pig,” and beat his back—he
learned later it was with a knife.
After having gone missing for a while, my family called his phone. They
answered: “We’ve slaughtered him, from ear to ear.”
But they hadn’t slaughtered him. It was only a tactic to terrorize my
mother and father.
One of the young men in the security force felt empathy for my brother
and said to his comrades: “Let’s dump him.” It was clear he genuinely
wanted to save him. I extend my heartfelt thanks to this kind young man.
They threw my brother out and drove off in the truck. He managed to
reach a hospital and then stayed for two days in a house near the hospital,
unable to return home. Now, alhamdulillah, his body is healing—and he
refuses to let his spirit be broken.
On July 16, 2025, they raided houses in our neighborhood, including my
parents’ home.
My father said to them: “If you've come as guests, our home is your

home.”

188



"A THIRST UNQUENCHED"

One of them pointed at my father's beard. My father is a religious man,
85 years old, and walks with a cane. The man said: “It’s obvious from
your beard that you are sheikh of a tribe.” He asked my father about
money and gold but didn’t wait for an answer. They tore the house apart
and stole whatever they found.

As they left, they pointed a gun at my father's back. My sister ran and
stood in front of my father, shouting: “Kill me first, then kill him.” My
80-year-old mother hurried on her cane and joined, “Kill us first, then
kill him.”

The commanding soldier said, “Finish him,” but the younger one said,
“Let’s just go,” as if his hand refused to pull the trigger. This too was a
young man from the security force, surely raised by a kind mother who
taught him well.

They departed and left my father alive.

After having left, my family discovered they had stolen money from my
brother’s house and smashed his son’s oud that he had been learning to
play.

That evening, once the security men had gone, my family dared to cross
to the neighboring homes—only to discover that the “security men” had
executed seven young men from the adjacent houses with a single shot
to their heads. They had also shaved the mustaches of three elderly reli-
gious men—all over sixty, unarmed, while sitting with their families. Two
of them were kidnapped. All their money, gold, and phones were taken.
You know the rest: the security men began using those stolen phones
to lure relatives to unknown locations—to kidnap, terrorize, curse their
religion, or spread false rumors.

Perhaps Hayat’s silence—when read against the backdrop of Najat’s real-world
resistance—becomes even more jarring, more urgent. It dares us to imagine what
kind of literature might emerge next from the frontlines of survival. If, instead of
isolation and silence, Hayat had found herself amid collective resistance and the
courage of other Druze women—Iike Najat, her sister, and her mother—perhaps
No Water Quenches Her would have ended differently.
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