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Call for Papers – Druze Studies Journal (2026 Issue) 

Following the publication of its 2025 issue, the Druze Studies Journal (DSJ) invites scholars to submit 
original research articles for consideration for its third issue, to be published in 2026. 

DSJ publishes articles on a rolling basis upon acceptance. Once the peer-review process is 
completed and a positive decision is reached, the editorial team aims to proceed promptly with 
production, copyediting, and formatting. 

The Druze Studies Journal is a peer-reviewed, open-access, interdisciplinary journal dedicated to 
advancing scholarly understanding of Druze communities and Druze-related subjects, including their 
history, society, culture, politics, and religious traditions. DSJ seeks to serve as a global platform for 
the exchange of knowledge and critical research on the Druze, fostering dialogue among scholars 
working across regions, disciplines, and methodological approaches. 

Scope and Thematic Priorities 

DSJ welcomes submissions that address the Druze as a whole or focus on specific Druze 
communities, as well as comparative studies that examine relations among different Druze 
communities or situate the Druze in comparison with other groups. 

For the 2026 issue, the editorial board welcomes submissions on all Druze-related topics and 
regional contexts, while especially encouraging work that engages with the following 
underrepresented or urgent areas of research: 

• Druze Diaspora Communities: We particularly welcome submissions that examine Druze 
communities outside the Middle East, including, but not limited to, North and South 
America, Europe, and Australia. Despite their growing size and significance, diaspora Druze 
communities remain underexplored in the existing scholarship. 

• The Druze in Jordan: Given the relative scarcity of academic research on the Druze in 
Jordan, DSJ encourages contributions that explore their historical presence, social 
organization, religious life, political positioning, and interactions with the state and society. 

• The Druze in Syria: In light of ongoing crises and emergencies affecting Druze 
communities in Syria, DSJ seeks to provide scholarly space for historically grounded, 
analytically rigorous studies of Syrian Druze communities. Submissions may address 
historical trajectories, cultural production, religious institutions, political structures, local 
governance, social change, memory, displacement, and other relevant themes. The journal 
aims to document, contextualize, and critically analyze the Druze experience in Syria without 
compromising scholarly standards or analytical depth. 

Disciplinary Approaches 

DSJ encourages submissions from both discipline-specific and interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary 
perspectives. Relevant fields include, but are not limited to: History; Religious Studies; Theology; 
Political Science; Sociology; Anthropology; Linguistics; Literature; Economics; Medicine and Health; 



Psychology; Philosophy; Geography; Art (Performing and Visual); Law; Education; Journalism; 
Media Studies; and Communication. 

Articles that synthesize insights across disciplines to offer integrated perspectives on the Druze past, 
present, and future are particularly welcome. 

Submission Information 

Manuscripts should be submitted through the journal’s website: .  

For inquiries regarding submissions or the journal’s scope, please get in touch with the editorial 
office at  druzestudies@ku.edu  
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Editor Note: 
“Introduction—Druze Studies Journal, Issue 2, 2025.”

Rami Zeedan
University of  Kansas
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On behalf  of  the editorial board, I am pleased to introduce the second issue 
of  the Druze Studies Journal (DSJ). Like our inaugural issue, DSJ continues to 
promote rigorous, peer-reviewed, open-access, interdisciplinary research on Druze 
communities—covering their histories, social dynamics, cultural expressions, and 
religious practices—while encouraging a globally-minded, diverse, and method-
ologically inclusive academic community.

As we bring Issue 2 to publication, it appears amid profound human suffering 
and uncertainty affecting Druze communities and others in southern Syria—es-
pecially in and around Suwayda/Sweida. UN reports on the July 2025 massacres 
document mass casualties, displacement, widespread destruction, civilian atroci-
ties, and ongoing calls for accountability. Although DSJ is an academic journal and 
not a political entity, our work is inherently shaped by the realities faced by Druze 
communities, and we see ourselves as serving society and those same communi-
ties. This context underscores the need for documentation, historically informed 
analysis, and scholarly integrity, especially when public discourse is influenced by 
incitement, misinformation, and the vulnerabilities of  communities in crisis.

The 2025 Druze Studies Conference, hosted for the second time by the Uni-
versity of  Kansas, was held as a hybrid, bilingual, interdisciplinary event titled 
“Druze in the Levant and the Diaspora: Discourses of  Tradition and Modernity.” 
The event demonstrated the growth of  Druze Studies into a truly international 
scholarly forum. We have seen increased participation, with active presenters rising 
to 32 from institutions across 14 countries, and in-person and global online audi-
ences exceeding 500 viewers. This year, session recordings were also made pub-
licly available. The conference notably reinforced our initial goals: establishing a 
resilient platform for interdisciplinary dialogue, encouraging comparative research 
across nations, and supporting scholars working across diverse languages and in-
stitutional backgrounds.

Issue 2 reflects DSJ’s commitment to both original scholarship and sustained 
scholarly conversation. The issue opens with a keynote contribution, “Rebellions, 
Mandates, and Margins: Placing Druze Studies in the Historiography of  the Mod-
ern Middle East,” by Professors Michael Provence and Marie Grace Brown, which 
was also presented at the conference. The issue also features two substantial book 
forums that model DSJ’s vision of  critical, multi-voiced engagement. The first, 
“From Thirst to Voice: Critical Approaches to the Novel ‘No Water to Quench 
Her Thirst’,” is a forum on Dr. Najat Abd al-Samad’s novel, presented in Arabic 
with an English version included for broader accessibility. The second, “Contested 
Belonging: Druze Identity, Zionism, and the Struggle Over Historical Narrative,” 
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is a forum on the late Professor Kais Firro’s Druze in the Time of  “Inattention,” 
likewise presented in Arabic with an English version. In addition, the issue in-
cludes “Bibliography of  Periodical Literature on the Druze in 2024: A Scoping Re-
view” and a set of  book reviews addressing Druze histories, cultural production, 
and global entanglements. Together, these contributions underscore DSJ’s aim to 
pair field-building resources with peer review, interpretive scholarship, and critical 
debate. Geographically, the contributions in Issue 2 span the Levant, focusing on 
questions of  belonging and historical narrative in Palestine/Israel and the Golan 
Heights, as well as in Lebanon and Syria. It also extends to broader Mediterranean 
and European settings, including Renaissance Italy.

We hope the inaugural and second issues of  the journal highlight our view of  
the DSJ as a peer-reviewed, diamond-open-access journal. The journal is support-
ed by the University of  Kansas Libraries and is currently indexed by Crossref  and 
Google Scholar. As a new journal, DSJ is not yet ranked by major indexing and 
ranking agencies; establishing that standing is an ongoing priority for the editorial 
board. In this context, and for transparency, we want to share some statistics about 
the journal (averages as of  April 2026). Our editorial and peer-review workflow re-
flects the journal’s commitment to rigor and timely decisions, and we want readers 
and authors to be aware of  it:   

·	 Days to First Editorial Desk Decision: 7 days
·	 Days to Accept: 128 days
·	 Days to Reject: 47 days
·	 Acceptance Rate: 25%
·	 Desk Reject Rate: 22%
·	 After Review Reject Rate: 53%

I want to thank everyone who made this issue possible. The issue was the 
result of  a broad network of  scholarly efforts—authors, reviewers, editors, and 
colleagues who dedicated their time and expertise to support an independent, 
open-access publication. Special thanks go to our Associate Editors, Said Abou 
Zaki and Charles H. Johnson, for their leadership and consistent intellectual col-
laboration, and to Dr. Eduardo Wassim Aboultaif  for serving as Guest Editor for 
one of  the articles in this issue. I also appreciate our KU Libraries support team, 
Marianne Reed and Eric Bader, for their diligent work and support. Additionally, 
I thank the reviewers from 2024–2025 who helped uphold DSJ’s scholarly stan-
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dards, including: Rami Abou Diab, Suzanne Abou Omar, Said Abou Zaki, Eve 
Afifa Kheir, Engin Deniz Akarlı, Gebhard Fartacek, Anna Filipi, Rabah Halabi, 
Yakub Halabi, Yusri Hazran, Amira Jarmakani, Lina Kassem, Asher Kaufman, 
Laurie King, Brian Lagotte, Tobias Lang, William (Bill) Miles, Maha Natoor, Lind-
sey Pullum, Chaady Radwan, Birgit Schäbler, Hussam Timani, Tuba Yildiz, and 
three reviewers who requested to stay anonymous.

Looking ahead, we also share a Call for Papers for the 2026 issue of  DSJ, 
reaffirming our commitment to publishing on a rolling basis upon acceptance 
and highlighting thematic priorities that remain underrepresented or urgent—in-
cluding Druze diaspora communities, the Druze in Jordan, and analytically rig-
orous work on the Druze in Syria amid ongoing crises. Finally, building on the 
momentum of  the 2025 conference, we look forward to the 2027 Druze Studies 
Conference, planned for Fall 2027. Details will be shared in 2026, and we welcome 
scholarly collaboration as the program develops. 

Issue 2 and the 2025 Druze conference, along with the plans for the next 
two years, showcase the growth of  Druze Studies as a field. It also raised ques-
tions—some supportive, some critical—about the Druze Studies Project and its 
public-facing activities, including the Druze Studies Conference. I want to take 
these questions seriously, especially when they come from colleagues deeply in-
vested in the ethical implications of  academic work. First, I reiterate a point I have 
made directly in response to critique: the Druze Studies Journal, the Druze Studies 
Project, and the conferences associated with them are scholarly initiatives, not in-
stitutional mandates, and not guided by any political agenda.  We are committed to 
protecting the project’s independence and to avoiding conditions or interests that 
could compromise its intellectual integrity.

A related critique asks whether organizing a conference on a Middle Eastern 
religious minority by a Western academic institution risks reproducing older pat-
terns of  orientalist knowledge production—especially if  such scholarship is per-
ceived (rightly or wrongly) as promoting fragmentation rather than inclusion. This 
concern is historically legible. Another scholar shared a different point of  view, 
arguing that the very essence of  the Druze Studies initiative lies in its transnational 
connections, which transcend such boundaries and reconnect communities across 
political divides. A third scholar also noted that Druze Studies is indeed a challenge 
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to the national boundaries imposed by Western interventions in the Middle East. 
My position is that minority studies do not inherently promote division; when pur-
sued with scholarly rigor, ethical awareness, and genuine intellectual pluralism, they 
can help challenge marginalization, broaden national and international narratives, 
and deepen comparative understanding across societies. Just as importantly, DSJ, 
the Druze Studies Project, and the conference have sought to address inequities 
in access that often structure academic life. We recognize that the production and 
dissemination of  knowledge should not be constrained by language hierarchies. 
For that reason, we believe that Druze Studies must remain accessible to Druze 
communities and open to the broader Arab scholarly world. We invest in this by 
publishing some of  our content in both English and Arabic, including this Intro-
duction, providing Arabic abstracts for all English-language articles, and enabling 
Arabic-language participation and Arabic–English interpretation in many confer-
ence sessions. By doing so, we reflect our commitment to accessibility for the 
wider Arab scholarly community and Druze communities worldwide. 

In presenting Issue 2, I invite colleagues to read, cite, critique, and build upon 
the scholarship published here—and to view DSJ as a shared platform, strength-
ened by rigorous debate and sustained intellectual community.

Rami Zeedan 
University of  Kansas 
April 21, 2026
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Note: This is the Arabic version of  the English version above.

�ي�ة �أعلاه. �ز كل�ي �ة ال�إ�ن سخ� �ة لل�ن �ي �ة العر�ب سخ� ه ه�ي ال�ن : هذ� �ة ملاح�ظ

�ة المحرر ملاح�ظ

، العدد 2, 2025« �ي�ة ل�ة الدراسا�ت الدر�ز - مج� »م�قدم�ة

�يدا�ن رام�ي ز�
امع�ة كا�نساس ج�

اس:  �ب �ت �تراح الا�ق ا�ق
�ي�ة 2  ل�ة الدراسا�ت الدر�ز ، العدد 2, 2025«.  مج� �ي�ة ل�ة الدراسا�ت الدر�ز - مج� .  “م�قدم�ة ، رام�ي �يدا�ن ز�

.)2025(
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�ي�ة  ل�ة الدراسا�ت الدر�ز �ي م�ن مج� ا�ن �دّّقم العدد ال�ث �ي �أ�ن �أ �ة ال�تحر�ير، �يسرّّ�ن �ئ �ةًً ع�ن ه�ي ا�ب �ي �ن
�ة والمحكّّم�ة  �ن �ة الرص�ي ل�ة دعم ال�أ�بحا�ث ال�أكاد�يم�ي ، �تواصل المج� �تاح�ي �ت ا الا�ف �ي عدد�ن )DSJ(. كما �ف

، �يعال�ج  صّّخ�تصا�ت عدّّد ال� لاًً م�ت ه ح�ق ، �بوص�ف �ي�ة ال الدراسا�ت الدر�ز �ي مج� �توح�ة الوصول �ف والم�ف
 ، �ة �ي ها الد�ي�ن ، وممارسا�ت �ة �ي ا�ف �ق ها ال�ث را�ت �ي ع�ب ، و�ت �ة �تماع�ي ها الج�ا ا�ت ام�ي ، ود�ي�ن �ي�ة �تمعا�ت الدر�ز ار�ي�خ المج� �ت

ا. �يًج�ً ه �حت م�ن �ف وّّنع، وم�ن � ، م�ت �تمع �أكاد�يم�ي عالم�ي اء مج� �ن �يع على �ب ج�ش�ت مع ال�
 ، �ن �ي �ق �ة وحال�ة م�ن عدم ال�ي �ق �ة عم�ي �ي �نسا�ن ا�ة �إ معا�ن ا�ق �ي�تسم �ب �ي س�ي �ي �ف ا�ن ا العدد ال�ث �يصدر هذ�

�ة السو�يداء ومح�يطها.  طن�ق �ي م� ما �ف و�ب سور�يا، ولا س�ي �ن �ي ج� �يرها �ف �ي�ة وغ� �تمعا�ت الدر�ز �طتال المج�
�هت م�ن  لّّخ��ف و 2025، وما  /�يول�ي �ي �تمو�ز رز ال�ت�ي و�قع�ت �ف ا� ار�ير ال�أمم الم�تحد�ة المج� �ق �ق�ت �ت د و�ث �ق �ف

ا�ن�ب  لى ج� ، �إ �ن �ي �ي هاكا�ت �بح�ق المد�ن �ت وح، ودمار واسع، وا�ن �ز حا�يا، وحركا�ت �ن �رة م�ن الض� �ي �أعداد ك�ب
�ة ول�يس�ت  ل�ة �أكاد�يم�ي �ي�ة ه�ي مج� ل�ة الدراسا�ت الدر�ز م �أ�ن مج� . وغ�ر �ة المحاس�ب ا�ت �ب اس�تمرار المطال�ب

�تمعا�ت  هش� المج� �ي �تع�ي ل الوا�قع الذ� �ي �ظ هت، �ف ع� �ي كل، �بحكم ط�ب ا �ي�ش�ت �ن عمل�ن �إ ا، �ف اس�يًً ًا س�ي ا�نً ك�ي
�تمعا�ت على حد  ل�ك المج� ، ول�ت �تمع عام�ة دم�ة للمج� �ي مو�قع خ� ا �ف س�ن �ف �ن ىرن �أ ، و�نح�ن � �ي�ة الدر�ز

اه�ة  �ز ، وال�ن �ن �ي الرص�ي ار�يخ� ، وال�تحل�يل ال�ت �ي�ق لى ال�تو�ث �ة الملح�ة �إ ا�ق الحاج� ا الس�ي كد هذ� سواء. و�يؤ�
ها  �ي م�ن �ة ال�ت�ي �تعا�ن اش� الهش� ل�يل، و�ب ال�تحر�ي�ض وال�ض�ت ر �ب �ث �تأ طخ�ا�ب عام �ي� ل  �ي �ظ ما �ف ، ولا س�ي �ة العلم�ي

. ما�ت �ز �ي �أ �تمعا�ت الوا�قع�ة �ف المج�
امع�ة  �ة ج� �ي ا�ن هت للم�رة ال�ث � ا�ف �ي اس�ض�ت �ي�ة لعام 2025، الذ� �تمر الدراسا�ت الدر�ز ع�قد مؤ� ا�ن

�ي  : »الدرو�ز �ف وا�ن ، �تح�ت ع�ن صصا�ت ، وم�تعدد�ة ال�خ�ت �ة �ة اللغ� �ي ا�ئ �ن ، �ث �ة �ن �ي �ة هج� غ� كا�نساس، �بص�ي
�ي الدراسا�ت  مواًً �ف ا الحد�ث �ن سّّج�د هذ� «. و�قد  �ة ل�يد والحدا�ث �ق ا�ت ال�ت طخ�ا�ب رج� –  رش��ق والمه الم

 ، ارك�ة م المش� �ي حج� �ة �ف �ياد�ة ملحو�ظ ا �ز هد�ن �قد ش� اًً. �ف �ي �ق �ي اًً ح�ق اًً دول�ي �تدى علم�ي ها م�ن �ي�ة �بوص�ف الدر�ز
 ، ل 14 دول�ة سسا�ت �تم�ث �ة م�ن مؤ� اح�ث اًً و�ب اح�ث �ة 32 �ب �ي ح�ث �أورا�ق �ب �ن �ب ارك�ي �ن المش� �ي اح�ث لغ� عدد ال�ب ذ� �ب �إ
لا�ت  �ي �يح�ت �تسج� ُ�ت ا العام، �أُ . هذ� ار�ك ، 500 مش� رت�ن�ت � ر ال�إ�ن ور�ياًً وع�ب ور، حض� او�ز عدد الحض� ما �ج�ت �ي �ف
�ة  �ن �ي ص�ة م�ت اء م�ن ش�ن � : �إ �ة �تأس�يس�ي ا ال� �ن �تأك�يد على �أهدا�ف �تمر ال� اًًض�. و�قد �أعاد المؤ� �ي مهور �أ لسا�ت للج� الج�
�ن  �ي اح�ث ، ودعم ال�ب �ة �ي ا�قا�ت الوط�ن ر الس�ي ار�ن ع�ب ح�ث الم�ق ع ال�ب �ي ج�ش�ت ، و� صصا�ت للحوار الم�تعدد ال�خ�ت

. وع�ة �ن �ة م�ت �ي سسا�ت ا�ت مؤ� �ي ل�ف ا�ت وخ� لغ� �ن �ب العامل�ي
ح�ث ال�أصل�ي  كلّّ م�ن ال�ب �ي�ة �ب ل�ة الدراسا�ت الدر�ز ام مج� �ز ل�ة ال�ت �ي م�ن المج� ا�ن �يعكس العدد ال�ث

 ، ا�ت دا�ب �ت ، والا�ن مرّّدا�ت وا�ن »ال�ت ع�ن �ة �ب �يس�ي مساهم�ة ر�ئ �حت العدد �ب �ت والحوار العلم�ي المس�تدام. �ي�ف
�يسور�ي�ن  رو�ف «، لل�ب رش��ق ال�أوسط الحد�ي�ث ار�ي�خ ال �ة �ت ا�ب �ي ك�ت �ي�ة �ف : مو�قع الدراسا�ت الدر�ز والهوامش�

مّّض� العدد  �تمر. كما �ي �ي المؤ� ل�ك �ف دّّم�ت كذ� �ة �قُُ ، وه�ي ور�ق راو�ن رغ�ا�يس �ب ا�نس ومار�ي  رو�ف ما�يكل �ب
. ال�أوّّل، »م�ن  عدّّد ال�أصوا�ت �قد�ي م�ت ل�ة لحوار �ن �ي�ة المج� سّّج�دا�ن ؤ�ر �ن �ي �ي�ن موسّّع�ي �تد�ي�ي�ن علم�ي م�ن

�تدى حول روا�ي�ة الدك�تو�رة  �ة لروا�ي�ة لا ماء �يرو�يها«، وهو م�ن د�يّّ �ق ا�ت �ن ار�ب : م�ق لى الصو�ت العش�ط �إ
�تاح�ة الوصول. �أما  �ي�ز �إ ع�ز �ة ل�ت �ق �ي�ة مرا�ف �ز ل�ي ج�ن � �ة �إ ، مع �نسخ� �ة �ي �ة العر�ب اللغ� دّّم �ب د الصمد، �قُُ ا�ة ع�ب ج�ن �

 ،» �ة �ي ار�يخ� ، والصراع على السرد�ي�ة ال�ت �ة �ي و�ن ، الصه�ي �ي�ة ه: الهو�ي�ة الدر�ز ع عل�ي ا�ز �ن �تماء الم�ت ، »الا�ن �ي ا�ن ال�ث
دّّم  ”، و�قد �قُُ ل�ة �ف م�ن الغ� �ي �ز رّّو “الدرو�ز �ف �يسور الراحل �ق�يس �ف رو�ف ا�ب ال�ب �تدى حول ك�ت هو م�ن �ف

ا�ت الدور�ي�ة  �ي ا ال�أد�ب �ي رغ�ا�ف ل�يو �ب ل�ك »�ب مّّض�ت�ن العدد كذ� . و�ي� �ي�ة �ز ل�ي ج�ن � �ة �إ �ة مع �نسخ� �ي العر�ب رخ� �ب هو ال�آ
عا�ت الك�ت�ب  موع�ة م�ن مراج� لى مج� �ةًً �إ ا�ف «، �إض� �ة �ي ا�ف ع�ة اس�تكش� حول الدرو�ز لعام 2024: مراج�

ه المساهما�ت  كّّؤ�تد هذ�  . و� �ة كا�تهم العالم�ي ا�ب ، و�ش�ت �ي ا�ف �ق هم ال�ث اج� �ت �ن ، و�إ ار�ي�خ الدرو�ز اول �ت �ن �ت ال�ت�ي �ت
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ح�ث  ، وال�ب ، وال�تحك�يم ال�أكاد�يم�ي اء الح�قل العلم�ي �ن �ي�ن موارد �ب مع �ب �ي الج� ل�ة �ف �تمع�ةًً هد�ف المج� مج�
 ، رش��ق ر الم ا العدد ع�ب دّّت �إسهاما�ت هذ� م� ، �ت �ي رغ�ج�ا�ف  . وعلى المس�توى ال �قد�ي �قاش� ال�ن ، وال�ن س�ير�ي �ف ال�ت

�ة  �ب �يل وهض� /�إسرا�ئ �ن لسط�ي �ي �ف �ة �ف �ي ار�يخ� �تماء والسرد�ي�ة ال�ت ا�يا الا�ن اص على �ض�ق �ز خ� مع �رتك�ي
اء�ي�ن الم�توسط�ي  ض� �ي ال�ف ا�ن�ب ام�تدادا�ت �أوسع �ف لى ج� ا�ن وسور�يا، �إ �ن �ي ل�ب ل�ك �ف ، وكذ� ولا�ن الج�

. �ة هض� �ي عصر ال�ن ا �ف �يطال�ي ل�ك �إ �ي ذ� ما �ف ، �ب �ي وال�أورو�ب
ل�ة  ها مج� �ي�ة �بوص�ف ل�ة الدراسا�ت الدر�ز ا لـمج� هم�ن �ي �ف ا�ن ر�ز العددا�ن ال�أوّّل وال�ث �نأمل �أ�ن �ي�ب �

 .)Diamond Open Access( رش�ن  الكامل، وم�ن دو�ن رسوم � �توح�ة الوصول �ب ، م�ف محكّّم�ة
 Googleو Crossref ي� ا �ف هرس�ة حال�يًً امع�ة كا�نساس، وه�ي م�ف �ة ج� �ب ل�ة �بدعم مك�ت ىظ المج� و�تح�

�ي�ف  هرس�ة وال�تص�ن م�ة ال�ف �ظ �ن م�ن �أ عد ض� د�رج �ب �تأس�يس، لم �تُُ �ة ال� ل�ة حد�ي�ث ها مج� Scholar. و�بوص�ف
، وم�ن  ا�ق ا الس�ي �ي هذ� �ة ال�تحر�ير. و�ف �ئ ا المو�قع �أولو�ي�ة مس�تم�رة له�ي كّّش�ل �رتس�ي�خ هذ� ىر، و�ي الك�ب

�ة ح�ىت  ل�ة )معدّّلا�ت محسو�ب المج� �ة �ب علّّ�ق ارك�ة �بع�ض ال�إحصاءا�ت الم�ت ودّّ مش� ، �ن �ة �ي ا�ف �ف ا�ب الش� �ب
اذ�  �ة وا�خ�ت الصرام�ة العلم�ي ل�ة �ب ام المج� �ز �ة ال�تحر�ير وال�تحك�يم ال�ت ر�يل 2026(. و�تعكس �آل�ي �ب /�أ �يسا�ن �ن

: ول�ة �ة مع�ق �ي م�ن �ي �أرط �ز رقارا�ت �ف ال�

�يام رقار ال�تحر�ير�ي ال�أوّّل: 7 �أ اذ� ال� �ي لا�خ�ت م�ن  •  الم�توسّّط ال�ز
ول: 128 �يومًًا �ب �ي لل�ق م�ن  •  الم�توسّّط ال�ز
: 47 �يومًًا �ض �ي للر�ف م�ن •  الم�توسّّط ال�ز

ول: ٪25 �ب �ة ال�ق •  �نس�ب
رش�: ٪22 ا �ض ال�تحر�ير�ي الم�ب �ة الر�ف •  �نس�ب

عد ال�تحك�يم: ٪53 �ض �ب �ة الر�ف •  �نس�ب

م�رة  اء �ث �قد ج� ا العدد. �ف رخ�ا�ج هذ�  �ي �إ م�يع م�ن �أسهموا �ف لى ج� كر �إ �يل الش� �ز ج� دّّقم �ب � �ت �أودّّ �أ�ن �أ
�ي�ن  ملاء الذ� ، وال�ز ، والمحرر�ي�ن �ن ، والمحكّّم�ي �ن �ي ل�ف مل�ت المؤ� ، ش� �ة هود ال�أكاد�يم�ي ك�ة واسع�ة م�ن الج� �ب ش�

كر مساعد�ي  الش� صّّخ� �ب �توح الوصول. و�أ لّّق وم�ف � ورٍٍ مس�ت ش�ن را�تهم لدعم م� �ب �تهم وخ� صّّخ�صوا و�ق
كر�ي الم�تواصل،  هما ال�ف اد�تهما و�تعاو�ن �ي ، على �ق و�نسو�ن ارل�ز هـ. ج� ك�ي و�ش�ت و �ز �ب د �أ المحرر، سع�ي

�ي�ف ل�إحدى  دور المحرّّر الض� امه �ب �ي و لط�ي�ف ل�ق �ب دوارد وسّّ�يم �أ لى الدك�تور �إ كر �إ الش� ه �ب ّ �تو�جّ كما �أ
ر�ي�ك  ما مار�يا�ن ر�يد و�إ امع�ة كا�نساس، ولا س�يّّ �ة ج� �ب ر�ي�ق مك�ت ل�ك دعم �ف مّّ�ن كذ� �ث ا العدد. و�أ الا�ت هذ� م�ق

�ي  �ي�ن �أسهموا �ف لال عام�ي 2024–2025 الذ� كر المحكّّم�ي�ن خ� . كما �أش� و�ب ادر، على عملهما الدؤ� �ب
 ، ك�ي و �ز �ب د �أ و عمر، سع�ي �ب ا�ن �أ ، سو�ز و ذ�يا�ب �ب هم: رام�ي �أ ، وم�ن ل�ة �ة للمج� ر العلم�ي ا�ظ على المعا�ي�ي الح�ف
 ، �ي ، �يع�قو�ب حل�ب �ي اح حل�ب ، ر�ب �ي �ب ل�ي �ي ا �ف ، �آ�ن �ك ا�ش�ت ر�ت هاد �ف �ب ، غ� �ز �أكارل�ي �ي �ن د�ن �ي ج�ن � ر، �إ �ي �ة خ� �ف �ي �ي�ف ع�ف �إ
�ياس  ، �تو�ب و�ت را�ي�ن لغ�ا ، �ب غ�ن � ، لور�ي ك�ي ما�ن رش� كاو�ف ا �قاسم، �آ �ن ، ل�ي �ي ا�ن رج�م�ق �رة  ، �أم�ي رزا�ن � �ي �يسر�ي خ�

 ، �ي ما�ن �ي لر، حسّّام �ت �ب �ي �ي�ت ش� ج�ر ، �ب وا�ن اد ض�ر ولوم، �ش�ت دس�ي �ب �ن اطور، ل�ي ، مها �ن �يل( ما�يل�ز ، ول�يم )�ب غ�ن لا�
هم. �ف ع�ن �أسما�ئ لوا عدم الكش� �ضّّ �ن �ف �ة محكّّم�ي لا�ث لى �ث �ةًً �إ ا�ف ، �إض� ا �يلد�ي�ز �تو�ب

لد العام 2026  د�يم ال�أ�بحا�ث للمج� �ق ا ع�ن دعو�ة ل�ت ً �ي�ضً عل�ن �أ ل، �ن �ب �ق لى المس�ت �لّّطتع �إ �ن �ن وح�ي
وء  �ن الض� ول، ومسلط�ي �ب ور ال�ق �ج �ف رش�ن على �أساسٍٍ م�تد�رََّ  ال� ا �ب ام�ن �ز دد�ي�ن ال�ت ، مج� ل�ة م�ن المج�

ل�ك  �ي ذ� ما �ف اصًًا، �ب لحاحًًا خ� ٍ �أو �تك�تس�ب �إ ر كا�فٍ �ي لًًا غ� �ي م�ث ل�ة �ت ال مم�ث �ز �ة لا �ت �ي ح�ث على �أولو�يا�ت �ب



INTRODUCTION

9

�ة حول الدرو�ز  �ن �ة الرص�ي ل�ي ، وال�أ�بحا�ث ال�تحل�ي �ي ال�أرد�ن رج�، والدرو�ز �ف �ي المه �تمعا�ت الدرو�ز �ف مج�
�تمر عام  هق مؤ� � �ي ح�ق م الذ� خ�ز لى ال� اد �إ �ن الاس�ت امًًا، و�ب �ت . وخ� ما�ت المس�تم�رة ل ال�أ�ز �ي �ظ �ي سور�يا �ف �ف

�تم  رخ��ي�ف 2027. وس�ي �ي  طخ�ط له �ف �ي�ة لعام 2027، الم �تمر الدراسا�ت الدر�ز لى مؤ� �لّّطتع �إ 2025، �ن
. ام�ج ر�ن ال�تعاو�ن ال�أكاد�يم�ي مع �طتور ال�ب لال عام 2026، و�رنح�ب �ب اص�يل خ� �ف ال�إعلا�ن ع�ن ال�ت

�ن  �ي �ت رام�ج للس�ن �ي�ة لعام 2025، وال�ب �تمر الدراسا�ت الدر�ز ا�ن�ب مؤ� لى ج� ، �إ �ي ا�ن �يعكس العدد ال�ث
ها داعم  عض� —�ب لا�ت مو �تساؤ� ا ال�ن ار هذ� �ث �ي�ة و�طتوره. كما �أ مو ح�قل الدراسا�ت الدر�ز �ن �ن �ي ادم�ت ال�ق

�تمر  ل�ك مؤ� �ي ذ� ما �ف عد العام، �ب ا�ت ال�ب اطا�هت ذ� ش�ن �ي�ة و� رش�وع الدراسا�ت الدر�ز ا�قد—حول م ها �ن عض� و�ب
ما ح�ي�ن  د، ولا س�ي لا�ت على محمل الج� ه ال�تساؤ� ذ�خ� هذ� �ي �آ �ن �ن كد �أ . و�أود �أ�ن �أؤ� �ي�ة الدراسا�ت الدر�ز

. �أولًاً،  �ة للعمل ال�أكاد�يم�ي �ي لا�ق عاد ال�أخ� �ي ال�أ�ب ر �ف ك�ي �ف �ي ال�ت عم�ق �ف �ن �ب طرخ�ن�ي  ملاء م� �تصدر ع�ن �ز
ل�ة الدراسا�ت  �ن مج� د: �إ �ق �رش�ة على ال�ن ا �ي ردود م�ب ها �ف دّّش�د�ت عل�ي �ق �أ�ن  �طق�ة س�ب �تأك�يد على �ن د ال� �أع�ي
، ول�يس�ت  �ة ادرا�ت علم�ي هما، هم م�ب ط�ة �ب �ب �تمرا�ت المر�ت ، والمؤ� �ي�ة رش�وع الدراسا�ت الدر�ز ، وم �ي�ة الدر�ز
�ة  لال�ي �ق مو�ن �بحما�ي�ة اس�ت �ز . و�نح�ن مل�ت �ة اس�ي د�ة س�ي �ن �أ�ي �أج� ه�ة �ب ّ ، ول�يس�ت مو�جّ �ة �ي سسا�ت ا�ت مؤ� و�يض� �ف �ت

. كر�ي�ة هت ال�ف مس سلام� رش�وط �أو مصالح �قد �تُُ �تعاد ع�ن �أ�ي  الا�ب رش�وع، و�ب الم
رش��ق  �ي ال �ة �ف �ي �ة د�ي�ن ل�ي �ق �تمر حول �أ �يم مؤ� �ظ �ن ا كا�ن �ت ذ� رخ� �ي�تساءل عمّّا �إ دٌٌق �آ � ا �ن هذ� صل �ب و�ي�تّّ
�ة  ماط �أ�قدم م�ن المعر�ف �ن ا�ج �أ �ت �ن عاد�ة �إ �إ ارط �ب خ� �ة �قد �يُُ �ي رغ��ب �ة  سس�ة �أكاد�يم�ي ل مؤ� �ب ال�أوسط م�ن �قِِ

ا  ً ه موّّر�جً �طخ�أ—�بوص�ف —ع�ن ح�ق �أو ع�ن  وع م�ن ال�بح�ث ا ال�ن هم هذ� ا �فُُ ذ� ما �إ ، ولا س�يّّ �ة �ي رش�تا�ق الاس�
ه�ة  رخ� ع�ن وج� اح�ث �آ ر �ب ل، ع�بّّ ا�ب �ي الم�ق ا. �ف �يًخ�ً ار�ي هوم �ت ل�ق م�ف ا ال�ق �نّّ هذ� . �إ دما�ج ا�قا�ت لا للا�ن �ق ش�ن للا�
�رة للحدود،  ها العا�ب كا�ت �ب �ي ش� �ي�ة �يكم�ن �ف اد�رة الدراسا�ت الدر�ز وهر م�ب رًًا �أ�نّّ ج� �ب ، مع�ت �ة ل�ف �ت رظ مخ� � �ن
ار  . كما �أش� �ة اس�ي واصل الس�ي ر ال�ف �تمعا�ت ع�ب �قساما�ت و�تع�يد وصل المج� ه الا�ن او�ز هذ� �ج�ت وال�ت�ي �ت

�ة ال�ت�ي  ا للحدود ال�قوم�ي ها، �تحد�يًً ا�ت �ي حدّّ ذ� كّّش�تل، �ف �ي�ة � لى �أ�نّّ الدراسا�ت الدر�ز ال�ث �إ اح�ث �ث �ب
ا�ت لا  ل�ي �ي �أ�نّّ دراسا�ت ال�أ�ق ل �ف م�ثّّ �ت �ي ، �ف �ي رش��ق ال�أوسط. �أما مو�ق�ف �ي ال �ة �ف �ي رغ��ب لا�ت ال ها ال�تد�خّّ �ت ض�ر �ف
كر�ي�ة  ، و�تعدّّد�ي�ة �ف لا�ق�ي ، ووع�ي �أخ� �ة مارََس �بصرام�ة علم�ي دما �تُُ ع�ن �قسام؛ �ف لى الا�ن رض�و�رة �إ ال �ي �ب ض� �ف �تُُ

، و�تعم�ي�ق  �ة �ة والدول�ي �ي ، و�توس�يع السرد�يا�ت الوط�ن ه�ة ال�تهم�يش� �ي مواج� ها �تساهم �ف �نّّ �إ ، �ف �ة �ي �ق �ي ح�ق
. �تمعا�ت �ن المج� �ي ار�ن �ب هم الم�ق ال�ف

 ، �ي�ة رش�وع الدراسا�ت الدر�ز ، وم �ي�ة ل�ة الدراسا�ت الدر�ز ل�ك سع�يُُ مج� �ة ع�ن ذ� لّّق �أهم�ي ولا �ي�
ا�ة  م الح�ي �ظّنّ � رًًا ما �تُُ �ي �تاح�ة الوصول ال�ت�ي ك�ث �ي �إ هج� اللامساوا�ة �ف �ة �أو لى معالج� �تمر، �إ والمؤ�

و�ي�ة  �ة لغ� م�ن ه�ي �ن �ب �ي �ن ا ره�ي �ي �أ�ن �يكو�ن غ� �ب �ن �ة و�تداولها لا �ي ا�ج المعر�ف �ت �ن �أ�ن �إ رّّق �ب � ح�ن �ن �ن . �ف �ة ال�أكاد�يم�ي
�تمعا�ت  �ىق م�تاح�ة للمج� �ب �ب �أ�ن �ت �ي�ة �يج� �أ�ن الدراسا�ت الدر�ز م�ن �ب ؤ�ن � ، طنل�ق ا الم� ها. وم�ن هذ� �ن ع�ي �ب

�ي ال�أوسع. و�نح�ن  ال ال�أكاد�يم�ي العر�ب ا�هت على المج� �ي الو�ق�ت ذ� �تح�ة �ف �ف سها، وم�ن �ف �ي�ة �ن الدر�ز
ل�ك  �ي ذ� ما �ف ، �ب �ة �ي �ي�ة والعر�ب �ز ل�ي ج�ن �ن ال�إ� �ي �ت اللغ� ا �ب رش�ن �بع�ض مواد�ن  لال � ام م�ن خ� �ز ا الال�ت مر هذ� �ث �نس�ت
ا�ن�ب  لى ج� ، �إ �ي�ة �ز ل�ي ج�ن ال�إ� و�رة �ب ش�ن الا�ت الم� ع الم�ق م�ي �ة لج� �ي العر�ب صا�ت �ب ر ملخ� �ي ، و�تو�ف ه الم�قدم�ة هذ�

�ي العد�يد م�ن  �ي�ة �ف �ز ل�ي ج�ن –ال�إ� �ة �ي ور�ي�ة العر�ب م�ة ال�ف دما�ت ال�ج�رت ، وخ� �ة �ي �ة العر�ب اللغ� ارك�ة �ب �تاح�ة المش� �إ
�ي ال�أوسع،  �تمع ال�أكاد�يم�ي العر�ب �ة للمج� �تاح�ة المعر�ف �إ ا �ب ام�ن �ز ر ع�ن ال�ت ع�بّّ ا، �ن هذ� �تمر. و�ب لسا�ت المؤ� ج�

�نحاء العالم. ل�ف �أ �ت �ي مخ� �ي�ة �ف �تمعا�ت الدر�ز وللمج�
هاد  ا، والاس�ش�ت و�رة ه�ن ش�ن لى �رقا�ءة ال�أعمال الم� ملاء �إ ، �أدعو ال�ز �ي ا�ن ا العدد ال�ث ا لهذ� د�يم�ن �ق �ت و�ب
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 ، �رتك�ة صّّن�ة مش� ها م� �ي�ة �بوص�ف ل�ة الدراسا�ت الدر�ز لى مج� رظ �إ � لى ال�ن اء عل�يها—و�إ �ن �قدها، وال�ب ها، و�ن �ب
كر�ي مس�تدام. �تمع �ف مج� �قاش� الصارم و�ب ال�ن وّّقى �ب � �ت �ت

�يدا�ن  رام�ي �ز
امع�ة كا�نساس  ج�

ر�يل 2026 �ب /�أ �يسا�ن 21 �ن
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Abstract
This article summarizes the keynote session of  the 2025 Druze Studies Confer-
ence held at the University of  Kansas on October 16–17, 2025. The session in-
cluded opening remarks, a keynote speech by Professor Michael Provence, and a 
discussion with Professor Marie Brown on the historiographical positioning of  
Druze Studies within broader Middle Eastern narratives, the centennial of  the 
1925 Syrian Revolt, and the implications of  sectarianism, colonial legacies, and 
transnational identities. Provence’s keynote revisits his earlier work to argue that 
the Syrian Patriotic Revolution was not a localized Druze uprising but a sophisti-
cated, non-sectarian movement for Syrian unity and independence, challenging co-
lonial partition plans and mandate-era narratives. He emphasizes the significance 
of  underused Arabic memoirs and League of  Nations archives in reshaping our 
understanding of  anti-colonial resistance. The discussion with Brown builds on 
these insights to address contemporary historiography and teaching, emphasizing 
the need to move beyond nation-state frameworks, to embrace complex identities, 
and to incorporate diverse sources beyond traditional archives to better capture 
marginalized voices and transnational ties.

Keywords: Druze Studies, Syrian Revolt, Sultan al-Atrash, Middle Eastern 
Historiography, Sectarianism, Transnational Identity, Colonialism and Resistance.

ص مل�خ
د  �ي عُُ�ق �ي�ة لعام 2025، ال�ذ �تمر الدراسا�ت الدر�ز �ة لم�ؤ �يس�ي لس�ة الر�ئ ص ال�ج ال�ة مل�خ ه الم�ق دّّم ه�ذ �ق �ت

لس�ة كلما�ت  �ت ال�ج م�ن ر�ي�ن ال�أول 2025. �ت�ض ر/��تش وت�ب امع�ة كا�نساس �يوم�ي 16 و 17 أ�ك� �ي �ج �ف
�يسة�رو مار�ي  رو�ف ا مع ال�ب ا�شًً �ق ا�نس، و�ن رو�ف �يسرو ما�يكل �ب رو�ف اها \ ال�ب ل�ق �ة أ� �يس�ي ، وكلم�ة ر�ئ �ة اح�ي �ت �ت ا�ف

ر�ق ال�أوسط،  �ة ال�أوسع لل�ش �ي ار�ي�خ �ي السرد�يا�ت ال�ت �ي�ة �ف راو�ن وحل مو�قع الدراسا�ت الدر�ز �ب
ر�ث الاس�تعمار، والهو�يا�ت  ، و�إ �ة �ي �ف ا�ت الطا�ئ ة�روث السرو�ي�ة عام 1925، و�تداع�ي وئ�ي�ة لل� كرى الم� وال�ذ

�ة  �ي ة�روث السرو�ي�ة الوط�ن �يم ال� �ي �ق عادة� �ت �ة على �إ �يس�ي �ت الكلم�ة الر�ئ . كّّرز� �ة �ي رة� للحدود الوط�ن العا�ب
طط  �ةًضً �خ � لالها، را�ف �ق حض�ة لحودة� سرو�يا واس�ت �ي�ة وا� ا�ت �رؤ �ة �ذ �ي �ف �ير طا�ئ ارها حرك�ة غ� �ب اع�ت �ب
كرا�ت  �ة والم�ذ �ي �ة المصادر العر�ب كد�ةًً على أ�هم�ي ، وم�ؤ �تدا�ب ط�ق الا�ن �قس�يم الاس�تعمار�ي وم�ن ال�ت

د  �ق راو�ن �ف �قا�ش مع �ب د الاس�تعمار. أ�ما ال�ن اوم�ة �ض ا للم�ق هم�ن �ة �ف اغ� عادة� ص�ي �ي �إ �ة �ف ا�ت الدول�ي �ف �ي وال��رأش
او�ز  لى �ت�ج ا �إ ار�ي�خ و�تدر�يسه، دا�يًعً �ة ال�ت ا�ب �ي ك�ت مل ال�حتد�يا�ت المعاصرة� �ف ى ل�ي�ش ه الر�ؤ وسّّع ه�ذ

�ير  �تاح على مصادر غ� �ف ، والا�ن ا�ت م�تعددة� الهو�يا�ت ار�ب ، واع�تماد م�ق �ة �إطار الدول�ة ال�قوم�ي
رة� للحدود. �ة والروا�بط العا�ب �ي�ق ال�وصأا�ت المهم�ش د�ي�ة ل�وت�ث ل�ي �ق �ت

ر�ق  رأ�ت�ي�خ ال�ش � ، ، سلطا�ن ال�أطر�ش ة�روث السرو�ي�ة ، ال� �ي�ة : الدراسا�ت الدر�ز �ة اح�ي �ت الكلما�ت الم�ف
. �ة ، الاس�تعمار والمعار�ض �ة �ي رة� للحدود الوط�ن ، الهو�ي�ة العا�ب �ة �ي �ف ال�أوسط، الطا�ئ
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Introduction

The keynote session of  the 2025 Druze Studies Conference started with 
opening remarks from the conference organizer, Dr. Rami Zeedan, an Associ-
ate Professor at the University of  Kansas (KU) and founding Editor-in-Chief  of  
the Druze Studies Journal. Dr. Zeedan expressed appreciation to the organizing 
committee and attendees, highlighting the conference’s dedication to open-access 
scholarship and its role in fostering global academic exchange. He emphasized 
the journal’s diamond open-access model and its alignment with the conference’s 
inclusive, community-focused mission.

Following Dr. Zeedan, Professor Arash Mafi, the Executive Dean of  the KU 
College of  Liberal Arts and Sciences, welcomed participants both in person and 
online. He highlighted the conference as a significant milestone for KU and the 
broader international scholarly community involved in Druze Studies. Profes-
sor Mafi pointed out the interdisciplinary and global nature of  the event, which 
includes contributions from scholars from 14 countries across four continents, 
representing fields such as history, political science, religious studies, and Middle 
Eastern studies. The conference’s bilingual format, offering presentations in Ar-
abic and English with live interpretation by KU graduate students, demonstrates 
KU’s commitment to global engagement and student involvement. Undergraduate 
and graduate students have played important roles in organizing and presenting, 
showing how research and learning are integrated across all academic levels. Pro-
fessor Mafi also recognized the sensitive topics discussed, especially considering 
recent events affecting Druze communities in southern Syria. He urged scholars 
to approach these discussions with rigor, empathy, and respect.

The final introductory segment, before the keynote and discussion, featured 
a presentation by Mr. Charles H. Johnson. Mr. Johnson discussed his project ti-
tled “Bibliography of  Periodical Literature on the Druze in 2024 - A Scoping 
Review,” which he conducted with Dr. Rami Zeedan and Mr. Michael Peper. He 
provided background on the project, which originated from the Druze Studies 
Project at the University of  Kansas, launched in 2019 to involve undergraduate 
students in research about the Druze community and the broader Middle East. 
Since then, the project has produced literature reviews, conference presentations, 
and peer-reviewed publications. Building on this foundation, the team aimed to 
unify three major initiatives—the Druze Studies Journal, the Druze Studies Refer-
ence Portal, and the Druze Studies Conference—through an annual meta-analysis 
of  Druze-related scholarship. The goal was to systematically track developments 



PROVENCE & BROWN	 DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2,  2025

14

in the field and enhance the Reference Portal by adding curated, open-access re-
sources.

The 2024 study is the first formal scoping review of  Druze literature, building 
on a 2023 survey published in the Druze Studies Journal (Johnson and Zeedan, 
2024). With support from Mr. Peper, whose expertise in library sciences strength-
ened the study’s rigor, they expanded their eligibility criteria to include not only 
peer-reviewed books, chapters, and articles but also master’s theses and doctoral 
dissertations published in English in 2024. The review analyzed over 2,600 entries 
from nine databases and ultimately selected 93 works for inclusion. Johnson noted 
that the increase in literature compared to the previous year was not necessarily 
a sign of  growth in the field, but more a result of  improved methodology and 
broader criteria. This underscores the importance of  systematic tracking in a rap-
idly evolving area of  study.

The subject analysis revealed a strong interdisciplinary character, with political 
science and history projects on Druze communities that are leading the literature. 
The updated methodology also identified more entries than prior years in educa-
tion and pedagogical studies, indicating broader thematic involvement. Geograph-
ically, the review continued to show an overrepresentation of  Israeli Druze com-
munities, particularly in fields like biology, health, and education. This imbalance 
is partly due to limited access to Druze populations in Syria and Lebanon, but also 
highlights notable gaps and opportunities for future research.

Johnson concluded by reflecting on the importance of  academic involvement 
during recent regional upheavals. The Druze communities have been deeply af-
fected by events after October 7th, 2023, including military mobilization in Isra-
el, violence in southern Lebanon and the Golan Heights, and renewed sectarian 
conflict in Syria. These developments have increased attention to the Druze, often 
through media rather than academic outlets. Johnson stressed that this makes the 
work of  Druze Studies scholars even more crucial, as the community often finds 
itself  at the intersection of  conflict and peace. He thanked the conference orga-
nizers and participants for their ongoing dedication to advancing the field and 
encouraged further reflection and inquiry into the complex realities facing Druze 
communities today.
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Keynote: “Rebellions, Mandates, and Margins: Placing Druze Studies in 
the Historiography of  the Modern Middle East” by Dr. Michael Provence

It is a great honor to participate in the 2025 Druze Studies Conference. I 
sincerely thank Professor Marie Brown for the kind introduction and Professor 
Rami Zeedan for the invitation. This is my first visit to Lawrence, Kansas, and I 
am enamored by the town and the university and impressed by the outstanding 
work being carried out here. The conference and the Druze Studies Project have 
convinced me of  the significance and energy of  Druze Studies as an academic 
discipline. 

As we gather in October 2025, we commemorate the centennial of  the Great 
Syrian Revolt of  1925. This event, often called the "Druze Revolt" by its oppo-
nents, was known to its participants as the Syrian Patriotic Revolution (al-Thawra 
al-Wataniyya al-Suriyya). This prompts us to ask: What vision of  Syria did the 
revolutionaries have? What were their goals? 

Reflecting on my earlier work—especially my book published twenty years 
ago based on research in Syria and the Druze region—I now see that I underesti-
mated the clarity and sophistication of  the revolutionaries' goals. Their main aim 
was clearly Syrian unity and independence, and they opposed the post-World War 
I mandate system that sought to divide the Arab provinces of  the former Ottoman 
Empire (Provence, 2005a). 

One source I recently revisited was the serialized memoirs of  Sultan al-At-
rash, the revolt's leader, published in the early 1970s in a now-defunct Beirut 
newspaper. These memoirs, shared with me by Shaykh Muhammad Tarabeyh in 
Suwayda in 2000, offer invaluable insights.1 The Druze region, Jabal Hawran (Jabal 
al-Druze), located in southern Syria, had become the cultural and religious center 
of  the Druze community in the 19th century. My time there, visiting villages and 
engaging with the people of  the region, revealed a place of  beauty, resilience, and 
historical importance. That research was based on about 30 months of  residence 
in Syria, and on Syrian published and unpublished materials. I spent a lot of  won-
derful time among the people of  Hawran and Jabal Hawran and have many cher-
ished memories of  the kindness and generosity I received. 

The book came out in 2005, and since about 2010, I have spent long periods 
in the French, British, and League of  Nations archives. League of  Nations perma-

1 Mudhakkirat Sultan,” serialized in Bayrut al-masa’ 97-120 (1975-76). There are other 
memoirs, including the comprehensive, multi-volume edition recently compiled and 
published by Dr. Rim Mansour Al-Atrash. 
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nent commission files contain many petitions, including those from Sultan al-At-
rash, submitted via Shakib Arslan, demanding full independence for all of  Greater 
Syria and denouncing the French mandate and its sectarian separatism.2 These 
documents indicate that Sultan al-Atrash and other Druze were not responding to 
localized French oppression in the 1920s, but possessed, like their non-Druze al-
lies, a clear, non-sectarian program of  Syrian independence. For them, “free Syria” 
meant from the Red Sea to the mountains of  Anatolia.

The revolt of  1925 was thus a direct response to colonial efforts to divide the 
region, and the revolt united the region. The architects of  the mandate systems, 
the French and British, refused to recognize the possibility of  a unified Syrian 
political community. Mandate Secretary General Robert de Caix had arranged the 
sectarian system of  Lebanon, devised the Syrian micro-states of  Jabal Druze and 
the Alawite territory, and produced a Franco-Druze autonomy agreement, which 
a few Druze shaykhs embraced. By contrast, Sultan al-Atrash and his allies en-
visioned a non-sectarian Syrian state, extending from the Taurus Mountains to 
the Red Sea, covering modern-day Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Jordan, and parts of  
Turkey. 

This vision sharply contrasted with the aims of  colonial powers. Sultan al-At-
rash’s leadership united various Syrian groups, starting with the Druze, not for 
sectarian independence, but for national unity.  His political partner in the move-
ment was Dr. Abd al-Rahman al-Shabandar, the Syrian Protestant College-edu-
cated physician, founder of  the People’s Party, and an important Ottoman- and 
post-Ottoman-era political figure (al-Shahbandar, 1993). In fact, the Druze Studies 
Project’s transnational and global approach aligns with this historical vision, cross-
ing borders to examine a community that itself  challenges national boundaries — 
still defined by colonial borders. 

Three episodes illustrate the broader context of  the revolt. First, the Ottoman 
Repression Campaign (1910–1911): An Ottoman general, Sami Pasha al-Faruqi, 
led a campaign against the Druze following a conflict between Druze shaykhs and 
the Hawranis (residents of  the plains). Sultan al-Atrash’s uncle was among those 
targeted. Sultan himself  was conscripted into the Ottoman army, where he learned 
to read and write and was exposed to modern military practice. His father was ex-
ecuted after the end of  the campaign, which fueled Sultan’s anti-Ottoman stance. 

Second, the Correspondence Between Sultan and Salim al-Atrash: During the 

2 League of  Nations, Permanent Mandates Commission, carton R22, “Events in Syria,” 
Sultan al-Atrash to League of  Nations, 22 Sept 1922.
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last month of  the Great War (1914-1918), Sultan supported Amir Faysal and par-
ticipated in the final march on Damascus. His cousin Salim, however, opposed this 
stance, preferring loyalty to the Ottoman state. Their letters reveal deep divisions 
within the Druze leadership and highlight the lack of  a unified Druze political 
position. Sultan’s response emphasized modernity, British support, and a broader 
vision for Syria (Provence, 2005b). Salim emphasized caution and tradition. 

Third, the Robert de Caix Plan (1921): French mandate secretary-general 
Robert de Caix proposed a sectarian division of  Syria, creating separate states for 
each religious group, including an autonomous Druze state. This plan resembled 
his earlier effort to establish a sectarian Greater Lebanon. Sultan al-Atrash and 
many, but not all, Hawran Druze rejected the sectarian fragmentation of  their 
region, leading to the 1925 revolt. His slogan, “Religion is for God, the nation is 
for all,” captured their commitment to unity. 

The revolt rejected sectarian division, partition, and colonial occupation. Al-
though the human toll was large—French forces bombed villages and cities, in-
cluding Hama and Damascus—the revolution ultimately led to the failure of  the 
partition plan. Sultan al-Atrash’s vision succeeded, and the Druze played a key 
role in shaping modern Syria, until after independence, when a series of  would-be 
military dictators attempted to marginalize their community.  

Professor Zeedan invited me to address this history, and I took the oppor-
tunity to reconsider my earlier scholarship on the 1925 revolution. I think my 
earlier scholarship underplayed the revolutionaries' political awareness and sophis-
tication. Furthermore, I now think that Atrash Mudafas (guesthouses) were the 
places where political ideas of  post-Ottoman free Syrian unity were probably first 
discussed and born, starting even before the Great War. Sultan al-Atrash’s mudafa 
was a refuge from the reign of  terror of  the Ottoman military governor, Cemal 
Pasha, in Damascus, and all the fugitive nationalist intellectuals who escaped his 
noose passed through it (Salibi 2005, 131).       

The Syrian Patriotic Revolution had deeper roots and wider spread than many 
scholars, including me, realized as a strong assertion of  national identity and mod-
ern political ideals. Its legacy urges us to reevaluate the stories of  colonialism and 
resistance in the Middle East. 

Discussion and Q&A – Dr. Marie Brown and Dr. Michael Provence

Professor Marie Brown opened the discussion by thanking Professor 
Provence for his keynote and for his intellectual humility in revisiting his earlier 
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conclusions. She posed a series of  questions that framed the conversation, and the 
audience then provided additional questions.

Marie Brown: I am currently teaching a Modern Middle East survey course, 
and we finished the Mandate Period a week ago. I wish I had had your presentation 
to inform my lecture! I have gathered a few comments and questions for you to 
respond to, however you would like.

First, thank you for saying that you changed your mind—that your scholar-
ship had not gone far enough or been bold enough. It is refreshing to hear some-
one say, “I would like to rethink this,” or “I wish I had done a little bit more.” Many 
of  my comments come from both my role as a fellow Middle East historian and as 
an instructor. (I have several students in the audience here.)  Question one: Your 
research, and indeed this entire conference, highlights a triangle of  competing 
impulses: 1) To make Middle East history understandable to students, commu-
nities, and policymakers through an accessible narrative; 2) To accommodate the 
diversity of  experiences and priorities among minority groups; 3) To prevent mar-
ginalizing these groups as perpetual “others.” How do you reconcile these tensions 
between communal identity and national or regional narratives?

Your distinction between unity and independence also caught my attention. 
You proposed that unity can be a political goal separate from independence, and 
that unity is now an outdated political category. Because we have prioritized in-
dependence, we are left with colonial legacies and trapped within the nation-state 
framework. Imperial logic insisted on dividing the world into clear categories—re-
ligions, races, and nations. We lack the intellectual imagination to identify identities 
that do not fit within the boundaries of  a map.

Relatedly, I have been considering how we prioritize land over water as a 
framework for organization. There are too few courses on the Indian Ocean, the 
Red Sea, or the Mediterranean. We remain constrained by this landmass called the 
Middle East. I would appreciate your thoughts on challenging this limiting per-
spective. How can we, as scholars and teachers, shift from the boundaries of  the 
nation-state to a sense of  unity?

And finally, a broader question. A student once asked me for “good news.” 
She said everything in our class was depressing. So, where in your research do we 
find celebration, joy, or beauty?

Michael Provence: Thank you for those insightful questions and thoughtful 
responses. Essentially, the answer to your first two questions is: the archives. What 
sparked my thinking was revisiting the sources I had collected—some I read, some 
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I did not, because I had a dissertation to write. Nevertheless, the voices—the 
things people said—are the guide.

There is a vast collection of  Arabic-language memoirs and primary sources 
that are seldom read. Libraries in this country are filled with them. We keep re-
peating the same stories because we overlook these sources. Engaging with human 
sources—not government or official records—is essential. Sultan’s memoir is re-
markable. Some people did not want me to read it because some parts are politi-
cally sensitive, especially about the Ottomans.

That is also where we discover transcendent transnationalism. A hundred 
years ago, people in Damascus would say, “We used to take the train to Haifa to 
go swimming.” That trip has not been possible for 75 years. These voices matter. 
Now, the good news—for me—is that I returned to Syria last year after 19 years. 
It was difficult and emotional, but I am glad I went. I go to Lebanon every year, 
and I find it uplifting. People I love are managing, sometimes thriving, despite the 
challenges. Close, ongoing human connection is the antidote. Moreover, when 
students ask how I handle the depression, I tell them, "I have three hours of  talk 
therapy a week with you!"

Marie Brown: We have a question from the audience: “What are your 
thoughts on the al-Sharaa interim government this year, especially concerning the 
conflict with the Druze community over the summer? And how would you com-
pare the Druze community during Sultan al-Atrash’s revolt to today?”

Michael Provence: Those are tough questions. I did not go to southern 
Syria when I visited. I promised my wife I would not go, but she had house guests, 
and my friends in Beirut said, “You have got to go!” I was still afraid of  being 
kidnapped, but things are better—no Russian soldiers, Wagner Group, or Irani-
ans around anymore. Walid Jumblatt had gone to Damascus and visited Ahmad 
al-Shara. Mrs. Jumblatt had attended my lectures in Beirut, so I thought if  I dis-
appeared, Walid Bey might make some calls and try to find me. My wife was not 
impressed with my DIY “insurance policy.” 

It seems to me the community in Suwayda is just as divided as it was in the 
1920s. The central government has no appeal. The Hawranis were slaughtered in 
the hundreds of  thousands between 2011 and 2025. Their villages were destroyed. 
In contrast, the Druze were not targeted by the Asad government for complex 
reasons. The recent suffering makes reconciliation more complicated. The interim 
government is unstable, unsupported, and lacks legitimacy. It is a very tough sit-
uation. I hope for the best. I love Syria deeply and do not want anyone to suffer 
anymore.
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Marie Brown: Another question from the audience. “Did we learn anything 
in the last hundred years? Has anything changed in how Western countries deal 
with the region?”

Michael Provence: That is a big question. The breathtaking arrogance of  
someone like Robert de Caix was evident in Washington 20 years ago—and six 
months ago, and even now. When you look into the archives, you see they did not 
understand much, but they also never questioned themselves—that took much 
longer, if  it came at all. The people making major decisions were deeply unin-
formed. De Caix became extremely wealthy by acquiring resources from Syria and 
Lebanon—mostly shares in what would become BP. The Middle Eastern empire 
works for some people, even if  it is a disaster for most—both there and here. We 
should not forget that.

Marie Brown: I believe one approach is to move beyond the idea that iden-
tity is singular. One of  my graduate advisors said, “Identities are not like hats. You 
can wear more than one.” If  we deemphasize independence as a primary political goal 
and move beyond viewing the nation-state as the primary sociopolitical frame-
work, then we open up new ways of  imagining community. That is the beauty of  
the humanities and liberal arts: inspiring conversations about different kinds of  
imaginative worlds.

Michael Provence: I agree with that. Our classrooms should prepare stu-
dents to embrace and understand others’ complex identities. Robert de Caix never 
accepted the idea that anyone could be more than what they claimed to be. It 
is a pervasive problem of  Orientalism and colonialism; Euro-Americans allow 
themselves fully nuanced, multi-faceted identities, but justify ruling the world by 
denying the same consideration to others.

Audience Member: How do you go about collecting stories in hard-to-reach 
places like Sudan or Greater Syria?

Marie Brown: I am shifting scholarly focus away from the traditional archive. 
My first book (2017), Khartoum at Night, treats the body as historical text and exam-
ines changing Sudanese women’s fashion and movements under British imperial 
rule. The Empire left us with cataloged archives, but they miss so much. Queer 
stories, Black stories, disabled stories—these are not in the archive. We need to 
open ourselves to other kinds of  sources.

Michael Provence: Absolutely. Imperial ethnographers were extremely eager 
to acquire knowledge. I enjoy exploring—I visit the strangest archives and muse-
ums I can find.
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Audience Member: Can we hear more about the Druze role in promoting 
unity and anti-sectarianism, from al-Atrash to Kamal Jumblatt?

Michael Provence: It is an inspiring tradition of  the Druze. Many in Leb-
anon still consider Kamal Jumblatt—and even Walid Jumblatt—an inspirational 
figure. Some call Walid the last honest Lebanese politician. He is still around.
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Abstract

This paper presents a critical reading of  Najat Abed Alsamad’s novel No Water 
To Quench Her Thirst through a feminist lens. It explores how the narrative centers 
maternal experience, challenges patriarchal structures, and reclaims the maternal 
body as a site of  resistance and identity. Drawing on theoretical frameworks, the 
analysis highlights the novel’s engagement with solitude, trauma, and embodied 
memory. The forum also reflects on the book’s reception in academic and literary 
circles, emphasizing its contribution to Arab literature and culture and its potential 
to reshape discourse on motherhood and gender in the Arab world. Importantly, 
the forum situates the novel within the context of  Druze society in Sweida, Syria, 
examining how its themes resonate with the lived experiences of  Druze women 
and contribute to broader conversations on gender, tradition, and autonomy with-
in minority communities in the Levant.

Keywords: Druze identity, Sweida, Arab feminist literature, motherhood and re-
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FROM THIRST TO VOICE 

The Conflict Between Love and Kinship: A Short 
Comparison between Najat Abed Alsamad’s No Water to 
Quench Her Thirst and Two Iraqi Songs of the 1970s, by 
Asaad Alsaleh  

Dr. Asaad Alsaleh's review offers a concise intermedial 
analysis that compares Najat Abed Alsamad’s No Water to 
Quench Her Thirst with two iconic Iraqi songs—Hussein 
Al‑Na‘ama’s “I Shall Not Leave My People” (Ma bīya a‘ūfn 
hali) and Fuad Salim’s “O Bird, Fate Lost Me” (Anā yā ṭayr 
ḍayya‘nī naṣībī)—to reveal a shared emotional structure in 
modern Arab expressive culture: the tension between filial 
belonging and individual desire. By moving between close 
listening and close reading, Alsaleh shows how both the novel 
and the songs create a drama of divided allegiance—where 
community norms, honor codes, and rural collectivities pull 
against the independent pursuit of romantic fulfillment. The 
review situates the 1970s Iraqi repertoire within a broader 
generational shift in song form—from traditional mawāla to a 
greater reliance on poetic lyrics—and traces the lives and 
performance contexts of key singers and songwriters to 
highlight their thematic connections to the novel’s plot and 
voice. 

In the novel’s world, the protagonist Hayat bint Marhij 
represents this division at a crucial turning point. Her marriage 
to her cousin Khalil is marked by the tear she fights to hide 
after Nasser disappears, signaling the beginning of tragedy—
marriage without love and the impossibility of changing an 
emotional path that has already been closed off. Alsaleh argues 
that the car‑ride scene and the intradiegetic presentation of the 
Syrian song “Natalie” (Hussam Tahsin Bek) serve as a parallel 
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sonic layer, making the song a narrative tool that echoes the 
archetype of lovers blocked by family opposition and social or 
cultural barriers. In this parallel, he highlights how the lyrics 
reflect the same conflict in the plot of Abed Alsamad’s novel: 
the inability to leave the family (“I shall not leave my people”), 
even as the heart yearns for the beloved. 

The second song, “O Bird, Fate Lost Me,” deepens the 
theme of ongoing disorientation (“I am torn: neither to my 
people, nor to my beloved…”), illustrating a poetics of drought 
and spiritual longing that reflects the novel’s central metaphor. 
Alsaleh argues that both artistic forms originate from rural 
Iraqi environments contemporary with the Syrian Druze 
setting of Sweida, allowing for a cross-regional comparison. In 
both settings, family traditions and collective honor codes 
regulate acceptable behaviors and emotional expression, while 
individual love seeks to cross forbidden boundaries amid social 
surveillance. Alsaleh thus interprets Abed Alsamad’s narrative 
within a broader Arab modernity in which song and story come 
together to explore a dialectic of belonging versus 
independence, tradition versus desire, and female subjectivity 
within patriarchal structures. 

By focusing on the shared themes of thirst and 
non‑return—the lover who ignites desire but leaves, the 
daughter unable to abandon family—Alsaleh’s comparative 
framework clarifies the novel’s emotional structure: that it is 
not just a personal romance but a symbol of socially influenced 
longing whose sonic counterparts—lament, refrain, and 
litany—continue to echo in the Arab cultural imagination. 
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An Interpretive Critical Reading of the Novel No Water 
to Quench Her Thirst, by Layal Abu Al-Ezz 

Abu al‑Azz offers a text-centered interpretive critique that 
starts from the novel’s thresholds (‘atabāt), namely the title and 
opening epigraph, viewing these paratexts as strategic sites that 
shape reader expectation and guide semantic meaning 
throughout the work. The title’s grammar— “(there is) No 
Water to Quench Her Thirst”—relies on the feminine pronoun, 
prompting the question: who is the ‘she’ that remains 
unquenched? The interpretation connects this pronoun to the 
novel’s opening statement (“To be a woman is pain…”), 
arguing that the female condition—experienced as deprivation, 
injury, and thirst—is the core referent. Abu al‑Azz then traces 
the constellation of female characters (Hayat, Dhahabiyya, 
Zayn al‑Muḥaḍḍar, Rajā’, and others) whose journeys 
highlight the structural violence of patriarchy: orphanhood and 
forced marriage; domestic assault and humiliation; punitive 
divorce and social exclusion; and the deadly policing of 
sexuality—whether through rape or love outside marriage.  

A second axis connects the pronoun with place—
specifically Jabal al‑‘Arab / Sweida—to illustrate how 
geographic drought (lack of rivers, reliance on limited rainfall, 
use of wells) supports the novel’s central metaphor. The land’s 
thirst and women’s thirst become intertwined conditions, 
linking environment and social structure within a single field 
of scarcity. From this perspective, the text’s ethnographic 
richness—rituals, domestic economies (milk churning and 
grain preparation), festive calendars (Cross Night), and storied 
madhāfāt (guesthouses adorned with copper platters, coffee 
pots, hanging swords)—provides cultural texture that grounds 
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the narrative while revealing the ideological framework of 
proverbs and songs that belittle girls and elevate sons. Abu 
al‑Azz interprets this collection of customs and speech as the 
discursive foundation of patriarchy, which normalizes 
violence, even pious violence, in everyday life. 

The analysis moves on to explore character dynamics, 
highlighting Hayat as a name that ironically contrasts with her 
reality—a “life” shaped by violence (her father’s belt), coercion 
(“wash his feet”), and humiliation (“we acquire you”), ending 
with her expulsion after her son Sultan reports her meeting 
with Nasser. Significantly, the essay emphasizes language and 
silence as indicators of pain’s experience: moments when 
speech turns into pure cry (“Where did they go?”), echoing 
theories that physical pain defies linguistic sharing. 
Throughout the narrative, epigraphs, in-text quotes, and 
intertextual windows create a polyphonic structure in which 
multiple voices challenge the idea of a single authoritative 
voice—an aspect Abu al‑Azz relates to broader discussions of 
heteroglossia and paratextuality. 

A final movement revisits Sweida’s heritage by highlighting 
Abed Alsamad’s meticulous curation of both material and 
immaterial cultural forms—such as beliefs, taboos, protection 
rituals, and marriage/divorce formulas—as both a tribute and 
a critique. Overall, Abu al‑Azz suggests that No Water to Quench 
Her Thirst serves as a mirror, revealing the region's conflicting 
emotional landscape: pride in endurance and tradition coexist 
with gender-based cruelty and emotional coldness. The novel’s 
success, she argues, lies in its ability to make readers feel the 
drought of water and love through a narrative that blends 
ethnographic accuracy with lyrical power. 
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Narrative Policies in the Novel No Water to Quench Her 
Thirst, by Khaled Hussein 

Hussein’s contribution analyzes the novel’s “narrative 
policies” as a double attack: first, a systematic dismantling of 
androcentric ideology and phallogocentric language, and 
second, the creation of a feminist discourse that expresses 
female being, desire, and pain within a religiously marked, 
socially closed space. He maps the socio‑textual field onto two 
main locations, Sweida and the village of Marj al‑Ka‘ūb, both 
of which extend toward distant points (Damascus, Beirut, 
Lagos, Brazil, Romania), thereby placing the local within a 
dispersed map. In this spatiotemporal framework, Hayat 
functions both as a character and as a narrator, while Najwa 
(Najat) appears through inserted papers that serve as 
counter‑discourse. A Bakhtinian multi‑voicedness that allows 
other registers to shed light on the story's shaded parts. 
Hussein highlights writing as an event, setting it apart from 
speech, and emphasizes the poetic density of the text, in which 
meaning is delayed, and darkness (semantic opacity) creates 
aesthetic “bewitchment.”  

He then arranges his analysis around four key themes. First: 
Femininity and pain. From the opening epigraph (“To be a 
woman is pain…”), the novel begins a semiotics of pain. 
Hussein lists scenes where bodily injury, domestic shame, and 
social exclusion define women’s experiences: the childhood 
wound (the brother’s push and the mother’s “bring good 
tidings”), the son’s internalization of patriarchal speech (“why 
do we acquire you then?”), and the violent breakup after 
divorce. By focusing on the narrative’s moments of linguistic 
failure, he emphasizes how pain destroys language or reduces 
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it to crying, thereby highlighting the limits of representation in 
the text’s discourse. 

Second: Male authority and its cruelty. Hussein interprets 
the father, Marhij Abu Shāl, and the husband, Khalil Abu Shāl, 
as symbols of authoritarianism, whose belts and insults 
(“beast”) demonstrate power by turning pain into proof of 
sovereignty. The routine discipline of daughters' forced 
marriage and the policing of sexuality serve as a home‑scale 
analogy to national political forms of domination. Even the 
mother, Dhahabiyya, appears as an agent reproducing 
patriarchal logic against her daughters, revealing the deep 
cultural layers of gender hierarchy. However, the essay also 
highlights counter‑images of men (Sālim al‑Akhewth, lawyer 
Fawzi, Nasser, and even Mamdūḥ’s flight) that complicate 
binary judgments and prevent the piece from collapsing into a 
totalizing anti‑male caricature. 

Third: Semiotics of passions. Confronting prohibition, the 
text creates small clearings where female desire speaks. 
Adolescent scenes of fantasy and autoeroticism, the reversal of 
expected gender roles with Wadi‘, and the long arc of love with 
Nasser, guarded above the belt (“preserving the under‑belt”) 
to protect future marriageability. Hussein argues that these 
episodes invert the culture’s script, exposing the fragility of 
masculine myths of initiative and control, while also illustrating 
the double bind of women’s desire—the need to feel and to 
remain “untouched” for the social economy of marriage. 

Fourth: The power of language. Finally, Hussein 
emphasizes the poetic quality of Abed Alsamad’s prose: 
repetitions (“I wait for you...”), vivid metaphors (“I roast on 

30



FROM THIRST TO VOICE 

coals of remorse”), and tactile aphorisms (“touch is the fingers 
of love”). For him, the novel’s use of diction and figurative 
richness do not just decorate the plot; they shape the reader’s 
emotional experience of drought and longing, turning the title 
into an ongoing promise with the text—no water will quench 
her—sometimes shifting to “no love will quench her,” as 
Hayat’s yearning remains in limbo between land without rivers 
and life without fulfillment. In this way, Hussein interprets the 
work as a lyric‑narrative that challenges the social and symbolic 
systems that keep women and place constantly parched. 

Response by the Book Author Najat Abed Alsamad 

The author’s remarks affirm a principled stance on literary 
reception: once a book is delivered to the publisher, it no 
longer belongs exclusively to its writer but to all readers who 
will query and contest it; such debate signals that the work 
succeeds in activating thought and aesthetic invention. Abed 
Alsamad situates No Water to Quench Her Thirst as the second in 
her sequence (following Lands of Exile), and articulates the 
genesis of the newer novel in her desire to render Sweida—a 
small, marginalized governorate in southern Syria—visible in 
its dual thirst: the material drought of scarce rainfall and absent 
state attention, and the immaterial thirst of love, dignity, and 
civic participation. 

Abed Alsamad connects the region’s historical 
contributions (notably to the Great Syrian Revolt of 1925) with 
recent forms of exclusion under the Assad regime and 
afterward, describing policies such as political sidelining, 
military rank ceilings, and economic instability. The narrative 
recounts the trauma of subsequent sectarian violence and 
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massacres against minorities (including Druze), sharing her 
own advocacy and documentation during the crisis; yet she 
distinguishes between activist outcry and fictional storytelling, 
promising to return to writing with calm, patience, and 
objectivity because art needs those qualities. 

Abed Alsamad frames her ongoing literary mission as 
twofold. First, to address the “other” beyond the Druze 
community by opening the doors of representation (her later 
work, Orphans of the Mountains, is presented as an invitation 
to read, understand, and dispel fear through knowledge). 
Second, to foster internal reform, especially regarding gender 
justice (inheritance, patriarchy, social fairness), so that the 
Druze community remains a distinct identity that promotes 
humanistic goals rather than sectarian isolation. She 
emphasizes the importance of translation, reading, and the arts, 
aiming for future circulation in foreign languages to bridge 
cultural gaps among people. The response concludes with an 
ethical program: extend a hand to others, demand reciprocal 
respect, and continue working to ensure the community does 
not drown in the machinery of masculinity or unjust traditions. 
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منتدى كتاب  
عبد . " منتدى كتاب'لا ماء یرویھا'ة لروایة من العطش إلى الصوت: مقاربات نقدیّ"

 . دار منشورات ضفافبیروت: .  لا ماء یرویھا .  2017. اة جن، الصمد 

 أسعد الصالح 
 جامعة إندیانا، بلومنجتون 

 لیال أبو العزّ 
 جامعة دمشق

 خالد حسین 
 باحث مستقلّ 

 نجاة عبد الصمد 
ة باحثة مستقلّ 

اقتراح الاقتباس:  

"من العطش  . 2026 .عبد الصمد نجاة  ، خالد حسین، لیال أبو العزّ ، أسعد ، الصالح
.  عبد الصمد، نجاة منتدى كتاب  ' لا ماء یرویھا' ة لروایة إلى الصوت: مقاربات نقدیّ 

  . 2ة الدراسات الدرزیّ مجلّة . لا ماء یرویھا. دار منشورات ضفاف. 2017
doi.org/10.17161/druze.2.24721 

This is the full Arabic version, following the English shortened 
version above. 

. اعلاهالنسخة الإنجلیزیة المختصرة تتبع  النسخة العربیة الكاملةھذه 
   rzeedan@ku.edu. س: د. رامي زیدانرئیس التحریر المؤسّ 
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صملخّ 

نقدیّتقدّ  قراءة  الورقة  ھذه  ماء  م  "لا  الصمد  عبد  نجاة  لروایة  ة 
". تستكشف الورقة كیف ترُكزّ الروایة على تجربة الأمومة، ھایروی

ة.كمكان للمقاومة والھویّ  ة، وتستعید جسد الأمّ ى البنى الأبویّوتتحدّ 
ة، یسُلّط التحلیل الضوء على تفاعل الروایة  إلى الأطر النظریّ  ا ستنادً ا

استقبالالمنتدى  دة. كما یناقش  مع الوحدة والصدمة والذاكرة المتجسّ 
ة، مُركزًّا على مساھمتھا في  ة والأدبیّ الروایة في الأوساط الأكادیمیّ

وقدرتھا على إعادة صیاغة الخطاب حول    ،ةالعربیّثقافة  والالأدب  
من ذلك، یضع المنتدى    . والأھمّ الأمومة والجندر في العالم العربيّ 

الدرزيّ  المجتمع  سیاق  في  السویداء،    الروایة  مُعاینًا  سوریةفي   ،
المعیشیّ التجارب  مع  مواضیعھا  تتناغم  الدرزیّكیف  للنساء  ات، ة 

والاستقلالیّ والتقالید  الجندر  حول  أوسع  حوارات  في  ةومُساھمةً 
 ات في بلاد الشام. داخل مجتمعات الأقلیّ

المفتاحیة: الدرزیّالھویّ  الكلمات  السویداء،  ة  النسويّ ة،  الأدب 
 رّبیة غنیة العالأ ،، الأمومة والمقاومة، النقد الأدبيّ العربيّ 
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والأھل"  الحب  یرویھا  بین  ماء  لا  روایة  بین  مقاربة  وأغنیتین  : 
 السبعینیاّت" بقلم أسعد الصالح من  عراقیَّتین

في   والروایة  الأغنیة  بین  التداخل  المقتضبة  الدراسة  ھذه  تتناول 
التعبیر الثقافيّ العربيّ الحدیث، مركزّةً على الانقسام الوجدانيّ بین  
الانتماء للأھل والرغبة في الابتعاد عنھم لتحقیق الارتواء العاطفيّ  

ھو مقارنة  ھنا  مع الحبیب غیر المرضيّ عنھ اجتماعی�ا. الإطار العامّ  
ماء   (لا  الصمد  عبد  نجاة  المعاصرة  السوریّة  الكاتبة  روایة  بین 

عراقیتّین وأغنیتین  السبعینیّات  یرویھا)،  جیل  أعوفن    من  بیھّ  "ما 
نصیبي  یا طیر ضیعّني  و"أنا  الأعمال  .ھلي."  ھذه  المشترك في   "

السردیّة والصوتیةّ ھو عرض التجربة الإنسانیّة الممزّقة بین العائلة  
 والحبّ، وبین استشعار الرغبة واحترام التقالید.  

في سیاق الأغنیة العراقیّة خلال حقبة السبعینیّات، برز جیل  
من بین مقارنة بمن سبقھم.    من المطربین الذین شكلّوا محطةًّ نوعیةّ

ھؤلاء أسماء  أبرز  جانب  إلى  سالم،  وفؤاد  نعمة  أخرى  حسین 
والعربیة  العراقیة  الغنائیة  الذاكرة  في  أحمد   محفورة  ریاض  مثل 

وقحطان العطّار ومائدة نزھت وسعدون جابر والیاس خضر. تمیزّ  
المتنوّعة   الشعریةّ  القصیدة  یعتمد على  جدید  لون  بغناء  الجیل  ھذا 

الموّال.  على  الاعتماد  من  (موالید    1بدلاً  نعمة  حسین  أغنیة  في 
بعنوان "ما بيَّ أعوفن ھلي"    1973) المسجّلة تلفزیونی�ا عام  1944

والتي لحّنھا محسن فرحان وألفّھا الشاعر الغنائيّ ماجد الغزّي، نجد 
الغزّي مشرّدًا في  حیاة  بعدًا مأساوی�ا في حالة التألیف نفسھ. انتھت  

"میحانة.. قصّة الحب العراقیّة الخالدة في طرب   ،المرشد، أحمد 1
.  2019یونیو  28صدى العرب، بتاریخ " ما بین النھرین

elarab.com/153085-https://www.sada    
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بعدما قیل عن تأثرّه بقصّة حبّ فاشلة في   1985شوارع بغداد عام 
  2. العاصمة العراقیةجنوب العراق وانتقالھ للعیش المضطرب في 

ثنائیّة الانتماء للأھل والحنین إلى  "ما بيَّ أعوفن ھلي"  نجدُ في  
ھذا التوتر   یبدأ.  للتوترّ الدراميّ   مركزیاً المحبوب بوصفھا محرّكًا  

بموّال قصیر یرسخّ مكانة الأھل في وجدان المتكلمّ: "ھلي ویاكم یلذّ  
العیش ویطیب / نسایمكم تداوي الجرح ویطیب / ھلي منكم تعلمّت 

تقدّم ھذه الافتتاحیّة   الوفا والطیب / ھلي یا ھلال مضایف والدلال." 
صورة مجتمع ریفيّ یسوده الانسجام بین أفراده، ویشكّل فیھ الانتماء  
ذات   نفسھا  الأھل  "نسائم"  تغدو  حتىّ  للسكینة والاعتزاز،  مصدرًا 

. غیر أنّفي وعي المتكلم الذي ھو أنثى  قدرة على مداواة الجراح
ا المشھد  إلى  ھذا  الحبیب  دخول  عند  یتصدّع  ما  سرعان  لمثاليّ 

قرار الفتاة   ، عن العنوانكما  ،. تعبرّ اللازمة الغنائیّةالفضاء الغنائي
ضمن رومانسیة    أنثویّة  تجربة  إلى  دالّة  إحالة  في  بعدم ترك الأھل

یترافق انتقال المتكلمّ من فضاء الجماعة إلى    .ذكوریةّ  اجتماعیة  بنیة
فضاء العاطفة الفردیّة مع صراع وتمزّق، وھذا ما نجده مصاحبًا  

.أیضاً  لشخصیّات الروایة

في الأغنیة لا تستطیع الفتاة ترك الأھل في سبیل الحبّ الفرديّ.  
كما في الروایة، ھناك عتب على عدم الوفاء وعلى الھجر الذي جعل  
الصبر   حد  لَوین  ورحت...  "یالواعدتني  ضیاع.  حالة  في  القلب 

العمر  \ اقضي  یمك  ولا  لھلي...  آني  لا  ضاع    \محتار  یاوسفھ 
یاھو الیدوره ویاي."    …نسیتھ ھنا قلبي\والود تبدل ھجر  …الوفى

بدأ العلاقةالشدید  تنتھي الأغنیة بالعتب   وأطلق    على الحبیب الذي 
تسعر\ولم ینُھِھا: "بس ولعونھ ومشوا... حق العرفناھم  شرارة الحب 

 انظر: جبار الغزّي. برنامج سیرة من بلادي.   2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rthIPDVv

xo&t=13s    
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نیران فرقاھم   لیلھ وھجرھا القمر... روحي بلیاھم."  \ولاتنطفي... 
في الأغنیة ھناك الانتقال من البدایة المفرحة والواعدة بالانتماء إلى  
الأھل كحیزّ قبليّ وعائليّ یدعو للفخر بھم إلى الحیزّ النفسيّ الفردانيّ  

 الروح كأنھّا قد فارقت الجسد.  تغدو فیھ الخاصّ حیث  

تضعنا الروایة    عندما تزوّجت حیاة بنت مرھج بابن عمّھا خلیل
الزواج التي تجعل من  المكررة  المآسي  ھل ھو  — أمام مأساة من 

الأقارب   المصالح  —  بالذات؟زواج  فیھ  تتداخل  فاشلاً  مشروعاً 
الحب   ھو  الحالة  ھذه  وراء  الكامن  السبب  العواطف.  فیھ  وتتنافر 
الناشئ في فترة المراھقة وھو ما یتم تكثیفھ بشكل رومنسي وربما  
الأفئدة   حبیس  یبقى  العائلة  عن  المستور  العشق  ھذا  واقعیة.  بغیر 

تعطیھ   الروایة  ولكن  التقلیدي،  الزواج  طوق  عالیاً  ضمن  صوتاً 
آذان صاغیة.    ، الكبتیصرخ في وجھ   دون  ر  ولكن  الروایة  تصُوَّ

إلى بیت الزوجیةّ عبر مشھدٍ مكثفّ تختزلھ دمعة تنحدر   ة حیاةرحل
خدّھا الحب    حیاةُ   تقول  .على  سببھا  بدمعة  المختزلة  دموعھا  عن 

) بھذا 22"وكم جاھدتُ لأحبسھا منذ اختفى ناصر." (ص    :والشوق
تسُت بیت    مأساویةعاد  المشھد  إلى  الجسديّ  الانتقال  ویصبح  الفقد، 

: زواج بلا حبّ، وقطیعة  المعاناةالزوجیّة انتقالاً سردی�ا نحو بدایة  
. تصویر الدمعة عاطفیةّ مع الحبیب لا تملك حیاة أن تغیرّ مسارھا

حیث   الأنثویة،  وتفاعلھا مع شخصیاتھا  الكاتبة  على حساسیة  یدل 
أكثر   تعطي أولویة التعاطف لتلك الشخوص المكبوتة ربما روائیاً 
منھن اجتماعیاً وربما العكس، بل ربما في توازن لا یقدر علیھ إلا  

الروائي المنغمس في مجتمعھ والمطلع على خفایاه.  

یدخل عنصر الغناء في الروایة من خلال مشھد السیاّرة التي  
الحكایة   انطفاء  اكتمال  یعني  ذلك  لأنّ  تصل،  أن  حیاة  ترغب  لا 

تسُتحضر الأغنیة    في ھذا السیاقالأولى، أي حكایة قلبھا مع ناصر.  
الروایة وبلفتة بارعة أغنیة  بوصفھا طبقة سردیةّ موازیة، فتستدعي 

37



ALSALEH ET AL. DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025 

قصّة حبٍّ واقعیّة من  سوریة مشھورة. تعبر ھذه الأغنیة نفسھا عن 
الفنّان السوريّ حسام   بین  الفنّیّة السوریةّ: العلاقة الشھیرة  الذاكرة 

) بیك  تلك  -1941تحسین  ونتالي،  الجورجیّة  الفتاة  )  الغریبة 
(قبل أن تتزوّجھ وتعیش معھ  . كانت نتالي المنحدرة من عائلة ملكیّة

صارم   رفضھ رغم  إلى كتابة ھذه السطور) تعیش قصّة حبّ مع
عائلتھا.  قبل  العاطفيّ   3من  الصراع  ھذا  الأغنیة  كلمات  :تختصر 

عین، تشوفك  ما  خبارا…  قطعت   ناتالي 
كما في حالة حیاة، تحكي الأغنیة مرارة الحبّ    4قالولي بعیدة سفار." 

حین یقف الأھل سد�ا في وجھ العاشقین. غیر أنّ قصّة نتالي تعكس 
ابنة حقبة سوفییتیّة  ھي    نتاليأیضًا أبعادًا اجتماعیّة وسیاسیةّ أوسع، ف

شابّ  تحمل  و من  الزواج  جعلت  وثقافیّة  طبقیّة  تصوّرات  عائلتھا 
عربيّ أمرًا مرفوضًا. ھذه الاعتبارات تدخل في صمیم الواقع الذي  

الروایة والأغاني الأھل والحبیب   العراقیة.     تعكسھ  بین  الانقسام 
یصبح حالة عاطفیة تتعدى الأنماط الفنیة وتتداخل مع الواقع والخیال  

للاتحّاد  الأدبي سفره  أثناء  نتالي  على  تعرّف  بعدما  أنھّ  یرُوى   .

سبتمبر 24، عنب بلدي ،"حسام تحسین بیك.. عاشق نتالي" 3
2019  .

https://www.enabbaladi.net/296052/%D8%AD
-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%85

D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%%
-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%83-68
-D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B4%D9%82%

D9%86%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%%
A/8   :2025نوفمبر   30(تمّ الدخول .( 

وعلى أثر ما حدث معھ عاش فترة حزن كبیرة وكتب في ھذه   4
الفترة بالتحدید أغنیة "ناتالي" وغنّاھا بصوتھ وبثُتّ على أثیر  

إذاعة دمشق، وعندما سمعتھا ناتالي ھربت من أھلھا وأتت إلى  
 سوریة وتزوّجت من تحسین بیك. 
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عمیقًا،  حزنًا  بیك  تحسین  حسام  عاش  أھلھا،  ورفض  السوفییتيّ 
التي بُثتّ على إذاعة دمشق. حین   ناتالي"وخلالھ كتب وغنّى أغنیة 

 5سمعتھا نتالي، تركت أھلھا وعادت إلى سوریا حیث تزوّجت منھ. 
موازیًا   صوتاً  وخارجھا،  الروایة  داخل  الأغنیة،  تصبح  وھكذا 
لصراع الحبّ مع البنُى العائلیّة والاجتماعیةّ، سواء في قصّة حیاة  
مع خلیل، أو في قصّة تحسین بیك مع نتالي، أو في الحالة الغنائیّة  

 والاجتماعیّة العراقیّة.   

سالم   فؤاد  للمطرب  زماني"  ضیعّني  طیر  یا  "أنا  أغنیة  تعُدّ 
تمازج العواطف وتعبیرًا مكثفًّا  2013–1946( ) مثالاً آخر على 

مع   الوجدانيّ  الاستقرار  عدم  من  الناتج  الروحيّ  الظمأ  حالة  عن 
ھذه الأغنیة مثالاً واضحًا على استلھام  عتبرُ الأھل أو مع الحبیب. تُ 

الأغنیة الحدیثة للتراث الغنائيّ الشعبيّ، إذ تعود جذور نصّھا إلى  
الأغنیة العراقیّة التقلیدیّة «وَلكَْ یا غراب میل عن طریجي». وقد 
أبرز   أحد  السماويّ،  صبحي  سعد  العراقيّ  الشاعر  كلماتھا  صاغ 

الغنائيّ   النصّ  بنیة  في  القرن  المجدّدین  سبعینیّات  منذ  العراقيّ 
مھ الملحن محمّد جواد أموري بأسلوب الماضي. أمّا التلحین فقد قدّ 

لحنی�ا   أفقًا  لھ  وفتح  للنصّ،  الموسیقیةّ  الحساسیةّ  تشكیل  أعاد  جدید 
تم غناء   6مغایرًا عن صیغتھ التراثیّة الأولى التي اتسّمت بالبساطة. 

 ".حسام تحسین بیك وحكایتھ مع زوجتھ السوفییتیّة نتالي  5
Syria In. ن.د. Archived at: Wayback Machine. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20200910194731/
-https://syria

n.com/?page=4&click=3&cat_id=30&id=8637i 
 ). 2025نوفمبر   15(تمّ الدخول: 

انظر مقابلة مع المؤلّف: “فنجان الصباح. الشاعر الغنائيّ (سعد  6
صبحي السماويّ)."  
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نغم  الفنّيّ  الأغنیة لأوّل مرّة بصوت مطربة مغمورة تحمل الاسم 
محمّد قبل أن تختفي عن الساحة الغنائیّة، ثمّ توالى عدد من المطربین  
على أدائھا، غیر أنھّا اقترنت في الذاكرة السمعیةّ العراقیّة بصوت  
المطرب فؤاد سالم الذي أسھم أداؤه الممیزّ في ترسیخ حضورھا  

 .الواسع وانتشارھا

تقدّم الأغنیة بنیة وجدانیةّ تقوم على ثنائیّة الانتماء إلى الأھل  
الضیاع   من  أفقٍ  تتشكّل ضمن  ثنائیة  وھي  الحبیب،  إلى  والحنین 
الممتدّ الذي یشكّل الحدَّ الفاصل بین المحبوبین والنسیج الاجتماعيّ  

 :الذي ینتمي إلیھ المتكلمّ

حرت لاني لھلي ولاني   أنا یا طیر ضیعّني نصیبي 
 لحبیبي 

 أحن مرة لھلي ومرات أحن لیك
 حرت ما بین أنسى وبین ألاكیك
 وأطیر ویّھ الھوا لو یمر طاریك 
 وأضمّك ماي من أعطش حبیبي 

 مرّة حلم بالروح یا ھواي 
 أنا بلیاك وردة مفارگة الماي 

تكاد ھذه الصور الشعریةّ تجمع بین موضوعات ومعاناة أغنیة "ما  
بيَّ أعوفن ھلي" المنتمیة ھي الأخرى إلى الفضاء الشعوريّ ذاتھ  
من حیث التوترّ بین حضور الأھل ونداء الحبیب، غیر أنّ كلّ أغنیة  

.تعید تشكیل ھذا التوترّ عبر مخیلّة غنائیّة مغایرة

تنتمي الأغنیتان إلى البیئة الریفیّة العراقیّة في سبعینیاّت القرن  
بیئة المجتمع الدرزيّ في جنوب   تنبثق الروایة من  العشرین، فیما 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vResoyV3
498   
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الفنّیَّین تحضر  قیم  بقوة  سوریة في فترةٍ متقاربة. في كلا الشكلین 
تجاوزھا   یعُدّ  والتي  الجماعیة،  بالعادات  المتمثلّة  العائليّ  الانتماء 
تھدیدًا للشرف وخروجًا عن الأعراف، في مقابل الرغبة في التحرّر  
نحو   الاندفاع  باختیار  الفردیةّ  العاطفة  على  المفروضة  القیود  من 

و  وفي   عدمالحبیب  العائلة.  فلك  في  یتجسدّ    كلا  البقاء  الحالتین، 
والكیان   والمرأة  والعرف،  والذات  والجماعة،  الفرد  بین  الصراع 
الحبّ   إلى  رمزی�ا  تتشارك عطشًا  نصوصٍ  في  السلطويّ،  العائليّ 

 والانعتاق. 

 لیال أبو العزّ  بقلم"لا ماء یرویھا"  لروایةِ ةٌ ةٌ تأویلیّ قراءةٌ نقدیّ 

ص على  ا سحریة على حیاة الشعوب والأمم، یتلصَّ یمتثل الأدب عینً 
یسترقّ  ھمسھم،  وعلى  الناس،  حیاة  ثقافتھم مادّ   ضجیج  من  تھ 

عاداتھم  ومن  وأحزانھم،  أفراحھم  ومن  العیش،  في  وطرائقھم 
وتقالیدھم، ویخوض في صمیم تفاصیل حیواتھم، ما ظھر منھا وما  

ما   سكُِ صُرِّ خفي،  وما  بھ  على  ح  فیھا  یصعب  إلى درجة  ت عنھ، 
 ص أحدھما من الآخر. خلِّ ز بین السرد والواقع، أو أن یُ میِّ القارئ أن یُ 

فعلی� ینطبق  ما  للروائیّ ھذا  یرویھا"  ماء  "لا  روایة  على  ةا 
نُ السوریّ أن  المقام  ھذا  نبتغي في  إذ  الصمد،  عبد  نجاة  م رؤیة  قدِّ ة 

تأویلیّ نقدیّ تلفُّ ة  حول    ة  یلفُّ   بؤرةخیوطھا  الذي  بدوره  العنوان، 
القراءة نحو الفاتحة    جھتتّ لا تلبث أن    خیوطھ حول حدود السرد، ثمّ 

ات الروایة، ولا سیما  لات شخصیّ إلى رصد تحوّ ة، وصولاً یّالنصّ 
ة التي علت صرختھا صرخة العطش إلى الحیاة، ات الأنثویّالشخصیّ

، وإلى الاكتمال بالآخر، فكانت الروایة مرآة صافیة تنبثق  وإلى الحبّ 
الشرقيّ  المجتمع  المتھالكة في  الشاحبة  الأنثى  ، ةً عامّ   منھا صورة 

 . ةً خاصّ   والمجتمع الدرزيّ 
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إلى العطش الجغرافيّ   سینعطف الحدیث عن العطش الأنثويّ   ثمّ 
للمكان الذي دارت أحداث الروایة على أرضھ، أي على    الطبیعيّ 

محافظة السویداء. ھذه الأرض التي تفتقر إلى    –أرض جبل العرب  
ھا تفتقر إلى الماء. فقد استبدّمات العیش واستمرار الحیاة، لأنّ مقوّ   أھمّ 

المطر،  بخل السماء وشحّ من  الناتج  المحلّ بھذه البقعة من الأرض، 
تأوّ كثیرً  عت للسماء أفواه الشیوخ والعجائز  ضرَّ تا و ھت عطشً ا ما 

طلبً  ھذه والأطفال  أبناء  ذاكرة  في  محفورة  طقوس  في  للغیث  ا 
 المنطقة. 

 7وكما جاء في القرآن الكریم: ﴿جعلنا من الماء كلَّ شيءٍ حيّ﴾
مات استمرار   الروایة تصرخ صرخة المحروم من أھمّ   ، نجد أنّ  مقوِّ

، أم الماء بالمعنى  الحیاة/ العیش، سواء أكان المقصود الماء الطبیعيّ 
 . احتیاجات الكائن البشريّ  الذي یعبرِّ عن كلّ  المجازيّ 

عةالمُشرَّ ة عبر نوافذ الروایة ا سترى ھذه القراءة النقدیّوأخیرً 
الروائیّ جھدت  الذي  العرب،  جبل  تراث  على  على  مشكورة  ة 

و الدینیّاستعراض  استحضاره  والاجتماعیّ تقالیده  وطقوسھ  ة  ة، 
 ة، وأمثالھ السائرة. ة والشجیّة الحماسیّة، وأغانیھ الشعبیّالخاصّ 

 :8ة یّ : عتبة العنوان: ما بین العنوان والفاتحة النصّ لاً أوّ 

ل العنوان العتبة الأولى التي تستقبل القارئ، فتغویھ وتغریھ  یمثّ 
بإتمام القراءة، وتقوده في رحلة القراءة إلى خیوط السرد التي تلتمّ 

مفرداتھ،   في  أھمیّما  جمیعھا  بمدى  ومكانتھ  یوحي  العنوان،  ة 

 . ]30الآیة  -[سورة الأنبیاءالقرآن الكریم،  7
للاستزادة حول أھمیّة دراسة العتبات الموازیة للنصّ الأدبيّ یُنظر:    8

جینیت، عتبات (جیرار جینیت من النصّ إلى المناص)،  جیرار
للعلوم  العربیةّ  الدار  بیروت،  بلعابد،  الحقّ  عبد  ترجمة: 

 . 2008،  1ناشرون، الجزائر، منشورات الاختلاف، ط
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نا نصطدم ببنیتھ  لنا العنوان، فإنّ ة في بنیة الروایة. فإذا حلّ ستراتیجیّالإ
على  ة القائمة على استخدام "لا" النافیة للجنس، واسمھا المبنيّ النحویّ

ن من فعل مضارع  نصب، وجملة الخبر التي تتكوّ   الفتح في محلّ 
جوازً  و"ھا" ضمیر  وفاعل مستتر  الماء،  إلى  عائد  "ھو"  تقدیره  ا 

نصب مفعول بھ عائد إلى   في محلّ   صل المبنيّ ث الغائب المتّ المؤنّ 
اسم/ شيء مجھول، وھنا تكمن الإثارة، ویشتغل التشویق، إذ یتساءل  
تنفي جنس الماء؟ من أو ما التي لیس لدیھا ماء  القارئ: عن من 

 یرویھا؟ 

ا عن جواب، فیصطدم  ھنا یخوض القارئ مغامرة القراءة بحثً 
ة جاء فیھا: "أن تكوني امرأة، یّفي الصفحة التالیة بفاتحة نصّ   مباشرةً 

مین، ة، وحین تصیرین حبیبة تتألّ مین حین تصیرین صبیّھذا ألم. تتألّ 
أم�  تصیرین  أن  وحین  ھو  الأرض  ھذه  على  یطاق  لا  ما  ولكن  ا. 

 . )5(ص:  ھا"تكوني امرأة لم تعرف ھذه الآلام كلّ 

الضمیر "ھا"   ة یومئ بأنّ یّالفاتحة النصّ  العنوان بنصّ  ربطَ  إنّ 
بالحرمان/ بالظمأ/  یعود إلى المرأة/ الأنثى المحكومة قدرً  بالألم/  ا 

بالافتقار إلى الآخر/ الرجل، فھا ھي الروایة تصدح بصرخة المرأة 
ق في رحمھا  ، الماء الذي یتدفّ العطشى إلى ماء الرجولة/ ماء الحبّ 

 ونشوة واكتمال برجل یحتویھا بعاطفتھ قبل جسده.  في لحظة حبّ 

 ات:ا: ما بین العنوان والشخصیّ ثانیً 

عوالم   في  والخوض  الروایة،  عالم  على  الانفتاح  یكشف 
ة التي من المحتمل  ات الأنثویّات، علاقة العنوان بالشخصیّالشخصیّ

ةا عنھا، إذ ترسم لنا الروایة نماذج نسائیّرً أن یكون الضمیر "ھا" معبّ
ة البطلة  لھا شخصیّعة لملامح الأنثى في مجتمعنا، وأوّ مختلفة ومتنوّ 

ایھ، ونقیضً ا للحیاة، وللدور الذي تؤدّ"حیاة"، التي جاء اسمھا نقیضً 
الحقیقیّ ونقیضً لحیاتھا  النصّ ة،  الفاتحة  ولدلالة  العنوان،  لدلالة  ة، یّ ا 
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ةضحیّ  د أن تظلّ ھا تتعمّ ا للحیاة التي تشتھیھا وتحلم بھا، وكأنّ ونقیضً 
 الحرمان/ الظمأ الذي تعاني منھ.  على الرغم من كلّ 

ة فيقة معیبة منفیّ ة التي تنتھي حیاتھا امرأة مطلّ ھذه الشخصیّ
أمّ  بقرار من  أھلھا،  بیت  أسفل  الكرش  تربّغرفة  التي  تھا، وھي 

ت لتلقىشبّ  على العنف والضرب على ید أبیھا منذ كانت طفلة، ثمّ 
ید زوجھا بعد أسبوع واحد من زواجھا، لأنّ  نفسھ على  ھاالمصیر 

رفضت أن تغسل لھ رجلیھ على عادة نساء قریتھا، وھي التي وقفت  
امكسورة الجناح ذلیلة مھانة أمام ابنھا سلطان الذي كبر وصار عونً 

ھا لحظة طردھا من المنزل:  ھ، فتقول في سرّ ى على أمّ لأبیھ، حتّ 
سرر أولادي تندمل في بطونھم، وتطمس ذاكرة حنینھم إلى یت رأ"

، )237(  ما لم یُشبعھم حلیبي فلم تنعقد بیننا براعم العاطفة"دفئي. ربّ
ة عاطفةفلا عجب أن دفعھا سلطان نحو الدرج، فسقطت من دون أیّ 

 بینھما أو إشفاق علیھا. 

ضت ھي الأخرى  حیاة، التي تعرّ   ة" أمّ ة "ذھبیّ وھناك شخصیّ
إن جرّ  وما  الحبّ للیتم،  وزُوّ حتّ   بت  یولد،  أن  قبل  وئد  بابنى  جت 

غصبً عمّ  لأنّ ھا  عنھا  بلیا  طمع  ثمّ راتھ  للفضیحةتعرّ   ھا،  ضت 
ى عنفھ وضربھ بسبب  والافتراء، وقضت حیاتھا تخدم زوجھا، وتتلقّ 

جعلھا ناقمة على نفسھا وعلى بناتھا الأربع، وانتھت  ما  وغیر سبب،  
 ممدوح.  كبرحیاتھا بخیبة أملھا بابنھا الأ

ة "زین المحضر"، التي ابتلیت بالطلاق  فنا على شخصیّكما تعرّ 
الدیّ أنّ من زوجھا سلامة  الرغم من  تحبّان، على  ھ وقد صبرت  ھا 

إلاّ  منھ  كان  فما  معھا،  وتقصیره  زھده  طلّ على  أن  لحظة    في  قھا 
رغضب، فخرجت من بیتھا، ومن حارتھا، وتركت ولدیھا بقلب یتفطّ 

 ). 100(ص:  احزنً 
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مرویّ من  كثیرة  حكایات  الروایة  استعرضت  المدینة  وقد  ات 
السریّ السریّ وشدیدة  إطار  ة  خارج  أحببن  أو  اغتصبن،  لفتیات  ة، 

بالقتل، أو بالإجبار على زواج غیر مرضٍ    الزواج، فانتھت حیاتھنّ 
ة، فحاولت الروایة فضح ھذه الجرائم المخفیّر على فضیحتھنّ للتستّ 

 في ذاكرة المجتمع. 

عانت فیھ المرأة في    حدّ   ھذه الوقفات السریعة تكشف إلى أيّ 
، لوجود الرجل/ الأب/ الأخ/ الحبیب/  ھذا المجتمع من العطش للحبّ 

قة للشعور بأنوثتھا، الزوج/ الابن إلى جانبھا، ومن حاجتھا المتحرّ 
 ومشاعرھا الرقیقة، وجبر خاطرھا الذي طالما كُسر. 

 ا: ما بین العنوان والمكان: ثالثً 

سابقً   إنّ  إلیھ  ذھبنا  الذي  العنوان  التأویل  مفردات  بین  ینعقد  ا 
ز فسننتقل إلى حقل آخر تنعقد ا في ھذا الحیّات الروایة، أمّ وشخصیّ

أحداث   احتضن  الذي  والمكان  العنوان  بین  الدلالة  أواصر  فیھ 
عتمحافظة السویداء، التي تربّ  – الروایة، أي منطقة جبل العرب  

ة، ة بین أبطال الروایة، لطالما حظیت باھتمام الروائیّ بطلة محوریّ 
البازلتیّ وحجارتھا  وعمارتھا  وتضاریسھا،  أوصافھا  ةوذكرت 

الشاھدة   الخالدة  وآثارھا  ومرتفعاتھا  وكرومھا،  وسھولھا  السوداء، 
على تعاقب حضارات كثیرة علیھا من یونان ورومان وأنباط وعرب  

حظّ  للمكان  یكون  لا  كذلك  والحال  فكیف  العنوان،   مسلمین،  من 
أنّ ولاسیّ لالمق  ما  المنسوبة  الدین    لصوفيّ ولة  عربيمحیي  :ابن 

علیھ"،   ل  یعُوَّ یُؤنَّث لا  الذي لا  أولى   أنّ   یعنيما  "المكان  المكان 
إلىلذلك ذھبنا إلى أن لا ماء یرویھا تعود  من التذكیر، و  بالتأنیث 
 السویداء. مدینة 

ھذه المنطقة محكومة    یحتمل العنوان ھذا التأویل من جھة أنّ 
، فجاء في الروایة: "لیس  ا بالعطش/ الجفاف/ المحلّ ا وجغرافی�طبیعی�
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راھا نھر دائم الجریان یدغدغ أرضھا، ولا بحیرة  في السویداء ولا قُ 
خیر أرضھا مرتھن    وأنّ   ،ة، ولا ینابیع تفور من بطن الأرضطبیعیّ

 ). 132(ص:   "جود سمائھال

البدیل في الوقت الحاضر حفر الآبار، ولذلك   ولذلك كان الحلّ 
ثت الروایة عن عمل "خلیل" المربح في حفر الآبار واستخراج  تحدّ 

 ة للماء.الزرع والأھل الماسّ إلى حاجة ا ة، نظرً المیاه الجوفیّ

وقد كثرت الإضاءات على سنوات العطش التي عایشھا أھل  
حتّ  الشیوخ  السویداء،  الأجاوید/  یحمل  أن  إلى  الأمر  بھم  ى وصل 

وینتقلو الوعظ  آخربھا    اطاسات  إلى  بیت  الوعظ    ،من  أجل  من 
لعلّ  الدعوات  وفي    وتكثیف  بالغیث،  علیھم  ویمنّ  یستجیب  الله 

یشُھر العطش أنیابھ فیجُبر الرجل على أن یستبدل  السویداء أیضً  ا 
 ). 132(ص:  ببارودتھ أو بفرسھ شربة ماء

أرض   إلى  عائدة  "ھا"  تكون  أن  كذلك  والحال  عجب  فلا 
السویداء، التي تفتقر ھي الأخرى، مثل أھلھا وناسھا ونسائھا، إلى 

ویمدّ  ویرویھا  یحییھا  بمقوّ ما  وكأنّ ھا  العیش،  الاستمرار في   مات 
 العطش قدر ھذا المكان وقدر أھلھ. 

 : اللاماديّ  ا: "لا ماء یرویھا" مثقلة بالتراث الشعبيّ رابعً 

ةخطبوطیّ اتھا الأبات الروایة التي تأخذنا عبر سردیّتدھشنا تشعّ 
ي، فتبدو مفعمة واللامادّ   يّ إلى صور من تراث جبل العرب المادّ 

الجدّ  وبأصوات  التراث  وخلاصة  برائحة  الأجداد  ووصایا  ات 
شعبیّ أغانٍ  ترنیمات  على  القارئ  فیقع  للحیاة،  ورؤاھم  ةتجاربھم 

 ة. ة وحزینة وغزلیّحماسیّ

أیّ مدار  على  كثیرة  طقوس  الأیّوتطالعنا  مثل  السنة،  امام 
اللبن   المستقرضات في آذار، ومقارضة الحلیب بین النسوة، وخضّ 
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لتأمین مؤونة اللبن والكثا والسمن، وأربعاء البارقة لقطف الحدندوق  
والدحنون، وسلق البیض في خمیس البیضات، وسلق القمح وجرشھ  
لتأمین البرغل، وتطبیع المقبایة، وذبح الخروف المعلوف في لیلة  

أیّ  27الصلیب   وصوم  الأضحى أیلول،  عید  قبل  العُشر  (ص:    ام 
جر العروس بعد أسبوع من زفافھا، وزیارة  أة  ، وردّ )102 -101

بھم، أو لطلب الذریّمقامات الأولیاء الصالحین للتبرّ  ة أو لطلب  ك 
تحدّ كما  عمّ الرزق،  یمیّثت  ولاسیّا  العرب،  جبل  مضافات  ماز 

المعلّ  والسیوف  القھوة،  ودلال  الأحجام،  النحاس مختلفة  قة مناسف 
 ). 85(ص:  في صدر المضافة

ا من المعتقدات والخرافات الدارجة  استعرضت الروایة كثیرً و
ي إلى ظھور ثآلیل في  صبع یؤدّ بالإ  النجوم لیلاً   في الجبل، مثل عدّ 

ید میت   الید، ویكون علاجھا بوضع خیط أسود فیھ ألف عقدة في 
(ص:    ایومً  40بعد    الثآلیلتختفي    سوفخلسة عن عیون الناس، و

69 .( 

لكیفیّ  دقیق  ذكر  بالتفصیلوھناك  القران  عقد  ،)20(ص:    ة 
ة، وكیفیّ)100(ص:   ة الطلاق بجملة واحدة "اقفي من قبالي"وكیفیّ

ل حفاظةدرء الحسد والعین عن النفساء ومولودھا، وذلك بوضع أوّ 
البابملوّ  عتبة  تحت  بالبراز  إلى  )110(ص:    ثة  كثیر  وغیرھا   ،

عارفً  الروایة  قراءة  بعد  القارئ  فیھا  یخرج  ھذه  درجة  بتراث  ا 
تفكیرھم، ونظام حیاتھم، وقسوة  المنطقة، وعادات أھلھا، وطریقة 

 طباع الناس، وأغانیھم وأمثالھم وخرافاتھم.

ة التي تعكس تحجیم الأنثى،  كما زخرت الروایة بالأمثال الشعبیّ 
نذكر على سبیل المثال: "ربّوالنظرة الدونیّ بیغنیك، ة لھا،  ي ابنك 

(ص:    " ، "ابنك إلك، وبنتك لغیرك)185(ص:    ي بنتك بتخزیك"وربّ
للأساس")،  185 الرجعة  ولا  الرصاص   ،)104(ص:    "طخ 

47



ALSALEH ET AL. DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2025 

الشعبیّ علي  والأغنیة  استعجل  ولادو/  یخلیلو  الله  لابوي  "قولوا  ة: 
   ، وغیرھا كثیر.)21(ص:  من بلادو" وأطلعني

وسھولھا  أخیرً  بجبلھا  السویداء،  بعبق  الروایة  ھذه  تعبق  ا 
البازلتیّولجّ  حجارتھا  بصلابة  بجفاف اتھا،  المقفرة،  بطرقاتھا  ة، 

مناخھا، وجفاف قلوب أھلھا، بقسوة طباع رجالھا، ونسائھا أخوات  
مت الروایة ما في ھذه البیئة من تناقضات، وما فیھا الرجال، لذا قدّ 

ر الناس بالطبیعة القاسیة، وما یطغى على ھذا وذاك من جمال  من تأثّ 
 المكان، وجمال تراثھ وحضارتھ. 

 خالد حسین بقلم سَیاَساَتُ السَّرد في روایة "لا ماء یرویھا"  " 

الكلام [...أمّ  یغدو  حیث  الكتابة  تبدأ  معزول:  وحید،  فھو  الكاتب  ا 
9. لھ] رولان بارتا لا إمكان لتحمّ عنیدً 

رولان بارت: الكتاّب، المثقفّون، الأساتذة، ترجمة: عبد السلام   9
)، دار النشر المغربیةّ، 13بنعبد العالي، مجلّة "فكر ونقد"، ع(

، [نسخة إلكترونیةّ غیر مرقَّمة] والمقال مترجم عن  1998نوفمبر 
 كتاب "ھسھسة اللغة" لرولان بارت باللغة الفرنسیة:   

R.Barthes: Le bruissement de la
langue, Seuil, Paris, 1984, pp.345-347. 
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للرّوائیة "نجاة    "لا ماء یرویھاتتراءى سیََاسَاتُ السَّرد في روایة "
ھة لمجتمعٍ متمركزٍ حول  موجّ  10عبد الصمد" أشَْبَھَ بضربةٍ مزدوجةٍ،

للذُّكورة   Androcentricلالرّجُ  فظٍّ  طغیان  حول   والأصوب 
Phallogocentrism    ھذه تتورّطُ  جھةٍ  فمن  تمادیھا،  في 

زاتھا الحادّة  بتحیّ  السیاساتُ الأدبیةُّ في تقویض الأیدیولوجیا الذُّكوریة
التَّعْبیر عن    ضدّ  ینزع نحو  لخطابٍ نسويٍّ  سُ  تؤسِّ وأخُرى  النِّساء 

تتعلّقُ   جرأةٍ  من  "التعبیر"  ھذا  یقتضیھ  ما  بكلِّ  الأنثویةِ  الكینونةِ 
مرھقٍ   ثقافيٍّ  سوسیوــ  فضاء  في  وأھوائھا  الأنثى  برغبات 

دینیّ بخصوصیّ حد� ةٍ  لتغدو  بإحكام،  ذاتھا  على  مغلقةٍ  إطارً ةٍ،  أو  ا ا 
ا ا ومكانی�ا للذات والآخر على أيّ اختراق، فالحدُّ نظری�ا محرّمً سیمیائی�

مة، یُ  كرّس التماثل والتطابق ویغتال الاختلاف والمتعدّد منطقةٌ محرَّ
 والملوّث والھجین.       

ین:  في الرّوایة بمكانین رئیسَ  ویتحدَّدُ الفضاء السوسیو ــ ثقافيّ 
على   ینفتحان  مكانان  الكعوب"،  "مرج  قراھا  وإحدى  "السّویداء" 
أمكنة بعیدة وقریبة، دمشق، بیروت، لاغوس، البرازیل، رومانیا... 

ة "حیاة" بلعبةِ السَّرد  ذاتھ تنھضُ شخصیّ  وفي ھذا الزّمكان الثنائيّ 
الرّوائيّ  الحدث  في  متعدّ   كمشاركةٍ  ولمصائر  لھ،  منوراویة  دة 

شال،  أبو  خلیل  شال،  أبو  مرھج  الأحداث:  تتناھبھا  الشّخصیات 
نجوى، ذھبیّ  المحضر،  زین  سلامة،  الأخوث،  سالم  ناصر،  ة، 

ثالثة  أرجوان وفقاقیع كائنیّ  ة تظھر وتختفي ھنا وھناك. ومن جھة 
 تنبني الرّوایةُ بصورةٍ رئیسةٍ على اشتمال خطاب 

التي   نجوى(نجاة)؛  بأوراق  یتمثلّ  لھ  موازٍ  خطابٍ  على  الرّاویة 
بدَّ منھا لتلُقي بكمشةِ ضوءٍ على مناطق    تحضرُ في السَّرد كنافذةٍ لا 

، (بیروت: منشورات  1نجاة عبد الصمد، "لا ماء یرویھا"، ط  10
) وسیجري التوثیق في المتن تلافیًا لأيّ تكرار  2017ضفاف، 

 للھوامش. 
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وظیفةً  معتَّ  الأوراق  ھذه  لتؤدّي  وكذلك  الرّوایة،  تضاریس  في  مة 
ثنائيّ یّتناصّ  أو  الأصوات  متعدّدِ  لغويٍّ  فضاءٍ  إلى  بالسَّرد  تدفعُ  ةً 

الرّوائي من حیث إنَّ    السرّد وفق معادلة میخائیل باختین في الفنّ 
ة ھي التي تمنح   للأصوات الأخرى. وھذه الآخریّالروایة تتیح مجالاً 

ق إلى أمَْرٍ ھامٍّ   بیدَ أنَّھ لا 11تھا وحضورھا. الروایة قوّ  بدَّ من التطرُّ
"السَّردیّ ھذه  المتمیّفي  في ة"  الانغمار  وقبل  التمھید،  ھذا  في  زة 

بوصفِھَا  الكتابة  ذاتھا،  بـ"الكتابة"  الأمرُ  یتعلّقُ  إذ  القراءة،  محاور 
ا للكلام، تلك الكتابة المثقلة بعتمةِ المعنى، الكتابة حینما  ا مُفَارقً حَدَثً 

عر إلى عوالم الصّمت فیتصادمُ التأویلُ مع ذاتِھِ.   تختطفھُا شھوةُ الشِّ
إلىحین ینسبُ الكتابة    ا ما یمضي إلیھ "رولان بارت"وھذا تحدیدً 

وتخثیر الكلام؛ فتفرض الكتابةُ ذاتھا لا    solitudeشؤون العزلة  
بالإرجاء   فاخرً ا"، دالا� ا عنیدً "كلامً بل  ا  ككلام بوصفھ كلامً  یلتذُّ  ا، 

للغة  ةیّ وھكذا في الوقتِ الذي تضعنا ھذه الخاصّ   واغتیال المعنى.
العتمة التي تفترشُ الرّوایة على صعیدِ    السرّد بمواجھةٍ ضاریةٍ مع

 ولا بـ"السحّر" الذي لا ینفكُّ یتدفّقُ نا تحاصر  ھامُطاردةِ الدّلالة؛ فإنّ 
وایة وانتھائھا. إنّ  "، ماء یرویھا   لاھا روایة "یتلاشى مع قراءةِ ھذه الرِّ

الرّوایة ــ الكتابة حیث الاحتفاء بسحر المجاز! وذلك بتعاضد العتمة  
معً  والتحدّ والسّحر  والإغواء  الجذب  عوامل  خلق  في  ھذه  ا  في  ي 

 الرّوایة. 
ا للدُّخول  ما كان ضروری� فھذا التمھید ربّ ،وإذا كان الأمر كذلك

ة المدھلزة والاشتباك مع ثیماتھا:  في ھذه البنیة السَّردیّ 

حول تعدّدیّة الأصوات بالتفصیل ینُظر میخائیل باختین،   11
،1"شعریّة دوستویفسكي"، جمیل نصیف التكریتي(مترجمًا)، ط
(بغداد ــ الدار البیضاء: دار الشؤون الثقافیةّ ــ دار توبقال، 

)، الفصل الأوّل (روایة دوستویفسكي المتعدّدة الأصوات  1986
.64ــ  7في ضوء النقد الأدبيّ) ص 
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I الأنوثة ــ الألم : 
]، الأنوثة  ألمنا إزاء روایة ــ الـ[ما لیس من المبالغةِ القولِ إنّ ربّ

لا الذي  الوجعُ  المحض،  الألم  إلى    ــ  الرّوایة  بدءِ  من  ینتشر  یفتأ 
مكتسحً  "ذھبیّ منتھاھا،  "رجاء"،  "حیاة"،  حیوات  و"زین  ا  ة" 

أنّ  بید  من    المحضر"...إلخ.  الحقیقة  في  یفترسنُا  "الألم"  ھذا 
 12.التصدیر" "الأبیغراف/نصّ 

 ذاتھ الذي یتصدّر الرّوایة: 
تتألّ [ ألم/  ھذا  امرأة،  تكوني  صبیّ أن  تصیرین  حین  وحین  مین  ة/ 

یطاق   ا.../ ولكن ما لامین/ وحین تصیرین أم� تصیرین حبیبة تتألّ 
. ھاعلى ھذه الأرض/ ھو أن تكوني امرأةً/ لم تعرف ھذه الآلام كلّ 

 ].  ةبلاغا دیمتروفا ــ شاعرة بلغاریّ . 5ص
وایة أو امتدادً  ا لھا، تكثفُّ ھذه الشَّذرةُ، التي غدتْ في حوزة الرِّ

وائيّ كما لو أنَّ الرّوایةَ في   الرِّ حیواتِ الأنُثى في الواقع والمتخیَّل 
متابعةِ   ذاتھا من خلال  للشذّرة  تأویلـ/لات  ھي  وامتدادِھَا  انبساطِھَا 

ا دعونا نقیم  اتٍ أنثویّةٍ. وقبل أن نطارد ھذا "الألم" سردی� آلام شخصیّ
على حَافَّةِ الشَّذرةِ ذاَتھا ونتأمّل:  

یمكن    12 الأدبيّ  النصّ  في  ووظیفتھ  وأھمیتّھ  "الأبیغراف"  حول 
العودة إلى خالد حسین، شؤون العلامات: من التشفیر إلى التأویل، 

التكوین،  1ط دار  (دمشق:  (محیط  2008،  الخامس  الفصل   ،(
التصدیر)، ص   شعریّة  بمكان  122ـ111النصّ:  الأھمیّة  ومن   .

ھ عناصر الموازیات النصّیّة  الإشارة إلى الدور المتزاید الذي تشغل
النَّصّ وخاتمتھ، الغلاف، كلمة  بدایة  (العتبات: العنوان، التصدیر، 
الغلاف...إلخ) من حیث كونھا مناطق رخوة وإستراتیجیةّ في الوقت  
ذاتھ لتموضع القارئ وممارسة أفعال التأویل، فھذه العناصر تأخذ 

"نصّھ"مو یأتي  الكاتبـ/ة حتىّ  ا من  ثمَّ  حیزًّا مھم� ومن  لودًا مكتملاً، 
تغدو ھذه العناصر بمنزلة مفاتیح لطرق عوالم النصّ...  
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ا لحضورِھَا، ولكنَّ ھذا  "ٍ ینبثقُ مع الأنُثى فھو لیسَ تالیً الألمإنَّ "
ھ الأثرُ، العلاَمةُ الحضورَ مَوْسُومٌ، مَدْبُوْغٌ ومَدْمُوْغٌ في جذرهِ بھ. إنّ 

لالتي توسمُ كینونةَ الأنُثى، لحظة حدوثِ الثلّم، الشّقِّ، الجرح الأوّ 
ثمّ  جَسدَِھَا  في  الطبیعةُ  تحدثھُُ  غشاء    الذي  (افتراع  الاقتران  یأتي 

البكارة)، الولادة: (الألم في ذروتھ وبذخھ) ... جسدٌ بآلام لا تنتھي!  
لكنَّ ھذا الجـسد/ ھذه الأنثى لن یـ/تكون كذلك ما لم یحضر ھذا الألم، 

الذي   فما لا الألم  المقدّس،  الألم  ھذا  دونما  الأنثى  تكون  أن  یطاق 
أنُثى، كأنَّ الأ لمسنّنات الألم؛ لتكون یصنع من الأنُثى  نثى منذورةٌ 

كذلك، فالألم علامةُ الأنوثة، علامةُ المرأة في مجمل شؤونھا وھو  
ة" في الرّوایة، ألم  ات الأنثویّ"الألم" الذي سیعتصر بقوّةٍ "الشخصیّ

 ینتشر على مساحة الروایة التي تبدأ بھ وتنتھي!    
ةٍ وعنفٍ في البدایة النّصیةّ  إنَّ سیمیاءاتِ الألم ھذه تنتشي بقوّ 

] تقدّمُ لنا الصُّورة الأولى عن ألم "حیاة":   ا أطفالاً كنّ للرّوایة وھي 
الغمّ  إلى  نلعب  ممدوح  أخي  دفعني  الجیران،  عمرة  في  یضة 

صراخي:   على  أمّي  وركضتْ  رأسي،  العامود  فجَّ  عامودھا، 
أرضٍ یسیل علیھا   كلُّ  البشارة،  تبكي ھاتي  أن  بدل  "ھصصص. 

فیھا   لكِ  یكُتب  الحدثَ    ]. لا7قدم"، صموطئ  دمُكِ  ھذا  بأنَّ  شكَّ 
تأتي    ا في سیاق حیاة الطفّولة كما أنَّ عبارة الأمّ ا وتكرارً یَحْدُثُ مرارً 

العبارة من جھةٍ أخُرى تخُفي   ھنا لتلجم الألم بالصّدمة المعتادة، لكنّ 
ا عن المساءلة  " لفعل "الذكّر=ممدوح" في الإیذاء عوضً مباركةَ "الأمّ 

(أو   حازت  ولما  "حیاة"  دمُ  سال  لما  "الفعل"  ھذا  فلولا  والعقاب، 
قدم"، بل إنَّ الأمَّ في موقع الدّفاع عن فعل  موطئ  ستحوز) على "

) البشارة)"الإیذاء":  الأمریّھاتي  الجملة  منفذ  !  أيّ  تسدُّ  ھنا،  ة، 
تغییب لفعل الإیذاء ذاتھ. لكنَّ   بمنزلة  لإنزال العقاب بالشَّقیق وھي 

لمتھا بھ: ""حیاة" سوف تتذكرّ الحدث في سیاق حیاتھا لِتفَْتتَِحَ سردیّ 
تصَُدّق البشارة، لم تكن أكثر  7تصدّق بشارة أمّي. ص "، إذن: لم 

ة رماد، فموجة الألم/ آلام "حیاة" في نھوضٍ وامتداد وازدیاد  من ذرّ 
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عمیقً  بھا  وترمي  تلفُّ  من  وھي  واج  الزَّ ألم  الحبیب،  فقدان  ألم  ا: 
سع "خلیل"، ألم الابن الواشي بھا، ألم الطلاق، جرح الحبّ الذي اتّ 

سردیّ  من سیاقِ  في  اللقاء...!  بعد  یلتئم  أن  لھا  دون  یقول  الألم  ةِ 
بعد أن تنصح ابنھا لأمرٍ  ["اتركیھ في حالھ وارفعي  ما،    زوجھا، 

المجلى إلى  الصحن  نحن،  أنتِ  ]، وحین181ص    ".نقتنیكِ   لھذا 
ولماذا اه ثانیةً یعُیدُ الابن كلمات الأب ذاتھا: ["تضمُّ ابنھا ناصحةً إیّ

". ص. م. ن]. ھكذا فالاقتناء في دلالاتھ یشیر إلى امتلاك انقتنیكِ إذً 
الشَّيء والاحتفاظ بھ، والكلمة في صیغة الفعل شنیعة الدّلالة ھنا:  

من قیمة  الأنثى ــ الأمّ ، أي نمتلككِ مثل أيّ شيءٍ ھنا، فقیمة  نقتنیكِ 
 ـ ءة لھـ/ا حتىّ یكون "الشَّيالقیمة الاستعمالیّ  ىالشَّيء فما أن تتلاش ـ

بین "الشيء" و"الأنثى" إلاّ الأمّ  " في عداد المرْمِيّ ھناك، لا فرق 
ة. ھذه "القیمة الوضیعة" للأنثى  بما یقدّمھ/ تقدّمھ من "فائدة" استعمالیّ 

الذي تسَْتنَقْعُ  ا في بنیةِ الخطابِ السّوسیولوجيّ ا مُضْمَرً ما تعكسُ نَسقًَ إنّ 
ذا الخطاب المسیّج  نسیجھ عباراتٌ من مثل "المرأة فردة حذاء"، ھ

ینيّ بھیمنةِ الذكورة متعاضدً  الدِّ یعملان بحھدٍ غریبٍ    ا مع الخطاب 
ة لھ على الأنثى. وھو الإرث الذي على إبقاءِ القوامة للذكر والأفضلیّ

"،اولماذا نقتنیكِ إذً ا: " خنجرً   تسلّلَ إلى الابن لیرمیھ على مسمع الأمّ 
الأمّ  تكون  حین  "الألم"  ممكن  الابن!    وھنا  نظر  في  شيءٍ  مجرّد 

(سلطان) الذي یفشي    ستنتھي قیمةُ الشَّيء ــ الأم على ید الابن ذاتھ 
ا ما وذلك ھا یومً تھ وأحبّ"حیاة" بـ"ناصر" الذي أحبّ   لأبیھ عن لقاء أمّھ

"] یا بمطعم في مدینة السُّویداء، فیأتي الطلاق ضرورةً  أنت طالق 
مرھج  البوّ "(...)  بنت  خارج  نفسي  وجدتُ  البیت  ابةبشحاطة 

وحولي المدى المفتوح. طال وقوفي، كعََرَني سلطان نحو الدّرج، 
]. لم یصدر منھا سوى  239". ص سقطتُ، ندھتُ: وین راحووووو!

أمام  لیس  ینفجر،  حین  للألم  لغةَ  لا  راحوا"،  "وین  الصّرخة  ھذه 
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، كما 13"تجفُّ اللغة وتنقطع"   الكائن سوى الصُّراخ أو الصَّمت إذ
ة لغةى وإن كان ثمّ م)، حتّ تكتب إلین سكاري في كتابھا (جسد متألّ 

ي والعطالة؛ فـ"على أيّ نحو یقع الألم، فھي تعاني الإنھاك والتشظّ 
تھ للتشارك، مقاومة الألم للغة ھي التي  فھو یقع من خلال عدم قابلیّ

ندھة "وین راحوا"  ، تقول "حیاة": ["   14ة الألم"تكفل عدم تشاركیّ 
]. ھكذا بدت "حیاة" وحیدةً  239ص  ." ا من بیتھلم تخُرج الیوم أحدً 

سع وھي تطُرَدُ من بیتھا وعلى  في العالم والألم یھبطُ نحو العمُْق ویتّ 
ة لكنَّ كلمات أمّھا،  الأصحّ ترُمى كشيءٍ، شيء فقد قیمتھ الاستعمالیّ

ویلك من    ["یا ربیبة الذكورة، كانت أمضى من نصلٍ لدى استقبالھا:  
]، ھكذا بألم 241ص  الله، راجعتیلي مطلّقة، وفوق ھیك عایبة؟!" 

مزدوج تطَعَنُ الحیاةُ "حیاة"، بألم مزدوج ینغرز خنجرا الابن والأمّ 
 ذئبةٍ وحیدة في كھوف الألم!!!       في روحِھَا فَیَندُِّ عنھا عواءُ 

بالصّمت،   المتلعثمة  المفخّخة،  اللغة  ھذه   ، الممضُّ الألم  ھذا 
ي طلقّھا تة (حیاة)، السیــجتاح حَیَوَاتِ إناث مثل زین المحضر عمّ 

زوجھا وتلاشَى في تضاریس الوجود و"رجاء" شقیقتھا التي ماتت  
ة ة لبلدیّبمرضٍ غامضٍ ["كإثم مھین دفُنتْ رجاء في المدافن العامّ 

لا ماء "]، ألم متراكم یتكثفُّ في عنوان النَّصّ ذاتھ "61المدینة. ص
" إلىیرویھا" في الفعل "ھاةُ ""، وسواء أحالتنا الوحدةُ الدّلالیّ یرویھا

أو فضاءاتھ (السُّویداء، مرج الكعوب)، فالأنوثة    نساءِ الكون السرّديّ 
تجمع بین الأرض، المدینة، القریة، المرأة والعطشُ شكلٌ من أشكال  

نایل    13 حسام  وتفكیكھ،  العالم  صنع  متألمّ:  جسدٌ  سكاري،  إلین 
.16)، ص  2018( القاھرة: المركز القوميّ للترجمة،  (مترجمًا)،

تقول الكاتبة في ھذا الصدد: "الألم الجسديّ لا یقاوم اللغة فحسب، 
تدمیرًا، متسبّباً في رجوع فوريّ إلى حالةٍ سابقةٍ على   یدمّرھا  بل 
الكائن   یطلقھا  كان  التي  والصرخات  الأصوات  إلى  اللغة،  وجود 

". ص، ن.  البشريّ قبل تعلُّمھ اللغة
 . 15المرجع نفسھ، ص   14
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ثمّ الألم، أرضٌ من غیر ماءٍ، نساءٌ من غیر حبٍّ  ة، وفي الحالتین 
والرّفض  والإنكار  والإنھاك  بالألم  (نساء) محطمّةٌ، مطعونةٌ  حیاةٌ 

صد الجماليّ  ستؤسّ   للألم الأنثويّ   والتغییب والتصمیت. وبھذا الرَّ
لسیمیائیّ تحتاج  الرّوایة  التي  الخاصّ،  بطابعھا  الألم  للغة  الألم،  ات 

أیّ  ةٍ من حیث إنّ بذاتھا إلى مقاربةٍ خاصّ  ةالألم "یقاوم ــ أكثر من 
التموضع ــ  أخُرى  في    objectification  ظاھرة  [والتجسُّد] 

 .15اللغة"
    II سلطة الذُّكورة وقسوتھا : 

لم یكن تسَْریدُ كینونة المرأة سوى وسیلةٍ لفضخِ خِطاَبِ الذُّكورة  
تھا من تاریخٍ طویلٍ  ة قوّ وممارساتھا وسلطتھا، ھذه السُّلطة المستمدّ 

الاجتماعيّ  تعاضدِ  ضدّ   من  والسیّاسيّ  والحریّ  والدینيّ  ةالنسّاء 
ثمَّ  والفكر لیصنع ھذه الھیمنة ویكثفّھا في جغرافیا النَّسیج الاجتماعيّ 

یدمغھا باسم الذُّكورة التي حاولت وتحاول إزاحة الأنوثة من المجال  
مع الإبقاء على حضورھا الخافت لكنھّا من حیث تعي أو لا   العامّ 

 بالأنوثة التي یرتھن بھ وحدھا معنى الذُّكورة ذاتھ.  تعي لا تكتمل إلاّ 
الذكورة   تمارس  السرّديِّ  الكونِ  جغرافیا  انبساط  وعلى 

تھا وغلمتھا وشھواتھا المریعة لحظة أنْ فجَّ "ممدوح" رأسَ  استبدادیّ
الطبیعة   أدرك  الذي  ممدوح  عقابٍ،  غیر  من  بالعامود  "حیاة" 

" فتوارى عنھا  لا ماء یرویھاا في عوالم "ة للذكورة لاحقً السلّطویّ 
إلى فرنسا. بید أنّ سلطة الذكورة تظھر فاقعةً لدى الأب (مرھج أبو  

شال)،   أبو  (خلیل  والزّوج  سلطةُ  تترسّخ  عمومةٍ  ابنَي  شال)  فیھما 
القوّ  السُّلطة/  عنجالذكّر،  تمارس  التي  الشتائم  یّ ھة  خلال  من  تھا 

والضرب في فضاء البیت. لنقرأ مساحةً عن صورة الأبـ الدكتاتور:  
، لا یا بھیمة على شتائم أبي: " ي على غمز الجارات ولا[لا تردُّ أمّ 

تدویر غضبھ   تعید  (...) وقد  الكشك".  تملّحین  تعرفین حتىّ كیف 

 . 18المرجع نفسھ، ص   15
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"الستّ  علینا:  ماء    برمیھ  یخلص  یوم،  كلّ  الاستحمام  تحبّ  حیاة 
ببرود  (...)    امھا"الخزّان ولا ینتھي حمّ  یفكُّ أبي حزامھ، یجلدني 

]. ھنا یلجُ توصیف الزوجة  30،  29. صكأنَّھ یشرب كأس شاي
"البھیمةبـ" وإنزال  استعراضٍ  الجَلدْ"  مجال  في  بالابنة  بالحزام   "

بإحداث "الألم"  ة، كما لو أنَّ لا سلطة إلاّ ة والأبویّ للسُّلطة الزوجیّ   
ثمَّ سلطة "الذُّكورة" أو  لتأكید "القوّ   )على (أو في "الآخر" ة" ومن 

(جسّ  كتابھا  في  سكاري  "إلین  تذھب  كما  بوجودھا  بھا،  دالإیھام 
ة أداة  ا بالحزام بل وظیفة أیّم)"، فأداة التنفیذ شتیمةً كانت أو جلدً متألّ 

الواقعيّ  الألم  "تحویل  ھي  التعذیب"  "بنیة  مخایلة    في  إلى 
تمامً 16بالسُّلطة"  وھذا  المطلق  بوجودھا  الإقرار  أي  بھ  ،  تلوذ  ما  ا 

الكلیانیّ الشمولیّالسُّلطة  قوّ ة،  لفرض  ومنطقھا ة  وحضورھا  تھا 
، وھو ذاتھ منطق الأب، المنطق المُسْتمَدُّ من ھذه السلطة  الأحاديّ 

ذاتھا. لذلك لم یكن ثمّة مفرّ أمام "حیاة" برفض الزواج من خلیل أبو  
] الأب:  یقول  یا ستّ شال،  أنھیتِ مرافعتك  بنت    وھل  یا  الحسن، 

أمّك؟ أنا أعطیتُ كلمتي ولن تكسریھا. لا بنات عندي یدرسن في  
الجامعة، وخلیل طلبكِ أنتِ ولم یطلب أختك. لو أخزیتني برفضك  

]. " 79دون قبر. صمن  سأقبرك ھناك قرب أختك أو أرمیك للكلاب  
یعكسُ خطاب الأب مفھوم القوّة والسیطرة، وھو خطابٌ یتشاكلُ مع  

بة، خطابٍ ة مرتقة معارضة سیاسیّ خطاب السلّطة ذاتھ في مواجھة أیّ
 اللواذ  لا یقبل بأيّ خطابٍ موازٍ، لیس ثمّة مجال للآخر، للضّحیّة إلاّ 

ة معارضةٍ أو رفضٍ  "، أیّ سأقبرك أو أرمیك للكلاب: "بالصّمت وإلاّ 
الإخفاء عن الحیاة والتمویت    (أو الرّمي للكلابِ) أيِ   ثمنھ: الإقبار 

بلدٍ مثل سوریة  حی� لیس سوى صورة عن "السُّلطة" في  فالأب  ا، 
مدرّع بالاستبداد، لیس خلا صورة عن شھوة السُّلطة في الاستحواذ  

ة على المكان وكائناتھ. وھو ذاتھ، مرھج  على كلِّ شيء وفرض القوّ 
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ا في ة"، أي التي نعتھا بـ"البھیمة"، طمعً أبو شال الذي تزوّج "ذھبیّ
الذھبیّ في  لیراتھا  غارقٍ  بخطابٍ  یصدحُ  البھیمة"  "زوج  كان  ة، 

[" الذكوریّ وربّ ربّ ة:  بیغنیك،  ابنك  "ابنك  ي  بنتك بتخزیك".(...)  ي 
لغیرك". صإ وبنتك  لكنّ 185لك،  یكن  ]،  لم  الموت  فراش  على  ھ 

فقنا من غیر  بموتك اتّ حول مأتمھ سوى بناتھ الخمس، تقول حیاة: ["
]، كما لو أنَّ ھذا  185". صھ حدثٌ مریحٌ أن تموتكلامٍ على أنّ 

كلَّ   یخصُّ  بل  فحسب،  "الأب"  موت  یخصُّ  لا  المریح"  "الحدث 
برمّ  لیتقوّض  الھیمنة  سلطة  إلى مجال  تاریخ  لم نمضِ  إن  ھذا  تھ، 

" جرى  حدث مریحإلى "المجاز لتحیلنا العبارة عن طریق الكنایة  
ة برحیل "الطاغیة ــ الأب"، ولا نستطیع  في سوریة في بدایة الألفیّ
إمكانیّ  ھنا،  نستبعد،  ــ  أن  الأب  "الأب"،  لصورة  التأویل  ھذا  ة 

 الدكتاتور...!   
بوصفھا   تنبثقُ  یرویھا"  ماء  "لا  روایة  في  كثیرة  ثمّة صور 

ما التمثیل السَّرديّ الذُّكورةِ وسطوتھا وقسوتھا ولاسیّلسلُطةِ  تمثیلاتٍ  
لزوج "حیاة" خلیل أبو شال، فسیرتھ لا تخلو من تقاطعاتٍ وتماثلاتٍ  

نا ھي الصُّور المبثوثة عنھ  مع "السُّلطة السیاسیّ ة" ذاتھا، لكن ما یھمُّ
 للذكورة: صور تتغذَّى من تاریخ سلطة الذكورة في قسوتھا  تمثیلاً 

واج ترفض "حیاة" أن تغسل قدمیھ  وعنجھیّ تھا، فبعد أسبوعین من الزَّ
صبرة مریعة: [" في "اللگن" فیأتیھا الانتقام على شكل استباحة جنسیّ 

 ي فھمتُ أنّ ا عنّ أت، حین أدارني إلیھ غصبً ى اللیل، لكزني، تلكّحتّ 
ني وأفرغ وأدار لي ظھره. من  بھ استوى، أخلعني ثیابي، ولجّ غض

أنّ  عرفتُ  الفراش  في  واستدار تقلّبھ  ھبَّ  الغفو.  یأتیھ  لا  مثلي  ھ 
الخلف.  من  وھاجمني  ظھري  على  قلبني  نحوي،  كالمسوس 
غرفھم  من  صراخي  أھلھ  یسمع  لا  كي  بیده  فمي  سدَّ  صرختُ. 

ثبتّ مقعدي بقوّ  رتي عنةٍ أسكتت مؤخّ المجاورة، وبیده الأخرى 
ةُ المنفلتةُ من عقالِھَا ھنا بقوّةٍ وھي  ]. تحضرُ البھیمی18ّ. صعنادھا
بالانتقام لرجلٍ أطُیحت سلطتھ برفض الزوجة  بھیمیّ ةٌ على إدراكٍ 
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البھیمیّ  لتنفجر  "حیاة"  لأوامره،  زوجتھ  جسد  استباحتھِ  عبر  فیھ  ةُ 
 وإھدار كرامتھا ثانیةً وفرض سیطرتھِ  لاً بإتیانھا من دبُرُِھا للانتقام أوّ 

مجرى   في  یَصُبُّ  الذي  الجنسيُّ  فَالحَدَثُ  والجَسدَِ،  الفَضَاءِ  على 
ا: لكزني، أدارني، "الاغتصاب" یتغذّى من مجال ثیمة الانتقام تحدیدً 

سدَّ،  ھاجمني،  قلبني،  استدار،   ، ھبَّ أدار...  ولجني،  أخلعني، 
"خلیل  ثبّت...لاحقً  فیقودھا  كأنثى  قیمتھا  بإھدار  "حیاة"  تقبل  لن  ا 

يلا أطلب سوى حقّ ا: ["البغل"، كما تنعتھ، إلى بیت والدھا صارخً 
تتمنَّع".  الشّرعيّ  وابنتك  مرھج  إلى 152ص  یا  للشرّع،  یلجأ   .[
حَرْثِ    القوامة، الرجل في  وحقّ  قانونھا  للذكورة  تسیّج  أرضٍ  إلى 

ردّ  "حیاة"  تستغرب  لن  لذلك  یشاء،  أنّى  ["النساء  أبیھا:  فعل  لنة 
یغرق أبي معي في وحل التفاصیل (...) كغابر عھده، استلّ حزامھ 
من المسمار المقیم في الجدار ودوّى بھ على كلّ مكانٍ مُطالٍ من  
جلدي، لم أرفع یدي لأداري رجْمَ الحزام ولم أرفع عیني إلى عین  

"]. علامتان فحسبُ: الحزام المتوثبّ والعین  153أبي المارقة. ص
المارقة، أداتا السُّلطة في تأكید السلطة ذاتھا، في قسوة حضورھا، 

ما یحدثُ للحفاظِ على  للتكاتف مع الزوج إنّ   الشدّیدُ  ولذلك فھَذاَ العِقَابُ 
ةلحقّ في "الحرْثِ" و"القوامة" وإھدار ھویّ، لصونِ االحقّ الشرّعيّ 

الأنوثةِ ككینونةٍ، لیحافظ الأب ذاتھ على سطوتھ وھو القیمّ على ھذا  
ة": بھیمة البھیم في  ا لكن الأدھى أن تسُھم "ذھبیّا وحامً دً المجال مؤیّ

"ذھبیّ  بخطابات  تحفل  فالروایة  ذاتھا،  الذكورة  سلطة  في  تغذیة  ة" 
الانتقام من بناتھا، وھذا یكشف عن فداحة المساحة التي تغتصبھا  

 ة وتأثیرھا في مجتمعاتنا تجاه النساء.  الذكورة في الأنساق الثقافیّ
ا تسُاوقُ  الرّوایة في الوقت ذاتھ وعلى نحو مسؤولٍ جمالی�  ولكنّ 

من مستنقع الاستبداد بتقویضھ    مستمدٍّ   بین خطابین للرجل، خطابٍ 
یفتح كوّ  یتعلّ وآخر  فیما  للأمل  والسُّلطة  ةً  "النساء"  بالموقف من  ق 

ة مساحةً من النأي عن  قراطيٍّ، وبذلك تفتح الروائیّ وسم بطابع دیمویتّ 
"الرجل".    یأتي من  ة المغالیة في دعواتھا لرجم كلّ ماالأفكار النسویّ
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تقدّم لنا روایة "لا ماء یرویھا" في سیاق معاكسٍ أحداثً  اومن ھنا 
النِّساء لكنّ  بھا  تمرُّ  تقدّ ألیمةً  ا مغایرة لذكورةٍ  م صورً ھا لا تعدم أن 

ا ورفضت سلطة الذكورة وسلطة السُّلطة ذاتھا  تھا بعیدً جیّھأزاحت عن
الأخوث "سالم  صورة  حتىّ  "مثل  وناصر...بل  فوزي  المحامي   ،

المجال   ھذا  في  یندرج  فرنسا  إلى  وھروبھ  یقظتھ  في  ممدوح 
 المعاكس.  

   III سیمیاء الأھواء : 
"الحریم"   الذكّورة وفرض مفھوم  وقسوة  "الألم"  في مواجھة 

حالةِ "ذھبیّ الصَّمتِ  كما في  فسحةً في  السَّردُ  یفتحُ  المجتمع  ة" في 
الذي یحكم قبضتھ على عالم الأنوثة بإحكامٍ. في ھذه الفُسْحَةِ تھرقُ  

تھا، شغبھا في "فضاء سوسیو  انیّ الفتاة، المرأة "حیاة" أھواءھا، جوّ 
ثقافيّ  بتضاریسھِ ھو  ــ  السرّد  أنَّ  لو  للأنثى، كما  أيَّ رغبةٍ  یقلمّ   "

بل   الحلم  السَّرد  المحظورة،  غبة  الرَّ یحتضن  الذي  الوحیدُ  الفضاءُ 
كلُّ بنات الصفّ ینتظرن مجلةّ الاحتلام، فضاء الجسد في حقیقتھ: ["

ةُ بیننا في الفرصة كقطةٍّ "سمر"، تشتریھا أرجوان وتسرحُ المجلّ 
اھا إلى البیت لأتفرّد في خیمتي بـ" آلان دیلون" مدللّةٍ، وتعیرني إیّ 

. ھل وجھھ یلمع لمصوّر على مساحة صفحاتٍ ستّ بطل المسلسل ا
كعینیھ؟!   ة الفاخر؟ ھل جمیع العیون الخضراء آسرةٌ أم ورق المجلّ 

انقني  علة أمامھ في الصورة، یغادر الورق لییشیح بھما عن الممثّ 
لذّ  في  وأغیب  بیدي  ثدیي  الحارقة.فأعصر  تغدو  24  ص  تي   .["

دوالاً  لتغدو  یمیاء  السِّ عھُْدةِ  في  ھُنَا  تكشفُ)  العلاََماتُ  (أو  دُ  تجُسِّ  
غبة الممنوعة": المجلّ  لةٌ، عیون "آلان دیلون" الآسرة، ةٌ مدلّ ة قطّ "الرَّ
الحقیقيّ  المتخیّل،  اللذّ   دیلون  لحظة  الاستمناء؛ في  فعلُ  لیقع  ة؛ 
بعَْضُ  تقتضي  بعَْضً فالعلامات  القضیب/  ھَا  "الغائب/  محلَّ  لتحلَّ  ا 

ثقافیّ  سوسیوــ  بنیة  في  ھكذا  بھ.  المحلوم  مسیجّةالمرغوب"،  ة 
بالممنوع والمحظور لا یبقى سوى حلم الیقظة الذي یتھیكل من خلال  
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ة المتفاقمة. لكنَّ المحلوم بھ یتكرّر في  لنشدان اللذّ  ة مصوّرةٍ آنئذٍ مجلّ 
ةا في درس الكیمیاء، فـ"حیاة" تلكز زمیلتھا الذكیّمشھدٍ آخر وتحدیدً 

رانني"نجوى": ["أنا أشفق على الأستاذ حسین. المسكین، شفتاه تذكّ 
]، ثمّ 34بمؤخرة الدجاجة وھي تبیض، لیتني ألینھما بلساني!"، ص

ةٍ قائمة على المضاھاة بین الذكر یفتأ أن یتمظھر في بنیةٍ استعاریّ لا
والأنثى ["كان أستاذنا الأصیل یلقمّنا الكیمیاء بطلاوةِ رغیف الخبز  

ة رغبةٌ ممنوعةٌ  "]، في الحالتین ثمّ 37ر. صالمغمّس بالسمن والسكّ 
ثمّ  المشھدین  مُسمطقة جارفةٌ، في  یتجسدّ في علامات  بھ  ة محلومٌ 

ر)، ة الدلالة (شفتاه، بلساني، الخبر، المغمّس، السمن والسُّكّ واقتضائیّ 
الحبّ  لناصر،  حبھّا  قبل  الإنجاز  حافّة  على  سرديٌّ  برنامجٌ  ثمّة 
"حیاة"   و"ودیع" في مراھقتھما في غرفتھ، تسرد  ستلتقي  الجرح، 

ى أغلق ما إنْ ملتُ علیھ حتّ عن سیمیاء الأھواءـ الفیض المصاحب: [
بقوّ  إلى   ةٍ عینیھ وضمّني  اللسعُ  بعنقي، سرى  شفتاه  لزقت   (...)

عمقي، علا أنیني، انقصفت ركبتاي، وقعت على الأرض سكرى أو  
ا لصقي، یده مشلولة أو نصف حیةّ. صحوتُ قبل ودیع، رأیتھ ممدّدً 

فوق یده، ویدي أسفل بطنھ، یعلقُ بھا سائل لزجٌ تفشىّ على بنطالھ 
، 90 بحرقةِ طفلٍ آثم. ص  المشدود الحزام. أفاق ودیع ورآنا، بكى

الذُّكوریّ  ،]. ھنا91 الثقافةِ  بنیةَ  تقوّضُ  التابوھات،  "حیاة"  ةِتحطمّ 
الاستكانة   وتحیل  والمبادرة  المغامرة  روح  للذكر  تسندُ  التي 

ة إلى الأنثى، ھذا العبثـ الفاعل بالبنیة المتوارثة یتبدّى عبر  والمفعولیّ
علامات (ملتُ علیھ، صحوتُ، یدي أسفل بطنھ...الحدیث عن السائل  

) في حین یبدو "ودیع" ھو الموضوع والمفعول والمسجون  المنويّ 
بنطالھ المشدود الحزام، بكى   یده فوق یدي،  للخجل (أغلق عینیھ، 

رأسً  الأدوار  "حیاة"  تقلب  وھكذا  عقبٍ كآثم)،  على  لتكشفَ عن  ،ا 
في  الغارقة  مجتمعاتنا  تسیجّ  التي  الذُّكوریة  الثقافةِ  أوھام  ھشاشةِ 

 الفحولة الفارغة. 
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شدّ  في  الأھواء  أنَّ  "حیاة"ٍ  على  حُبِّ  في  تفیضُ  وغلمتھَِا  تھَِا 
لا یمكن أن یكون  لناصر، تسحُّ في لغتھا غزارةً، لنقرأ عن لقائھما: [

ا تنام، ي وباكرً ا. أبي یسھر خارج البیت، وتنعس أمّ ئً ما أفعلھ سیّ 
وعفاف تغفو في موعدھا الصّارم بعد مسلسل السھرة، وأنا أنسلُّ  

ي: "یتسلّى الشباب  إلى غرفة الكرش في بیت ناصر. یلوح تحذیر أمّ 
ھا.."، ھا غیر أمّ  التي (ما باسھا تمّ جون إلاّ بكلّ البنات، ولا یتزوّ 

وردةً جوریّ  وأتفتَّح على صدره  وأنساح على وأنسى  وأسخن  ةً، 
 ،ةا على السلامة المستقبلیّ ة الذائبة. وحرصً الأرض كالھلام، كالفضّ 

تستندُ سیمیاءُ  52  ا بلا دنس. صأصون ما تحت زناّري طاھرً   .[
ةِ منالأھواءِ، ھنا، إلى برنامجٍ سرديّ متكاملٍ بقواه الفاعلةِ والمنطقیّ

الأرضیّ  إنشاء  المنطقیّحیث  الحبّ ة  بمغامرة  للقیام  أن    ة  یمكن  "لا 
سیّ أفعلھ  ما  أي  و ا"،  ئً یكون  بھا،  الناطقة  إلى  تحیلنا  العبارة  ھذه 

، االوقوف مع ناصر عیبً  "رجاء"، فحین تسألُ "حیاة" أختھا إن كانَ 
ا لإنجازا منطقی�تردُّ بھذه العبارة، التي تؤسّسُ في الوقت ذاتھِ حجاجً 

القوى   بغیاب  مرھونة  التحقُّق  تنتظرُ  التي  غبة  فالرَّ وھكذا  اللقاء. 
والأخت عفاف النائمتین)    ة (الأب السھّران في الخارج، الأمّ المضادّ 

وحضور القوى المساعدة (رجاء، غیاب الأھل، اللیل ذاتھ). ضمن  
البنیة العامّ  والتفتُّح تزیح "حیاة"    ة لفعل الوصال والحبّ إطار ھذه 

الأمّ  تحت  وصایا  المقموعة  الأنوثة  نسجتھا  التي  الوصایا  تكالُب، 
على   تحَُافِظُ  أخُرى  جھةٍ  من  لكنھّا  وسیطرتھا.  الذكّوریّةِ  الثَّقافةِ 

زنّ  تحت  ما  "أصون  اختراقھا  یمكن  التي لا  أو في الوصیّة  اري" 
عي، تحت الزّنّار. تمتّ موقع آخر ["السترةُ في صون نصفك التحتانيّ 

نّار على أن تصوني ما تحتھ. ص الزِّ "]، 50  ما شئتِ فوق حدود 
العذریّ  البكارة، علامةُ  الغشاء، غشاءُ  ذكوريّ  صیانةُ  ة في مجتمع 

بالافتراع المصاحب لعدّ  نقاطٍ من الدمِ مَأخُْوذٌ  على العذریّ  ة  ةدلالةً 
ا على المستقبل، على  والفحولة في الوقتِ نفسھِ! صون الغشاء حرصً 

الاحتیاز على زوج قادم مرھونٌ بصون الغشاء،   الزوّج القادم أو أنّ 
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إلاّ  یمكث  لا  إنّ زوج  الثمن.  كان  ومھما  غشاء  بوجود  ــ    الزّوج  ھ 
 الغشاء! 

لكنَّ ھذا العشق سرعان ما یتبخّر ویختفي "ناصر" سنین طویلة  
المنظّ  إحدى  إلى  الانتماء  خلال  الفلسطینیّ من  الحبُّ  مات  ویغدو  ة 

ا لا یلتئم: "... أمّكَ یا ناصر"، فھذه العبارة إذا تجاوزنا بعدھا  جرحً 
ما تعبرّ عن خیبة العاشقة، عن استمرار العشق  المبتذل، إنّ   التداوليّ 

أنجبتِ  حیاة عندما  أطلقتھا  عبارة  ناصر. وھي كذلك  اختفاء  رغم 
الأوّ  وكلّ ابنھا  خلیل  من  "سلطان"  الأسطوريَّ  ل  حبھّا  تذكرّت  ما 

بینھ وبین اسمھ جرحً  اا، صدعً لناصر، ناصر الذي ظلتّ المسافةُ 
تمامً قائمً  أرضٍ ا،  وقلبھا في  أرضٍ  "في  ظلّ جسدھا  التي  ا كحیاة 

أخرى". سیعود "ناصر" إلى "السویداء"، إلى "مرج الكعوب" من  
تضاریس غموضھ واختفاءاتھ، من مجاھیل ألمانیا، لبنان، تونس، 

مدینة في  العاشقان  سیلتقي  لكن    رومانیا،  جدوى، من  نمامّة  دون 
صفـ" آخر.  موتٌ  الحبّ  في  إلى  248النقصان  رغبةٌ  الحبُّ   ،"

حیل معً الاكتمال لكنَّھُ لا یكتمل، إذ كان ثمّ  ا إلى الشام، ة "موعد" للرَّ
بیروت، بوخارست حیث یقیم ناصر؛ لكنّ عاطفة "الأمومة" تنتصر  

 على "الحبّ"، فالأمومة حبٌّ وأبعدُ: 
ك ا سوى أن أحبّ في حیاتي كلّھا لم أفعل شیئً [" 

 "]. 254ك. ص ني ھنا قرب أولادي، وسأبقى أحبّ یخلّ 
دون فقدان  من  الحبُّ لقاءٌ طيَّ الترقّب، طيَّ النقصان! لا حبَّ  

یكون ما فالحبُّ لا  بقوّ   وألم،  النقصان ضفافھ  یضربھ  لیصنعلم  ة 
 في التباعد وغیاب  ة الغیاب والألم؛ كأنَّ الحبَّ لا یحضر إلاّ ة، ھوّ الھوّ 

، تقول حیاةٌ لناصر، ھو تنأى  أن  طرفٍ عن الطرف الآخر، الحبُّ
عُ  یَحْضُرُ  ھنا  أحبَّك!  یفرضُ  لكي  بل  أخُرى،  مرّةً  وایةِ  الرِّ نْوَانُ 

ا ذلك الالتزام أو  حضوره على التأویل، ویضاعفُ من دلالاتھ، محققًّ 
" الدلالیة  فالوحدة  النصّّ.  وبین  بینھ  إلیھا  ـھا"العھد"  أشرنا  التي   "

نا إلى "حیاة" في ھذا المقام، مقام النقصان یل" تح لا ماء یرویھافي"

24
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لا حبَّ والصَّدع في الحبّ، لیغدو العنوانُ تحتَ طائلةِ الغیابِ الجَدیدِ "
"، لا عشق یكسر الظمأ في قلب "حیاة"! فـ"حیاة" تبحثُ عن  یرویھا

ىیمكن القبض علیھ فما أن یحضر حتّ   ذلك العشق المستحیل الذي لا 
حبّ یھبط بـ"حیاة"    فلا ماء یروي أرض "السویداء" ولا  یغیب...

ة انتظار مستحیل للماء والعشق. إلى الامتلاء والركون والھدوء فثمّ 
IV  سحر اللغـة  : 

لا ماء  ا في روایةِ نجاة عبد الصّمد "ا بُؤْرِی�یظلُّ سِحْرُ اللغةِ بعُدًْ 
حر، سحر الكلمة الشعّریة  ا مستقطبً "، بعدً یرویھا ا للقراءة؛ لتفجیر السِّ

بالقار تحیطُ  بالعملیّمن  ،  ئوھي  إخلال  أي  بل  دون  السَّردیّة  ة 
السرّديّ  المتخیّل  من  إلى    تضَُاعِفُ  ذاتھا  السرّدِ  بلغة  وتدفعُ  دلالةً 

في  الشفّويَّ   لكلامَ ا"العناد" الذي أشار إلیھ رولان بارت، إذ لا یمُْكِنُ  
 حالتِھِ التدّاولیّةِ أنَْ یتحمّلَ ھذهِ الكثافةَ الباھظة، ھذه العتمة. ھذا فضلاً 

ا لتضيءَ أبعادَ الخبرةِ الجمالیّةِ لدََى  عن أنَّ ھذه اللغةَ تمضي عمیقً 
شؤونھا:   في  السَّاردة  ــ  وحدتي الأنُْثىَ  أنُادم  أنتظرك،  أزال  [وما 

ي حسنوأنتظركَ، أتشوّى بجمار الندم وأنتظركَ، كما انتظرت أمّ 
أمّ  حظّ  مثل  البنت  حظَّ  أنَّ  عن  الطرفَ  أشُیح  أنتظرك،  ھا الغریب 

أنَّ الإیقاعَ الفاتنَ جرّاء تكرار الفعل   في  شكَّ   . لا"]12وأنتظرك. ص
"أنتظرك" المفاجئة  الاستعارة  مع  الندم،..."  بجمار  " أتشوّى 

القَار اھتمامَ  بعُدًْ   ئ یمُركزان  ذاتھَا  القراءةَ  تأمّ ویمنحان  لیكفَّلی�ا  ا، 
كذَلَِكَ فسحة نَظرٍَ    بل  ،ا للعلاَماتِ فحسبُ ا أفَقی�السَّردُ عن كونھ تلفُّظً 

لكلمةِ ذاتھا حین یغدو للكلمةِ حضورُھا الجماليُّ، ویصبحُ  في جَسدَِ ا
مفتوحً  منھ  مساحاتٍ  في  والفیض  النصُّ  والدّھشة  الغرابةِ  على  ا 

ات تعتري حركة الخطاب  ساع أمداء المتخیّل، على طیّواتّ   الدّلاليّ 
 بھا ویبقى ھناك على ضفاف السرّد ـ الشعر:   ئُ لیَتعَثرّ القار  السرّديّ 

انان، رمّ ة رمّ "تقول: "عطشان!"، كلمةٌ واحدةٌ تنفرط حلوةً كحبّ [
ان الوعود  ان صدري الذي على انتظار، رمّ تشرین الذي أحبّ، رمّ 

. لو من یدي أسقیكَ كمشةَ ماءٍ مجبولٍ بتمیمةٍ  244الباذخة. ص  
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الأبد. ص   إلى  قربي  الحبّ 244تبقیكَ  "اللمس أصابع  قلتَ:   .."
، "]. بھذا الاكتناز الجماليّ 246ھ أصابع. صصار الفضاء حولنا كلّ 

، ئا في أفق القار" جُرْحً لا ماء یرویھاروایة "  تسبّب بھذه الوعود  
بناتٍ، حكایةَ عشقٍ، سیرة "حیاة"، فبیتٌ لا   لتروي حكایةَ "بنتٍ"، 

 بنات فیھ، لا سرد فیھ؛ بیتٌ خراب! 

 ملاحظات الكاتبة نجاة عبد الصمد 

موا مداخلات  اء الذین قدّ ا للأحبّ، وشكرً ؤتمر لإدارة الما جزیلاً شكرً 
یقول ما یرید عادةً   الروائيّ   حول روایتي. حقیقةً، أعتقد أنّ   اوأوراقً 

مھ إلى الناشر، لا یعود  في كتابھ، وبعد أن ینتھي من ھذا الكتاب ویسلّ 
 . ینتمي إلیھ وحده، بل إلى كلّ مَن سیقرؤونھ

أيّ ف،  على اختلافھ وتنوعھ، حبّ   ما قیل بكلّ   استمعت إلى كلّ 
ا ما فیھ شیئً   ا في الآراء ھو دلیل على أنّ كتاب یثیر الجدل واختلافً 

من أھمّ وظائف ، وھذه  والابتكار  محاكمةوالیثیر المعاني والأسئلة  
 الأدب.

. كتبتوُفِّقتُ بما  ما،    ما، أو على قدرٍ   إلى حدٍّ   أكون  ى أنأتمنّ 
قبلھا كنت قد ي.  ". في الحقیقة، ھي الثانیة بین روایاتماء یرویھا  لا"

"، وھي عن اغتراب رجالنا في محافظة السویداء  بلاد المنافيكتبت "
حتّ  العشرین  القرن  في  عبر  الأولى  فرصتھم  كانت  الوقت.  ھذا  ى 

دولة من أجل    حیاتھم أن یجدوا تأشیرة لیسافروا إلى أيّ   تأمین موارد
 في السنوات الأخیرة فقط لیدفنوا  إلى السویداء إلاّ   یعودوا، ولا  العمل

 في بلادھم عندما یموتون. 

 " أكتب  بدأت  یرویھا  لاعندما  الروائيّ ماء  المشروع  بدأ   ،"
ة الصغیرة والفقیرة  محافظیتبلور في ذھني. منطقة السویداء، ھذه ال
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جنوب   أقصى  ومھمّشة،  سوریةفي  الغنى مھمَلةٌ  من  وفیھا   ،
ة ما یساوي أو یفوق مقدار عطش أھلھا. لا ینزل  والثروات البشریّ 

یكفي من مطر ما  تھتمّ السماء  علیھا  ولا  نا. ھبسقایتھاالحكومة    ، 
 . والعطش المعنويّ  يّ العطش المادّ  یتمازج فیھا

للحبّ  للماء والعطش المعنويّ  يّ ھذه التوأمة بین العطش المادّ 
، وكما بل على العكسالتي لم تمت، ء، السویدا أساس مشكلاتھي 

كانت،  ذه المنطقةا لھا وافیً تاریخً   في ھذا المؤتمر  م المحاضرونقدّ 
المساھمین أبرز  السوریّ  السویداء من  الدولة  تشكیل  الوطنیّفي  ة ة 

السوریّ.  وصناعتھا الثورة  في  البدایة  في  الكبرى  شاركت  عام الة 
الثورة،  ھا في ھذهكلّ  في سوریة شھداء، وقدّمت ثلثي عدد ال1925

أنّ  حین  نسبةً   في  السویداء  الدروز في  سكّ   عدد  لا  سوریةان  إلى 
ي عدد  موا ثلثَ قدّ ة  ان سوری % من سكّ 2  % فقط، أي أنّ 2یتجاوز  

 . الفرنسيّ  من الاستعمار سوریةتحریر  الشھداء في سبیل 

من جبال لبنان، وجبال    مھاجرین  إلى جبل العرب الدروز    قدم
كانت أسباب ھجرتھم إلى جبل  قرب حلب.    اقفلسطین، وجبال السمّ 

ام، ظلم الحكّ أو سنوات الجفاف أو  بسبب الحروب    العرب مختلفة،
ىوساروا معھ حتّ حیاتھم فیھ    بدأوافیما بینھم.    العائليّ   قتتالالاوكذلك  

عندعالقةً    أجزاء من قلوبھمظلّت  إن  وة،  ة السوریّ بناء الدولة الوطنیّ
 في لبنان وفلسطین وحلب.   وأقاربھم الدروز الباقین  جذورھم الأولى

أنّ   لكنّ  حدث  إلى  سوریة  الذي  سعت  الأسد،  حكم  تحت   ،
و  أيّ حصارھم،  حقیقيّ تنوّ   طمس  إشراكھم في   ع  عدم  عن طریق 
الحكم وإدارة  والمؤثّ ،  العالیة  الرتب  من  الجیشحرمانھم  في  ، رة 

ة الجوع. ومع ذلك، وعدم تأمین لقمة العیش، بحیث یبقون على حافّ 
بالقصائد،  بالریاضة،  بالموسیقى،  بالفنون،  قاوموا  بالعلم،  قاوموا 

، ومنةجامعیّشھادةٍ  من     في السویداءبمعارض الرسم. لا یخلو بیتٌ 
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آلة موسیقیّ ومن  فنّ   ریاضيّ   أو منة،  مكتبة،  أو  عازف  ان فيأو 
 المجالات. ھذه ھي ثروتھم.  مختلف

الأسد،  سقط  وعندما   سلطةٌ حكم  بعده  لتحكمة  تكفیریّ   وجاءت 
فعلتھأوّ   ، كانسوریة ما  قرّ أنّ   ل  الساحل  ھا  تنفیذ مجازر، في  رت 

السویداء،  لاحقً   وأكملتھا،  لاً أوّ   السوريّ  بحقّ ا في  ابح مذ  ھمارتكبت 
جماعیّ  عرقيّ إبادة  أو تطھیر  فقط لأنّ ة  أنّ و  ھم دروز. ،  ، نافي حین 

السویداء  نحن  ألاّ أھل  على  دأبنا  أنفسنا  نقدّ   ،  ینكسوریّ سوى  م 
یدلّ   فإنّ   ،الدینيّ تنا  ونطمس جزء ھویّ   انغلاق   على مدىما حدث 

على  الأقلیات   ة على سنیّتحریضھا لأبناء الطائفة الالحكومة، و   ھذه
ھذه الأقلیات   في الوطن، فأخذوا یدعون لإبادة  ا عدوٌّ لا شریكٌ ھأنّ 

 . بمن فیھم الدروز

ي ھ الصدمة،    أعمق أشكال  كانت مجازر تموز بحق الدروز
 وناشطة على الأرض،أنا كأدیبة، الخذلان العمیق بشركاء وطننا. و

أیّ  بتوثیق ما حصل،  انشغلت في  جاھدتُ لأرفع صوتي  ام المذبحة 
السماءى  حتّ  إلى  إلى  العالم،  في  المنابر  المكتوب  ،  جمیع  بالدلیل 

سأعودا، وفي الروایة تحدیدً  بینما في الأدب،حصل.   ما  والمصوّر
ة وصبر، فلا یكتمل الفنّ الروائيّ  یّ موضوعأكتب بھدوءٍ ورویّة وو

 . امن دونھا جمیعً 

یخصّ  كلّ حریّ  فیما  الحاضر  الوقت  في  نحن  صوت  اتنا،  نا 
من أجل أن نحافظ على مجتمعنا الدرزيّ   وفكريّ   ونضال میدانيّ 

تحكم بلدنا. وعندما  ة ومتفرّدةخاصّ ة  في السویداء كمجتمع لھ ھویّ 
إلینا تنظر  أقلیّ  كمواطنین  حكومة  وأكثریّ لا  تجدنا في  ةات  ، سوف 

أن ازر وقد تعلمّتُ من المج. الوطنيّ الذي یشھد تاریخنا علیھمكاننا 
اتناجمیع أجزاء ھویّ  إلى أنّ   الذي سأكتبھ مستقبلاً   الأدب  أنتبھ في

ھویتنا ة،  مھمّ  فیھا  نھر ة،  الطائفیّ  بما  ترفد  وتبقى ة،  الإنسانیّ   وكلھا 
 . یلمن إرثھا الجم اجزءً 
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روایتي علیھ حقیقةً في   تُ شتغلا  ما  ھذا ما سأشتغل علیھ، وھو 
الجبال الأخیرة " التأیتام  منّ "،  كتابتھُا  استغرقت  طویلة،   سنین ي  ي 

: من خارج مجتمع الدروز  قصدتُ فیھا أن أخاطب الآخر، أيّ آخر 
 ،زھموتھم أو رما عباد  ك تجھل طباعھم أولأنّ إذا كنت تخاف منھم  

، أنا أفرد لك ھذا المجتمع، تعال، واقرأ.  فتعالَ 

لى حینھ، لن  ا. وإدً جیّبعضًا    نعرف بعضنا ل  أن نقرأ   إلى   نحتاج
سوفة، و یّالإبداع   ون الفن  وجمیع أشكال  الترجمة،الكتابة وعن    نكفّ 
منظومة  من  مجتمعنا الدرزيّ   ن یخرج نشتغل في أدبنا على أ  نظلّ 

والإناث الذكور  بین  الإرث  توزیع  في  والظلم  وباقي  الذكورة   ،
 ى الآن. ھا حتّ حلّ  التي لم یتمّ  تكلاالمش

سوف نشتغل على جبھتین: واحدة في مخاطبة الآخر، وفرد  
والأ لھ،  بیادي  سلوكھ تجاھنالیس مخیرًّ ھ  أنّ تذكیره  أن  ا في  علیھ   ،

على تطویر    حرصن كذلك نحن،  یحترم أخلاق الإنسان في داخلنا، و
الأدبیّ  الرسالة  ھي  ھذه  في   ةمجتمعنا.  تقدیمھا  على  أحرص  التي 

ةى أن یأتي یوم وتقُرأ باللغات الأجنبیّأتمنّ و ة،روایاتي بلغتي العربیّ
 . امن بعض، أینما كنّ  بعضنا وتقرّبنا كبشرالأخرى، 
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Abstract 
This forum presents five critical analyses of Dr. Kais Firro’s influential work Druze in the 
Time of Inattention, each offering a unique perspective on Druze identity, Zionist 
historiography, and the politics of representation. The contributors examine Firro’s archival 
methods, his portrayal of Druze resistance, and the broader effects of state-sponsored 
narratives that aim to disconnect minority communities from their Arab and Palestinian roots. 
From uncovering suppressed histories to challenging myths of assimilation, the essays explore 
how colonial and postcolonial strategies have influenced perceptions of the Druze as 
collaborators, outliers, or passive subjects. The forum also includes internal critiques of Firro’s 
work, questioning its treatment of Druze leadership, its contextual gaps, and its reliance on 
binary oppositions. Collectively, these contributions shed light on the complexity of Druze 
political agency, the enduring influence of sectarian stereotypes, and the importance of 
nuanced, historically grounded scholarship. In light of recent violence in Sweida and renewed 
accusations against Druze communities, this forum is both timely and urgent, providing a 
platform to rethink identity, resistance, and the ethics of historical writing within the contexts 
of Palestine and the broader Arab world. 

Keywords: Druze Identity, Zionist Historiography, Colonialism and Resistance, Sectarian 
Politics, Historical Narrative Construction. 
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DEBATE 

“By the Plow of Archives and the Rifle of Critique: Kais Firro’s Final Stand against the Zionist 
Project,” by Said Abou Zaki 

Few books are comparable to Kais Firro’s Druze in the Time of Inattention: From the Palestinian Plow to the Israeli 
Rifle in its intellectual richness and the diversity of its research domains.1 Published in 2019 by the Institute for 
Palestine Studies, the book weaves multiple research trajectories into a coherent constellation of meanings and 
purposes. On the one hand, it offers a historical account of one of the Arab minorities in Palestine—the Druze 
community—as it struggles to preserve its existence and identity amid profound transformations, beginning 
with the British Mandate, which paved the way for the implementation of the Balfour Declaration, and 
culminating in the establishment of the State of Israel, an entity that defines itself through an existential 
antagonism toward the Arab Palestinians and the surrounding Arab world, including states that are home to 
other Druze communities. On the other hand, the book provides an in-depth study of the structure of the 
Zionist-Israeli mindset and its colonial practices. It also constitutes a rigorous critique of Orientalist scholarship 
on the Druze of Palestine, particularly studies produced by Israeli researchers. Most importantly, given that it 
was published shortly after his death, the book may be read as Kais Firro’s—the Palestinian Druze—final stand 
in resisting a colonial entity that expropriated his land and the land of his community, and that has sought, and 
continues to seek, to dispossess them of their consciousness and identity as well. 

In his final book, Kais Firro examines the roots of the Druze–Zionist relationship and its evolution from 
the period of the British Mandate through the 1970s. This was not his first engagement with the subject. In 
1999, he published a book in English entitled The Druze in the Jewish State: A Brief History, which helped establish 
him as one of the foremost contemporary historians of Druze affairs. Nor was Firro the first scholar to address 
this topic, as it had been explored earlier by other researchers, particularly Lebanese Druze scholars—most 
notably Ghalib Abu Musleh in The Druze under Israeli Occupation (1975) and Wafiq Ghrayzi in The Suffering of the 
Druze Unitarian Community in the Occupied Territories (1984). 

Firro’s final work is distinguished from these two studies by its reliance on the Israeli archive as a primary 
source for his research, alongside more conventional sources. This archive was not accessible to Abu Musleh or 
Ghrayzi; consequently, their studies—despite their significance—were limited to published primary and 
secondary sources as well as oral accounts.  The significance of relying on Israeli archival materials and 
examining them through a rigorous critical methodology lies in their ability to reveal the structural patterns of 
colonial thought underlying the Zionist establishment, as well as the intentions and objectives of its leading 
figures, articulated in their own voices and writings—that is, from original sources. As such, the accuracy and 
reliability of these materials are difficult to contest, whether by Israelis themselves, by Arab collaborators, or by 
Arab opponents alike. 

What distinguishes this book from Firro’s earlier work is, firstly, what Firro himself notes in the introduction, 
where he states that the bulk of the Israeli archival materials on which he relies are new and that they “revealed 
many aspects not addressed in my previous book” (1). He also notes that he “expanded the presentation and 
analysis of the historical events that took place during the Mandate period (1920–1948)” (ibid.). Another feature, 
which, in my view, is equally important to the foregoing, is that this time he wrote in Arabic. This choice 
facilitates broader access to his ideas and the key findings of his research for the Arab reader in general, and for 
the Arabs of the State of Israel in particular. Firro explains in the introduction that, due to the “absence of 
Palestinian archival materials conveying the Palestinian narrative of events,” he sought “to examine Israeli 

1 While the standard transliteration is Qais, this text uses Kais to maintain consistency with the author’s own 
publications and to facilitate accurate academic referencing. 
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archival materials themselves for information pointing to this narrative, and to search for other primary sources 
that might liberate the Palestinian narrative from the dominance of Zionist archives” (2). In this context, he 
also drew on oral accounts (ibid.). 

This remark of Firro’s is of considerable significance, as it accounts for what I noted in the introduction to 
this review—namely, that this book represents his final station in resisting the projects of the Zionist 
establishment toward the Arabs of the interior in general, and the Druze among them in particular. This is 
because one of his principal aims is to enable Arab-Palestinians—especially members of his own Druze 
community--to reclaim the historical narrative of their relationship first with the Zionists, and later with the 
State of Israel, thereby contributing to the recovery and preservation of collective memory, as well as to the 
affirmation and consolidation of identity and belonging. 

Firro divides the book into seven chapters, arranged according to a progressive periodization that traces 
significant transformations in the history of the Zionist project on the one hand, and its impact on the Druze 
in Palestine on the other. The first three chapters cover the period of the British Mandate, extending through 
the Second World War and its aftermath. Most notably, these chapters reveal that local Druze leaders chose a 
position of neutrality toward the Palestinian–Zionist conflict in an effort to avoid becoming embroiled in a 
struggle that could threaten their very existence (141). 

Another important point is Firro’s deconstruction, through rigorous scholarly critique, of the claim advanced 
by Israeli historians that the participation of Druze from Palestine, Syria, and Lebanon in the ranks of the 
Palestinian resistance constituted an implementation of taqiyya—a practice these historians allege the Druze 
have habitually practiced (11–17). Nevertheless, Firro did not see the motive of preserving communal survival 
as a sufficient justification for the stance of neutrality adopted by the majority of the Druze of Palestine in the 
Arab–Zionist conflict before 1948. He thus deemed it necessary to explain this decision with a historical 
materialist analysis, attributing it to the fact that the Druze of Palestine remained at the stage of relatively simple 
agrarian societies, where local identities rooted in social and religious loyalties predominated. As a result, no 
educated elite emerged among them capable of internalizing concepts of national, patriotic, and Islamic 
belonging, and consequently of grasping the true nature of the conflict and engaging more effectively in 
resistance to Zionist colonial schemes. 
“what matters … is that you know that we (the Druze) are Arabs, and an Arab does not fight his 
Arab brother” (287) 

There may be some truth to this analysis; however, it overlooks an important reality—namely, that the 
Druze ʿuqqāl had articulated, centuries earlier, a clearly defined Arab-Islamic identity, which found early 
expression in the exhortative and historical literature associated with the most prominent religious reformer 
among the Druze of the Levant, Emir ʿAbdallah al-Tanukhi (d. 1479). There is little doubt that the spiritual 
leaders of the Druze of Palestine possessed sufficient awareness of this encompassing identity (260, 283, 287), 
yet they nonetheless opted for neutrality. Viewed retrospectively from the present, it becomes clear that this 
choice was a principal factor in their remaining on their land; it may therefore be regarded as another form of 
pragmatic, nonviolent resistance, embodied in the preservation of presence, rootedness, and steadfastness on 
the land. 
“the creation of a conflict between the majority and minorities in the Arab countries” (194) 

As for the leaders of the Zionist movement, these chapters show that they have engaged—since the outset 
and continuing to this day—with the various components of Palestinian society based on a historical, 
religious, and cultural understanding of the geographic, sectarian, and social milieus to which these 
components belong (208). They identified the principal points of vulnerability among Sunni Arabs, who 
constitute the largest and most powerful component in Palestine and its surroundings, viewing them as the 
heirs to the history of Arab-Islamic conquests as well as to the Muslim empires that ruled the region for 
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centuries, most recently the Ottoman Empire—periods all associated with recurrent episodes of persecution 
of non-Muslim communities and non-Sunni Islamic sects in the region (195).  

Accordingly, early Zionists devised the concept of the “alliance of minorities,” grounded in a notion of 
shared victimhood, which served the Zionist project in two principal ways. First, it enabled the 
implementation of a “divide and rule” policy aimed at fragmenting Palestinian society and weakening its 
capacity for resistance. Second, it sought to fragment the immediate regional environment of the anticipated 
State of Israel by encouraging ethnic and sectarian minorities to establish separate entities that would protect 
them from what was portrayed as the threat posed by Sunni Arabs (194). This, in turn, would provide a 
justification for the existence of a Jewish national state in the region on the one hand, while simultaneously 
weakening the Arab–Sunni state, which was regarded as the greatest threat to Israel and its continuity, on the 
other (198). 

From this perspective, a plan was advanced in the late 1930s to transfer the Druze of Palestine to Jabal 
Ḥawrān, ostensibly to protect them from Sunni Arabs who were said to be repeatedly attacking their villages, 
while simultaneously encouraging them to establish an independent state in Ḥawrān that would maintain 
friendly relations with the State of Israel (56). This plan, however, never came to fruition, as the Second 
World War undermined its political and financial foundations (124). Here, Firro’s awareness of the 
significance of his book for the Palestinian cause more broadly becomes evident. Just as the Zionists 
benefited from identifying and exploiting the points of weakness of their adversaries in shaping the outcome 
of the conflict, he argues that Arabs in general—and Sunni Palestinians in particular—must come to 
understand their own vulnerabilities as reflected in the mirror of Zionist thought to regain the initiative and 
the sources of strength. 

Therefore, Firro’s book highlights the centrality of the problem of sectarian and ethnic minorities in this 
context—an issue underscored by recent developments in the region with the rise of extremist jihadist 
movements and their targeting of minorities through mass killing and religious and social persecution, in 
addition to Israel’s exploitation of these events.2 An attentive reader may observe that Firro, driven by a 
political desire to reduce divisions among Arab Palestinians, sought to downplay the assaults suffered by the 
Druze of Palestine at the hands of their Sunni Arab neighbors before the establishment of the State of Israel. 
He offers a convincing example of this approach in his discussion of the 1938 incident in ʿIsfiyā (73–74), 
demonstrating how the Zionists exaggerated such attacks to sow discord between the Druze and Sunni Arabs 
in Palestine—an argument that is indeed valid. 

However, Firro overlooks the fact that Druze collective memory in the Levant in general, and in Palestine 
in particular, preserves numerous instances of severe sectarian persecution, many of which were associated 
with Sunnis, whether Arab or Turkish. Accordingly, it might have been more appropriate in this context to 
draw attention to the seriousness of this historical vulnerability in the relationship between Sunni Arabs and 
local minorities, to sharpen awareness of the gravity of the problem highlighted by the book, rather than 
attempting to downplay it by relying on specific incidents that Zionists operatives exaggerated; for the first 
step toward treating any ailment is diagnosing it; as the old adage has it, “Were it not for the pores in the skin, 
poison would not enter the body.” 

The declaration of the State of Israel in 1948 constituted a pivotal turning point in the history of the 
Zionist movement, and Firro’s book shows that it also marked a decisive shift in Zionist approaches to the 

2 For more details, see: Said Abou Zaki and Rami Zeedan, “For Syrian Druze, latest violence is one more 
chapter in a centuries-long struggle over autonomy,” The Conversation, 11 August 2025. 
https://theconversation.com/for-syrian-druze-latest-violence-is-one-more-chapter-in-a-centuries-long-
struggle-over-autonomy-261910   

https://theconversation.com/for-syrian-druze-latest-violence-is-one-more-chapter-in-a-centuries-long-struggle-over-autonomy-261910
https://theconversation.com/for-syrian-druze-latest-violence-is-one-more-chapter-in-a-centuries-long-struggle-over-autonomy-261910
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question of the Druze of Palestine, in particular, and to the Arabs of the interior more broadly. The four 
subsequent chapters demonstrate how the focus of the Zionist establishment shifted from the project of 
transferring the Druze to Ḥawrān to their incorporation within the state, and to their instrumentalization as a 
means of achieving two principal objectives regarded in Zionist thought as strategic pillars for ensuring the 
state’s continuity. 
“a poisoned dagger in the back of Arab unity” (198). 

The first objective was internal: to prevent the Arabs of Palestine from coalescing around a unifying 
identity from which a unified nationalist movement might emerge that would pose a threat to Israel’s security 
(198, 243–244, 342). To this end, the Zionist establishment sought to foment discord among Arab 
components. For example, permitting the Druze to harvest their crops while preventing Sunnis from doing 
so (173–174) was intended to arouse Sunni suspicion toward the Druze and to widen the distance between 
them. 

Along the same lines, a special military unit for the Druze was established within the Israeli army. The 
government subsequently imposed compulsory conscription on Druze youth—unlike other minorities—in 
1956, claiming, contrary to reality, that this decision had been taken in response to a request by the 
community’s notables (281, 287–288). Clearly, the aim of the Zionist establishment was to deepen suspicion 
and division between the Druze and Sunni Arabs, both inside and outside Palestine (290), as the latter would 
perceive Druze participation in the army as hostility toward them and as a betrayal of the Palestinian cause, 
particularly since these units were at times tasked with carrying out operations directed against surrounding 
Arab communities (194). 

In addition, the policy of compulsory conscription served another purpose that complemented the Israeli 
government’s policy of expropriating the lands of Druze villages. Through this conjunction, the state sought 
to push the Druze away from agriculture and toward integration into the Israeli economy, particularly the 
military. The government viewed such integration as a means of strengthening Druze loyalty to the state by 
tying their sources of livelihood to it. 

This logic explains the second part of the book’s title, From the Palestinian Plow to the Israeli Rifle, which 
points to a causal relationship between the Druze’s abandonment of agricultural labor—an activity that had 
afforded them a wider margin of autonomy and a stronger spirit of resistance—and their shift toward military 
service and employment in sectors of the Israeli economy in search of incomes exceeding those provided by 
agriculture. This shift was especially pronounced after the confiscation of much of their land. This process 
deprived them of a significant degree of freedom and capacity for resistance, placing them in a position of 
direct dependency on state authority.3 

The second objective, by contrast, was external and consisted of instrumentalizing the Druze within Israel 
to influence members of their community in the surrounding Arab states (266). The relatively “preferential” 
treatment accorded to the Druze in comparison with other Arab Palestinian communities was intended to 
draw the Druze of Syria and Lebanon toward the Zionist project, particularly when framed within the 
minority question discussed earlier (245). In this context, Israel presents itself as a patron of minorities and a 
protector of their religious rights and social distinctiveness, while portraying Sunni Arabs as the party that 
persecutes minorities, restricts their religious distinctiveness, and seeks to force their assimilation into the 
surrounding environment. 

This conception, when applied in practice, encountered an internal contradiction: for the Zionists 
ultimately viewed the Druze as Arabs and non-Jews who, like other Palestinians, were to be dispossessed of 

3 Ghalib Abu Musleh (1975, 131) offers a clearer account than Firro in explaining the causal relationship that 
renders work on the land a foundation of freedom and national belonging. 
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as much of their land as possible, while at the same time being denied full citizenship that would place them 
on an equal footing with Jews (291). The imposition of compulsory conscription in 1956, together with the 
confiscation of most of the lands of Druze villages—reaching in some cases nearly 80 percent of their pre-
1948 area—generated widespread frustration within the Druze community toward Israeli institutions and led 
to the emergence of multiple protest movements rejecting conscription and resisting land expropriation (282, 
287–288, 302, 315). This situation prompted the Israeli government to work to forge a “Druze 
distinctiveness” in which loyalty to the State of Israel would constitute an organic component. 
“deepening the divide between the Druze and Muslims in Israel and beyond its borders” (333). 

“The truthful is deceived” (al-ṣādiq makhdūʿ) is a phrase repeated by senior Druze ʿuqqāl to describe a 
situation in which a person who adopts truthfulness as a fixed principle is exploited by another who takes 
advantage of the former’s habitual truthfulness and belief that it is a universal human norm, turning it into a 
means of deceiving him. The Druze sought autonomy within their confessional institutions to preserve their 
religious and social distinctiveness—something they regarded as natural, stemming from differences among 
Islamic legal schools, particularly in matters of personal status. From the Zionist perspective, however, 
granting the Druze autonomy in their religious institutions functioned as a tool for constructing a 
distinctiveness separate from that of other Islamic sects (242), and even antagonistic to them, thereby 
distancing the Druze from the rest (333). This distinctiveness was intended both to provoke other groups 
(259) and to instill in Druze consciousness the notion that Israel alone enables them to live their identity in its
entirety, while others harbor hostility toward them. Such a dynamic produces a twofold mechanism: it sets the
other sects against the Druze while making the Druze feel that Israel alone is the sole guarantor of their
freedom and security (333).

In this context came the final chapter of the Zionist policy of dispossessing the Druze of Palestine of what 
is theirs: identity and national belonging. After granting them autonomy in their confessional affairs, the state 
classified the Druze as a nationality or ethnicity separate from the Arabs—a classification concretized by 
replacing “Arab” with “Druze” in the nationality field on identity documents (336). In the late 1970s, the 
authorities also began developing a special educational curriculum for the Druze whose purpose, according to 
Firro, was the “forcible conditioning of consciousness,”4 (kay al-waʿy) (339) by entrenching the notion that 
they are distinct from Islam and from Arabs (341, 345, 358), and that they constitute a minority group that 
can enjoy freedom and security—conditions of human dignity—only through alliance with Israel and 
integration into its institutions (346, 356). This constructed “distinctiveness” was also intended to make the 
Druze forget that, even if they appeared to be in a relatively better position than some Druze communities in 
Arab states, they nonetheless remained second-class citizens in Israel—or, as Firro describes them, “citizens 
in obligations, Arabs in rights” (319). 

“all the peasant farmers signed … except for one—Shaykh Amin Tarif” (312). 

As a researcher specializing in the organization of the Druze religious establishment, I cannot overlook a 
subtle meaning that runs through the book's chapters—one I strongly suspect Firro deliberately intended to 
convey.5 It is difficult to move past his repeated emphasis on the figure of Shaykh Amin Tarif (1898–1993), 

4 Kay al-waʿy (كيّ الوعي) is a metaphor in Arabic critical discourse referring to coercive ideological conditioning 
and the forceful reshaping of consciousness, rather than literal cauterization. 
5 See my work on the organization of the Druze religious establishment, in particular: Said Abou Zaki, 
Mashyakhat ‘Aql al-Duruz fi Lubnan: Bahthun fi Usuliha wa-Ma‘naha wa-Tatawwuriha [The Office of Shaykh al-‘Aql 
of the Druze in Lebanon: An Investigation into Its Origins, Meaning and Development]. (Beirut: Dar al-
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the spiritual leader of the Druze of Palestine, who emerges in the book as an exceptional personality standing 
alone at a delicate intersection between fidelity to principles on the one hand and accommodation to the 
demands of the historical moment on the other. He thus appears as a figure endowed with political wisdom 
that led him to assess the policies of the Druze of Palestine in light of the unity of his community’s fate 
across the region (269, 273, 274); as a practitioner of nonviolent resistance to the Zionist project by offering 
his community a personal example of the necessity of not acquiescing to everything imposed upon them by 
the state (274, 312); and as a spiritual leader who weighed two evils against one another, chose non-negotiable 
priorities, and sought, insofar as possible, to preserve the core doctrinal foundations of Druze identity. 

On the other hand, it is necessary to register a critical observation, which, in my view, would have 
enhanced the value of Firro’s work had he been attentive to it. He highlights the crucial roles played by 
specific Druze figures in bringing the Druze closer to the Zionists before 1948, and subsequently in 
integrating them into the State of Israel after its establishment—most notably Jabr Dahesh al-Muʿaddi (d. 
2009), Ṣāliḥ Khunayfis (d. 2003), and Labib Abu Rukn (d. 1989). However, Firro confines himself to 
presenting their political careers as they appear in Israeli archival materials, with the result that they 
sometimes emerge as collaborators complicit with the Israelis, motivated by personal and utilitarian interests. 
He could, however, have conducted oral interviews with them—especially given that he relied on this type of 
source in other parts of the book—to record their perspectives on pivotal events and to incorporate these 
accounts into his analysis of the relevant archival materials, thereby allowing for a more objective and 
balanced portrayal of these figures. It is also worth noting that two of them were still alive when Firro was 
preparing his first book on this subject, to which I referred earlier. 

In conclusion, Kais Firro’s book constitutes a pioneering and distinguished contribution that enriches 
Druze, Palestinian, and Zionist studies, while also opening broader horizons for understanding the history of 
the region more generally, thus establishing itself as an indispensable reference for scholars working in these 
fields. Its significance lies in the fact that it offers an account more closely grounded in historical realities, 
drawing on archival documents and rare testimonies that have seldom been examined in previous scholarship. 
Accordingly, a careful reading of the book is not merely an intellectual choice but an epistemic necessity for 
every scholar and reader interested in the history of the region—particularly Druze and Palestinians—given 
the opportunity it provides to rethink their collective memory and their relationship with the Other. It is an 
exceptional work that compels sustained engagement and rewards attentive reading, for the scholarly value 
and intellectual pleasure it offers will endure for many years to come. 

“Unmasking the Narrative: Dr. Kais Firro and the Druze Identity in the Shadow of Zionism,” by 
Mireille Rebeiz 

Author of two important books: Inventing Lebanon: Nationalism and the State Under the Mandate (2002) and 
Metamorphosis of the Nation (al-Umma): The Rise of Arabism and Minorities in Syria and Lebanon, 1850-1940 (2009), 
Dr. Kais Firro was also a professor of Middle East History Studies at the University of Haifa. 

Although El Duruz Fi Zaman El Ghaflah. Min El-Mehrath El-Falasteeni Ila El-Bundukiya El-Israeliya appeared 
in 2019 with the Institute for Palestine Studies; it could not be timelier, considering the rise of violence in 
Sweida governorate in Southern Syria, and the massacres of the Druze at the hands of Sunni jihadist groups 
loyal to the transitional president, Ahmed al-Sharaa.  

Machreq, 2021); and Said Abou Zaki, “The Religious Attitude of the Druze Toward Violence: A Study Based 
on Oral Sources,” Druze Studies Journal 1 (2024). 
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In July 2025, the Druze of Sweida were falsely accused of attacking Bedouins, which sparked waves of 
sectarian killing. Unfortunately, recent events brought back serious yet unfounded accusations: that the Druze 
are not Arabs and Muslims, and that they do not support the Palestinian cause.6  

These accusations are not new, and Firro’s book is here to set the record straight and to counter this false 
narrative, which was initially spread by pro-Zionist historians. In essence, Firro’s book combats the claim put 
forward by early Israeli policymakers that the Druze and Zionists are alike, as they were both persecuted by 
Arabs and Muslims.   

According to Firro, this comparison is wrong but also problematic for several reasons: 
First, academic research welcomes comparative studies of religion, provided they are conducted with 

integrity and attention to historical truth. However, this is not the case. Pro-Zionist historians purposely 
conflated Zionism and Judaism, and while there is no doubt that religious minorities suffered and continue to 
do so in the Middle East at the hands of radical groups, it would be false to assert that the Arab and Muslim 
opposition to Zionism was (and is) an opposition to a religious minority. Arabs and Muslims in the Middle 
East – including the Druze - opposed the Zionist colonial project that called for the dispossession of the 
Palestinian people and their ethnic cleansing since the early twentieth century.  

Second, in asserting that Druze and Zionists are alike in their struggles in the Middle East, pro-Zionist 
scholars placed the Druze of Palestine in opposition to their fellow Arabs and Muslims and therefore stripped 
them of their Arab identity.  

Lastly, pro-Zionist scholars misinterpreted the Druze faith and the principal of Al-Taqiyyah, a practice that 
allows the concealing of one’s religious beliefs under threat of persecution or fear of physical harm; they 
interpreted this concept as assimilation or trickery to either compliment the Druze for their ability to 
assimilate and live peacefully in Israel or to insult them by depicting them as scheming and dishonest.  

In consulting Israeli archives, Firro shows how early Israeli policymakers misused historical documents to 
cite snippets that suited their political agenda of an imagined strong Druze-Zionist relation. Firro corrects the 
course by showing what was omitted; he includes and analyzes the full quotes, ones that reflect a strong 
Druze opposition to the Zionist project and pride in one’s Arab and Druze identity. In referencing official 
and personal accounts, he also shows the discrimination Palestinian Druze endured and how pro-Zionist 
scholars often talked about them as greedy and immoral mercenaries.  

Firro recognizes the limitation of his research method: the Israeli archive, like any archive, can be biased in 
how materials are included, excluded, organized, and described, and this bias may alter historical facts and 
silence specific communities. As such, he supplements his research by studying the work of Arab scholars. 

In addition to the general Introduction and Conclusion, Firro writes six chapters that show the strong ties 
between the Druze of Lebanon, Syria, and historical Palestine, and the challenges they faced. He traces the 
Druze’s role in opposing the Ottoman Empire as well as colonial powers in the region. Chapters five and six 
are important as they respond to today’s accusation of Druze’s betrayal of the Palestinian cause and address 
the thorny question of Druze serving in the Israeli military.  

In these chapters, Firro shows how the Druze in Palestine were punished for resisting Israeli occupation. 
He carefully traces how early Israeli leaders alienated the Druze from the rest of the Arabs and Muslim 
communities, starting with the amendment of their personal identification and the removal of the label 
“Arab” to replace it with “Druze.” He shows how the Druze were deprived of their agricultural lands, and 
how they were forced into working with the Israeli public sector, including military service, which offered 
small financial compensation in exchange for their dispossession. And while Zionist leaders praised the 

6 See: Mireille Rebeiz & Said Abou Zaki, “The Druze are a tightly knit community – and the violence in Syria 
is triggering fears in Lebanon,” The Conversation, August 6, 2025.  

https://theconversation.com/the-druze-are-a-tightly-knit-community-and-the-violence-in-syria-is-triggering-fears-in-lebanon-261931
https://theconversation.com/the-druze-are-a-tightly-knit-community-and-the-violence-in-syria-is-triggering-fears-in-lebanon-261931
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Druze for their supposed assimilation, they treated them like they treated all Arabs and Muslims in Israel: 
poorly and unfairly.   

Firro’s meticulous research debunks several claims spread by pro-Zionist scholars, which – I would add – 
are endorsed today by a few misguided conservative Muslim voices: the claim that Druze are not Arabs and 
Muslims, the claim that they did not resist the colonial Zionist project in historical Palestine, the claim that 
they have preferential treatment in Israel, and that they assimilated into the Israeli society. 

El Duruz Fi Zaman El Ghaflah shows the Druze’s great struggle to preserve their religious autonomy, the 
false Zionist narrative of the Druze’s assimilation into Israel, and its failure in erasing the Druze Arab and 
Muslim identity.  

Perhaps the one criticism I have is the absence of a description of the structure in the Introduction. A 
detailed presentation of the different chapters would have helped the reader connect the central thesis with 
the numerous arguments presented in the book.   

The book is an essential research contribution to understanding the historical and social transformations 
within the Palestinian Druze community. It goes beyond the false and predominant narrative that portrays the 
Druze as a homogenous group loyal to the Zionist project. Instead, it offers a detailed analysis of the history 
of this community before and after the rise of the state of Israel and the impact of the Arab-Israeli conflict on 
their identity.  

It is no coincidence that Firro titled his book El Duruz Fi Zaman El Ghaflah, which translates as "The 
Druze in Times of Inattention." Between their dispossession, their well-orchestrated alienation from the Arab 
and Muslim world, and the mandatory service imposed in 1956, Palestinian Druze were caught off guard, and 
it took some time to get organized and to fight for their rights.  

Firro’s work is brave for its criticism of Israel but also for depicting the world of a tight-knit community, 
one that is very private and often misunderstood in the Arab and Muslim world. And while Firro’s work is 
vital to understanding this community and its history, it does not necessarily shelter them from further 
reproach: we know that the rise of the state of Israel forced many Palestinian Druze to collaborate. However, 
this depiction of history – while not intended to be apologetic – does not make the relationships between 
Palestinian Druze and other neighboring communities any easier. It will be very hard for a Lebanese, Syrian, 
or Palestinian to see a fellow Arab carrying a gun and wearing the military uniform of the occupying force.  

“Kais Firro and the Deconstruction of the Myth: The Druze Between Truth and Fabrication” by 
Rabah Halabi 

What Firro left in our hands, before he departed, in his book "Druze in the Time of Inattention: From 
the Palestinian Plow to the Israeli Rifle," is a legacy binding upon us. This is a comprehensive and integrated 
text on the journey of the Ma'roufiyyah (Druze) community in this land, making it an essential reference for 
anyone seeking to understand the truth. 

In this text, Firro completed his journey, or his battle, of rectification through which he confronted the 
Zionist discourse since its inception. This is a battle no less significant than those on the field. As the great 
thinker Edward Said (2014) said: "The battle is usually over the land and the occupation of the land, but it is 
completed by the battle of discourses, where the powerful legitimizes his occupation of the land through his 
discourse, which he dictates to the weak." He adds that liberation is only possible if the oppressed confront 
the discourse first. This is precisely what Firro did over the years, culminating in this book that he left for us 
to continue the journey. 

Firro dismantles the Zionist discourse that was constructed by Jewish researchers and historians who 
poured their efforts into legitimizing and institutionalizing everything they did over the years to build the 
Jewish state. Firro demonstrated how the process of interpreting and creating imaginary narratives took place. 
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How researchers presented the parts of the document texts that suited them, while ignoring and neglecting 
those that did not align with their narrative, and how they sometimes adopted a discourse based on a marginal 
citation of marginalized, or even unknown, people. 

One of the most important issues Firro confronted was the discourse claiming that the Druze's behavior 
here was natural, based on Taqiyya (dissimulation), which the Druze adopt as a religious-political doctrine. 
Over 12 pages in the book's introduction, he demolishes this argument, refuting all the claims made by Jewish 
researchers. It is sufficient here to refer to some of the examples he presented in his proofs, such as the 
Druze's confrontation of Ottoman rule, the leadership of the Druze and Sultan al-Atrash in the revolt against 
the French, and the refusal of the Golan Druze to accept Israeli citizenship. 

In the book, Firro returned to all the evidence from the archives to confront the Zionist discourse that 
the conscription law imposed on the Druze in 1956 was in response to our request and desire. Firro was the 
first to expose this lie at the time, but in this book, as I said earlier, he left no stone unturned, bringing 
everything to the surface to set the record straight and to build a counter-discourse to the one that had 
become a reality over the years. If we talk about the lies on which the discourse towards the Druze was built, 
the issue of conscription is the biggest lie. To understand the facts and their significance, let's start at the 
beginning. 

At the end of 1955, the army command, with Ben-Gurion's blessing, began considering this decision. 
They instructed their clients from the community leadership, as mentioned in the book, to start a propaganda 
campaign to prepare the atmosphere for accepting compulsory conscription. For those who still have doubts, 
Firro brought all the irrefutable documents from the archives to prove that the law mandating conscription of 
the Druze and Circassians was a purely governmental-military decision. The Druze leadership loyal to the 
government played a carefully crafted, orchestrated role, being asked to send letters requesting compulsory 
conscription. Firro proved that officials in the names of these leaders even wrote some of these letters. The 
powerful opposition to this law is the best proof. 

Leading the opposition to the law's imposition was Sheikh Farhoud Farhoud of Rameh, one of the most 
prominent Druze sheikhs at the time and the head of the Daliyat al-Karmel council. Sheikh Qa'ftan Halabi 
also opposed and confronted the law, but the opposition mainly came from the youth themselves, who were 
subject to conscription. In this context, page 284 of the book states: "As a result of the growing movement of 
refusal among the Druze youth, the military governor in the North resorted to the method followed by 
Amnon Yanay in 1953, by enlisting the help of community elders to distribute the conscription orders in the 
villages. But most of those required for compulsory military service refused to receive the conscription 
orders." 

According to the information presented by the conscription office, which Firro brought up on the same 
page, only 28% of those required to serve in compulsory service agreed to receive the conscription orders! In 
numbers, 291 of 374 young men refused to receive these orders. Following this opposition, it was decided to 
deal with the opponents with an iron fist. Many of the refusers were arrested, and criminal files were opened 
against them. That was not enough, and the numbers remained the same. 

This did not deter the Deputy Chief of Staff from his intention to implement the decision by force. From 
the beginning of April 1956, he escalated these harsh measures and brought every refuser to trial. This raised 
the percentage of those complying at the conscription offices to 45% by the middle of that month, or 154 
young men out of 342. 

However, following the imprisonment of many opponents, the percentage of those registered at the 
registration offices subsequently rose to 75%, allowing the military authorities to form the first regiment of 
soldiers serving under compulsory conscription. The rest of the story is known. 
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Here, we must emphasize what Firro confirmed in his book. The plan by the Zionist Movement, and 
subsequently the state apparatus, towards the Druze was meticulous and precisely pre-programmed. 
However, to implement the plan, they sought the assistance of intermediaries and agents within the 
community. And each of these had its own reasons and goals. 

Despite the deployment of numerous resources to implement the aforementioned plans —primarily the 
implementation of the compulsory conscription law—and despite the moral and financial support for 
intermediaries and agents, as well as the persecution of opponents, the opposition front never disappeared. 
Sheikh Farhoud Farhoud formed the Druze Initiative Committee in the early 1970s to organize and 
institutionalize this opposition. 

In reaction, the Israeli establishment separated the Druze education system from the Arab one in 1975. It 
utilized the education system in the Druze villages to produce an Israeli-Druze identity, and a submissive and 
contented Druze, a willing and obedient soldier, who aligns with the regime's aims and interests. 

My sole criticism of the book, which has become an essential reference on the Druze in Israel, is that 
while Firro made the Zionist Movement, and later Israel, clear regarding their role in targeting the Druze and 
detaching them from their identity, and he also pointed the finger of accusation at the Druze leaders who 
participated and contributed to this, he almost entirely absolved the Palestinians and the rest of the Arabs 
from what the situation devolved into for the Druze. In my belief, and as I indicated in my recent book, "The 
Mutilated Druze Identity," the behavior of the Palestinians and Arabs in general towards the Druze 
contributed to the shaping of the mutilated Druze identity. They attached the accusation of betrayal to the 
Druze because of the imposition of the conscription law, even though the majority of them opposed it, as we 
have seen. This is in comparison to the acceptance by all Palestinian Arabs of conscription when the intention 
was to enlist them only two years before the conscription law was imposed on the Druze, as 90% of 
Palestinians registered in the conscription offices willingly and even enthusiastically, as detailed in my 
aforementioned book (Halabi, 2025). Hence, the accusation of betrayal was malicious and unjust, and it 
alienated the Druze from their Arab identity and contributed to the shaping of the Israeli-Druze identity that 
the Israeli authorities planned and designed. And as we see these days, the accusation of betrayal has returned 
to target the Druze in Syria, and it was a primary cause of the massacre in Sweida. Therefore, I believe that a 
deeper study of this phenomenon is warranted to understand it thoroughly, because it governs the 
relationship between Sunni Islam, primarily, and the Druze, regardless of the latter’s actions, and seemingly 
for religious reasons. 

“Beyond the Uniform: Druze Resistance and the Colonial Politics of Division” by Nadia Naser-
Najjab 

When I lived in the West Bank, I frequently experienced the harsh treatment of Druze soldiers at 
checkpoints. I also used to hear people remark that “the soldier was mean and spiteful, a Druze.” Released 
Palestinian prisoners also continue to speak about the brutality of Druze guards in Israeli prisons. There is 
also a generalized misconception of Druze as a monolithic sect that chose to resort to taqiyya, dissimulation, 
as a survival strategy in the face of persecution—even positive exceptions, such as Samih Al Qasem, the 
(Druze) Palestinian poet of resistance. 

There are others, writers like Salman Natour; and members of the Druze Initiative Committee, 
established in 1972, including former member of Israel’s parliament Said Nafa‘a and Druze leaders from 
Lebanon and Syria such as Kamal and his son Walid Jumblatt, both Lebanese Druze national leaders and 
Sultan al-Atrash, who led the 1925 revolt against French colonial rule and resisted the British and Zionists, 
who offer a powerful counter-narrative. None of these has challenged, much less altered, such attitudes.   
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While the perception of Druze reflects real experiences, it lacks the colonial context that purposefully 
shaped this stereotype that presents Druze as a monolithic group, ignoring internal dissent and political 
divides. 

In this book, Firro shows how Zionist misinformation and propaganda have contributed to several 
misconceptions about the Druze. To demonstrate this, he critically analyzes Israeli archives and uses oral 
history, which Zionist historians invariably dismiss as false, distorted, and misleading.  

He shows how selective scholarship and deliberate misinformation overlapped with the use of Zionist 
archives to omit, add, and distort, contributing to inaccurate analysis (157). He also adds that the lack of a 
Palestinian archive created a series of misconceptions among anti-Zionist and even Palestinian historians and, 
crucially, overlooks Druze resistance to the Zionist colonization project.  

Firro uses the testimony of his father and aunt to downsize the importance of the Palestinian fighters' 
attacks on the Druze village of Isfiya in 1938 (72) and also disassembles Zionist claims about the Druze 
leader Sultan al-Atrash’s position on the 30s transfer plan outlined by Zionists to move Druze to Syria and 
settle their land (130). By drawing on his positionality, he can offer insights into Druze resistance to the 
Zionist project during the 1930s and the 1948 war, including their participation in the battles of Hosheh and 
Kasayer near Haifa, where they fought alongside the Arab rescue army and showed remarkable bravery 
(159).7  

After the establishment of Israel, divisions between Druze leaders were institutionalized as part of a 
‘minorities’ policy that closely resembled, and in many respects directly imitated, the Mandate predecessor 
policy. However, Druze were ‘Palestinians’ when it served Zionist interests, as when their land was 
confiscated. This broader ‘logic of elimination’ continues to manifest in Israel’s land expropriation and 
transfer policy (290) and the 2018 ‘nation-state’ law.8  

Israeli land expropriation robbed all Palestinians, including Druze, of the ability to sustain themselves 
with farming. The Israeli government could then use “carrot and stick” tactics to exploit divisions among the 
Druze leadership, an ability further enhanced by compulsory conscription. Including “from the plows to the guns” 
in his title, Firro reflects how these colonial policies forced Druze to trade plows for guns.  

Despite this, Druze resisted conscription, and in villages such as Isfiya and Daliyat al-Carmel, only 200 
individuals registered on June 17, 1953 (268). However, the fact that conscription was essentially imposed on 
the Druze is frequently overlooked. Instead, the enthusiastic support of a few leaders, including letters, which 
Firro contested, that called for conscription to be introduced, is overstated, at the expense of an 
acknowledgement of Druze opposition, which accumulated to the extent that the Israeli government was 
obliged to suppress all voices of opposition after the 26 January 1956 ‘compulsory conscription’ order (282). 
Indeed, conscription only increased (to 75 percent of all eligible conscripts) at the end of the following April, 
after the Israeli government used force and criminal prosecutions (285). 

Resistance against conscription continued, however, including in the aftermath of the 1956 Suez Canal 
crisis, when Druze leaders from Shefa Amer and neighboring villages informed leading figures in the Israeli 
government (on 8 February 1957) that they were not willing to fight their Arab ‘brothers’. This followed an 
appeal by Sultan al-Atrash, broadcast over Damascus radio on 28 August 1956, in which he, echoing other 
Druze leaders in Lebanon and Syria, warned that Israel sought to divide Arabs by separating Druze from the 
Arab community, while denouncing the “collaborating” leaders for their support of conscription. (286). 

7  For more details on the Druze resistance, see: Eduardo Wassim Aboultaif, "Druze politics in Israel: 
Challenging the myth of 'Druze-Zionist covenant,'" Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs 35, no. 4 (2015): 533-555. 
8 For more details on the Nation State Basic Law, see: Rami Zeedan, "Reconsidering the Druze narrative in 
the wake of the basic law: Israel as the nation-state of the Jewish people," Israel Studies 25, no. 3 (2020): 153-
166.
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Serving in the army did not grant Druze equal rights nor shield them from land expropriation. So, they 
continued to resist, including in Kisra village, in the Galilee, where Druze resistance against land confiscation 
and compulsory conscription in 1975 extended to other villages before peaking on 30 March 1976 in Sakhnin, 
when police killed six Palestinians, an event now commemorated on “Land Day”. Kisra and three other 
Druze villages continued to resist until the early 1990s, even under a Likud-led far-right government, resulting 
in less land loss for Druze than other Palestinian citizens (317). Druze resistance to compulsory conscription 
-- including the “Refuse, your people will protect you” campaign launched in March 2013 -- continues in the 
face of Israeli efforts (most notably through education, including curriculum design) to separate Druze 
identity from Palestinian and Arab identity.  

Activists within the movement remain deeply engaged in Arab communities, organizing seminars and 
workshops to raise awareness and offering legal guidance to those refusing military service. 

Young Druze resisters explicitly link their stance to the broader Palestinian struggle against 
institutionalized discrimination and inequality. For example, Baladna – Association for Arab Youth, founded 
in 2001 to combat systemic marginalization and affirm both individual and collective rights, established a 
Druze youth section to address issues surrounding conscription, among others. In doing so, Druze activists 
insist on framing their resistance within the collective Arab-Palestinian struggle, asserting their identity as 
inseparable from it. 

Written in Arabic for Palestinians and Arabs, Firro’s book traces not only conscription but also 
resistance. By challenging Zionist distortions and misrepresentations, he reframes the Druze within the 
broader narrative of dispossession and decolonization.9 This book, therefore, is not about the Druze defeat; it 
is about their ongoing resistance. The book contributes to the ongoing historiographical debate alongside the 
works of Rashid Khalidi, Areej Sabagh-Khoury, Bishara Dounami, and Nur Masalha, which seek to challenge 
and dismantle the distorted Zionist narrative surrounding Palestine, its people, and their resistance. 

Although this book centers on the Druze, it offers critical insight into broader colonial tactics of divide-
and-rule deployed against other communities. In Palestine, for example, the introduction of the so-called 
“Christian bill” in February 2014 sought to isolate Palestinian Christian citizens of Israel by portraying them 
as “non-Arabs, a deliberate attempt to break shared identity and solidarity. The book also deepens our 
understanding of how colonial regimes in the Middle East have manipulated religion to undermine Arab 
identity and isolate minorities, reinforcing fragmentation as a tool of control. 10It is vital reading for those 
studying Palestine and the Middle East, especially amid the genocide in Gaza and renewed Israeli efforts to 
divide Syrians through religious manipulation.  

The book draws on primary sources and offers essential historical context. While its structure lacks 
fluidity, the depth of research and the author’s perseverance, despite health challenges, make it a valuable 
contribution.  

Firro’s work deepens our understanding of decolonizing methodology, offering a critical lens for 
engaging with archives with caution to avoid reproducing colonial misinformation intended to divide and 
displace natives and seize their land. This book deserves translation and wider circulation, both to advance 
scholarship and to help correct misconceptions about Druze.  

“Druze Between State Strategy and Sectarian Blame: A Contextual Critique” by Yusri Hazran 

9 For more details, see: Ilan Pappé, Tariq Dana, and Nadia Naser–Najjab. "Palestine studies, knowledge 
production, and the struggle for decolonisation." Middle East Critique 33, no. 2 (2024): 173-193. 
10 For more details on history of sectarianism in the case of Lebanon see Ussama Makdisi, The culture of 
sectarianism: community, history, and violence in nineteenth-century Ottoman Lebanon (University of California Press, 
2000).  
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Six years ago, the book "The Druze in the Time of Inattention: From the Palestinian Plow to the Israeli 
Rifle" was published, authored by the late Professor Kais Firro. The book addresses several topics, including 
Druze-Jewish relations during the British Mandate period, leading up to the 1948 war. Then it discusses the 
state's policy toward the Druze up to the present day. The Author believes that since the founding of the 
State of Israel, the Israeli establishment has systematically worked to dismantle the Arab affiliation of the 
Druze by applying a methodical policy to separate the Druze from their Arab surroundings. This was 
achieved by exploiting or recruiting the traditional Druze religious and socio-political leaders as collaborators 
or agents, turning the Druze community and its leaders into a tool for the aforementioned purpose. 

The research is considered a translation and expansion of the book that the author published in English in 
1999, titled "The Druze in the Jewish State." Some material from recent publications was incorporated into 
this latest edition. The book is organized chronologically into six chapters, with the first two covering the 
Druze during the Mandate period. The third chapter discusses the Druze role in the 1948 war, followed by 
the fourth chapter, which addresses the state's policy in the first decade and the imposition of compulsory 
conscription on the Druze. The fifth chapter addresses what the author calls "the art of domestication," 
referring to the state's policy towards traditional leadership. The author concludes the book with two chapters 
that address the state's policy toward the Druze, aimed at confiscating their lands and creating economic and 
identity dependence through army service and the "Druze-ization" of educational curricula. 

The book provides the researcher with a deep and documented historical account of the state's policy 
toward the Druze in Israel and, before that, the Zionist Movement. The author demonstrates that the state, 
since its founding, has adopted a systematic policy tending toward separating the Druze from their Arab and 
Islamic environment. The state based its policy on harnessing the minority tendency and harnessed its entire 
system — its branches and components — for this purpose. The state relied on three main pillars in doing 
so. First: building "clientelist" relations, as the author calls them, with the traditional leadership. Second: 
imposing compulsory conscription on Druze males and making it a fundamental life-economic pillar. Third: 
establishing a special education system for the Druze, whose primary function is to foster a Druze-Israeli 
personality through a blend of the two components. The final result of this policy is clear today in the reality 
of the Druze, confirming its success in achieving its goals and aligning the author's analysis with reality, 
thereby linking the past to the present. 

In a deep reading of the historical writing presented by Firro, it seems that the author tends toward an "in 
absentia" trial of the traditional leadership without taking into account the historical contexts specific to the 
Mandate period or the phase after the 1948 war and the repercussions resulting from the collapse of 
Palestinian civil society. Furthermore, the author completely ignores the Palestinian historical context, where 
Palestine slipped into a state of crisis after the Great Palestine Revolt, specifically since the beginning of 
armed action, which introduced Palestinian society into a state of internal conflict and chaos that led to 
fragmentation and horizontal division that affected all segments of Palestinian society. In this context, the 
author clearly tends toward a discourse of victimhood and betrayal, both of which are intertwined to justify 
their actions to the outside and to incriminate the traditional leadership within. 

The author's historical reading surprisingly overlooks the balance of power between state and local 
leadership, especially after the end of the First Arab-Israeli War and the atmosphere of defeat and hostility 
that pervaded. The author does not show any attempt to infer the motives for the local leaders' behaviors 
except by placing them in the category of betrayal and collaboration and other such degenerated academic 
discourse that adopted and demanded idealism while completely ignoring the facts of historical reality, 
immediate interests, and human fears, especially among small groups that were constantly obsessed with 
survival and preserving their existence. This evaluative writing by the author is reflected in the conclusion he 
provides on page 366: 
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"In the chapters of this book, we focused on the changes that led to the transition of the Druze 
community from the Palestinian plow to the Israeli rifle, and on attempts to 'invent a heritage' that is 
compatible with these changes. Although the Israeli rifle relatively succeeded in domesticating and hybridizing 
the Druze leaderships and segments of the community, it could not prevent the continuation of rebellion by 
other segments against carrying the Israeli rifle and against the hybridization of identity." 

In the same context, the author overlooks that these leaders addressed reality within the framework of 
"saving what can be saved," and this approach was not necessarily driven by collaboration or unconditional 
submission to the state's dictates. The premise of "saving what can be saved" was the prevailing one 
throughout the entire Palestinian situation. Was it not the Jericho Conference that started the process of 
canceling Palestinian affiliation in favor of joining the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan? Historical writing must 
be based on the analysis of historical dynamics, processes, and transformations, not projecting the past with 
the constants of the present or holding the makers of the event accountable without analyzing their behavior. 

The historian completely ignores local conflicts and family feuds as a fundamental factor in explaining the 
relations that crystallized between the Zionist Movement and local leaders and figures during the Mandate 
period, when some rightly viewed Zionism as a successful modernity project that could be used to confront 
internal adversaries at the familial or local level. Consequently, the superior, condescending historical 
theorizing in the name of nationalist and patriotic discourse, as well as abstract idealism, confines historical 
developments to the temporal contexts of today's reality rather than to the historical truth of the past. 
Furthermore, such a generalizing reading overlooks the historical details and facts that cannot be ignored for 
understanding the historical process behind the communication and the subsequent alliance with the Zionist 
Movement. This superior-generalizing proposition ignores facts from one side and curtails analysis based on 
the primary and fundamental criteria of historical writing, meaning striving for accuracy, adopting integrity, 
and rising above dressing matters in ideologized discourses that reflect the present and do not read the past. 

In this context, the author tends to focus on state policy, neglecting the internal interests and 
considerations specific to the Druze. On page 263, the author attributes the success of the state's policy in 
separating the Druze from their Arab environment to the lack of educated people and intellectuals. Yet, the 
reality of detachment from the Arab environment has not changed with the steady increase in the number of 
educated people and intellectuals in recent decades. In this regard, the author writes on page 263: 

"The weak political role of the educated during the first decade of the Zionist state's establishment and the 
control of Labor Party patrons over the movements of Druze leaders' intermediaries eased the Israeli 
government's continuation of its policy aimed at separating the Druze community from the rest of the Arab 
communities. After the success in establishing the Minorities Unit in 1948, which was the first step of the 
Israeli government towards this separation, it began in 1953 to take successive steps, the most important of 
which were two: imposing compulsory conscription in 1956, and enacting the Druze Community 
Organization Law in the Knesset in 1957. These two intertwined steps had the greatest impact on the course 
of the political, economic, and cultural development of the Druze in the Zionist state until the present day." 

The author employs a language of justification and defense for the Druze in his writing, situating them 
within an accountability framework. The author writes about the Druze's participation in the 1948 war, 
ignoring that, according to in-depth research by historian Leila Parsons (2000), the Druze in the country did 
not participate and preferred to remain neutral. Out of justification, the author ignores the historical truth 
that the majority of Druze in Palestine did not participate in the war, even if there were unique cases, thus 
confusing the neutrality of the Druze of Palestine with the actual participation of the Druze of Syria and 
Lebanon.11 The author says on page 172: 

11 Yusri Hazran, The Druze community and the Lebanese state: between confrontation and reconciliation (Routledge, 2014). 
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"The Druze wanted to protect themselves from all parties: the Jews, the Arab Salvation Army, and the 
governments of Lebanon and Syria. Their heavy sacrifices and the defeats of the Arab Salvation Army in 
April and May 1948, and especially the [Israeli Army's] repulsion of the invasion of the Arab armies, all 
reinforced the position of those [Druze] who preferred to associate with the Jews." 

The statement above does not fully reflect historical reality because the Druze in the country did not 
actually participate in the war; instead, participation was from Druze from Syria and Lebanon within the Arab 
Salvation Army. 

The author overlooks that the discourse of excommunication and betrayal (takfir wa takhween) that the 
Druze encountered in the Arab and Islamic environment contributed significantly to the success of the state's 
fragmentation projects against the Druze, and that sectarian tendencies often accompanied this discourse. 
Furthermore, the Arab nationalist discourse considered any reference to local identities to be an absolute 
contradiction to encompassing nationalism, ignoring that pluralism was never a contradiction to the 
encompassing identity. 

Focusing on the state's policy without referring to the behaviors of the Palestinian and Arab-Islamic 
environment is in itself a bias and an underestimation of historical truth, and an overlooking of the historical 
dynamics that shaped the history of the Druze. The Druze reality, if it is in crisis, reflects the surrounding 
crisis-ridden reality. The Druze were not the only ones who abandoned their plows or their hoes; instead, this 
transformation extended to the entire Arab minority, and this was not a result of the land confiscation policy 
brought by the military rule, but rather due to the collapse of traditional agriculture in the face of the 
advanced agriculture brought by the Zionist settlement project. 

The book lacks a summary or conclusion and does not present this important section at the end, as is 
customary for a research paper. Perhaps the reason for this is that the author deliberately intended from the 
beginning to present a book that prosecutes the state's policy and the traditional leadership for ideological 
motives, without a deep look at the crisis-ridden historical reality and without taking into account all the 
components of the historical process of the Druze in Israel, foremost among them the legacy of betrayal and 
excommunication and the minority status. 

Editorial note by Rami Zeedan 
Since this book forum was initiated and published after the passing of the late Dr. Firro, our usual 

“author's response” section is not possible. We had wished that Dr. Firro would be with us to see the growth 
of scholarship on the Druze and, especially, to be honored by reading this critical review of his final work. 
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 منتدى كتاب  
،فرّو" منتدى كتاب لانتماء المتنازع علیھ: الھویة الدرزیة، الصھیونیة، والصراع على السردیة التاریخیة"ا

. دروز في زمن "الغفلة": من المحراث الفلسطیني إلى البندقیة الإسرائیلیة. بیروت: مؤسسة  2019. قیس
 الدراسات الفلسطینیة. 
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 ملخص 

یقدم ھذا المنتدى خمسة تحلیلات نقدیة لعمل الدكتور قیس فرّو "الدروز في زمن الغفلة"، حیث یقدم كل منھا  
منظورًا فریدًا حول الھویة الدرزیة، والتأریخ الصھیوني، وسیاسات التمثیل. یدرس المساھمون مناھج فرّو  

التي ترعاھا الدولة والتي تھدف إلى فصل  البحثیّة، وتصویره للمقاومة الدرزیة، والآثار الأوسع للروایات 
الأقلیات عن جذورھا العربیة والفلسطینیة. من كشف التاریخ المكبوت إلى تحدي أساطیر الاستیعاب،  

تستكشف المقالات كیف أثرت الاستراتیجیات الاستعماریة وما بعد الاستعماریة على تصوّرات الدروز  
ن. یتضمن المنتدى أیضًا انتقادات منھجیةّ لعمل فرّو، متسائلة عن  كمتعاونین، أو متطرفین، أو فاعلین سلبیی 

معالجتھ للقیادة الدرزیة، وثغراتھ السیاقیة، واعتماده على التناقضات الثنائیة. تلُقي ھذه المساھمات مجتمعةً  
البحث   الضوء على تعقید الفاعلیة السیاسیة الدرزیة، والتأثیر المستمر للصور النمطیة الطائفیة، وأھمیة

العلمي الدقیق والمستند إلى التاریخ. في ضوء أعمال العنف الأخیرة في السویداء والاتھامات المتجددة ضد  
المجتمعات الدرزیة، یأتي ھذا المنتدى في الوقت المناسب وعاجلاً، حیث یوفر منصة لإعادة التفكیر في  

 سطین والعالم العربي الأوسع. الھویة والمقاومة وأخلاقیات الكتابة التاریخیة في سیاقات فل

الھویة الدرزیة، التأریخ الصھیوني، الاستعمار والمقاومة، السیاسة الطائفیة، بناء السرد   كلمات مفاتیح:
 التاریخي. 
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 نقاش 

بمحراث الوثائق وبندقیةّ النقد: وقفة قیس فرّو الأخیرة في مقاومة المشروع الصھیوني"، بقلم سعید  " 
 أبو زكي 

قلیلة ھي الكتب التي تشبھ كتاب قیس فرو "دروز في زمن ’الغفلة‘: من المحراث الفلسطیني إلى  
عن مؤسسة    2019. الكتاب الصادر عام  ثرائھ المعرفي وتعدّد مجالاتھ البحثیة البندقیة الإسرائیلیة" في

الدراسات الفلسطینیّة ینسج مسارات بحثیة متعدّدة في بناء مؤتلف المعاني والمقاصد. فمن جھة، ھو تاریخ  
طائفة من الأقلیات العربیة في فلسطین، الدرزیّة، تسعى للحفاظ على وجودھا وھویتّھا في خضمّ تحوّلات  

بریطاني الذي كان یمھّد لتطبیق وعد بلفور، وصولاً إلى قیام دولة إسرائیل، كبرى، بدءًا من عھد الانتداب ال 
ء فلسطین العرب والبلاد العربیّة المحیطة، بما فیھا دول تعیش في  كیان یرى نفسھ في عداءٍ وجوديٍّ مع أبنا

جماعات درزیّة أخرى. ومن جھة أخرى، ھو دراسة معمّقة في بنیة العقل الصھیوني الإسرائیلي وأسالیبھ  
دروز فلسطین، وبالأخص تلك التي  الاستعماریّة، فضلاً عن كونھ نقدًا رصینًا للدراسات الاستشراقیة عن 

. وأھمّ من ذلك كلّھ، یمكن اعتبار الكتاب، وقد صدر بعُید وفاتھ، وقفة قیس فرو،  أعدّھا باحثون إسرائیلیون
الدرزي الفلسطیني، الأخیرة في مقاومة كیان استعماري سلب أرضھ وأرض أبناء طائفتھ، وعمل ویعمل  

 على سلبھم وعیھم وھویتھم أیضًا.  

الصھیونیةّ وتطوّرھا منذ عھد الانتداب  –یتناول قیس فرّو في كتابھ الأخیر جذور العلاقة الدرزیّة
البریطاني حتى سبعینیاّت القرن العشرین. ولا تعُدّ ھذه المعالجة الأولى لھ في ھذا المجال، إذ أصدر عام  

، الذي أسھم في The Druzes in the Jewish State: A Brief Historyكتاباً بالإنجلیزیّة بعنوان   1999
ترسیخھ واحدًا من أبرز المؤرخین المعاصرین لشؤون الدروز. كما لم یكن فرّو أوّل من تناول ھذا  

الموضوع، فقد سبقھ باحثون آخرون، ولا سیمّا من الدروز اللبنانیین، أبرزھم غالب أبو مصلح في كتابھ  
الدروز في   معاناة الموحّدینق غریزي في كتابھ ، ووفی(1975) الدروز في ظل الاحتلال الإسرائیلي

 .  (1984) الأراضي المحتلة

ویتمیزّ عمل فرّو الأخیر عن ھذین المرجعین باعتماده على الأرشیف الإسرائیلي مصدرًا رئیساً لبحثھ، 
إلى جانب المصادر التقلیدیّة، في حین لم یكن ھذا الأرشیف متاحًا لأبي مصلح وغریزي، فاقتصرت 

وتكمن   .المنشورة إضافةً إلى الروایات الشفھیةّوالثانویّة دراستاھما، مع أھمیتھما، على المصادر الأساسیةّ 
أھمیّة الاعتماد على مواد الأرشیف الإسرائیلي ودراستھا بمنھج نقديّ رصین في أنھّا تكشف أنساق الفكر 

الاستعماري للمؤسّسة الصھیونیّة، ونوایا رجالاتھا وأغراضھم، بأصواتھم وكتاباتھم الخاصة، أي من  
ین أنفسھم، أو على العرب المتعاونین معھم، أو على  مصادرھا الأصلیة، بحیث یصعب على الإسرائیلی 

 .العرب المناھضین لھم، التشكیك في دقتھا وموثوقیّتھا

أمّا ما یمیزّ كتابھ ھذا عن كتابھ السابق فھو، أوّلاً ما أشار إلیھ فرّو نفسھ في التوطئة حین قال: إنّ القسم  
الأرشیف الإسرائیلي التي أعتمد علیھا جدیدة، "كَشفََت جوانب كثیرة لم یتطرّق إلیھا كتابي  مواد الأكبر من 
  – 1920). كما ذكر أنّھ "توسعّ في عرض الأحداث التاریخیةّ التي جرت في عھد الإنتداب ( 1السابق" (

ق، أنّھ كتب ھذه  ) وتحلیلھا (المصدر نفسھ). وھناك میزة أخرى، ھي برأیي توازي في أھمیتھا ما سب1948
المرّة باللغّة العربیةّ، الأمر الذي یسھّل وصول أفكاره وخلاصات بحثھ المھمّة إلى القارئ العربي عمومًا،  

یل خصوصًا. فقد أوضح فرّو في التوطئة أنّھ، وبسبب "غیاب مواد أرشیفیّة فلسطینیة  وإلى عرب دولة إسرائ
تنقل الروایة الفلسطینیةّ عن الأحداث"، سعى "للبحث في مواد الأرشیفات الإسرائیلیّة نفسھا، عن معلومات 
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أنّ تحرّر الروایة الفلسطینیةّ من سطوة  تشیر إلى ھذه الروایة، والبحث عن مصادر أولیةّ أخرى، یمكن 
 ). 2). وقد استعان في ھذا السیاق أیضًا بالروایات الشفھیّة ( 2" (الأرشیفات الصھیونیة

وتكتسب ملاحظة فرّو ھذه أھمیّة بالغة، إذ تفسرّ ما ذكرتھ في مقدّمة ھذه المراجعة، من كون كتابھ ھذا  
كان آخر محطّاتھ في مقاومة مشاریع المؤسّسة الصھیونیةّ تجاه عرب الداخل عمومًا، والدروز منھم 

 أبناء طائفتھ الدروز، خصوصًا. فھو یجعل من أغراضھ الرئیسة استعادة الفلسطینییّن العرب، وبالأخصّ 
السردیّة التاریخیةّ للعلاقة بینھم وبین الصھاینة أوّلاً، ثمّ بینھم وبین دولة إسرائیل لاحقاً، بما یساھم في  

 استعادة الذاكرة وحفظھا، وتثبیت الھویة والإنتماء وترسیخھما. 

قسمّ فرّو كتابھ إلى سبعة فصول وِفق تحقیب متصاعد یرصد تحوّلات مھمّة في تاریخ المشروع  
الصھیوني من جھة، وفي أثره على الدروز في فلسطین من جھة أخرى. تغطي الفصول الثلاثة الأولى حقبة  

الفصول ھو أنّ قادة  الانتداب البریطاني مرورًا بالحرب العالمیّة الثانیة وتبعاتھا. وأبرز ما تكشفھ ھذه 
الصھیوني، تفادیًا للانخراط في صراع قد  –الدروز المحلیّین اختاروا موقف الحیاد إزاء الصراع الفلسطیني

 ).  141یھدّد وجودھم برمّتھ (

ومن النقاط المھمّة أیضًا تفكیك فرّو، بنقد علمي رصین، زعْم المؤرّخین الإسرائیلیین أنّ انخراط دروز  
من فلسطین وسوریا ولبنان في صفوف المقاومة الفلسطینیّة كان تطبیقًا لنھج التقیّة الذي زعم ھؤلاء أنّ  

و في دافع الحفاظ على الوجود مبرّرًا  ). ومع ذلك، لم یرَ فرّ 17-11الدروز دأبوا على ممارستھ باستمرار (
. فقد رأى  1948الصھیوني قبل عام –كافیًا لوقوف غالبیة دروز فلسطین على الحیاد في الصراع العربي

ضرورة تفسیر قرارھم ھذا باللجوء إلى التحلیل التاریخي المادي، فعزا الأمر إلى أنّ دروز فلسطین ظلوّا  
ة، حیث تطغى الھویّات المحلیّة المرتكزة على العصبیّات الاجتماعیة  في طور المجتمعات الزراعیة البسیط 

والدینیةّ، ولم تنشأ بینھم طبقة من النخبة المثقفة القادرة على استیعاب مفاھیم الانتماء القومي والوطني  
والإسلامي، ومن ثمّ إدراك حقیقة الصراع والانخراط بفاعلیة أشد في مقاومة المخططات الصھیونیة  

 .ستعماریةالا

) 287«المھم... أن تعرفوا بأننا (الدروز) عرب والعربي لا یحارب أخاه العربي» ( 

ا، وھو أنّ عقُّال الدروز كانوا قد  وقد یكون في ھذا التحلیل شيء من الحقیقة، غیر أنّھ یغفل واقعًا مھم�
بلوروا، منذ قرون، ھویةّ عربیةّ إسلامیةّ واضحة المعالم، وجدت طریقھا باكرًا إلى التدوین في الأدبیاّت  

روز بلاد الشام، الأمیر عبد الله التنوخي (توفي  الوعظیّة والتاریخیةّ المرتبطة بالمصلح الدیني الأبرز لدى د
، 260). ولا شكّ أنّ قادة دروز فلسطین الروحیّین كانوا یمتلكون إدراكًا كافیًا لھذه الھویّة الجامعة ( 1479
)، ومع ذلك فضّلوا خیار الحیاد. وبالنظر إلى الماضي من منظور الحاضر، یتضّح الیوم أنّ  287، 283

باً رئیسًا في بقائھم على أرضھم؛ ویمكن اعتباره شكلاً آخر من المقاومة السلمیّة الواقعیةّ، ھذا الخیار كان سب
 .تمثلّ في الحفاظ على الوجود والثبات والصمود في الأرضی

 ) 194"خلق صراع بین الأكثریةّ والأقلیات في البلاد العربیةّ" (

أمّا قادة الحركة الصھیونیّة، فقد أظھرت ھذه الفصول أنھّم تعاملوا مع مكوّنات المجتمع الفلسطیني، منذ  
البدایات وما زالوا، انطلاقًا من فھم تاریخي ودیني وثقافي للمجال الجغرافيّ والطائفيّ والاجتماعيّ الذي  

فقد حدّدوا أبرز نقاط الضعف لدى العرب السنّة، الذین یشكلّون المكوّن   .)208تنتمي إلیھ تلك المكوّنات ( 
الأكبر والأقوى في فلسطین والمحیط، معتبرین أنھّم ورثة تاریخ الفتوحات الإسلامیّة العربیّة وكذلك  
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الإمبراطوریات المسلمة التي حكمت المنطقة مئات السنین، وآخرھا الدولة العثمانیّة، والتي ارتبطت جمیعھا  
).  195بمراحل متكرّرة من اضطھاد الطوائف غیر المسلمة والمذاھب الإسلامیةّ غیر السنیةّ في المنطقة (

لى مظلومیةّ مشتركة، والذي یفید المشروع  ومن ھنا، ابتكر الصھاینة الأوائل مفھوم "حلف الأقلیّات" القائم ع
الصھیوني في مجالین أساسیّین: الأوّل، تطبیق سیاسة "فرّق تسد" للعمل على تفكیك المجتمع الفلسطیني  

وإضعاف مقاومتھ؛ والثاني، في العمل على تفتیت المحیط المباشر لدولة إسرائیل المرتقبة، من خلال تشجیع  
)، بما یوفرّ  194یّة على إقامة كیانات خاصّة تحمیھا من خطر العرب السنةّ علیھم (الأقلیّات العرقیّة والطائف

السنّیّة التي  –مبرّرًا لوجود دولة یھودیّة قومیةّ في المنطقة من جھة، ویضعف في المقابل الدولة العربیّة 
 .)198اعتبُرت الخطر الأكبر على إسرائیل واستمرارھا من جھة أخرى (

نقل دروز فلسطین إلى جبل  ل خطّة  من ھذا المنطلق، طرُحت في أواخر ثلاثینیّات القرن العشرین
حوران، بذریعة حمایتھم من العرب السنةّ الذین كانوا یعتدون باستمرار على قراھم، وتشجیعھم في الوقت 

). غیر أنّ ھذه  56نفسھ على إقامة دولة مستقلّة لھم في حوران تكون على علاقة صداقة بدولة إسرائیل (
). وھنا  124عالمیّة الثانیة على مقوّماتھا السیاسیّة والمالیّة (الخطّة لم یكُتب لھا النجاح، إذ قضت الحرب ال

یبرز إدراك فرّو لأھمیةّ كتابھ بالنسبة إلى القضیةّ الفلسطینیّة عمومًا؛ فكما استفاد الصھاینة من رصد نقاط  
راع، یرى أنّ على العرب عمومًا، والفلسطینیّین السنّة خصوصًا، أن  ضعف خصومھم في تقریر نتائج الص

 یفھموا نقاط ضعفھم في مرآة الفكر الصھیوني من أجل استعادة المبادرة وعوامل القوّة. 

لذلك، یُبرز كتاب فرّو محوریّة إشكالیّة الأقلیّات الطائفیةّ والعرقیّة في ھذا السیاق، وھي إشكالیةّ تؤكدّھا  
التطوّرات الأخیرة في الإقلیم مع صعود التیاّرات الجھادیةّ المتطرّفة واستھدافھا الأقلیّات بالقتل الجماعي  

ویمكن القارئ المتفحّص أن   1رائیل تلك الأحداث. والاضطھاد الدیني والاجتماعي، فضلاً عن استغلال إس
یلاحظ أنّ فرّو، انطلاقًا من رغبة سیاسیّة في تقلیص الانقسامات بین العرب الفلسطینیّین، سعى إلى التخفیف  

من شأن التعدّیات التي عانى منھا دروز فلسطین على ید جیرانھم من العرب السنةّ قبل قیام دولة إسرائیل.  
)، لیبیّن كیف أنّ الصھاینة كانوا  74–73( 1938تناولھ حادثة عسفیا عام وقدّم مثالاً مقنعًا على ذلك في 

یضخّمون تلك الاعتداءات بغرض زرع الشقاق بین الدروز والعرب السنةّ في فلسطین، وھو قول صحیح.  
غیر أنّ فرّو أغفل أنّ الذاكرة الجماعیةّ الدرزیّة في بلاد الشام عمومًا، وفلسطین خصوصًا، تختزن العدید  

من حوادث الاضطھاد الطائفيّ الشدید، التي ارتبط كثیرٌ منھا بالسنةّ، سواء أكانوا عربًا أم أتراكًا. لذلك، لعلّ  
كان الأجدر في ھذا الإطار، التنبیھ إلى خطورة ھذه الثغرة التاریخیّة في علاقة العرب السنةّ بالأقلیّات  

یبرزھا الكتاب بدل محاولة التقلیل من شأنھا بالاستناد إلى  المحلیّة، لشحذ الانتباه إلى خطورة الإشكالیّة التي  
أحداث محدّدة ضخّمھا الصھاینة؛ فأوّل خطوة نحو علاج أي مرض، تشخیصھ، وكما تقول الحكمة القدیمة:  

 .""لولا المسامّ في الجلد، ما دخل السمّ إلى الجسد

نقطة تحوّل مفصلیةّ في تاریخ الحركة الصھیونیّة، ویظُھر كتاب    1948كان إعلان دولة إسرائیل عام 
فرّو أنّھ شكّل كذلك منعطفًا في مقاربة الصھاینة لمسألة دروز فلسطین على وجھ الخصوص، وعرب الداخل  

الصھیونیةّ من مشروع نقل  على وجھ العموم. وتبینّ الفصول الأربعة اللاحقة كیف تحوّل تركیز المؤسّسة 
الدروز إلى حوران إلى استیعابھم ضمن الدولة، وتوظیفھم أداةً لتحقیق غرضین رئیسیَن یُنظر إلیھما في  

 .الفكر الصھیوني باعتبارھما ركیزة استراتیجیّة لضمان استمراریّة الدولة

 Said Abou Zaki and Rami Zeedan, “For Syrian Druze, latest violence is one more chapter in a انظر: 1
centuries-long struggle over autonomy,” The Conversation, 11 August 2025.  
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)198«خنجرًا مسمومًا في ظھر وحدة العرب» (

الغرض الأوّل داخلي، یتمثلّ في منع عرب فلسطین من الالتقاء على ھویةّ جامعة یمكن أن تنبثق عنھا  
). ولتحقیق ذلك، سعت  342، 244-243، 198حركة قومیّة موحّدة تشكل خطرًا على أمن إسرائیل (

د محاصیلھم ومنع السنةّ  المؤسّسة الصھیونیّة إلى إثارة الشقاق بین المكوّنات العربیّة؛ فالسماح للدروز بحصا
)، مثلاً، من شأنھ أن یثیر ریبة السنّة تجاه الدروز ویزید المسافة بینھم. وعلى المنوال  174- 173من ذلك (

  –نفسھ، أنُشئت وحدة عسكریةّ خاصة بالدروز في الجیش الإسرائیلي، ثمّ فرضت الحكومة على شبابھم 
، زاعمة، على خلاف الواقع، أنّ ھذا القرار  1956في عام التجنید الإجباري  –بخلاف غیرھم من الأقلیّات 

). بالطبع، كان غرض المؤسسة الصھیونیةّ من ذلك  288-287، 281جاء استجابةً لطلب وجھاء الطائفة (
)، الذین سیرون في انخراط  290تعمیق الریبة والشقاق بینھم وبین العرب السنةّ في الداخل والخارج (

ولا سیمّا أنّ ھذه الوحدات سیوُكل إلیھا أحیانًا تنفیذ  لھم وخیانة للقضیّة الفلسطینیةّ،  الدروز بالجیش استعداءً 
 .)194ة ( مھام موجّھة ضدّ المجتمعات العربیةّ المحیط

إلى جانب ذلك، كان لسیاسة التجنید الإجباري غرض آخر یتكامل مع سیاسة مصادرة حكومة إسرائیل  
أراضي القرى الدرزیّة؛ إذ سعت، من خلال ھذا التلازم، إلى دفع الدروز نحو ھجر الزراعة والاندماج في 

سیلةً لتعزیز ولاء الدروز  الاقتصاد الإسرائیلي، ولا سیمّا في الجیش. وقد رأت الحكومة في ھذا الاندماج و
للدولة عبر ربط مصادر رزقھم بھا. وھذا ما یفسرّ القسم الثاني من عنوان الكتاب، "من المحراث الفلسطیني  

إلى البندقیةّ الإسرائیلیةّ"، الذي یشیر إلى علاقة سببیّة تربط بین ترك الدروز العمل الزراعي، الذي كان  
روح المقاومة، وبین انتقالھم إلى الخدمة العسكریةّ وقطاعات الاقتصاد  یتیح لھم ھامشًا أوسع من الحریةّ و

خاصةً بعد مصادرة الكثیر من أراضیھم، وھو    –الإسرائیلي بحثاً عن دخل یفوق ما یوفرّه القطاع الزراعي 
 2ولة. ما أفقدھم قدرًا كبیرًا من حریّتھم وقدرتھم على المقاومة، ووضعھم في موقع تبعیةّ مباشرة لسلطة الد

أمّا الغرض الثاني فخارجي، ویتمثلّ في توظیف الدروز داخل إسرائیل للتأثیر على أبناء طائفتھم في  
). فالمعاملة "الممیزّة" نسبیًا التي حظي بھا الدروز مقارنةً بغیرھم من طوائف  266الدول العربیّة المحیطة ( 

لمشروع الصھیوني، ولا سیمّا عند طرحھا  فلسطین العربیةّ كان یرُاد منھا استمالة دروز سوریا ولبنان إلى ا
). وفي ھذا السیاق، تقُدّم إسرائیل نفسھا باعتبارھا راعیةً  245في إطار إشكالیّة الأقلیّات المشار إلیھا سابقًا (

للأقلیّات وحامیةً لحقوقھم الدینیّة وخصوصیّتھم الاجتماعیّة، في مقابل تصویر العرب السنّة على أنھّم الجھة  
 .ھد الأقلیّات وتقیدّ خصوصیتھم الدینیة وتفرض علیھا الذوبان في محیطھاالتي تضط

واجھ ھذا التصوّر خلال تطبیقھ على أرض الواقع تناقضًا داخلیًا، إذ إنّ الدروز، في نظر الصھاینة،  
شأنھم شأن سائر   -یظلّون في نھایة المطاف عربًا وغیر یھود، ینبغي انتزاع أكبر قدر ممكن من أراضیھم 

). وقد أدّى  291اة مع الیھود (مع منعھم من التمتعّ بمواطنة كاملة تضعھم على قدم المساو –الفلسطینیین  
، إلى جانب مصادرة معظم أراضي القرى الدرزیّة (التي وصلت  1956فرض التجنید الإجباري في العام 

)، إلى إحباط واسع داخل المجتمع الدرزي  1948% من مساحتھا قبل عام 80في بعض الحالات إلى نحو 
ضیّة متعدّدة رافضة للتجنید ومقاومة لانتزاع ملكیة  تجاه المؤسسّات الإسرائیلیّة، وإلى بروز حركات اعترا

) عرضًا أوضح من فرّو في تفسیر السببیّة التي تجعل من العمل في الأرض أساساً للحریة131 ،1975قدّم غالب أبو مصلح ( 2
 والانتماء الوطني. 
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). دفع ھذا الواقع الحكومة الإسرائیلیّة إلى العمل على تكوین  315،  302، 288- 287،  282الأرض (
 ."خصوصیةّ درزیةّ" یكون الولاء لدولة إسرائیل عنصرًا عضویًا فیھا

 ) 333"تعمیق الاختلاف بین الدروز والمسلمین في إسرائیل وخارج حدودھا" (

الصادق مخدوع»، جملة یردّدھا كبار عقّال الدروز للتعبیر عن حالة یسُتغل فیھا شخص یتخّذ الصدق  «
مبدأً ثابتاً، من قِبل آخر یستغل اعتیاد الأوّل على الصدق وإیمانھ بأنّھ سلوك إنساني عامّ، فیحوّلھ إلى وسیلةٍ  

طلب الدروز أن یكون لھم استقلال في مؤسّساتھم المذھبیّة حفاظًا على خصوصیّتھم الدینیةّ   لخداعھ. 
والاجتماعیّة، وھو في نظرھم أمر طبیعي نابع من اختلاف المذاھب الإسلامیةّ في فقھھا، ولا سیمّا في 

ساتھم الدینیّة شكّل أداةً  مسائل الأحوال الشخصیةّ. أمّا في نظر الصھاینة، فإنّ منح الدروز استقلالاً في مؤسّ 
)، بل ومتناقضة معھا، تبعدھم عن بقیّة  242بقیّة الطوائف الإسلامیّة (  لبناء خصوصیةّ منفصلة عن

)، وأن یغُرس في وعي  259). ھذه الخصوصیّة یرُاد لھا أن تسُتفزّ بھا الجماعات الأخرى ( 333الطوائف (
ا أمر الدروز أنّ إسرائیل وحدھا تتیح لھم عیش ھویتّھم كاملة، في حین أنّ الآخرین یكنّون لھم العداء. وھكذ

یُنتج معادلة مزدوجة: تستعدي الطوائف الأخرى على الدروز، وتشُعر الدروز في المقابل بأنّ إسرائیل ھي  
 .)333الضامن الوحید لحریتّھم وأمنھم (

وفي ھذا السیاق جاء الفصل الأخیر من سیاسة سلب الصھاینة لدروز فلسطین ما لھم: الھویّة والانتماء  
القومي. فقد صنفّت الدولةُ الدروز بعد منحھم الاستقلال في شؤونھم المذھبیة على أنھّم قومیّة أو إثنیة مستقلة  

). كما شرعوا في أواخر  336ي الھویة ( عن العرب، تجسدّت في كتابة درزي بدل عربي في خانة القومیّة ف
السبعینیات من القرن العشرین بإعداد منھج دراسي خاص بالدروز غرضھ، بحسب فرّو، «كيّ الوعي»  

)، وأنھّم مكوّن  358، 345، 341عبر ترسیخ فكرة أنھّم یختلفون عن الإسلام وعن العرب ( 3)، 339(
إلاّ بالتحالف مع إسرائیل والاندماج   –وھما شرطا الكرامة الإنسانیّة  – أقلّي لا ینعم بالحرّیّة والأمن 

، وإن بدوا في  ). كما كان یرُاد من ھذه «الخصوصیةّ» أن تنُسي الدروز أنھّم356، 346بمؤسساتھا (
وضع أفضل نسبیًا مقارنةً ببعض دروز الدول العربیةّ، یظلّون في إسرائیل مواطنین من الدرجة الثانیة، أو  

 .) 319كما یصفھم فرّو: «مواطنون في الواجبات، عرب في الحقوق» ( 

)312الشیخ أمین طریف» ( –«وقعّ المستأجرون الفلاحون كلھّم... ما عدا واحدًا 

انطلاقًا من كوني باحثاً متخصّصًا في تنظیم الدروز الدیني، لا یسعني إغفال معنى لطیف یسري في  
فقد كان من الصعب عليّ تجاوز إضاءتھ   4فصول الكتاب، أرجّح بقوّة أنّ فرّو قد تعمّد الإشارة إلیھ. 

)، الرئیس الروحي لدروز فلسطین، الذي یبرز  1993– 1898المتكرّرة على نموذج الشیخ أمین طریف ( 
في الكتاب شخصیةً استثنائیةّ تقف وحیدة عند تقاطع دقیق بین الانسجام مع المبادئ من جھة، ومجاراة  

انًا اتسّم بحكمة سیاسیة دفعتھ إلى تقییم سیاسة دروز  ضرورات المرحلة من جھة أخرى. فھو یظھر إنس
)، ومقاومًا سلمیًا للمشروع  274، 273، 269فلسطین في ضوء وحدة مصیر طائفتھ في الإقلیم (

،274الصھیوني عبر تقدیم القدوة الشخصیةّ لمجتمعھ بضرورة عدم القبول بكل ما تفرضھ الدولة علیھم (

كيّ الوعي» ھي استعارة في الخطاب النقدي العربي تشیر إلى التكییف الأیدیولوجي القسري وإعادة تشكیل الوعي بالقوة، ولیس   «3
 .الحرق الحرفي

مشیخة عقل الدروز في لبنان: بحث في أصولھا ومعناھا وتطوّرھاانظر أعمالي عن تنظیم الدروز الدینيّ، ولا سیمّا: سعید أبو زكي،  4
 Said Abou Zaki, "The Religious Attitude of the Druze Towards Violence: A )؛ 2021(بیروت: دار المشرق، 

Study Based on Oral Sources," Druze Studies Journal 1 )2024 .( 
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)، وقائدًا روحی�ا وازن بین شرّین، فاختار تحدید أولویّات لا تقبل المساومة، ساعیًا إلى الحفاظ على  312
   .الأساسیات المذھبیّة للھویّة الدرزیةّ ما استطاع إلى ذلك سبیلاً 

من جھة أخرى، لا بدّ من تسجیل ملاحظة نقدیةّ، أرى أنھّ لو تنبّھ إلیھا فرّو لزاد ذلك من قیمة عملھ.  
، ثمّ في  1948فقد أضاء على أدوار مھمّة أدّتھا شخصیّات درزیّة في تقریب الدروز من الصھاینة قبل عام  

)، وصالح خنیفس (ت.  2009 دمجھم بدولة إسرائیل بعد قیامھا، وكان أبرزھم جبر داھش المعدّي (ت.
). غیر أنّ فرّو اكتفى بعرض مسارھم السیاسي كما تظھره مواد  1989)، ولبیب أبو ركن (ت. 2003

الأرشیف الإسرائیلي، فبدوا أحیانًا في صورة العملاء المتواطئین مع الإسرائیلیین بدوافع شخصیّة نفعیّة.  
م، ولا سیمّا أنّھ اعتمد ھذا النوع من المصادر في مواضع  بینما كان في إمكانھ أن یُجري مقابلات شفھیّة معھ

أخرى من كتابھ، لتسجیل وجھات نظرھم في الأحداث المفصلیّة، واستعمالھا في تحلیل المواد الأرشیفیةّ ذات  
الصلة، بما یتیح صورة أكثر موضوعیّة وإنصافًا لھم. وتجدر الإشارة إلى أنّ اثنین منھم كانا على قید الحیاة  

 .ناء إعداد فرّو لكتابھ الأوّل في ھذا الموضوع، الذي سبق أن أشرت إلیھأث

خلاصة القول، إنّ كتاب قیس فرّو یمثلّ إضافة رائدة ومتمیزّة تثري الدراسات الدرزیةّ والفلسطینیّة  
والصھیونیّة، وتفتح في الوقت نفسھ آفاقًا أوسع لفھم تاریخ المنطقة عمومًا، لیغدو مرجعًا لا غنى عنھ  

صالاً بالوقائع، مستندة إلى وثائق  للباحثین في ھذه المجالات. وتكمن أھمیتھ في أنّھ یقدّم روایة أوثق ات 
أرشیفیةّ وشھادات نادرة قلمّا طرُحت في الدراسات السابقة. ومن ھنا، فإنّ قراءتھ بتأنٍ لیست مجرّد خیار  
ثقافي، بل ضرورة معرفیّة لكل باحث ومھتم بتاریخ المنطقة، وخصوصًا للدروز والفلسطینیین، لما تتیحھ  

تھم الجماعیّة وعلاقتھم بالآخر. إنھّ عمل استثنائي یفرض نفسھ على  من فرصة لإعادة التفكیر في ذاكر
 .القارئ، ویستحق أن یقُرأ بتمعّن، لما یحملھ من قیمة بحثیّة ومتعة فكریّة ستبقى حاضرة لسنوات طویلة

 "كشف السردیة: قیس فرّو وھویة الدروز في ظل الصھیونیة"، بقلم میراي ربیز 

 Inventing Lebanon: Nationalism and the:  2002المؤلف لكتابین مھمین الأول سنة   كان قیس فرّو
state under the mandate   2009والثاني سنة :Metamorphosis of the Nation (al-Umma): the rise of 

Arabism and minorities in Syria and Lebanon, 1850-1940  وكان أیضًا أستاذاً لتاریخ دراسات الشرق ،
 الأوسط في جامعة حیفا. 

على الرّغم من أنّ كتاب "الدروز في زمن الغفلة: من المحراث الفلسطیني إلى البندقیة الإسرائیلیة" قد  
عن مؤسسة الدراسات الفلسطینیة، إلاّ أنھّ لم یكن من الممكن أن یكون توقیتھ أنسب من   2019صدر عام 

ازر التي ارتكبت بحق  الآن بالنظر إلى تصاعد العنف في محافظة السویداء في جنوب سوریة، والمج
 الدروز فیھا على أیدي جماعات جھادیة سنیّة موالیة للرئیس الانتقالي أحمد الشرع. 
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، اتُّھم دروز السویداء زورًا بالإعتداء على البدو، ممّا أشعل موجات من القتل  2025في تموز/یولیو 
ة: أن الدروز لیسوا عربًا  ت الطائفي. لسوء الحظ، أعادت الأحداث الأخیرة إحیاء اتھامات خطیرة وغیر مثب

 5ولا مسلمین، وأنھّم لا یدعمون القضیّة الفلسطینیة. 

ھذه الاتھّامات لیست جدیدة، وكتاب فرّو ھنا یوضح الحقائق ویتصدّى لھذه الروایة الزائفة، التي نشرھا  
في الأصل مؤرّخون موالون للصھیونیة. في جوھره، یناھض كتاب فرّو الادعاء الذي طرحھ صانعو  

رّض للاضطھاد من قبل  السیاسات الإسرائیلیون الأوائل بأن الدروز والصھاینة متشابھون لأنّ كِلیھما تع
 العرب والمسلمین. 

 وفقاً لفرّو، ھذه المقارنة خاطئة، وھي إشكالیّة أیضًا لعدّة أسباب: 

أولاً، یرحّب البحث الأكادیمي بالدراسات المقارنة بین الأدیان شریطة أن تجُرى بنزاھة واھتمام  
بالحقائق التاریخیة. لكن واقع الحال لیس كذلك. فقد خلط المؤرخون الموالون للصھیونیة عمدًا بین  

ال تعاني في الشرق  الصھیونیة والیھودیة، وفي حین لا یوجد شك في أن الأقلّیات الدینیة عانت ولا تز
الأوسط على أیدي الجماعات المتطرّفة، فإنھّ سیكون من الخطأ التأكید على أنّ المعارضة العربیة  

والإسلامیة للصھیونیة كانت (ولا تزال) معارضة لأقلّیة دینیة. فقد عارض العرب والمسلمون في الشرق  
الذي دعا إلى تجرید الشعب الفلسطیني من  المشروع الصھیوني الاستعماري  –بمن فیھم الدروز  – الأوسط 

 ممتلكاتھ والتطھیر العرقي منذ وقت مبكر من القرن العشرین. 

ثانیًا، من خلال التأكید على أن الدروز والصھاینة متشابھون في صراعاتھم في الشرق الأوسط، وضع  
الباحثون الموالون للصھیونیة دروز فلسطین في معارضةٍ مع نظرائھم العرب والمسلمین، وبالتالي جرّدوھم  

 من ھویّتھم العربیةّ الإسلامیّة. 

أخیرًا، أخطأ الباحثون الموالون للصھیونیة في تفسیر العقیدة الدرزیة ومبدأ التقیة، وھي ممارسة تسمح  
بإخفاء المعتقدات الدینیةّ تحت التھدید بالاضطھاد أو الخوف من الأذى الجسدي؛ فقد فسرّوا ھذا المفھوم على  

ماج والعیش بسلام في إسرائیل أو لإھانتھم أنھ استیعاب أو خداع، إمّا للإشادة بالدروز لقدرتھم على الاند
 بوصفھم ماكرین وغیر صادقین. 

من خلال الإطلاّع على الأرشیفات الإسرائیلیة، یُظھِر فرّو كیف أساء صانعو السیاسات الإسرائیلیون  
صھیونیة  -الأوائل استعمال مصادر تاریخیة مختلفة لاقتباس مقتطفات تناسب أجندتھم السیاسیة لعلاقة درزیة

باسات الكاملة ویحللّھا، تلك التي  قویة متصورة. یصحّح فرّو المسار بإظھار ما تم حذفھ؛ فھو یُضمّن الاقت
. بالإشارة إلى  والدرزیة تعكس معارضة درزیة قویة للمشروع الصھیوني والاعتزاز بالھویّة العربیة 

الروایات الرسمیة والشخصیة، یوضح أیضًا التمییز الذي عانى منھ دروز فلسطین وكیف غالبًا ما تحدّث  
 جشعین وغیر أخلاقیین.  عنھم الباحثون الموالون للصھیونیة كمرتزقة

یمكن أن یكون   - كأي أرشیف آخر  - یدرك فرّو محدودیّة منھج بحثھ، حیث إنّ الأرشیف الإسرائیلي 
متحیزًا في طرق إدراج المواد، أو استبعادھا، أو تنظیمھا، أو وصفھا، وھذا التحیز قد یغیرّ الحقائق  

5and the violence in Syria  –Mireille Rebeiz & Said Abou Zaki, “The Druze are a tightly knit community  
is triggering fears in Lebanon,” The Conversation, August 6, 2025. 



ABOU ZAKI ET AL. DRUZE STUDIES JOURNAL 2, 2026 

98 

التاریخیة ویسُكت صوت بعض المجتمعات. وعلى ھذا النحو، فإنھ یكمل بحثھ ویدرس أعمال الباحثین  
 العرب.

بالإضافة إلى المقدمة والخاتمة العامة، كتب فرّو ستة فصول یظھر فیھا الروابط التاریخیة القویة بین  
دروز لبنان وسوریة وفلسطین والتحدیات المختلفة التي واجھوھا. یتتبّع دور الدروز في معارضة 

ین  الإمبراطوریة العثمانیة وكذلك القوى الاستعماریة في المنطقة. یعُتبر الفصلان  الخامس والسادس مُھمَّ
لأنھّما یردّان على اتھام الدروز الیوم بخیانة القضیّة الفلسطینیة ویتناولان المسألة الشائكة المتمثلّة في خدمة  

 الدروز في الجیش الإسرائیلي. 

في ھذه الفصول، یوضح فرّو كیف عوقب الدروز في فلسطین لمقاومتھم الإحتلال الإسرائیلي. یتتبّع  
بعنایة كیف عزل القادة الإسرائیلیون الأوائلُ الدّروزَ عن بقیة المجتمعات العربیة والمسلمة بدءًا من تعدیل  

كیف حُرم الدروز من  بطاقات ھویتھم الشخصیة وإزالة وصف "عربي" لیحل محلھّ "درزي". یوضح 
أراضیھم الزراعیة، وكیف أجُبروا على العمل في القطاع العام الإسرائیلي، بما في ذلك الخدمة العسكریة  

التي قدمت تعویضًا مالی�ا صغیرًا مقابل تجریدھم من ممتلكاتھم. وفي حین أشاد القادة الصھاینة بالدروز  
 ا جمیع العرب والمسلمین في إسرائیل: بسوء وعدم إنصاف. لاستیعابھم المفترض، فقد عاملوھم مثلما عاملو

أود   -یفضح بحث فرّو الدقیق العدید من الادّعاءات التي نشرھا الباحثون الموالون للصھیونیة، والتي 
یؤیدھا الیوم عدد قلیل من الأصوات الإسلامیة المتزمّتة المضللة: الادعاء بأن الدروز لیسوا    -أن أضیف 

ستعماري في فلسطین التاریخیة،  عربًا ولا مسلمین، والادّعاء بأنھّم لم یقاوموا المشروع الصھیوني الا
 والادّعاء بأنّ لدیھم معاملة تفضیلیةّ في إسرائیل، وأنھّم اندمجوا في المجتمع الإسرائیلي.

یظھر كتاب "الدروز في زمن الغفلة" كفاح الدروز الكبیر للحفاظ على استقلالیتھم الدینیة، وحقیقة  
الرّوایة الصھیونیة الزائفة لاندماج الدروز في إسرائیل، وفشل إسرائیل في محو الھویة العربیة والإسلامیة  

 الدرزیة. 

ربمّا النقّد الوحید الذي لديَّ ھو غیاب وصف لھیكلیة الكتاب في المقدمة. فمن شأن عرضٍ مفصّل  
 للفصول المختلفة أن یساعد القارئ على ربط الأطروحة الرئیسة بالحجج العدیدة المقدمة في الكتاب. 

یعُدّ الكتاب إضافة بحثیة أساسیة لفھم التحوّلات التاریخیة والاجتماعیة التي حدثت في المجتمع الدرزي  
الفلسطیني. إنھ یتجاوز السّردیة الخاطئة والسائدة التي تصور الدروز كمجموعة متجانسة موالیة للمشروع  

یام دولة إسرائیل وتأثیر الصّراع العربي  الصھیوني. بل یقدم تحلیلاً مفصّلاً لتاریخ ھذا المجتمع قبل وبعد ق
 الإسرائیلي على ھویتّھم. 

لیس من قبیل المصادفة أنّ فرّو عنون كتابھ "الدروز في زمن الغفلة". بین تجریدھم من ممتلكاتھم، 
، والتي أخُذ  1956وعزلھم المنسّق عن العالمََین العربي والإسلامي، والخدمة الإلزامیة المفروضة في 
 قتال من أجل حقوقھم. دروز فلسطین بھا على حین غرّة، واستغرق الأمر بعض الوقت لتنظیم أنفسھم وال

للغایة خصوصی�اعمل فرّو شجاعٌ لانتقاده لإسرائیل، ولكنّھ قیمٌِّ أیضًا لتصویره عالم مجتمع مترابط، 
وغالبا ما یُساء فھمھ في العالم العربي والإسلامي. وبینما یعُدّ عمل فرّو حیوی�ا لفھم ھذا المجتمع وتاریخھ،  
فإنّھ لا یحمیھم بالضرورة من المزید من اللّوم: نعلم أن قیام دولة إسرائیل أجبر العدید من دروز فلسطین  

لا –على الرغم من أنھ لا یقُصد بھ أن یكون اعتذاری�ا  – ریخ على التعّاون. ومع ذلك، فإنّ ھذا التصویر للتا
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یجعل العلاقات بین دروز فلسطین والمجتمعات المجاورة الأخرى أسھل. سیكون من الصعب جد�ا على  
 لبناني أو سوري أو فلسطیني أن یرى عربی�ا یحمل بندقیة ویرتدي الزيّ العسكري لقوة الإحتلال. 

 "قیس فرّو وتفكیك الأسطورة: الدروز بین الحقیقة والتزییف"، بقلم رباح حلبي 

دروز في زمن "الغفلة": من المحراث الفلسطیني إلى  بین أیدینا قبل ان یغادرنا في كتابھ "فرّو  ما وضع قیس 
"، ھي وصیةّ في اعناقنا. ذلك نص شامل ومتكامل لمسیرة الطائفة المعروفیة في ھذه  البندقیة الإسرائیلیة

 البلاد، یجعلھ المرجع الاساس لمن یرید ان یعرف الحقیقة. 

مسیرتھ، أو معركتھ، التصحیحیةّ التي تصدّى بھا للخطاب الصھیوني منذ  فرّو في ھذا النص، أكمل 
بدایاتھ. وھي معركة لا تقلّ عن المعارك العسكریة في أرض المیدان. فكما قال المفكرّ العظیم ادوارد سعید:  

المعركة عادة تكون على الأرض واحتلال الأرض، لكنھّا تكتمل بمعركة الخطابات، حیث یشرْعن القوي  
انھ لا یجوز التحرّر الا إذا سبقھ التصدّي   ویكمل،حتلالھ للأرض بواسطة خطابھ الذي یملیھ على الضعفاء.  ا

على مرّ السنین، جَلَّلھَُ في ھذا الكتاب الذي وضعھ  فرّو للخطاب من قبل المظلومین. ذلك بالضبط ما قام بھ 
 لنا لنكمل المسیرة. 

الخطاب الصھیوني الذي قام ببنائھ باحثون ومؤرّخون یھود، صبوّا جامَ عملھم في سبیل  فرّو یفندّ 
كیف جرت عملیة  فرّو شرعنة ومأسسة كل ما قاموا بھ على مر السنین من اجل بناء الدولة الیھودیة. برھن  

تأویل وانشاء روایات متخیلة. وكیف أتى الباحثون بالقسم الذي یلائمھم من نصوص الوثائق، وتغاضوا عن  
الأجزاء التي لا تتلاءم مع روایتھم وأھملوھا.  وكیف تبنّوا أحیانًا خطابًا قائمًا على أساس نقلٍ ھامشيٍّ  

 لأشخاصٍ مھمّشین، أو حتى غیر معروفین. 

ھو الخطاب القائل ان تصرّف الدروز ھنا كان طبیعی�ا، وذلك  فرّو من أھم المسائل التي تصدّى لھا قیس 
صفحة في مقدّمة الكتاب، یحطم   12سیاسي. على مدى  -بموجب التقّیّة التي یعتمدھا الدروز كمذھب دیني

ھذا الخطاب مفندًّا كلّ ما قالھ الباحثون الیھود بادّعاءاتھم. ویكفي ان نرجع ھنا إلى بعض الأمثلة التي أتى  
ي براھینھ، مثل تصدّي الدروز للحكم العثماني، وقیادة الدروز وسلطان الأطرش للثورة ضد  بھا ف

 وكذا رفض دروز الجولان المواطنة الإسرائیلیة.  الفرنسیین،

ھذه المرّة الى كل القرائن من الأراشیف، لیتصدّى للخطاب الصھیوني القائل ان  فرّو وفي الكتاب رجع 
كان أوّل من فضح  فرّو كان تلبیة لطلبنا ورغبتنا.  1956قانون التجنید الذي فرض علینا نحن الدروز عام 

ھذه الأكذوبة في حینھ، لكن في ھذا الكتاب، كما سبق وقلت لم یترك شارده وواردة إلاّ وأتى بھا لیضع  
الأمور في نصابھا ولیبني خطابًا معاكسًا للذي أصبح واقعًا على مرّ السنین. فاذا تحدّثنا عن الأكاذیب التي  

 نبدأ من البدایة.  ،د ھي الكذبة الأكبر. ولنفھم الأمور، وفداحتھابُني علیھا الخطاب تجاه الدروز، فقضیّة التجنی

بدأ التفكیر في قیادة الجیش بمباركة بن غوریون بالترویج لھذا القرار. وأوعزوا   1955في نھایة عام 
ببدء حملة دعائیة تھیّئ    الكتاب،كما جاء في  الطائفة،من مكتب رئیس أركان الجیش الى زبائنھم من قیادات 

بكل الوثائق الدامغة من فرّو  الأجواء لقبول التجنید الإجباري. لمن ما زالت تساوره الشكوك، اتى 
عسكری�ا محضًا.  -الارشیفات، لتثبت ان قانون التجنید الالزامي على الدروز والشركس، كان قرارًا حكومی�ا

والقیادات الدرزیة الموالیة للحكومة، لعبت دورًا حِیكَ لھا ودبُرِّ بإحكام، حیث طلب منھا ان ترسل الرسائل  
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كتبھا المسؤولون باسم ھؤلاء  فرّو، بطلب التجنید الاجباري. حتى أنّ بعض ھذه الرسائل، كما اثبت 
 الزعماء. المعارضة الشدیدة جد�ا لھذا القانون، ھي أفضل برھان على ذلك. 

وقف على رأس المعارضة لفرض القانون الشیخ فرھود فرھود من الرّامة، من أبرز المشایخ الدروز  
في حینھ، وكذا عارض القانون وتصدّى لھ رئیس مجلس دالیة الكرمل الشیخ قفطان حلبي. ولكن المعارضة  

من 284في صفحة  بالأساس جاءت من قبل الشباب أنفسھم الذین كان علیھم التجنید. ففي ھذا السیاق جاء 
الكتاب:" ونتیجة تعاظم حركة الرّفض بین الشباب الدروز، لجأ الحاكم العسكري في الشمال الى الطریقة  

، بالإستعانة بوجھاء الطائفة لكي یوزّعوا أوامر التجنید في القرى.  1953التي اتبّعھا أمنون یناي، في سنة 
 رفض استلام أوامر التجنید". لكن معظم المطلوبین للخدمة العسكریة الإجباریة، 

% فقط، من  28في نفس الصفحة، فرّو وبحسب المعلومات التي عرضھا مكتب التجنید والتي أتى بھا 
  374شاب�ا من أصل   291المطلوبین للخدمة الاجباریة، وافق على استلام أوامر التجنید! وبالأرقام رفض 

التعامل مع المعارضین بید من حدید. فاعتقل العدید من   رتقرّ  ،استلام ھذه الاوامر. على إثر ھذه المعارضة
 الرافضین وفتحت ملفات جنائیة ضدھم. ذلك لم یشفع والأعداد بقیت على حالھا. 

، صعدّ ھذه 1956ذلك لم یثنِ نائب رئیس الأركان عن نیتھ تنفیذ القرار بالقوّة. ومن بدایة أبریل 
الإجراءات القاسیة وقدّم كل رافض الى المحاكمة. الأمر الذي رفع نسبة الممتثلین في مكاتب التجنید، في  

 . 342شاب�ا من أصل  154% أي 45منتصف ھذا الشھر، إلى 

ولكن وبأعقاب زجّ الكثیرین من المعارضین في السجن، ارتفعت نسبة المسجلین في مكاتب التسجیل  
%، ممّا أتاح للسلّطات العسكریة تشكیل الفوج الأول من جنود یخدمون في التجنید الاجباري.  75لاحقًا إلى 

وبقیّة القصّة معروفة.  

في كتابھ. الخطةّ من قبل الحركة الصھیونیة، ومن ثمّ أجھزة  فرّو ھنا یجب أن نؤكد على ما أكدّه 
الدولة، تجاه الدروز كانت مُحكمََة، ومُبرَمجَة مُسبقًا بدقّة. لكن من أجل تنفیذ المخطّط استعانوا بوسطاء  

 ووكلاء من أبناء الطائفة. وكلّ واحد من ھؤلاء كانت لھ أسبابھ وأھدافھ. 

ورغم توظیف الموارد الكثیرة من أجل تنفیذ الخطط المذكورة، وبالأساس تنفیذ قانون التجنید  
لم تغب جبھة   ،الإجباري، ورغم دعم الوسطاء والوكلاء معنوی�ا ومالی�ا، ورغم ملاحقة المعارضین

المعارضة یومًا. والشیخ فرھود فرھود الذي كان من أوائل المعارضین، شكّل لجنة المبادرة الدرزیة في  
 أوائل السبعینیّات، لتنظیم تلك المعارضة ومأسستھا.  

، وسخّرت  1975سلك التعلیم الدرزي عن العربي في عام الإسرائیلیة  المؤسسةكردّ فعل، فصلت 
،جھاز التعلیم في القرى الدرزیة لإنتاج ھویة درزیة إسرائیلیة، ودرزي خَنوع وقَنوع، وجندي طائع ومطیع

 یتماشى مع مآرب ومصالح السلطة. 

مأخذي الوحید على الكتاب، الذي أصبح مرجعًا اساسی�ا عن الدروز في اسرائیل، ھو أن فرّو وضع  
النقاط على الحروف بالنسبة لدور الحركة الصھیونیة واسرائیل لاحقًا، باستھداف الدروز ونزعھم عن  

لك، لكنھ أعفى تقریبًا  ھویتّھم، وكذا أشار بأصبع الإتھّام إلى القیادات الدرزیة التي شاركت وأسھمت في ذ
بالكامل الفلسطینیین وسائر العرب ممّا آلت الیھ الأمور بالنسبة للدروز. وباعتقادي، وكما أشرت لذلك في 

ف الفلسطینیین والعرب بشكل عام تجاه الدروز   كتابي الأخیر "الھویةّ الدرزیة المبتورة"، أنھّ كان لتصرُّ
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إسھام في صقل الھویّة الدرزیة المبتورة. حیث أنھّم ألصقوا تھمة التخوین بالدروز بسبب فرض قانون  
التجنید علیھم، رغم أن غالبیتّھم عارضتھ كما رأینا. ذلك بالمقارنة مع تقبُّل كل العرب الفلسطینیین للتجنید  

% من  90الدروز. حیث أن  عندما كانت النیة لتجنیدھم عامین فقط قبل فرض قانون التجنید على 
).  2025الفلسطینیین سجّلوا في مكاتب التجنید برغبة بل بتحمُّس، كما فصّلت في كتابي المذكور (حلبي،  

من ھنا تھمة التخوین كانت مغرضة وظالمة، وأبعدت الدروز عن ھویتّھم العربیة وساھمت في صقل الھویة  
سلطة الاسرائیلیة. وكما نرى ھذه الأیام تھمة التخوین،  الاسرائیلیة التي رسمتھا وخططت لھا ال -الدرزیة

عادت لتنال من الدروز في سوریا، وھي التي كانت سببًا اساسی�ا في المذبحة في محافظة السویداء. من ھنا  
أعتقد أنھ یجب تخصیص بحث معمق في ھذه الظاھرة لفھمھا بالعمق، لأنھّا تحكم العلاقة بین المسلمین  

 . السنّة والدروز

 "ما بعد الوحدة: مقاومة الدروز وسیاسات التقسیم الاستعماریة"، بقلم نادیة ناصر نجاب

عندما عشت في الضفة الغربیة، كنت أواجھ بشكل متكرر المعاملة القاسیة لجنود دروز عند نقاط التفتیش.  
كنت أسمع أیضًا تعلیقات الناس بأنّ "الجندي كان لئیمًا وحقودًا، درزي". ویستمر الأسرى الفلسطینیون  

لیة. وھناك أیضًا مفھوم خاطئ  المفرّج عنھم في الحدیث عن وحشیةّ الحرّاس الدروز في السجون الإسرائی
سائد للدروز كطائفة متجانسة اختارت اللّجوء إلى التقیةّ، التظاھر بعكس المعتقد، كاستراتیجیة للبقاء في  

 مواجھة الاضطھاد. رغم الإستثناءات الإیجابیة، مثل سمیح القاسم، الشاعر الفلسطیني (الدرزي) للمقاومة.

ھناك آخرون، كُتاّب مثل سلمان ناطور؛ وأعضاء في لجنة المبادرة الدرزیة، التي تأسّست عام  
، بمن فیھم العضو السابق في البرلمان الإسرائیلي سعید نفاع والقادة الدروز من لبنان وسوریة مثل  1972

لأطرش، الذي قاد الثورة  كمال وابنھ ولید جنبلاط، كلاھما من القادة الوطنیین الدروز في لبنان، وسلطان ا
، وقاوم البریطانیین والصھاینة، یقدمون جمیعًا روایة مضادّة قویةّ. كل  1925الكبرى ضد الفرنسیین عام 

 ھؤلاء لم یتحدّوا، ناھیك عن تغییر، ھذه المواقف. 

بینما یعكس تصور الدروز تجارب حقیقیة، فإنھ یفتقر إلى السیاق الاستعماري الذي شكّل عن قصد ھذه  
 الصورة النمطیةّ التي تقدّم الدروز كمجموعة متجانسة، متجاھلاً الخلاف الداخلي والانقسامات السیاسیة. 

في ھذا الكتاب، یوضح فرّو كیف ساھم التضلیل والدعایة الصھیونیة في عدد من المفاھیم الخاطئة  
حول الدروز. لإثبات ذلك، یحلّل فرّو بشكل نقدي الأرشیفات الإسرائیلیة ویستعمل التاریخ الشفھي، الذي 

 یرفضھ المؤرّخون الصھاینة دائمًا باعتباره كاذبًا، مشوّھًا ومضللاًّ. 

یُظھر كیف تداخل البحث الانتقائي والتضّلیل المتعمد مع استعمال الأرشیفات الصھیونیة للحذف  
). ویضیف أیضًا أن الإفتقار إلى أرشیف  157والإضافة والتشویھ، ممّا ساھم في تحلیل غیر دقیق (

طینیین، والأھم  فلسطیني خلق سلسلة من المفاھیم الخاطئة بین المؤرخین المناھضین للصھیونیة وحتى الفلس
 من ذلك، تجاھل مقاومة الدروز لمشروع الاستعمار الصھیوني. 

الادّعاء بأن المقاتلین الفلسطینیین ھاجموا قریة  التقلیل من أھمیةّ یستعمل فرّو شھادة والده وعمتھ في 
)، ویفككّ أیضًا المزاعم الصھیونیة حول موقف الزعیم الدرزي سلطان  72( 1938(الدرزیة) عام   عسفیا

الأطرش من خطة النقل التي رسمھا الصھاینة في الثلاثینیات لنقل الدروز إلى سوریة والاستیطان في  
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). من خلال الاعتماد على موقعھ الذاتي، یتمكّن من تقدیم نظرة ثاقبة على مقاومة الدروز  130أراضیھم (
، بما في ذلك مشاركتھم في معارك قرى  1948للمشروع الصھیوني على مدى الثلاثینیات وحرب عام 

عندما قاتلوا إلى جانب جیش الإنقاذ العربي وأظھروا شجاعة ملحوظة.   6ھوشة والكسایر بجانب حیفا، 
)159 ( 

بعد قیام إسرائیل، تم مأسسة الإنقسامات بین القادة الدروز، كجزء من "سیاسة الأقلّیّات" التي تشبھ إلى  
حد كبیر، وفي كثیر من الجوانب تحاكي مباشرة، سیاسة الانتداب السابقة. ومع ذلك، كان الدروز  

راضیھم. یستمرّ "منطق  "فلسطینییّن" عندما كان ذلك یفید المصالح الصھیونیة، كما حدث عند مصادرة أ
) وقانون "الدولة  290الإقصاء" الأوسع ھذا في الظھور في سیاسة مصادرة الأراضي والنقل الإسرائیلیة ( 

 2018.7القومیّة" لعام 

إن مصادرة الأراضي الإسرائیلیة سلبت جمیع الفلسطینیین، بمن فیھم الدروز، القدرة على إعالة أنفسھم  
من خلال الزراعة. ویمكن للحكومة الإسرائیلیة بعد ذلك استخدام تكتیكات "الجزرة والعصا" لاستغلال  

بإدراجھ عبارة "من المحاریث   الانقسامات بین القیادة الدرزیة، وھي قدرة تعزّزت بفضل التجنید الإجباري.
إلى البنادق" في عنوان كتابھ، یعكس فرّو كیف أجبرت ھذه السیاسات الاستعماریة الدروز على مبادلة  

 المحاریث بالبنادق. 

على الرّغم من ذلك، قاوم الدروز التجنید وفي قرى مثل عسفیا ودالیة الكرمل وغیرھا، حیث سجّل  
). ومع ذلك، غالبًا ما یتم التغاضي  268( 1953حزیران/یونیو   17فرد فقط أسماءھم للتجنید في   200

لدعم المتحمّس لعدد قلیل  عن حقیقة أن التجنید فرُِضَ أساسًا على الدروز. وبدلاً من ذلك، یتم المبالغة في ا
ا فیھا إلى فرض التجنید، والتي طعن فیھا فرّو، على حساب  ومن القادة، بما في ذلك رسائلھم التي دع

الاعتراف بالمعارضة الدرزیة، التي تراكمت لدرجة أن الحكومة الإسرائیلیة اضطرت إلى قمع جمیع  
). وفي 282( 1956كانون الثاني/ینایر   26أصوات المعارضة بعد أمر "التجنید الإجباري" الصادر في  

في المائة من جمیع المجندین المؤھلین) إلا في نھایة   75الواقع، لم تزد نسبة التجنید (لتصل إلى 
 ). 285نیسان/أبریل التالي، بعد أن استعملت الحكومة الإسرائیلیة القوة والملاحقات الجنائیة (

استمرّت المقاومة ضد التجنید، مع ذلك، بما في ذلك في أعقاب أزمة قناة السویس (العدوان الثلاثي)  
، عندما أبلغ القادة الدروز من شفاعمرو والقرى المجاورة شخصیات بارزة في الحكومة  1956عام 

ین لقتال "إخوانھم" العرب. 1957شباط/فبرایر  8الإسرائیلیة (في   جاء ذلك بعد نداء من   ) أنھّم غیر مستعدِّ
، حذرّ فیھ، مردِّدًا صدى قادة دروز 1956آب/أغسطس  28سلطان الأطرش، بُثَّ عبر إذاعة دمشق في  

آخرین في لبنان وسوریة، من أن إسرائیل تسعى لتقسیم العرب من خلال فصل الدروز عن المجتمع  
 ). 286العربي، بینما انكر على القادة "المتعاونین" دعمھم للتجنید ( 

الخدمة في الجیش لم تمنح الدروز حقوقًا متساویة ولم تحمھم من مصادرة الأراضي. لذلك، استمرّوا 
في المقاومة، بما في ذلك في قریة كسرى في الجلیل، حیث امتدّت المقاومة الدرزیة ضد مصادرة الأراضي 

  Eduardo Wassim Aboultaif, "Druze politics in Israel: Challenging: لمزید من التفاصیل حول مقاومة الدروز، انظر 6
the myth of “Druze-Zionist covenant," Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs 35, no. 4 (2015): 533-555. 

  Rami Zeedan, "Reconsidering the Druze narrative in the wake of theالقومیة: حول قانونلمزید من التفاصیل  7
basic law: Israel as the nation-state of the Jewish people," Israel Studies 25, no. 3 (2020): 153-166. 
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في   1976آذار/مارس  30إلى قرى أخرى قبل أن تبلغ ذروتھا في  1975والتجنید الإجباري في عام 
سخنین، عندما قتلت الشرطة ستةّ فلسطینیین، وھو حدث یحُتفل بھ الآن في "یوم الأرض". استمرّت كسرى  

الیمینیة المتطرفة، وثلاث قرى درزیة أخرى في المقاومة حتى أوائل التسعینیات، حتى تحت حكومة اللیكود 
). تستمر مقاومة الدروز  317ممّا أدّى إلى فقدان الدروز لأراض أقل من المواطنین الفلسطینیین الآخرین (

، في 2013للتجنید الإجباري، بما في ذلك حملة "ارفض، شعبك بیحمیك" التي أطُلقت في آذار/مارس 
بما في ذلك تصمیم المناھج الدراسیة) لفصل الھویة  مواجھة الجھود الإسرائیلیة (وأبرزھا من خلال التعلیم، 

 الدرزیة عن الھویة الفلسطینیة والعربیة. 

لا یزال النشطاء داخل الحركة منخرطین بعمق في المجتمعات العربیة، حیث ینظمّون الندوات وورش  
 العمل لرفع الوعي ویقدّمون الإرشاد القانوني للرّافضین للخدمة العسكریة. 

یربط المقاومون الشباب الدروز موقفھم بشكل صریح بالنضال الفلسطیني الأوسع ضدّ التمییز  
جمعیة الشباب العربي، التي تأسّست    -المؤسساتي وعدم المساواة. على سبیل المثال، أنشأت جمعیة بلدنا 

الدرزي لمعالجة   لمكافحة التھمیش المنھجي وتأكید الحقوق الفردیة والجماعیة، قسمًا للشباب 2001عام 
القضایا المحیطة بالتجنید وأمور أخرى. وبذلك، یصر النشطاء الدروز على تأطیر مقاومتھم ضمن النضال  

 الفلسطیني العربي الجماعي، مؤكدّین أن ھویتّھم جزء لا یتجزّأ منھ. 

كُتب كتاب فرّو باللغّة العربیة للفلسطینیین والعرب، وھو لا یتتبّع التجنید فحسب، بل المقاومة أیضًا.  
من خلال تحدّي التشویھات والتحریفات الصھیونیة، یعید تأطیر الدروز ضمن السردیةّ الأوسع للتجرید من  

ولذلك، فإنّ ھذا الكتاب لیس عن الھزیمة الدرزیة، بل عن مقاومتھم المستمرة.  8الملكیة وإنھاء الاستعمار.
خوري وبشارة  -یساھم الكتاب في الجدل التأریخي المستمر، إلى جانب أعمال رشید خالدي وأریج صباغ

دوماني ونور مصالحة، الذي یسعى إلى تحدّي وتفكیك الروایة الصھیونیة المشوّھة المحیطة بفلسطین  
 ھا ومقاومتھم. وشعب

على الرغم من أنّ ھذا الكتاب یركزّ على الدروز، إلاّ أنّھ یقدّم نظرة ثاقبة نقدیّة إلى التكتیكات  
قْ تسَدُْ" التي تسُتعمل ضد مجتمعات أخرى. في فلسطین، على سبیل المثال، سعى   الاستعماریة الأوسع لـ "فرَِّ

عزل المواطنین الفلسطینیین المسیحیین  إلى   2014"قانون المسیحیین" المزعوم الذي قدُّم في شباط/فبرایر  
في إسرائیل من خلال تصویرھم على أنھّم "غیر عرب"، في محاولة متعمدة لكسر الھویّة المشتركة  

والتضامن. یعمق الكتاب أیضًا فھمنا لكیفیةّ تلاعب الأنظمة الإستعماریة في الشرق الأوسط بالدین لتقویض  
إنھّا قراءة حیویّة لأولئك الذین یدرسون   9یعزّز التجزئة كأداة للسیطرة.  الھویة العربیة وعزل الأقلّیات، ممّا

فلسطین والشرق الأوسط، خاصّة وسط الإبادة الجماعیة في غزّة والجھود الإسرائیلیة المتجددة لتقسیم  
 السوریین من خلال التلاعب الدیني. 

8Najjab, "Palestine studies, knowledge production, and the –Ilan Pappé, Tariq Dana, and Nadia Naser 
193.-33, no. 2 (2024): 173 Middle East Critique struggle for decolonization," 

 :Ussama Makdisi, The culture of sectarianism  لمزید من التفاصیل حول تاریخ الطائفیة في حالة لبنان، انظر:  9
community, history, and violence in nineteenth-century Ottoman Lebanon (University of California Press, 

2000) 
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یعتمد الكتاب على مصادر أوّلیة ویقدّم سیاقًا تاریخی�ا أساسی�ا. وبینما تفتقر بنیتھ إلى السلاسة، فإنّ عمق  
 البحث ومثابرة المؤلف، على الرغم من التحدّیات الصّحّیة، تجعلھ مساھمة قیمّة. 

یعمق عمل فرّو فھمنا لمنھجیّة إنھاء الاستعمار، ویقدّم عدسة نقدیة حول كیفیة التعامل مع الأرشیفات  
بحذر لتجنُّب إعادة إنتاج التضلیل الإستعماري الذي یھدف إلى تقسیم السكان الأصلیین وتھجیرھم والاستیلاء  

واء لدفع البحث العلمي أو للمساعدة  على أراضیھم. یستحق ھذا الكتاب الترجمة والنشر على نطاق أوسع، س
 في تصحیح المفاھیم الخاطئة عن الدروز. 

 "الدروز بین مطرقة الدولة وسندان التخوین: قراءة في السیاقات المُغفلة"، بقلم یسري خیزران 

من المحراث الفلسطینيّ إلى البندقیّة الإسرائیلیّة" وھو   -صدر قبل ست سنوات كتاب "دروز في زمن الغفلة 
من تألیف المرحوم البرفسور قیس فرو [المؤلّف]. الكتاب یتناول مواضیع عدّة منھا: العلاقات الدّرزیّة 

مَّ یتناول سیاسة الدولة تجاه الدروز  ومن ث 1948الیھودیّة في فترة الإنتداب البریطاني وصولاً الى حرب  
حتى أیامنا ھذه. یعتبر المؤلّف أنھ منذ تأسیس دولة اسرائیل عملت المؤسّسة الإسرائیلیة وبصورة ممنھجة  

على تفكیك الانتماء العروبي للدروز من خلال تطبیق سیاسة منھجیة عملت على فصل الدروز عن محیطھم  
السّیاسیّة التقلیدیة كمتعاونین أو   –ادات الدّروز الدّینیّة والاجتماعیةّ العربي وذلك باستغلال أو تجنید قی

 عملاء لھا، وإنّ الطّائفة الدّرزیّة وقیاداتھا أضحت ورقة أو أداة من أجل ما ذكُر. 

تحت عنوان    1999یعُتبر البحث بمثابة ترجمة وتوسیع للكتاب الذّي أصدره المؤلّف وبالإنجلیزیّة عام  
"الدّروز في الدّولة الیھودیةّ". وأدخل على ھذا الإصدار الأخیر بعض الموادّ من إصدارات أخیرة. یقع  

وّلان وضع الدروز في فترة  الكتاب في ستة فصول مقسمّة حسب التسلسل الزمني، حیث یتناول الفصلان الأ
یلیھ الفصل الرابع الذي یتناول   ،1948الإنتداب. أمّا الفصل الثالث فیتناول دور الدروز في حرب عام  

سیاسة الدولة في العقد الأول وفرض التجنید الإجباري على الدروز. كما یتناول الفصل الرابع ما یسمّیھ  
القیادات التقلیدیة. ویختتم الكاتب الكتاب بفصلین یتناولان  الكاتب فنّ الترویض، أي سیاسة الدولة تجاه 

ھوایاتیةّ من خلال الخدمة في   -سیاسة الدولة تجاه الدروز الرامیة لمصادرة أراضیھم وخلق تبعیة اقتصادیة
 الجیش و"تدریز" برامج التعلیم.  

لباحث كتابة تاریخیّة معمّقة وموثقّة عن سیاسة الحركة الصّھیونیة تجاه الدّروز،ثمّ سیاسة الدولة  ایقدّم 
. یُظھر المؤلّف ان الدولة اعتمدت منذ تأسیسھا سیاسة منھجیة تنزع الى فصل الدروز  1948تجاھھم بعد 

ة الأقلّویّة وسخّرت  عن محیطھم العربي والإسلامي، حیث ان الدولة أرست سیاستھا على توظیف النزع 
لذلك منظومتھا بكل فروعھا ومكوّناتھا. اعتمدت الدولة في ذلك على ثلاث ركائز أساسیة. الأولى: بناء  

علاقات "زبائنیّة" كما یسمّیھا المؤلّف مع القیادات التقلیدیة. الثانیة: فرض التجنید الإجباري على الذكور من  
تصادیّة أساسیّة. الثالثة: إنشاء جھاز تعلیمي خاص بالدروز وظیفتھ الأساسیة  اق -الدروز وجعلھ ركیزة حیاتیةّ

إسرائیلیة تقوم على المزج بین المكونین. المحصلة النھائیة لھذه السیاسة تبدو الیوم   -خلق شخصیةّ درزیة
مؤلّف متقاطعًا  جلیّة في واقع الدروز الذي یؤكدّ نجاح ھذه السیاسة في تحقیق أھدافھا، وبذلك یكون تحلیل ال

 مع الواقع ورابطًا للماضي بالحاضر.  

في قراءة عمیقة للكتابة التاّریخیّة الّتي یقُدّمھا فرّو یبدو أنّ الكاتب ینزع إلى محاكمة غیابیةّ للقیادات  
1948التقّلیدیّة دون الأخذ بعین الاعتبار السیّاقات التاّریخیّة الخاصّة بفترة الإنتداب أو مرحلة ما بعد حرب 
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الفلسطینيّ. یُضاف إلى ذلك أنّ الكاتب یتجاھل تمامًا -والإسقاطات التّي ترتبّت على إنھیار المجتمع المدنيّ 
السّیاق التاّریخيّ الفلسطینيّ الذّي انزلق نحو حالة تمأزق واضحة منذ اندلاع ثورة فلسطین الكبرى وتحدیدًا  

فلسطینيّ في حالة صراع داخليّ وفوضى أدّت إلى  منذ بدایة العمل المسلّح، الأمر الذّي أدخل المجتمع ال
أ وانقسام أفقيّ طال كلّ شرائح المجتمع الفلسطینيّ. في ھذا السّیاق ینزع الكاتب بشكل واضح   تجزئة المجَزَّ

نحو خطاب الضّحویّة والتخّوین وكلاھما متلازمان من أجل التبّریر تجاه الخارج وتأثیم القیادات التقّلیدیةّ في  
 لدّاخل.  سیاق ا

إنّ القراءة التاّریخیةّ للكاتب تتجاھل بشكل یدعو للاستغراب توازنات القوّة بین الدّولة والقیادات المحلّیةّ  
الإسرائیلیّة الأولى وحالة الھزیمة والعداء الّتي خیمّت على الأجواء  -لا سیمّا في أعقاب انتھاء الحرب العربیّة

وافع سلوكیاّت القیادات المحلّیّة إلاّ من خلال موضعتھا في  العامّة. لا یُظھر الكاتب أي محاولة لاستقراء د
الخشبيّ الذّي اعتمد المثالیةّ والمطالبة بالمثالیةّ  -خانة التخّوین والعمالة وما إلى ذلك من الخطاب الأكادیميّ 

لتخّوّفیّة  القصوى في ظلّ تجاھل مُطلق لحیثیّات الواقع التاّریخيّ والمصالح الآنیّة والنزّعات الإنسانیّة ا
خصوصًا لدى المجموعات الصّغیرة الّتي لازمھا على الدّوام ھاجس البقاء والحفاظ على وجودھا. تنعكس  

 :  366ھذه الكتابة التقییمیةّ عند الكاتب في الخلاصة التي یقدّمھا في صفحة 

"لقد ركّزنا في فصول ھذا الكتاب على التغییرات التي أدت الى انتقال الطائفة الدرزیة " من المحراث  
الفلسطیني الى البندقیة الإسرائیلیة "، وعلى محاولات " اختراع تراث " یتلاءم مع ھذه التغیرات. ومع أن  

یة وشرائح من الطائفة، إلا انھّا لم  البندقیة الإسرائیلیة نجحت نسبی�ا في ترویض وتھجین القیادات الدرز
 تستطع ان تمنع استمرار تمرّد شرائح أخرى ضد حمل البندقیة الإسرائیلیة وضدّ تھجین الھویة".  

في السّیاق ذاتھ یتجاھل الكاتب تمامًا أنّ ھذه القیادات تعاملت مع الواقع في إطار ما یمُكن تسمیتھ: إنقاذ  
ما یمكن إنقاذه، ولم یكن بالضّرورة انطلاقًا من موقع العمالة أو الإنصیاع لإملاءات الدّولة دون قید أو  

الحالة الفلسطینیةّ برمّتھا. ألم یكن مؤتمر أریحا  شرط. فمنطلق إنقاذ ما یمكن إنقاذه كان المنطلق الذّي ساد 
الھاشمیّة؟ إنّ الكتابة  -ھو الذّي أطلق عملیّة إلغاء الانتماء الفلسطینيّ لصالح الإنضمام للمملكة الأردنیّة

التاّریخیّة یجب أن تقوم على تحلیل الدّینامیكیّات والصّیرورات والتحّوّلات التاّریخیةّ ولیس محاكمة الماضي  
 ثوابت الحاضر أو محاسبة صانعي الحدث دون تحلیل سلوكیاّتھم. ب

یتجاھل المؤرّخ بالكامل الصّراعات المحلیّّة والنزّاعات العائلیةّ كعامل أساسيّ في تفسیر العلاقات الّتي  
تبلورت بین الحركة الصّھیونیةّ وقیادات وشخصیّات محلّیةّ في فترة الانتداب. حیث نظر البعض وبحقّ إلى  

مواجھة خصوم الدّاخل على الصّعید العائليّ أو  الصّھیونیةّ على أنھّا مشروع حداثة ناجح یمكن الاستعانة بھ ل
المحلّيّ، وبالتاّلي فإنّ التنّظیر التاّریخيّ الفوقيّ المتعالي باسم الخطاب القوميّ والوطنيّ والمثالیةّ المجرّدة  
ا أنھّ  یحصر التطّوّرات التاّریخیةّ في سیاقات زمنیّة منبثقة من واقع الیوم لا من الحقیقة التاّریخیةّ للماضي.كم

في قراءة تعمیمیّة كھذه تغُفَل الجزئیّات والحیثیّات التاّریخیّة الّتي لا یمكن التغّاضي عنھا لفھم الصّیرورة  
  –التاّریخیّة الّتي كانت وراء التوّاصل، ومن ثمّ التحّالف مع الحركة الصّھیونیّة. ففي ھذا الطرّح الفوقيّ 

جانب واحد وقضم للتحّلیل التاّریخيّ المستند إلى المعاییر الأوّلیةّ  التعّمیميّ إغفال للحقائق التاّریخیةّ من  
والأساسیةّ للكتابة التاّریخیةّ بمعنى توخّي الدّقّة واعتماد النزّاھة والترّفّع عن تلبیس الأمور بخطابات مأدلجة  

ولة دون الاخذ  في ھذا السیاق ینزع المؤلّف الى التركیز على سیاسة الد تعكس الواقع ولا تقرأ الماضي.
یعزو المؤلّف نجاح   263بعین الإعتبار المصالح والاعتبارات الداخلیة الخاصة بالدروز. ففي صفحة  

سیاسة الدولة في فصل الدروز عن محیطھم العربي الى قلّة المتعلمّین والمثقفّین. إلاّ أنّ واقع الإنسلاخ عن  
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المحیط العربي لم یتغیرّ مع الإزدیاد المضطرد في عدد المتعلِّمین والمثقفّین في العقود الأخیرة. ففي ھذا  
 :  263یكتب المؤلّف صفحة  

"أنّ ضعف الدور السیاسي للمتعلمّین خلال العقد الأول من قیام الدولة الصھیونیّة وسیطرة رعاة حزب  
العمل على تحرّكات الوسطاء من الزعماء الدروز، سھَّلا على الحكومة الإسرائیلیة الاستمرار في تنفیذ  

عد النجاح في إقامة وحدة الأقلّیّات  سیاستھا الرّامیة إلى فصل الطائفة الدرزیة عن سائر الطوائف العربیة. وب
باتخاذ    1953التي كانت أولى خطوات حكومة إسرائیل نحو ھذا الفصل، بدأت في سنة   1948في سنة  

، وسن قانون تنظیم الطائفة  1956خطوات متلاحقة أھمھا خطوتان: فرض التجنید الإجباري في سنة  
تین المتلازمتین التأّثیر الأكبر في مسار تطوّر  . وكان لھاتین الخطو1957الدرزیة في الكنیست في سنة 

 الدروز السّیاسي والإقتصادي والثقّافي في الدّولة الصھیونیةّ حتىّ أیامنا ھذه". 

یعتمد المؤلّف في كتابتھ لغة التبریر والدّفاع عن الدروز واضعًا ایّاھم في خانة المساءلة، فیكتب عن  
، متجاھلاً أنّ الدروز في البلاد وفقًا للبحث المعمّق الذي أجرتھ المؤرّخة لیلى  1948مشاركتھم في حرب 

باب التبریر یتجاھل المؤلّف    ) لم یشاركوا في الحرب وفضّلوا الوقوف على الحیاد. من2000بارسون (
الحقیقة التاریخیة وھي ان الدروز في فلسطین بغالبیتّھم لم یشاركوا في الحرب باستثناء بعض الحالات  

الفریدة، فجاء الخلط بین حیاد دروز فلسطین ومشاركة فعلیّة لدروز سوریا ولبنان، فیقول الكاتب في صفحة  
172  : 

وسوریة. إنّ   "فالدّروز أرادوا حمایة أنفسھم من كل الأطراف: الیھود، وجیش الإنقاذ، وحكومتي لبنان
، وبصورة خاصّة صدّ [الجیش  1948تضحیاتھم الثقیلة وھزائم جیش الإنقاذ في نیسان أبریل و [آیار] مایو  

الإسرائیلي] غزو الجیوش العربیة، كل ذلك عزز موقف ھؤلاء [الدروز] الذین فضّلوا الارتباط بالیھود".  

لأنّ الدروز في البلاد لم یشاركوا عملی�ا في الحرب   ،ما ورد أعلاه لا یتوافق تمامًا مع الواقع التاریخي
10إنمّا كانت المشاركة من جانب دروز سوریا ولبنان في إطار جیش الإنقاذ. 

یتجاھل المؤلفّ أنّ خطاب التكفیر والتخوین الذي اصطدم بھ الدروز من قِبَل المحیط العربي 
ولطالما كان خطاب التخوین   ،والإسلامي ساھم الى حدّ بعید في نجاح مشاریع الدولة التجزیئیة تجاه الدروز

مرفقًا بنزعات طائفیة. یضاف الى ذلك الخطاب القومي العروبي الذي اعتبر أنّ أي إشارة الى الھویّات  
متجاھلاً أنّ التعدُّدیة لم تكن یومًا نقیض الھویّة الجامعة. إنّ   ،الأھلیّة ھو نقیض مطلق للقومیةّ الجامعة

الإسلامي لھو بحدّ ذاتھ   -الترّكیز على سیاسة الدولة دون الإشارة إلى سلوكیّات المحیط الفلسطیني والعربي
فالواقع الدرزي  ،وتجاوز للدینامیكیّات التاریخیة التي صنعت تاریخ الدروزتحیُّز وإنقاص للحقیقة التاریخیة 

ان كان مأزومًا فھو انعكاس لواقع المحیط المأزوم. لم یكن الدروز الوحیدین الذین تركوا محراثھم ومعولھم 
إنمّا ھذا التحّول ینسحب على الأقلّیة العربیّة برمّتھا. ولم یكن ھذا ناتجًا فقط عن سیاسة مصادرة الأراضي  

ایضًا الى إنھیار الزراعة التقلیدیة أمام جحافل الزراعة المتطوّرة   الذي جاء بھا الحكم العسكري، إنمّا مردّه
التي جاء بھا مشروع الاستیطان الصھیوني. یفتقر الكتاب الى خلاصة او تلخیص ولا یقدّم في نھایتھ ھذا  

لكاتب خلاصة بحثھ. ولربمّا السبب في ذلك یعود الى انّ  الجزء المھم الذي من المفروض ان یقدّم فیھ ا

10. The Druze community and the Lebanese state: between confrontation and reconciliationYusri Hazran,  
(Routledge, 2014). 
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الكاتب تعمَّد منذ البدایة تقدیم كتاب یحاكم فیھ سیاسة الدولة والقیادات التقّلیدیةّ لدوافع أیدیولوجیةّ وأخرى،  
دون النظرة المعمّقة الى الواقع التاریخي المأزوم ودون الأخذ بعین الإعتبار كلّ مكوّنات الصّیرورة  

 ن والتكفیر والوضعیّة الاقلّویةّ. التاّریخیّة للدّروز في إسرائیل وعلى رأسھا إرث التخّوی

 ملاحظة المحرر بقلم رامي زیدان

بما أن ھذا المنتدى قد انطلق ونشُر بعد وفاة الأستاذ الرّاحل قیس فرّو، فإنّ قسم "رد المؤلّف" المعتاد 
لدینا غیر ممكن. كنّا نتمنّى أن یكون الأستاذ فرّو معنا لیشھد معنا نموّ البحث العلمي حول الدروز، وأن  

م بقراءة ھذه المراجعة النقدیّة لأعمالھ الأخیرة.   یكُرَّ
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Abstract
Background: Research on the Druze community is expanding across various dis-
ciplines; however, gaps and regional biases persist.
Objectives: This scoping review aims to map research trends, evaluate thematic 
and geographic coverage, and identify areas for future study in Druze scholarship 
published in 2024.
Eligibility criteria: Included works are peer-reviewed books, book chapters, and 
articles published in English in 2024, or English-language master’s theses and doc-
toral dissertations produced in 2024 that focus on or significantly engage with the 
Druze.
Sources of  evidence: Building on Johnson & Zeedan (2024), this review expand-
ed the dataset to include graduate theses and dissertations, as well as published 
scholarly works.
Charting methods: Studies were categorized into thematic groups, including Bi-
ology & Health, Education, Family Dynamics, History, Language & Media, Poli-
tics, Religion & Faith, and Socioeconomics. A detailed content analysis was con-
ducted using Covidence to organize coding and synthesis.
Results: A total of  93 works were analyzed. Compared to 2023, there is a notice-
able increase in research volume, likely due to the adoption of  improved systemat-
ic methods. However, a continuing regional bias toward Israeli Druze is apparent, 
despite their smaller population size. Limited attention is given to Druze com-
munities in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and the diaspora, with notable gaps in health, 
education, and family dynamics.
Conclusions: The findings underscore the significance of  Druze studies and the 
uneven representation of  various themes and regions. Filling these gaps will lead 
to a more complete and balanced understanding of  Druze communities in various 
contexts.

Keywords: Druze; Literature review; Biology & Health; Education; Family Dynamics; His-
tory; Language & Media; Politics; Religion & Faith; Socioeconomics
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ص مل�خ

؛ ومع  وع�ة �ن �ة م�ت صصا�ت علم�ي ر �ت�خ �ي ع�ب �تمع الدر�ز الم�ج �ة �ب عل�ق : �ي�تسع �نطا�ق ال�أ�بحا�ث الم�ت �ة �ي ل�ف ال�خ
. م�ة ا�ئ �ة �ق م�ي ل�ي �ق ا�ت �إ ز� را�ت و�حت�ي غ� ا�ك �ث ال ه�ن ز�ت ، لا � ل�ك �ذ

�ة  ط�ي غ�ت �يم ال� �ي �ق ، و�ت ح�ث اها�ت ال�ب لى رصد ا�ت�ج �ة �إ �ي ا�ف ع�ة الاس�تكش� ه المرا�ج : �تهد�ف هذ� ال�أهدا�ف
�ة  ل�ي �ب �ق �يداًً م�ن الدراس�ة المس�ت الا�ت ال��تي �تس�تدع�ي مز� ، و�حتد�يد الم�ج �ة �ي را�ف غ�ج �ة وال� وع�ي الموض�

�في عام 4202. و�رة حول الدرو�ز � ش� �ة الم�ن �ي ح�ث ا�ت ال�ب �ي م�ن ال�أد�ب ض�
الا�ت  ، والم�ق صول الك�ت�ب ، و�ف ع�ة الك�ت�ب �في المرا�ج �ة � مل�ت ال�أعمال المدر�ج : ش� �ة ر ال�أهل�ي معا�ي�ي

ر  �ي س�ت ل الما�ج لى رسا�ئ �ة �إ ا�ف ال�إض� �في عام 4202؛ �ب �ي�ة � ز� ل�ي �ج �ة ال�إ�ن اللغ� ر�ت �ب المكّّحم�ة ال��تي �نُُش�
رط �أ�ن �تركز�  ش� ا�هت، �ب �في العام �ذ �ت � �ت�ج ُ�ن �ي�ة وال��تي �أُ ز� ل�ي �ج ال�إ�ن �ة �ب و�ب و�أطروحا�ت الدك�توراه المك�ت

. وهر�ي�ة اولهم �بصو�رة �ج �ن �ت كل �أساس�ي على الدرو�ز �أو �ت ش� �ب
ع �نطا�ق  �توس�ي ع�ة �ب ه المرا�ج �يدا�ن )4202(، �قام�ت هذ� و�نسو�ن و�ز لى عمل �ج ااًًد �إ �ن : اس�ت مصادر ال�أدل�ة

�ة  �ي ح�ث �ة الى ال�أعمال ال�ب ا�ف ال�إض� ا، �ب مل رسا�ئل و�أطروحا�ت الدراسا�ت العل�ي ا�ت ل�ش�ت ا�ن �ي موع�ة ال�ب م�ج
و�رة. ش� الم�ن

 ، اء والصح�ة : علم ال�أح�ي مل�ت �ة ش� وع�ي موعا�ت موض� لى م�ج �ت الدراسا�ت �إ �ف : صُُ�ن �ي�ف �ة ال�تص�ن �ي ه�ج م�ن
 ، �يد�ة ، والد�ي�ن والع�ق �ة وال�إعلام، والس�ياس�ة ، واللغ� ار�ي�خ ، وال�ت ا�ت ال�أسر�ي�ة ام�يك�ي عل�يم، والد�ي�ن وال�ت

Cov�  « دام �أدا�ة اس�ت�خ صّّفل للمح�توى �ب ر�ي �حتل�يل م� ُ�ج . كما �أُ �ة والا�ق�تصاد�ي�ة �تماع�ي وا�ن�ب الا�ج «وال�ج
. ا�ت ا�ن �ي ع ال�ب م�ي ز� و�ت�ج �ة ال�ترم�ي �يم عمل�ي ظ� �ن idence« ل�ت

�يا�دة  �ت �ز عام 3202، لوظ�ح �ة �ب ار�ن اًً. وم�ق �ي ح�ث موعه م�ن 39 عملاًً �ب ع لل�حتل�يل م�ج ض�خ � : �ج ا�ئ �ت ال�ن
�ة  �ي ح�ث ا�ت �ب �ي ه�ج �ي م�ن �ن �ب لى �ت حج �إ ىز� على ال�أر� ع ، وهو ما �يُُ و�رة ش� �في عدد ال�أ�بحا�ث الم�ن �ة � ملحوظ�
�يل،  �في �إسرا�ئ ل�يم�ي لصالح الدرو�ز � ز� ال�إ�ق اًً اس�تمرار ال�حت�ي ل�ي دا �ج ، �ب ل�ك . ومع �ذ �ة �ة ومسّّح�ن ام�ي ظ� �ن
�تمعا�ت  �ي�ت الم�ج ل، ظ�ح ا�ب �في الم�ق رى. و� موعا�ت ال�أ�خ الم�ج �ة �ب ار�ن �ي م�ق مهم السكا�ن ر ح�ج م صغ� غ�ر

�ة  �ي ح�ث را�ت �ب غ� ود �ث اه�تمام محدود، مع و�ج ا�ت �ب �ت اط�ق الش� ا�ن وسور�يا وال�أدر�ن وم�ن �ن �في ل�ب �ي�ة � الدر�ز
. ا�ت ال�أسر�ي�ة ام�يك�ي عل�يم، والد�ي�ن ، وال�ت الا�ت الصح�ة �في م�ج �ة � ملحوظ�

وء على  ، كما �تسلط الض� �ي�ة ا�يد�ة للدراسا�ت الدر�ز ز�ت �ة الم� �ج على ال�أهم�ي ا�ئ �ت كد ال�ن : �ؤ�ت ا�ت ا�ج �ت �ن الاس�ت
لى  دؤ��ي �إ  را�ت س�ي غ� ه ال�ث �ن سد هذ� . �إ �ة �ي را�ف غ�ج اط�ق ال� �يع والم�ن �تل�ف المواض� �يل م�خ �في �تم�ث او�ت � �ف ال�ت

. وع�ة �ن ها الم�ت ا�ت ا�ق �في س�ي �ي�ة � �تمعا�ت الدر�ز اًً للم�ج �ن مالاًً و�توا�ز ر اك�ت هم �أك�ث �ف
ا�ت  ام�يك�ي عل�يم؛ الد�ي�ن ؛ ال�ت اء والصح�ة ؛ علم ال�أح�ي ا�ت �ي ع�ة ال�أد�ب ؛ مرا�ج : الدرو�ز �ة اح�ي �ت الكلما�ت الم�ف

. �ة والا�ق�تصاد�ي�ة �تماع�ي وا�ن�ب الا�ج ؛ ال�ج �يد�ة ؛ الد�ي�ن والع�ق �ة وال�إعلام؛ الس�ياس�ة ؛ اللغ� ار�ي�خ ؛ ال�ت ال�أسر�ي�ة
. �ة ، الاس�تعمار والمعاض�ر �ة �ي ر�ة للحدود الوط�ن ، الهو�ي�ة العا�ب �ة �ي �ف ل�أوسط، الطا�ئ
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Introduction

This scoping review aims to map the literature published in 2024 that focuses 
on the Druze or provides new empirical or interpretive discussion of  them. This 
is the second such project, building on the publication of  the 2023 systematic re-
view (Johnson and Zeedan, 2024). To prepare for this year’s project, we surveyed 
various review types, consulted the relevant literature, and ultimately opted for a 
scoping review because our objective is descriptive and exploratory (Grant and 
Booth, 2009; Levac et al., 2010). We aimed to identify the range, types, and topical 
distribution of  items in 2024: peer-reviewed articles, book chapters, books, and 
unpublished master’s and doctoral theses, rather than to answer a single, narrowly 
focused evaluative question. A scoping review also enabled us to map key con-
cepts and gaps, laying the groundwork for potential future research projects with 
targeted questions related to identified gaps, or for new systematic or meta-analytic 
syntheses in sub-areas of  Druze studies (Munn et al., 2018).

To ensure methodological transparency and reproducibility, we followed es-
tablished scoping review frameworks and reporting guidelines and documented 
any changes from previously established procedures in the literature. The review 
protocol was informed by the literature on scoping reviews to develop search 
strategies and establish eligibility criteria (Arksey and O’Malley, 2005). Screening 
and data charting were conducted in duplicate by two reviewers, with a mechanism 
in place for resolving disagreements. We searched multiple bibliographic databases 
and reviewed the reference lists (see Research Design; Levac et al., 2010). The final 
report adheres to the PRISMA-ScR checklist to ensure comprehensive reporting 
of  evidence sources, the selection process, charting methods, and the synthesis of  
results (Tricco et al., 2018).

Research Design

To identify trends and gaps in the academic literature on 2024 Druze studies, 
this project’s data includes peer-reviewed books, book chapters, and English-lan-
guage articles published in 2024. This year, the study also includes all English-lan-
guage master’s theses and doctoral dissertations produced in 2024 from ranked 
universities, as listed in the World University Rankings 2024, which surveys over 
2,000 academic institutions from 115 countries (World University Rankings, 2024). 
In this way, the dataset effectively outlines the contours of  the academic field 
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of  Druze studies over the past year. Although the data source is limited in lin-
guistic breadth, as it draws exclusively from English-language sources, it expands 
on Johnson and Zeedan’s (2024) previous work by including not only established 
experts on the Druze but also emerging academic perspectives from higher educa-
tion programs. These data constitute a comprehensive source for analyzing trends 
in the past year’s academic literature on the Druze. While future projects aiming to 
analyze annual scholarship on the Druze could improve the data’s scope through 
verifying the academic rigor of  non-English sources, the resultant 93 pieces of  
academic literature on the subject nevertheless provide a detailed picture of  the 
state of  the field in 2024.

To collect these data, we conducted a comprehensive scoping review of  all re-
search written on the Druze in 2024. This collection comprised four steps, includ-
ing: importing references, screening titles and abstracts, reviewing full texts, and 
extracting all relevant information from the studies prior to analysis. The first of  
these steps, importing references, occurred during three separate periods: mid-No-
vember 2024, January 20, 2025, and March 8, 2025. On these dates, we used PoP-
Cites, an online data collection tool, to retrieve Research Information Systems 
(RIS) files for all articles containing the keyword “Druze” published in 2024 across 
nine databases. To supplement our dataset, we also conducted a keyword search 
for “Druze” in subscribed resources available through the University of  Kansas 
Libraries via ProQuest, EBSCO, and Web of  Science.

Upon uploading these files to Covidence, an online systematic and scoping 
review tool also available via the library, we collected a total of  2,641 studies. We 
began systematically screening the works for relevance to the project (see Figure 
1). After Covidence automatically removed 1,279 duplicate studies, a further 86 
were removed manually, leaving 1,276 studies to screen. Then, after abstract and 
title screening, we identified 166 entries for full-text review, from which we select-
ed those for the final review and extraction steps. This phased collection suited 
the project well, as the lengthy process of  data collection, screening, review, and 
extraction could begin prior to the end of  2024 while still allowing us to revisit 
each source in early 2025, as mentioned above. Moreover, the collection of  studies 
from nine separate sources helped us ensure disciplinary diversity and comprehen-
siveness, appropriate for a scoping review of  this scale.
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Figure 1: PRISMA Diagram of  the Scoping Review

As we collected the data, we immediately and simultaneously began the title 
and abstract screening, full text review, and extraction steps as outlined in Covi-
dence’s preset structure for a scoping review. At each step, authors Johnson and 
Zeedan reviewed every study, determining whether each met the criteria to pro-
ceed to the next stage of  analysis. For example, during the title and abstract screen-
ing, we excluded content clearly not relevant to the present study based solely 
on the title and abstract (e.g., duplicates, non-English studies, and studies lacking 
topical relevance), which resulted in 166 pieces of  scholarship for full-text review. 
At this stage of  the review, we then reached a consensus on each remaining study 
based on their full texts, voting to exclude articles failing to meet the criteria of  
peer-reviewed books, book chapters, and articles published in English in 2024 
or English-language master’s theses and doctoral dissertations produced in 2024 
(see Table 1). In the final stage before analysis, authors Johnson and Zeedan then 
independently extracted relevant data from each of  the remaining 93 scholarly 
works, providing 10 fields of  relevant information, including Chicago Style Cita-
tion, DOI, Journal/Publisher, Title, Author(s), Abstract, Relevance to the Druze, 
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Research Format, Country of  Focus, and Subject Category. Therefore, at every 
step, articles, chapters, books, and graduate projects were analyzed. Furthermore, 
the Covidence system enabled the streamlined review of  these works, culminating 
in an exportable file containing all fields from the extraction stage.

Table 1: Reasons for Exclusion in Full Text Review
Reason Count
Academic rigor (e.g., not peer-reviewed / university not ranked) 12
Arabic1 8
Published before 2024 8
Literature type (e.g., undergraduate thesis or newspaper article) 10
Insufficient discussion of  the Druze2 35

We then employed a thematic content analysis to evaluate the data, starting 
with the extraction stage. Drawing on the categories established in Johnson and 
Zeedan (2024), we coded each work based on its relevance to eight subjects: Biol-
ogy & Health; Education; History; Language & Literature; Politics; Religious Stud-
ies; Socioeconomics; and Women, Gender, & Sexuality. However, as we sorted 
each work by theme following the extraction stage, some alterations became nec-
essary, such as changing “Women, Gender, & Sexuality” to the more descriptive 
“Family Dynamics” and abandoning the academic field title of  “Religious Studies” 
in favor of  a title more reflective of  the religious studies and sociological work 
present in the “Religion & Faith” category. Once organized into these new groups, 
we then began analyzing the data for similarities and differences within and be-
tween categories. Specifically, trends in regional bias between groups as well as 
shared content within groups became readily apparent after thematic organization. 
For this scoping review, the qualitative thematic content analysis is highly appro-
priate for identifying subjective gaps and trends in the literature. Ultimately, this 
work aims to inform the field about the general progress and relative weaknesses 
in various subjects related to the Druze and Druze society. Organizing the content 
by subject effectively highlights neglected areas, therefore enabling the creation of  

1 To confirm a journal’s peer-review status, we used the Scopus abstract and citation database 
(https://www.scopus.com/sources). Due to the unfortunate lack of such a resource for Arabic-
language research to our knowledge, we opted to exclude works in Arabic altogether to ensure the 
consistent quality of this study’s included works.
2 Though some of these articles contained limited mention of the Druze, none contained either 
novel discussion or disaggregated data related to the community.
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annotated bibliographies for each publication that showcase the works’ contribu-
tions, methodologies, and relevance to the Druze (see Appendix A). This bibliog-
raphy utilizes language from the original abstracts whenever possible and edits for 
clarity, relevance, and brevity as needed.

General Findings

Compared with Johnson and Zeedan’s (2024) study of  2023 literature related 
to the Druze, the current study stands in stark contrast, providing 93 scholarly 
works compared to the previous study’s 65 entries (see Table 2). At first glance, 
this discrepancy suggests a significant increase in publications on the Druze in 
2024. However, two primary factors likely contribute to the greater number of  
2024 literature on the Druze in this survey. Firstly, this study comprises five mas-
ter’s theses and doctoral dissertations from ranked institutions, whereas the 2023 
literature review excluded all unpublished work. Secondly, and likely of  greater 
significance, this study’s methodology proved to be more systematic and com-
prehensive than the previous study on the subject. Where that scholarship merely 
employed a keyword search in Google Scholar and University of  Kansas library 
resources for the word “Druze” followed by a systematic review, the present study 
scoured nine separate scholarly databases on two occasions, intentionally widening 
the search parameters to conduct a systematic scoping review of  all literature on 
the Druze. For this reason, longitudinal analysis of  the annual publication rate re-
mains the purview of  future studies. Such studies, if  employing the same or similar 
research design, could help gauge the field’s overall growth; however, the apparent 
increase in this year’s number of  entries should not be taken as evidence of  overall 
growth in the field.
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Table 2: Share of  Entries by Subject3

Subject No. in 2023 % in 2023 No. in 2024 % in 2024

Biology & Health 12 18.5 11 11.8

Education 4 6.1 12 12.9

History 8 12.3 19 20.4

Language & Literature 
/ Media 5 7.7 8 8.6

Politics 13 20.0 20 21.5

Religious Studies / 
Religion & Faith 4 6.1 8 8.6

Socioeconomics 8 12.3 8 8.6

Women, Gender, & 
Sexuality / Family 
Dynamics

11 16.9 7 7.5

Nevertheless, between 2023 and 2024, one trend remains clear: academic lit-
erature on the Druze, at least under the current methodological approach, skews 
heavily toward the Israeli Druze community. Despite the population constituting 
a minority of  the total Druze population, over half  of  the 2024 literature in this 
scoping review pertained, at least in part, to the community, continuing a similar 
trend observed in 2023 (see Figure 2). In comparison, only 29 entries related to 
Lebanon and 16 entries related to Syria. Even when including entries related to the 
occupied Golan Heights for Syria, this number only increases to 20, despite the 
Syrian Druze making up an estimated plurality of  the overall Druze community. 
These gaps become increasingly pronounced in specific thematic categories, such 
as Biology & Health and Education, where scholarship focuses exclusively on the 
Druze. Although we discuss the categorical breakdown in greater detail below, 
the general trend indicates a relative lack of  knowledge within the field about the 
Druze community outside Israel, suggesting a need for greater geographic diversi-
ty in future scholarly work. At the same time, the study’s methodology could skew 

3 The number of entries in 2023 for the Biology & Health and Politics categories have been revised 
down, as Johnson and Zeedan’s article on 2023 literature related to the Druze mistakenly included 
pieces by Shlomovitz et al. and Mahajne that belong to the 2024 scholarship on the Druze.
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the regional focus by choosing to search exclusively for the keyword “Druze” to 
identify relevant scholarship. Future studies in a similar vein could improve geo-
graphic coverage by reviewing articles containing keywords such as “Mount Leba-
non,” “Hawran,” “Suwayda OR Sweida,” or the names of  prominent Druze fami-
lies and individuals, especially political and religious leaders in Lebanon and Syria.

Figure 2: Entry Count by Community Focus

Categorical Findings

Biology & Health
With all entries organized alphabetically in Appendix A below, Biology & 

Health comes first, and each of  the 11 entries in this category pertains exclusively 
to Israeli Druze. However, within this sub-population of  the Druze community, 
the studies themselves are varied in topic, with some focusing on general ailments 
afflicting Israeli Druze and broader Israeli society, while other studies centered 
on Druze genetics or Druze women’s health specifically. Bashkin et al. (2024) and 
Weinberger et al. (2024) studied hyperglycemia and brucellosis, respectively, disag-
gregating Druze-specific data from Israel’s Arab population as a whole. However, 
studies on mental health proved most prevalent in this category, with Gal et al. 
(2024) and Khatib et al. (2024) calling established Israeli medical practices related 
to mental health into question in relation to Arab Israelis, including the Druze, 
while Shaheen’s (2024) doctoral dissertation fixated on Israeli and Druze youth 
more specifically.

Gershfeld-Litvin et al. (2024) likewise looked at mental health. However, this 
group of  researchers studied women with breast cancer in particular, falling into 



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PERIODICIAL LITERATURE ON THE DRUZE IN 2024

120

an intersectional trend in the literature investigating various aspects of  gendered 
Druze health experiences. Ryder et al. (2024) and Sgayer et al. (2024) followed suit, 
applying a gender-discerning lens: the former investigating the effects of  gender 
and ethnicity on stroke, and the latter antenatal care amid the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Similarly, Falah et al. (2024) studied male Druze life expectancy in Israel. How-
ever, this study also fell within a grouping of  articles focusing on the Druze com-
munity’s consanguinity and unique genetic markers to understand Druze health. 
Though not fixating on gendered variation as much as other research from 2024, 
Awaad et al. (2024) and Sholomovitz et al. (2024) fit with Falah et al. (2024) in 
undertaking genetic research to understand the Druze community’s susceptibility 
to familial Mediterranean fever and kidney disease, respectively. In this way, Is-
raeli medical studies seem to be adequately addressing pressing medical questions 
within the Israeli Druze and broader Israeli community. However, the applicability 
of  such studies to the broader Druze community cannot be readily extrapolated. 
Therefore, the apparent absence of  medical research on other regional or dias-
poric communities leaves a significant gap in the current literature and the field’s 
knowledge of  Druze health beyond Israeli borders.

Education
Like Biology & Health, all 12 articles in Education focus exclusively on Israeli 

society. However, within this category, three general themes emerge in relation to 
the articles, including education and multiculturalism, Arabs in Israeli higher edu-
cation, and child sex abuse (CSA). In the first subcategory, multiculturalism figures 
both as a lens of  comparison and an educational goal, with Al-Haj’s (2024) book 
highlighting the difference between Arabic and Hebrew education in Israel, while 
articles and chapters by Halabi (2024), Khair-Abbas (2024), Livne et al. (2024), 
Livne (2024), and Tal (2024) all focus on the shortcomings and successes of  Israeli 
intercultural education. Works by Abbas and Court (2024), Bar-Haim (2024), and 
Shams et al. (2024) further explore these dynamics. However, each focuses specif-
ically on Arabs in Israeli higher education, discussing Druze educational patterns, 
gendered differences in matriculation, and family influence on these trends. The 
remaining three articles, written by overlapping groups of  researchers, discuss how 
teachers experience and handle instances of  CSA within Druze society (Bar Gosen 
et al., 2024; Sigad, 2024; Sigad et al., 2024). This year’s data, therefore, helps to 
elucidate dynamics within the Israeli educational system at both the interpersonal 
and society-wide levels. At the same time, as with Biology & Health, little to no 
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disaggregated data on Druze experiences with education exist outside the Israeli 
context, revealing a general gap in the current annual literature.

Family Dynamics
Comprising six articles and one book, the Family Dynamics category was this 

study’s smallest and was split into two subcategories, organized by research focus 
and country of  inquiry. In this way, three articles and the category’s sole book 
scrutinized marriage practices in Lebanon, whereas the remaining three articles 
investigated families more holistically, though only in Israel. Among the works 
on Lebanon, Deeb’s (2024) book examines the Lebanese social milieu through 
the lens of  mixed marriages, though the remaining three articles—two authored 
by the same research team in El Hakim et al. (2024a; 2024b) and the other by 
Hachem and Karam (2024)—focused more on Lebanese systems of  governance 
as impediments to or facilitators of  marital cohesion. In the other subcategory, 
authors tended to investigate a range of  topics, including Eseed et al.’s (2024) study 
of  religiosity’s relationship to mothering, Sabik et al.’s (2024) work on Druze par-
ents of  children with disabilities, and finally Barakat’s (2024) assessment of  labor 
division within Druze households in Israel. In this way, a relative dearth of  subject 
variation within the Lebanese familial context begins to emerge compared with 
the Israeli context. However, the latter also tends to favor a familial lens centered 
on women, providing informative research while revealing a potential gap in the 
literature. Moreover, several facets of  Druze society outside these two countries 
remain underexplored according to the data, raising questions about family dy-
namics in Syria, Jordan, and the diaspora.

History
In the History category, several key trends have emerged, emphasizing politi-

cal dynamics, cultural interactions, and community identity across different periods 
and regions. These studies, drawing on various primary sources such as diplomatic 
cables, archival documents, personal accounts, and interviews, offer a nuanced and 
multifaceted view of  the Druze experience. The publications collectively show a 
shift toward more specific, case-study-based analyses that highlight broader his-
torical themes. The largest group of  studies, seven in total, focuses on the Druze 
in Lebanon. An additional four studies specifically examine the Hawran region, 
stressing its historical importance as a Druze stronghold and a borderland. The 
remaining studies address broader topics with mentions of  Druze communities in 
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Syria or within the context of  cross-border and regional interactions. This section, 
therefore, contrasts with other categories that mainly focus on the Israeli Druze.

A significant portion of  the recent literature examines the political history 
of  the Druze, particularly the influential families that have shaped their relation-
ships with local and imperial powers. Several studies examine the Lebanese Junblat 
(Jumblatt) family. Abu-Husayn (2024) challenges the traditional narrative of  the 
family’s origins and rise, drawing on historical and contemporary evidence to offer 
a new perspective on how the family secured its leadership position. Bou Nassif  
(2024) examines the relationship between Walid Jumblatt and Israel during the 
1983 War of  the Mountain, utilizing declassified diplomatic sources to reveal the 
complex ties that influenced the Lebanese conflict. Similarly, Yildiz (2024) exam-
ines the political maneuvering of  the Jumblatt and Arslan families in 19th-centu-
ry Shouf, focusing on their rivalry for the district governorship and their inter-
actions with the weakening Ottoman central government. Aside from political 
families, the relationship between the Druze and the Ottoman Empire is another 
key theme. Buzpınar (2024) provides a detailed examination of  Ottoman policy 
toward the Druze of  Hawran in the late 19th century, arguing that the relationship 
was defined more by reconciliation and negotiation than by coercion. In contrast, 
Gündoğdu (2024) offers a comparative analysis of  Ottoman sectarian governance 
in Syria between the 1570s and 1630s.

Besides politics, these works also explore the cultural and social aspects of  
Druze history, including their interactions with other communities and their role 
in a changing regional landscape. Rodriguez (2024) examines the “religious sound-
scape” of  18th- and 19th-century Mount Lebanon, demonstrating how this dis-
tinctive soundscape distinguished the region from the rest of  the Ottoman Levant. 
Following similar sectarian dynamics, Rogan (2024) details the events of  the 1860 
Damascus massacre and subsequent rebuilding, especially focusing on the inter-
action between the Druze and Amir ‘Abd al-Qadir. Hill (2024) also discusses the 
1860 massacre, exploring the life of  historian Mikha’il Mishaqa and his interac-
tions with Druze elites during a time of  rising sectarian tensions between Druze 
and Maronite communities.

Several studies highlight the Druze involvement in broader regional cultur-
al and nationalist movements. Thompson (2024) discusses a 1920s gathering of  
key Arab intellectuals, including Shakib Arslan, a prominent Druze figure, to il-
lustrate the post-Ottoman fractures in the Arab world. Beinin’s (2024) research 
on Egyptian popular culture in late Ottoman and Mandate Palestine mentions 
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members of  the Syrian Druze al-Atrash family who participated in this cultural 
trend, showing their engagement in wider regional artistic currents. In a more 
contemporary setting, Radwan (2024) employs an anthropological approach to 
examine how historical knowledge and dogma influence the identity politics of  the 
Lebanese Druze today, as well as their connections to social issues such as exog-
amy and inter-communal relations. Similarly, Kamalı (2024) and Provence (2024) 
both focus on Druze contributions to the history of  the Hawran, demonstrating 
how the community played a role in 19th-century economic relations and in the 
1925 Great Syrian Revolt.

Other works explore more contemporary histories, connecting Druze history 
to broader regional and modern contexts. For example, Bahnasy’s (2024) thesis on 
civil-military relations in the Middle East includes a discussion of  Druze integra-
tion into the Syrian army and addresses modern military and political dynamics. 
Abadi (2024), in his chapter on minorities in Jordan, discusses occasional interac-
tions between the Druze and Bedouin communities in Hawran, providing context 
for the integration of  peripheral groups in the Levant. De Clerck’s (2024) analysis 
of  the Lebanese War (1975–1990) reframes the war as a “glocal” conflict. It fo-
cuses on relations between Druze and Christian populations, especially regarding 
war, reconciliation, and memory. This collection of  studies demonstrates a vibrant 
and evolving field of  Druze history, moving beyond narrow focuses to embrace a 
more integrated, contextual, and multidisciplinary approach.

Language & Media
In this year’s study, the Language & Media category contained seven journal 

articles and one book chapter on the subject. The works themselves followed three 
distinct trends, with half  of  the category comprising media analyses of  Druze 
identity. In this trend, both Abu Amrieh (2024) and Adinolfi (2024) published 
separate works investigating Lebanese Druze author Rabih Alameddine’s novels 
The Wrong End of  the Telescope and I, the Divine, respectively, using the books to 
contextualize refugee and migrant experiences. In the same vein, Paci (2024) and 
Shomron (2024) investigated other media, including film and news, to explore the 
intersection of  language, media, and identity within Israel’s Druze community.

Two other subcategories existed among the works on Language & Media, in-
cluding two articles on linguistic analysis and two meta-analyses of  Druze Studies 
as a field. Kheir (2024) and Miles (2024) present the first of  these trends, discuss-
ing the sociopolitical factors shaping language practices among Druze populations 
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in Israel and the Golan Heights. At the same time, the emergence of  the Druze 
Studies Journal appears to have created a novel platform for meta-analyses of  the 
Druze Studies field itself, with an article by Hazran et al. (2024) evaluating the 
field’s development and potential future, while Johnson and Zeedan’s (2024) work, 
acting as a predecessor to the present study, aimed to review 2023 publications re-
lated to the Druze comprehensively. Despite these distinct trends, the eight works 
act in tandem to provide a clearer understanding of  how language within, about, 
and from the Druze community helps illuminate the community itself. Whether 
this language comes from academics, novelists, filmmakers, or individual members 
of  the Druze community, each article highlights how this corpus informs under-
standings of  Druze life and experience.

Politics
The Politics category of  this year’s study, comprising works related to modern 

Druze political identity and behavior, is the largest, with 20 entries. Due to the 
quantity of  works in the Politics section, a territory-by-territory analysis is best 
for teasing out trends in this category’s literature. Firstly, and most simply, on the 
three works related to Syria, no discernible trend exists either within the three 
pieces of  scholarship or in connection to other works in the category, aside from 
Qaddour’s (2024) investigation of  sectarianism in the context of  the country’s 
constitutional bargaining under former President Bashar al-Assad. The discussion 
of  sectarianism here aligns with the layered analysis of  sectarianism in the five 
works on Lebanon.

Among works on Lebanon, Jadaoun (2024) and Khneisser (2024) both in-
vestigate local politics, paying attention to the role of  sectarian politicking and 
organization in local affairs. In contrast, two separate works by El Baba (2024) 
and Saadi (2024) scrutinize the role of  sectarianism in Lebanese national politics, 
with the former providing a historical and contemporary context for the phenom-
enon, while the latter specifically studies Lebanese women’s voting behavior along 
sectarian lines. Lastly, former Ambassador David Hale’s (2024) book, similar to 
El Baba’s article, seeks to provide a history of  politics in Lebanon, culminating 
in modern-day developments in the country, though through a distinctly interna-
tional lens that focuses on American diplomacy and its interactions with Lebanese 
religious sects.

Like most other categories, however, Politics is predominantly composed of  
works focusing on Israel, with 11 of  the entries dealing with the country in at 
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least a substantial part (see Appendix A). Within this regional focus, the pieces 
can be organized into four trends: political projects in the Golan Heights, modern 
political elites, voting behavior, and sociopolitical identity. On the Golan Heights, 
Braverman’s (2024) work on “frontier ecologies” outlines the Israeli occupational 
project in the territory, while Aboultaif ’s (2024) article shows how Druze in the 
Golan have resisted that project. Akirav (2024) and Mahajne (2024) refocus on 
Israel proper, observing how members of  the Knesset and mayors operate with-
in the country’s political system. A further three articles scrutinize Druze voting 
behavior in recent years (Miaari et al., 2024; Zeedan, 2024a; Zeedan, 2024b). The 
remaining four articles on Israel then explore the sociopolitical identity underlying 
this political behavior, investigating Druze political and identity labels, especially 
in the wake of  the 2018 “Nation-State” Basic Law (Amara, 2024; Eldar & Young, 
2024; Halabi, 2024; Halabi et al., 2024). While this category again highlights a 
certain geographic gap in research, the subcategories on Israeli Druze politics do 
extend to other areas, such as Türkmen’s (2024) study of  identity politics in the 
Syrian diasporas or Saadi’s (2024) coverage of  Lebanese Druze voting behavior. 
Likewise, political identity along sectarian lines in both the literature on Israel and 
Lebanon proves complementary. Hence, despite the apparent skewing of  the rep-
resentation of  Israeli Druze politics, this category seems to have developed geo-
graphically, cross-cutting themes on Druze politics more generally.

Religion & Faith
With five articles, two book chapters, and one doctoral dissertation, the Reli-

gion & Faith category was varied in both its material and its focus areas. Though 
occasionally overlapping in topic, this category tended to focus on the foundations 
of  the Druze faith, reincarnation, and its relationship to the broader Druze com-
munity, as well as on the contours of  religious identity among Druze in various 
social contexts. Al-Majali and al-Aqtash’s (2024) article and Walker’s (2024) book 
chapter provide most of  the novel 2024 scholarship on the foundations of  the 
Druze faith, with the first work reviewing Druze heterodox interpretations of  the 
Qur’an compared to mainstream Muslims, while Walker’s chapter focuses more on 
the historical and political context in which the Druze faith emerged. With a more 
modern bent, four works discussed Druze reincarnation at length, tying the belief  
inextricably to Druze communal cohesion in Brazil, between the United States and 
Lebanon, throughout the Levant, and in the Druze community writ large (Pinto, 
2024; El-Eid, 2024; Ibraheem, 2024; Natoor et al., 2024). Pinto’s (2024) work then 
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bridges the gap between coverage of  reincarnation and various factors shaping re-
ligious identity, as both Pinto and Montenegro (2024) study Druze communities in 
South America and the development of  Druze religious identity. Likewise, Kheir 
and Moberg (2024) examine the recent effects of  Israeli social media on religious 
identity among Druze youth. With general interdisciplinarity not consistent across 
all categories in this study, the works in Religion & Faith take varied approaches to 
investigating the relationship between Druze faith and community across borders 
and around the world.

Socioeconomics
Potentially the most eclectic category of  scholarship in this study, works fall-

ing under Socioeconomics address a range of  Druze social and economic rela-
tionships with their broader communities. Nevertheless—within this grouping of  
articles on money—identity, and society, coverage of  Israel still exceeds that of  
other parts of  the Druze community. Only three of  the works go beyond Israel’s 
borders, with Dybwad’s (2024) master’s thesis on Syrian migrant identity in Ice-
land, Ghadban et al.’s (2024) study of  the wild plant economy in Lebanon, and 
Maugendre and Gasparini’s (2024) analysis of  Lebanon’s athletic elite. Otherwise, 
the remaining scholarship centers exclusively on Israel, with studies such as Factor 
and Mehozav’s (2024) piece investigating normative values across different Israeli 
social groups, or Kheir and Portnov’s (2024) case study on how the segmented Is-
raeli land market relates to those groups. A chapter from Siegel’s (2024) The Israeli 
Mafia even shows how Arabs in Israel, including the Druze, subvert such eco-
nomic structures through organized crime. Furthermore, works by Mahajne and 
Allassad Alhuzail (2024) and Natoor et al. (2024) investigate the challenges faced 
by social workers in Israel when interacting with or working within the Druze 
community. Though not necessarily demarcating clear throughlines wherein lit-
erary gaps can be filled, at least within the context of  this year’s scholarship, the 
category nevertheless provides valuable insights into the relative lack of  literature 
on case studies outside of  Israel and, to a lesser extent, Lebanon. In this way, oth-
er Druze communities’ relationships to their socioeconomic environment remain 
underexplored and could prove promising for new research projects.
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test performance, especially among women of  minority ethnic back-
grounds, including Druze women.

Shaheen, Nibal. “Shyness, avoidance of  loneliness, and identity as predic-
tors of  internet addiction among adolescents.” PhD diss., Uni-
versity of  Córdoba, 2024. https://helvia.uco.es/bitstream/han-
dle/10396/26454/2024000002795.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 

The main purpose of  the PhD dissertation is to examine the relationship 
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Given the limited data on the prevalence of  monogenic causes, especial-
ly among minority groups, this study examines genetic markers in the 
Israeli Druze community with end-stage kidney disease (ESKD). The 
research is a nationwide, multicenter, cross-sectional study involving 94 
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sequencing revealed a genetic diagnosis in about 18 percent of  Druze in-
dividuals with ESKD, highlighting the importance of  genetic analysis in 
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presentation may be nonspecific.
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Bardenstein. “National epidemiology of  culture-confirmed brucellosis 
in Israel, 2004-2022.” Epidemiology & Infection 152, no. e88 (2024): 1–8. 
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This study investigates the endemic brucellosis in Israel. The authors use 
a national database of  culture-confirmed cases (2004–2022) to analyze 
the trends of  brucellosis. The authors find that the annual incidence rates 
among the Arab (incidence rate ratio (IRR) = 36.4) and the Druze (IRR 
= 29.6) were significantly higher than among Jews.

2. Education
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gemony, and Social Change. State University of  New York Press, 2024.

This book provides a detailed longitudinal analysis of  indigenous Pales-
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cation, looking at their administration, resources, curriculum content, 
and outcomes. The author provides Druze-specific discussion at several 
points in the book, but Chapter 3 covers Druze education extensively.
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When Facing the Sexual Abuse of  Their Students.” Behavioral Sciences 14, 
no. 142 (2024): 1–14. https://doi.org/10.3390/bs14020142

This study explores how Druze and Muslim Arab kindergarten teachers 
in Israel actively address child sexual abuse (CSA) through personal, pro-
fessional, and religious strategies. Using qualitative thematic analysis of  



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PERIODICIAL LITERATURE ON THE DRUZE IN 2024

142

semi-structured interviews with these teachers highlights the significant 
role of  religious values in CSA intervention and prevention, especially 
within Druze communities. This research emphasizes culturally ground-
ed approaches to protecting children and supporting teachers in their 
community.

Bar-Haim, Eyal. “Stagnation and De-segregation: The Expansion of  Palestinian 
Arabs’ Education in Israel.” Higher Education Policy (2024): 1–17. https://
doi.org/10.1057/s41307-023-00336-x4

This paper examines the delayed participation of  the Arab population, 
including Druze, in higher education in Israel, highlighting shifts driven 
by changing gender norms, especially among Palestinian Arab women. 
Using age-period-cohort models and labor force surveys from 1995 to 
2021, it identifies patterns in increased educational engagement among 
Palestinians and Jews. This study provides insights into broader Arab 
population trends in educational access and gender roles that may affect 
Druze communities’ educational development.

Halabi, Rabah. “Bedouin teachers in non-Bedouin Arab schools: Alienation and 
attempts to adjust and fit in.” International Journal of  Qualitative Studies in 
Education 37, no. 9 (2024): 2687-2700. https://doi.org/10.1080/095183
98.2024.2320173

This study explores the relationships between Bedouin Arab teachers 
and non-Bedouin Arab teachers in rural northern Israel, highlighting is-
sues of  discrimination and cultural identity through in-depth interviews 
with 31 Bedouin teachers. Its main contribution is to reveal how conde-
scending attitudes affect Bedouin teachers’ experiences and professional 
interactions. While focused on Bedouin communities, the findings are 
relevant to Druze people, as one of  the cases studied is a teacher in a 
Druze school.

4 This article has since been issued in Higher Education Policy with the following citation:
Bar-Haim, Eyal. "Stagnation and De-segregation: The Expansion of Palestinian Arabs Education 

in Israel." Higher Education Policy 38, no. 1 (2025): 148-164. https://doi.org/10.1057/
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This article examines the family and communal factors that restrict 
Druze and Muslim women’s access to higher education and academic 
and professional advancement. The authors describe specific practices 
they have implemented to increase access and success for these women 
in college. The authors draw on personal experience as insider-outsider 
researchers in the Druze community in Israel to provide insights that aid 
social justice work.
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Nature Switzerland, 2024. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-67667-
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This chapter explores how multiculturalism emphasizes respect for di-
verse identities while also highlighting the importance of  national his-
tory, values, and the common good. The case of  the Druze education 
in Israel illustrates the need for educational approaches that integrate 
heritage and shared values to benefit students and society.

Livne, Angelica Edna Calo, Noam Malkinson, and Irit Sasson. “Harnessing the 
power of  performing arts: Fostering pedagogical change in the education 
of  special cultural groups.” International Journal of  Education through Art 20, 
no. 3 (2024): 351–366. https://doi.org/10.1386/eta_00173_1

This qualitative action research centers on a Druze village elementary 
school in northern Israel, investigating a performing arts program de-
signed to catalyze systemic pedagogical change and prepare students 
for seamless integration into Israeli society. The authors collected data 
through eleven interviews with the educational team. Findings highlight 
how the successful integration of  the performing arts program enhanced 
pedagogical efficacy.
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Livne, Angelica Edna Calo. “A Model of  Inter-Cultural Connection Through the 
Performing Arts: Enacting Alternative Communication Strategies.” In 
Breaking the Silos: Exploring the Multiple Perspectives of  Positive Psychology, 145–
156. Springer Nature Singapore, 2024. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-
981-97-5049-8_10

The research examined the validity of  a pedagogical model designed to 
bring together young people from different cultures. The author con-
ducted qualitative action research in three contexts, including an experi-
mental elementary school, Sultan El Atrash, in the Druze village of  Hur-
feish in Northern Israel. Findings show that combining dialogue skills 
with the development of  emotional and social intelligence can bridge 
cultural gaps, and acquiring new tools for personal expression can rein-
force community values.

Shams, Duaa, Yael Grinshtain, and Yuval Dror. “’You don’t have to be educated to 
help your child’: Parental involvement among first generation of  higher 
education Druze students in Israel.” Higher Education Quarterly 78, no. 3 
(2024): 1221–1240. https://doi.org/10.1111/hequ.12525

This study examines the perceptions of  Druze students from the Golan 
Heights in Israel regarding their parents’ involvement in their higher ed-
ucation studies. The authors interviewed 15 Druze for the project. Using 
thematic analysis, the authors found that parents’ support is reflected in a 
high appreciation of  education, as well as in moral and indirect academic 
support.

Sigad, Laura I. “’Everything Is Changing, We Need to Adapt’: Between Tradition 
and Modernity —Educators Coping with Child Sexual Abuse.” Journal 
of  Interpersonal Violence 40, no. 11–12 (2025): 2605–2632. https://doi.
org/10.1177/08862605241275981

The purpose of  this study is to investigate the experiences of  Druze Arab 
teachers in Israel coping with cases of  child sexual abuse (CSA) among 
their students and the meaning they attribute to CSA in the context of  
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socio-cultural change. The authors conducted semi-structured interviews 
with 12 female Druze elementary school teachers, all of  whom taught in 
Druze villages. The thematic analysis revealed that a transition between 
tradition and modernity in the Druze socio-cultural group was the central 
conceptual framework through which the teachers’ narratives regarding 
CSA were framed.

Sigad, Laura I., Noah Bar Gosen, Limor Golan, Efrat Lusky-Weisrose, Jordan 
Shaibe, Dafna Tener, Tamara E. Moshon-Cohen, and Daniel Roe. “’A 
kindergarten teacher must have 100 eyes and 100 ears! ‘: Kindergarten 
teachers’ experiences coping with child sexual abuse and problematic 
sexual behavior.” Child Abuse & Neglect 151, no. 106713 (2024): 1–14. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.106713

This study examines kindergarten teachers’ experiences in Israel with 
the child sexual abuse (CSA) and problematic sexual behavior (PSB) of  
their students. The authors conducted semi-structured interviews with 
31 teachers: 11 secular Jewish, 7 religious Jewish, 9 Druze Arab, and 4 
Muslim Arab. The subsequent qualitative analysis revealed three themes 
illustrating teachers’ professional transformations in their knowledge of  
these phenomena: initial shock, implementation of  prevention and inter-
vention strategies, and the embrace of  a social role to disseminate CSA 
and PSB knowledge.

Tal, Nimrod. “The teaching of  traumatic narratives: out-of-the-classroom engage-
ment with non-canonical ‘chosen traumas.’” History Education Research 
Journal 21, no. 1 (2024): 1–21. https://doi.org/10.14324/HERJ.21.1.11

This article examines how out-of-classroom learning experiences influ-
ence the teaching of  history during turbulent times, focusing on the Is-
raeli Druze community. It uses qualitative analysis of  reflection sheets 
and teaching materials from students in 2024 who visited sites of  his-
torical trauma in Israel, highlighting how recent personal and collective 
traumas shape historical consciousness and pedagogy.
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3. Family Dynamics

Barakat, Ebtesam. “Changing the division of  household work in conservative and 
minority context: The case of  Arab-Druze women in Israel.” International 
Journal of  Sociology 54, no. 3 (2024): 198–220. https://doi.org/10.1080/0
0207659.2024.2342645

This article explores how Druze women working in nontraditional fields 
influence gender role dynamics within their families. Based on 24 inter-
views with educated Druze women in high-profile professions, it reveals 
diverse gender patterns—ranging from egalitarian roles to traditional 
sacrifices—highlighting the impact of  women’s employment on family 
gender roles in Druze communities in Israel.

Deeb, Lara. Love Across Difference: Mixed Marriage in Lebanon. Stanford University 
Press, 2024.

The book examines how mixed-religious couples in Lebanon challenge 
social divisions like patriarchy and sectarianism, highlighting the potential 
of  love to reduce sectarian power. Drawing on two decades of  inter-
views and research, it recounts personal stories, including those involving 
Druze partners and communities. The book offers valuable insights into 
social change and interreligious relationships.

El Hakim, Ghada Osmat, and Rania Mohamad Mansour. “Managing marital dis-
putes in Lebanese religious courts from a social work perspective: A 
study on the importance of  family mediation offices in Lebanese Druze 
religious courts as a model.” Edelweiss Applied Science and Technology 8, no. 6 
(2024a): 6040–6050. https://doi.org/10.55214/25768484.v8i6.3319

This article examines how the Druze community’s religious courts in 
Lebanon handle marital conflicts, highlighting their methods of  conflict 
resolution. Using a phenomenological approach with field interviews of  
social workers, judges, and couples, the study reveals that mediation plays 
a key role in reaching settlements. However, emotional and informational 
challenges can hinder its effectiveness.
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El Hakim, Ghada Osmat, and Rania Mohamad Mansour. “The role of  social work 
in managing family disputes in Druze sectarian courts in Lebanon: Reali-
ty and challenges.” Edelweiss Applied Science and Technology 8, no. 6 (2024b): 
7813–7824. https://doi.org/10.55214/25768484.v8i6.3709

This study highlights the vital role of  the specialized “Family Office” 
within the Druze sect’s religious courts in Lebanon in resolving fami-
ly and marital disputes. Using field interviews with judges, lawyers, and 
affected individuals, it offers insights into the Office’s effectiveness and 
proposes strategies for improvement.

Eseed, Rana, Iris Zadok, and Mona Khoury. “Religion, Religiosity and Parent-
ing Practices: An Examination of  Jewish, Muslim, Christian and Druze 
Mothers in Israel.” The British Journal of  Social Work 54, no. 4 (2024): 
1477–1494. https://doi.org/10.1093/bjsw/bcad175

This study investigates how religion and religiosity in Israel influence ma-
ternal use of  psychological control and punitive discipline among Israe-
li mothers from different ethnonational groups, including Jews, Arabs, 
Christians, Muslims, and Druze. It uses a survey of  502 mothers who 
completed an online self-report questionnaire. The findings are relevant 
to Druze people as they shed light on how religious beliefs may impact 
parenting practices within their community.

Hachem, Talal, and Bechara Karam. “Personal Status in Lebanon Versus Optional 
Civil Marriage.” Arab Law Quarterly 1, no. 1 (2024): 1–37. https://doi.
org/10.1163/15730255_bja10161

This article examines the absence of  a civil marriage law in Lebanon, 
focusing on the 1998 project proposed by President Hrawi. It analyzes 
the reasons behind legislative failures and emphasizes that legal solutions 
alone are insufficient, calling for governance-level actions, with particular 
attention to the Druze community’s personal status code.
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Sabik, Asala, Shifaa Hamd, Khetam Asakli Faris, and Ayelet Gur. “The power of  
faith in Israeli Druze parents of  children with disabilities across the lifes-
pan.” Journal of  Religion & Spirituality in Social Work: Social Thought 43, no. 3 
(2024): 330–347. https://doi.org/10.1080/15426432.2024.2350373

This article explores the experiences of  Druze parents in Israel raising 
children with disabilities, highlighting cultural and faith-based influences. 
Using in-depth interviews with 21 parents and thematic analysis, it identi-
fies key challenges, faith narratives, and the empowering role of  religion.

4. History

Abadi, Jacob. “Minorities, Bedouin tribes, and the challenge of  integration.” In Be-
tween Arabia and the Holy Land: Jordan Throughout the Ages, 170–203. Taylor 
& Francis, 2024.

This chapter investigates Jordan’s relationship with minority communities, 
especially Bedouins, from the latter half  of  the 19th century through the 
20th century. The author employs both primary and secondary accounts 
of  these dealings to show how the Jordanian government ultimately, at 
least partially, integrated its minority and peripheral communities into 
Jordanian society. The chapter is relevant to the Druze by touching on 
occasional interactions between the Bedouin and Druze communities in 
Hawran, along the border between modern-day Syria and Jordan.

Abou Jaoude, Tarek. “The Desires of  the People: Post-war nationalism in 1919 
Lebanon.” The Journal of  the Middle East and Africa 15, no. 4 (2024): 397–
426. https://doi.org/10.1080/21520844.2024.2408819

The article aims to reexamine the situation in the former Ottoman 
territories that became modern Lebanon and to assess the nationalist 
aspirations expressed by its people. The author, therefore, investigates 
the “1919 Inter-Allied Commission on Mandates in Turkey” (the King-
Crane Commission) and the complementary writings of  its members to 
shed further light on the Lebanese popular will after World War I. In its 
discussion and conclusions, the article covers Druze interaction with and 
views on the Commission.
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Abu-Husayn, Abdul-Rahim. “The Lebanese Junblats and the Canbolads: A Case 
of  Mistaken Identity.” In Syrian-Kurdish Intersections in the Ottoman Period, 
128–136. University of  Toronto Press, 2024.

This chapter scrutinizes the Junblat (Jumblatt) family’s origin and rise to 
leadership paramountcy among the Druze in Lebanon. The author uses 
historical literature, along with more contemporary evidence, to examine 
the circumstances that gave rise to the Junblat family’s stature and to 
challenge the commonly accepted account of  those origins.

Bahnasy, Alaa. “The Consequences of  Civil-Military Relations on Civil Wars in the 
Middle East.” Master’s thesis, The American University in Cairo (Egypt), 
2024. https://fount.aucegypt.edu/etds/2195

This thesis examines the factors contributing to the occurrence of  civil 
wars in some Arab countries following uprisings, but not in others. It 
investigates their causes and components by reviewing prior literature on 
the subject. The thesis includes a discussion of  Druze integration into 
the Syrian army.

Beinin, Joel. “Egyptian Popular Culture in Late Ottoman and Mandate Palestine.” 
Palestine/Israel Review 1, no. 1 (2024): 113–140. https://doi.org/10.5325/
pir.1.1.0005

This historical study investigates the “colloquial mass culture” that 
emerged in Cairo in the late Ottoman and British Mandate periods, with 
particular focus on Palestine. Using primary and secondary historical 
sources, the article concludes that shared attendance of  the “colloquial 
mass culture” by both Arabs and Jews was not an indicator of  Arab–
Jewish coexistence but rather a phenomenon in which spectators read 
themselves into the meanings of  the work of  artists. The article discusses 
members of  the Syrian Druze al-Atrash family, several of  whom played a 
role in the emergence of  “colloquial mass culture” in the region.
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Bou Nassif, Hicham. “The Lubrani Connection: Revisiting Israeli-Druze Relations 
in Lebanon’s 1983 War of  the Mountain.” The Journal of  the Middle East 
and Africa 15, no. 2 (2024): 119–149. https://doi.org/10.1080/2152084
4.2024.2340379

This article ponders Israeli-Druze relations during Lebanon’s 1983 War 
of  the Mountain in light of  declassified sources about the Robert C. 
McFarlane mission in Lebanon. Using primary diplomatic sources, the 
article examines the relationship between Walid Jumblatt, the leader of  
the Lebanese Druze community, and Israel, as well as the ties developed 
between the Menachem Begin administration and Israel. The author 
therefore fleshes out the dynamics of  Israel’s discrete relations with Leb-
anon’s Druze community and their implications on the trajectory of  the 
Lebanese conflict.

Buzpınar, Ş. Tufan. “Ottoman Policy Toward the Druzes of  Syria (Hawran) 
During the Early Years of  Abdulhamid II 1878-1881.” In In the Steps of
the Sultan, 131–160. American University of  Beirut Press, 2024.

This chapter scrutinizes the Ottoman policy toward the Druzes of  Haw-
ran in the early years of  Abdulhamid II (1876–1909) by using Ottoman 
and British archival sources. The study examines in detail three incidents 
involving the Druzes that the Ottoman authorities dealt with during the 
periods of  three distinguished governors-general of  Syria after the Rus-
so-Ottoman War of  1877–1878, namely Cevdet Pasha, Midhat Pasha, 
and Ahmed Hamdi Pasha. The article argues that Ottoman policy during 
the period under study was reconciliation and negotiation rather than 
coercion.

Chamseddine, Abdul Rahman M., Yusri Hazran, Akram Khater, Tuba Yildiz, and 
Said Abou Zaki. “The Office of  Shaykh al-‘Aql of  the Druze in Leba-
non: Book Forum.” Druze Studies Journal 1, no. 1 (2024): 1–20. https://
journals.ku.edu/druze/article/view/22847

This book forum centers on Said Abou Zaki’s Arabic book, The Office 
of  Shaykh al-‘Aql of  the Druze in Lebanon. It includes contributions from 
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scholars Tuba Yildiz, Yusri Hazran, Akram Khater, and Abdul Rahman 
M. Chamseddine, each offering a unique perspective on the historical and
institutional analysis of  Druze religious leadership in Lebanon. The re-
viewers concluded that the book constitutes a significant contribution to
Druze Studies, especially in its historiographical approach to improving
understanding of  Shaykh al-‘Aql’s position amid political crises.

de Clerck, Dima. “The Lebanon War (1975–1990) between the Local and the 
Global. Civil War or ‘Glocal’ War?” In The Cultural Memory of  the Lebanese 
Civil War-Revisited, 17–36. Brill, 2024.

The chapter discusses the various designations of  the Lebanese War 
(1975-1990), arguing that it was not only a civil war but also a regional 
and global war, which is why de Clerck advocates the term “glocal war.” 
The author also demonstrates that it was a hybrid war, between an “old” 
and “new” war, that continues to this day in the form of  a tacit war 
between political-religious parties and a war of  memories. The chapter 
focuses on relations between Druze and Christian populations in the 
context of  war, reconciliation, and memory.

Eilat, Omri. “Power and light, profit and loss: The establishment and operation 
of  the Damascus Electricity and Tramway Company, 1903-1914.” Middle 
Eastern Studies 60, no. 3 (2024): 428–443. https://doi.org/10.1080/0026
3206.2023.2211942

This article addresses the shift of  power that occurred in Ottoman Da-
mascus as a result of  the establishment of  its electricity and tramway 
network, which started operating in 1907. Relying on bureaucratic prima-
ry-source documentation from the period, the article’s central argument 
is that the Damascene elite families rationally refrained from taking on 
the risk of  establishing the Electricity Company, thereby paying the price 
of  losing control over power and light in the city. Much of  the history re-
counted in this article concerns Muhammad al-Arslan, whom the author 
suggests was possibly a Syrian Druze, though likely an eventual convert 
to Islam.
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Gündoğdu, Birol. “Ottoman Approach to Shia and Sunni State Officers of  Syria 
in the Examples of  Fakhreddin Maanoğlu and Ali Canpolad between 
1570s and 1630s.” Cumhuriyet İlahiyat Dergisi 28, no. 3 (2024): 1124–1148. 
https://doi.org/10.18505/cuid.1523072

This paper examines how sectarian polarization influenced Ottoman 
governance in Syria between the 1570s and 1630s, focusing on two pro-
vincial governors of  different sects: a Shi’i and a Sunni. Using a compar-
ative analysis of  historical figures, it highlights the impact of  sectarian dy-
namics, particularly through the case of  Fakhreddin Maanoğlu, a Druze 
leader, and explores the Ottoman-Druze relations. This study deepens 
the understanding of  the Druze historical political relationships within 
the Ottoman Empire.

Hill, Peter. Prophet of  Reason: Science, Religion and the Origins of  the Modern Middle East. 
Simon and Schuster, 2024.

In this book, Hill explores the landscape of  religious and secular be-
lief  in the 19th-century Levant through the lens of  Mikha’il Mishaqa, a 
prominent historian and survivor of  an 1860 massacre of  Christians in 
Damascus. Relying largely on primary source materials from the period, 
the author explores the contours of  budding secularism and religious 
sectarianism during Mishaqa’s life. Throughout the book, the author dis-
cusses instances in which Mishaqa’s path intersected with Druze elites, 
particularly amid political tensions and skirmishes between Druze and 
Maronite communities.

Kamalı, Hatice. “Ottoman Frontier Expansion in Hawran.” Diyâr 5, no. 1 (2024): 
5–25. https://doi.org/10.5771/2625-9842-2024-1-5

This article examines the transformation of  Hawran after its incorpo-
ration into Damascus province in 1864, focusing on Ottoman frontier 
expansion and local trade patterns. Using historical archive sources and 
analysis of  trade alliances, it emphasizes how Hawran’s integration af-
fected regional social and economic relations, particularly among Druze 
merchants.
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Provence, Michael. “Revisiting Hawran.” In In the Steps of  the Sultan, 115–130. 
American University of  Beirut Press, 2024.

Provence uses this chapter to examine the historical and personal sig-
nificance of  the Hawrān region, underscoring its pivotal role in Druze 
identity and resistance. Drawing from his research and travels, Provence 
explains how this borderland served as a refuge and stronghold for the 
Druze, particularly during the 1925 Great Syrian Revolt. He combines 
historical analysis with personal experiences to illustrate how the Hawrān 
landscape represents a legacy of  autonomy, defiance, and cultural mem-
ory for the Druze people of  southern Syria.

Radwan, Chad. “The role of  historical knowledge among contemporary Druze 
in Lebanon: Applying anthropology to preserve intangible cultural heri-
tage.” Middle Eastern Studies 61, no. 2 (2025): 303–318. https://doi.org/1
0.1080/00263206.2024.2406464

This work seeks to identify the connections among the Lebanese Druze 
community’s social problems, including exogamy, apathy, poor relations 
with other religious groups, and a self-described knowledge gap. The 
article relies on interviews and an applied anthropological and political 
economy approach to shed light on the role that knowledge of  history 
and dogma plays in shaping the Druze community’s identity politics. By 
exploring the role of  formal and informal cultural resources among the 
Druze, this study offers new insights into how history shapes attachment 
to ethnoreligious community identity.

Rodriguez Suarez, Alex. “The religious soundscape of  Mount Lebanon in the 18th 
and the first half  of  the 19th century.” British Journal of  Middle Eastern 
Studies 51, no. 5 (2024): 1129–1145. https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194
.2023.2209026

This article examines the use of  church bells by the Christian communi-
ties of  Mount Lebanon in the 18th and the first half  of  the 19th century, 
particularly in the context of  relations with the local Druze community. 
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By analyzing accounts of  the expansion of  church bells during this pe-
riod, the author traces the process of  that expansion and explores the 
factors that enabled it. The results show that the religious soundscape of  
Mount Lebanon was unique, differentiating the region from the rest of  
the Ottoman Levant.

Rogan, Eugene. The Damascus Events: The 1860 Massacre and the Making of  the Modern 
Middle East. Basic Books, 2024.

Drawn from eyewitness accounts of  the Damascus Events, Rogan tells 
the story of  how a peaceful multicultural city came to experience such 
great sectarian violence. He also argues that the subsequent efforts to 
rebuild Damascus proved successful, preserving peace for the next 150 
years until 2011. While the book contains references to the Druze com-
munity throughout its pages, the fourth chapter contains the most exten-
sive discussion of  the Druze when outlining an interaction between the 
Druze and Amir ‘Abd al-Qadir while providing a detailed description of  
the Druze political system of  the 19th century.

Thompson, Elizabeth F. “An Imam, a Poet, and a Reporter Walked into a Music 
Hall.” In In the Steps of  the Sultan, 275–292. American University of  Beirut 
Press, 2024.

This chapter discusses a meeting between Shakib Arslan, who was born 
to a prominent Druze family in Mount Lebanon; Ahmad Shawqi, the 
Egyptian “Prince of  Poets”; Ahmad Zaki Pasha, an Egyptian scholar 
known as the “Shaykh of  Arabism”; Mohamed Ali Eltaher, a newspaper 
publisher and activist from Nablus, Palestine; and Sayyid Rashid Rida, 
publisher of  the well-known Islamic magazine al-Manār. The author 
draws on primary and secondary accounts of  the meeting to demon-
strate how that day dramatized the fractures of  the Arab world since the 
fall of  the Ottoman Empire a decade earlier.

Yildiz, Tuba. “The Druze District Governor Nasib Beik Jumblatt and the Ot-
toman Policy in Mount Lebanon.” Druze Studies Journal 1, no. 1 (2024): 
1–23. https://doi.org/10.17161/druze.2024.21816
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This study examines the Ottoman Empire’s policies in the Shouf  region 
during the 19th century, with a focus on prominent local figures. As the 
Ottoman central government’s authority weakened in the 19th century, 
the rivalry between the Jumblatts and Arslans, two long-standing families 
in the region, intensified, and they sought to acquire the district gover-
norship of  Shouf, where the Druze were densely populated, a crucial 
step in perpetuating the influence of  both families. For this reason, this 
study examines the political maneuvers of  the Arslan and Jumblatt fam-
ilies in order to control the district of  Shouf, as well as the activities of  
Nasib Jumblatt as district governor.

5. Language & Media

Abu Amrieh, Yousef. “When the past repeats itself: Narrating refugee children’s 
stories in Rabih Alameddine’s The Wrong End of  the Telescope.” Con-
temporary Levant 9, no. 1 (2024): 1–15. https://doi.org/10.1080/2058183
1.2024.2310439

This paper examines Rabih Alameddine—a Lebanese-American novelist 
born in Amman, Jordan, to Lebanese Druze parents—and the author’s 
representations of  the hardships refugee children face as they flee their 
homelands. Specifically, the article employs a postcolonial perspective to 
examine Alameddine’s The Wrong End of  the Telescope (2021) and how 
the novel links the contemporary refugee crisis to Europe’s colonial past.

Adinolfi, Simona. “Reconsidering Identity Formation Processes in Fictions of  Mi-
gration: Narrative Subjectivity in Rabih Alameddine’s I, the Divine.” In 
Mobility, Agency, Kinship: Representations of  Migration Beyond Victimhood, 33–
55. Springer Nature Switzerland, 2024. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-
031-60754-7_2

This chapter examines how narrative plays a crucial role in shaping the 
identity of  migrants, particularly through the concept of  “narrative sub-
jectivity” in contemporary migration novels like Rabih Alameddine’s I, 
the Divine. By analyzing Alameddine’s character Sarah, a Lebanese Druze 
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migrant, the chapter highlights the importance of  storytelling in under-
standing diaspora experiences.

Hazran, Yusri, Marianne A. Reed, Birgit Schäbler, Hussam S. Timani, and Rami 
Zeedan. “The Status of  Druze Studies and Launching the Druze Studies 
Journal (DSJ).” Druze Studies Journal 1, no. 1(2024): 1–28. https://doi.
org/10.17161/druze.2024.22602

This essay discusses the evolution of  Druze studies and the inaugura-
tion of  the Druze Studies Journal (DSJ), as well as encapsulating dis-
cussions from the “2023 Bilingual Interdisciplinary Virtual Symposium: 
Druze Studies: Past, Present, and Future.” Contributions range from 
digital publishing innovations to critical reevaluations of  Druze Studies’ 
scope and methodologies. This collective effort intends to emphasize 
the importance of  DSJ as a medium for fostering academic dialogue, 
broadening Druze Studies’ reach, and promoting a deeper, more inclu-
sive understanding of  the Druze community’s historical and contempo-
rary contexts.

Johnson, Charles, and Rami Zeedan. “Bibliography of  Periodical Literature on the 
Druze in 2023.” Druze Studies Journal 1, no. 1 (2024): 1–29. https://doi.
org/10.17161/druze.2024.22381

This article reviews peer-reviewed publications from 2023 on Druze 
Studies, highlighting emerging trends, gaps, and regional focuses. It un-
derscores the prominence of  scholarship on Israeli Druze across various 
fields, despite their small share of  the population. The review identifies 
gaps such as in education and religious studies, which are less explored.

Kheir, Eve Afifa. “Religious Unification, Regional Divergence: Exploring Multi-
faceted Linguistic Practices and Identities among the Israeli Druze and 
the Druze Community in the Golan Heights.” Druze Studies Journal 1, no. 
1 (2024): 1–39. https://doi.org/10.17161/druze.2024.21445

This article examines how political debates influence the collective 
identities and linguistic variations of  Druze communities in the Golan 
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Heights and Israel, highlighting their “sandwiched” positions between 
conflicting nationalisms. Using interviews and field research, it explores 
debates on the Israeli Nation State law and secret negotiations involving 
the Golan Heights.

Miles, William F.S. “’Almost a mother tongue’: National identity and Hebrew lan-
guage acquisition among Druze schoolchildren.” Journal of  Language and 
Politics (2024): 1–22. https://doi.org/10.1075/jlp.22200.mil5

This article explores how Israeli Druze learn Hebrew and how this af-
fects their identity within Israeli society. Based on research involving a 
full semester of  daily Hebrew classes and multiple visits to a Druze vil-
lage, the study highlights the roles of  the IDF, formal education, and the 
media in shaping bilingualism. The findings show how language acquisi-
tion influences the Druze cultural integration and identity.

Paci, Giacomo. “Inas Halabi’s We No Longer Prefer Mountains (2022). Creating 
an Artistic Counternarrative within the Druze Community in Israel/Pal-
estine through Oral History and Fukeiron Methodologies.” Cinéma & 
Cie. Film and Media Studies Journal 24, no. 42 (2024): 53–66. https://doi.
org/10.54103/2036-461X/21895

This article examines the research methods behind Inas Halabi’s film We 
No Longer Prefer Mountains (2022), which offers a counter-narrative on 
Druze identity and political issues in Israel. It highlights the use of  oral 
history and landscape filming (fukeiron) to explore Druze resistance and 
colonial symbols, emphasizing the artist’s role in contributing to decolo-
nial and militant research relevant to the Druze community.

Shomron, Baruch. “Media representations and capabilities: An intergroup analysis 
of  Muslim Arabs, Bedouin, Druze, and Christian Arabs.” Mass Communi-
cation and Society 27, no. 1 (2024): 75–100. https://doi.org/10.1080/1520
5436.2023.2243253

5 This article has since been issued in Journal of Language and Politics with the following citation:
Miles, William F.S. "'Almost a mother tongue' National identity and Hebrew language acquisition 

among Druze schoolchildren in Israel, Journal of Language and Politics." Journal of 
Language and Politics 24, no. 4 (2025): 570-592. https://doi.org/10.1075/jlp.22200.mil
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This article analyzes how Israeli media represent the four Palestinian-Is-
raeli subgroups, including the Druze, using a quantitative content analysis 
of  1,722 interviews. It highlights that each group’s portrayal reflects their 
unique circumstances and relationship with the Jewish-majority society, 
emphasizing the importance of  fair media representation. This research 
sheds light on their media portrayal and can inform efforts to improve 
their visibility and understanding in society.

6. Politics

Aboultaif, Eduardo Wassim. “Resistance Among the Druze: The Golan Heights 
and Civil Resistance to Israel.” Contemporary Arab Affairs 17, no. 1 (2024): 
73–93. https://doi.org/10.1163/17550920-bja00030

This article aims to study the types and methods of  resistance that the 
Syrian Druze community in the Golan Heights has utilized in rejecting 
Israeli occupation. This paper analyzes three forms of  civil resistance 
in the Golan Heights: political and identity-based, socio-economic, and 
environmental. The paper links these types of  civil resistance to Gene 
Sharp’s pragmatic approach to civil resistance and disobedience.

Akirav, Osnat. Parliamentary Representation of  Political Minorities. Palgrave Macmillan, 
2024. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-53250-4

This book analyzes parliamentary speeches by Arab representatives in 
the Israeli Knesset over the past 70 years to explore the political repre-
sentation of  minorities, focusing on intersectional identities such as gen-
der, religion, and nationality. It introduces a new theoretical framework 
to understand intersectional representation in multinational contexts bet-
ter. Specifically, it examines the Druze community in Israel, their political 
participation, and their representation in the Knesset, highlighting the 
community’s unique identity and level of  political engagement.

Amara, Muhammad. “Identity Labels of  Palestinians in Israel: Navigating the 
Complexities of  Israelization.” Al-Qasemi Journal of  Islamic Studies 8, no. 
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2 (2024): 29–58. https://ojs.qsm.ac.il/index.php/ISJournal/article/
view/934

This article examines the identities of  Palestinian Arabs in Israel and 
their relationship to socio-political factors such as ethnicity, religion, 
and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It explores how Israeli and Palestin-
ian designations serve as symbols of  identity, with a brief  discussion on 
the Druze community’s self-identification and related data. The analysis 
highlights the significance of  these identity labels for Druze individuals 
navigating complex socio-political landscapes.

Braverman, Irus. “Frontier ecologies: Israel’s settler colonialism in the Jaw-
lan-Golan.” Political Geography 111, no. 103073 (2024): 1–13. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2024.103073

Drawing on in-depth interviews and field observations, this article traces 
Israel’s ecological frontier. Specifically, the article chronicles five strat-
egies for nature-related frontier-making deployed by Israel in the Go-
lan Heights over the last six decades. The article discusses the Druze 
community’s relationship with the Golan Heights’ environment and with 
Israel.

El Baba, Judy. “Roots of  Lebanon’s Sectarian Politics: Colonial Legacies of  the 
French Mandate.” Politikon: The IAPSS Journal of  Political Science 58, no. 1 
(2024): 26–49. https://doi.org/10.22151/politikon.58.2

Building on existing research on the Mandate’s legacies and the devel-
opment of  sectarianism in Lebanon, the paper explores the roots of  
Lebanon’s sectarian politics. This paper contends that the French Man-
date significantly contributed to the institutionalization of  sectarianism 
in post-colonial Lebanese politics and investigates its enduring impacts 
on confessional governance. The article discusses Druze participation in 
Lebanese sectarian politics.
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Eldar, Doron, and Gay Young. “The ‘nation‐state law’ and non‐Jews belonging in 
Israel: Druze loyalty, citizenship and positionality in the Jewish state.” Na-
tions and Nationalism 30, no. 4 (2024): 666–682. https://doi.org/10.1111/
nana.13006

This paper explores how the Druze community in Israel perceives and 
constructs its sense of  belonging within the context of  the Nation-State 
Law. Using 18 semi-structured interviews, it reveals their efforts to shape 
their place within the Jewish nationalist project and suggests that Druze 
might pursue a unique intersectional political identity. This research is 
relevant to the Druze people, as it highlights their strategies for securing 
a sense of  belonging and navigating national identity.

Halabi, Rabah. “The Druze in the army: A (very) limited entrance ticket to Israeli 
(Jewish) society.” Kulturní studia 23, no. 2 (2024): 66-89. https://dx.doi.
org/10.7160/KS.2024.230204

This article examines how military service influences the identity and 
societal integration of  the Druze community in Israel, highlighting the 
contradictions between their national obligations and ongoing discrim-
ination. Using semi-structured interviews, it reveals that while service 
fosters a sense of  Israeli identity among Druze youth, it does not trans-
late into equal rights or full citizenship, leaving their marginalized status 
unresolved.

Halabi, Slieman, Yechiel Klar, Katja Hanke and Thomas Kessler. “In-between 
group membership within intergroup conflicts: The case of  Druze in Is-
rael.” British Journal of  Social Psychology 63, no. 4 2024: 1899–1921. https://
doi.org/10.1111/bjso.12760

This paper explores how members of  in-between groups, such as the 
Druze in Israel, navigate their complex social identities, especially during 
intergroup conflicts. Through three survey studies involving Druze in-
dividuals, the research examines their identification patterns, attitudes 
toward conflict narratives, and solidarity actions.
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Hale, David. 2024. American Diplomacy Toward Lebanon: Lessons in Foreign Policy and 
the Middle East. I.B. Tauris, 2024.

This book analyzes American diplomacy toward Lebanon from 1943 to 
the present, focusing on key events such as the Lebanese Civil War and 
the spillover from the Syrian Civil War, and evaluates the effectiveness of  
US foreign policy strategies. It employs historical analysis of  diplomatic 
episodes to examine the impact of  US decisions on Lebanon’s diverse 
communities, including the Druze. This work is particularly relevant to 
the Druze people, as it highlights their involvement in Middle Eastern 
diplomacy and the broader implications for their community.

Jadaoun, Hicham. “Social Accountability in Lebanon: Collaboration Rath-
er Than Confrontation in Times of  Crisis.” In Social Accountability Ini-
tiatives in Morocco, Tunisia, and Lebanon: Civic Innovation in the Arab World 
After (2011), 139–168. Springer Nature Switzerland, 2024. https://doi.
org/10.1007/978-3-031-51322-0_5

This chapter brings a case study of  a social accountability (SA) initia-
tive in Lebanon, focusing on the relationship between community-based 
committees and municipalities. The piece finds that during the multifac-
eted crisis in Lebanon, citizens’ expectations of  municipalities and their 
roles are shifting towards responding to basic needs, based on an analysis 
of  several Lebanese towns in its investigation of  social accountability 
and the relationship between community-based committees and munici-
palities, including the Druze towns of  Baaqline and Baysour.

Khneisser, Mona. “The Political Economy of  ‘Failure’ in The World Bank‐fund-
ed Bisri Dam in Lebanon.” Development and Change 55, no. 3 (2024): 
351–374. https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12838

Examining the popular contestation surrounding the Bisri Dam in Leb-
anon, this article offers a socio-ecological material lens on post-colonial 
state building and the political economy of  infrastructural failure. Rather 
than perceiving failures as aberrations, the author argues that they are 
constitutive of  high-modernist infrastructural development, its liberal 
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prescriptive techno-political models, and the speculative logics of  endless 
ruination. The article also pays special attention to competing modalities 
of  power, discussing the political influence of  Walid Jumblatt, the Druze 
leader of  the Progressive Socialist Party (PSP).

Lee, Sean. “How Bashar al-Asad Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the ‘War 
on Terror.’” International Studies Quarterly 68, no. sqae066 (2024): 1–13. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/isq/sqae066

This article explores how Syrian government rhetoric on “terrorism” has 
shifted from portraying it as a Western or Israeli tactic used to delegiti-
mize Palestinian and Lebanese resistance to adopting a “war on terror” 
discourse to justify counterinsurgency during the ongoing Syrian con-
flict. It analyzes regime-controlled newspaper archives, speeches, and 
interviews with President Bashar al-Assad over two decades to examine 
the influence of  ethno-sectarian identities on this rhetorical shift, with 
particular reference to the 2000 Druze uprising.

Mahajne, Ibrahim. “Minority group local government mayors and their relations 
with welfare bureau social workers.” International Social Work 67, no. 2 
(2024): 530-543. https://doi.org/10.1177/00208728221150899

This article examines critiques of  mayors from various Arab localities in 
Israel regarding welfare bureaus, highlighting concerns about the neglect 
of  cultural and demographic needs. It uses in-depth semi-structured in-
terviews with 19 mayors to explore these issues. The findings are relevant 
to Druze communities, as they shed light on potential challenges in wel-
fare services and policy sensitivities that affect their societal needs.

Miaari, Sami H., Amit Loewenthal, and Wifag Adnan. “Socioeconomic margin-
alization and political preferences: Evidence from Palestinian Arabs in 
Israel.” Acta Politica (2024): 1–22. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41269-024-
00341-x6

6 This article has since been issued in Acta Politica with the following citation:
Miaari, Sami H., Amit Loewenthal, and Wifag Adnan. "Socioeconomic marginalization and political 

preferences: Evidence from Palestinian Arabs in Israel." Acta Politica 60, no. 1 (2025): 572-
593. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41269-024-00341-x
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This article analyzes the voting patterns of  Arabs in Israel, focusing on 
how socioeconomic factors and political events influence turnout and 
party preference. Using panel data from 63 localities over seven election 
years (1996–2015), it explores theories such as substantive representa-
tion, political exclusion, and instrumental voting. The findings, including 
insights into Druze-majority localities, are relevant for understanding mi-
nority political behavior and informing policy decisions affecting Druze 
communities.

Qaddour, Jomana. “Governing Diverse Societies and the Limits of  Constitu-
tionalism in Syria.” Boston University International Law Journal 42, no. 2 
(2024): 297–372. https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/buil-
j42&i=311

This article analyzes how episodes of  constitutional bargaining in Syria 
have reinforced ethnic and sectarian divisions, impacting citizenship and 
contributing to the 2011 uprising. It examines historical and recent con-
stitutional processes, including the author’s involvement in the UN-fa-
cilitated drafting, to highlight ongoing conflicts rooted in Syria’s diverse 
communities, especially the Druze. The study underscores that liber-
al constitutionalism may not be suitable for achieving social harmony 
among Syria’s diverse groups.

Saadi, Fatimah. “Navigating Gender and Sectarian Affiliation: An Analysis of  Young 
Voters’ Bias Against Female Politicians in Lebanon.” Political Studies Review 
23, no. 1 (2025): 333–351. https://doi.org/10.1177/14789299241261500

This article examines the impact of  sectarianism on women’s elector-
al success in Lebanon, specifically analyzing how sectarian and gender 
identities influence vote intention, with a focus on the Druze community. 
Using a countrywide pre-electoral survey, it explores the intersection of  
gender norms and sectarian structures in post-conflict political systems. 
The findings are relevant to Druze people by highlighting the dynam-
ics of  intra-community support for female candidates, especially among 
Druze women and men.
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Stuster-Kim, John Dana. “Great Powers, Regional Powers, and the Balance of  
Power in Conflict.” PhD diss., Yale University, 2024. https://elischolar.
library.yale.edu/gsas_dissertations/1460/

This dissertation develops a theory on when great powers cooperate with 
or oppose regional powers, focusing on the influence of  power distribu-
tion at systemic and regional levels. It uses a mixed-methods approach, 
including quantitative analysis of  conflicts in the Middle East and case 
studies such as the North Yemen Civil War and the Second Intifada. The 
work is relevant to the Druze community, as it examines power relations 
in Syria and provides a framework for understanding their position with-
in regional and global politics.

Türkmen, Gülay. “Categorical astigmatism: On ethnicity, religion, nationality, and 
class in the study of  migrants in Europe.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 47, no. 
9 (2024): 1834-1857. https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2024.2328326

This article addresses issues in the study of  migrant minorities in Eu-
rope, focusing on how identity politics often conflate religion, ethnicity, 
and nationality, which can misrepresent migrants’ self-identifications, and 
overlooks intra-migrant class differences. Using interviews with Turkish 
and Syrian migrants in Germany, it employs Bourdieu’s theory of  classifi-
cation struggles and intersectionality to analyze these challenges, empha-
sizing the importance of  a nuanced understanding of  identity and class. 
Relevance to Druze people is highlighted through a brief  discussion of  a 
Druze interviewee’s perspective on identity in the diaspora.

Zeedan, Rami. “Social Identity and Voting Behavior in a Deeply Divided Soci-
ety: The Case of  Israel.” Societies 14, no. 177 (2024a): 1–23. https://doi.
org/10.3390/soc14090177

This paper investigates what best explains voting behavior in Israel’s 
divided society, highlighting the prominent role of  social affiliations like 
race, ethnicity, and religion over socioeconomic factors. The 2020 election 
data demonstrates that tribalism and social identity significantly influence 
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voting patterns. As in other communities in Israel, the article shows how 
kinship ties to specific candidates explain the Druze community’s voting 
for parties such as Labor-Gesher-Meretz, Yisrael Beiteinu, and Blue and 
White.

Zeedan, Rami. “The Druze Vote in Israel: Between Ideology, Socioeconomic 
Status, Kinship, and the Nation-State.” Democratization (2024b): 1–21. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2024.24142147

This article explores the factors influencing Druze voting behavior in Israel, high-
lighting the dominant role of  kinship ties and community representation, based on 
a comprehensive analysis of  electoral data from 2003 to 2022. Its main contribu-
tion is identifying how community ties significantly shape political choices beyond 
ideological and socioeconomic factors.

7. Religion & Faith

Al-Majali, Mohammad, and Bushra Musa al-Aqtash. “The Quranic Inferences 
of  Druze.” Jurnal Usuluddin 52, no. 2 (2024): 159–182. https://doi.
org/10.22452/usuluddin.vol52no2.7

This paper discusses the Druze approach to the Qur’an, their esoteric 
interpretations and inferences, and the effects of  these interpretations on 
their thoughts and beliefs. The authors followed descriptive, analytical, 
and critical approaches. The paper concludes that the Druze have certain 
distinguishing interpretations of  the Qur’an, sometimes in direct conflict 
with other mainstream interpretations.

El-Eid, Natalie. “Transnational Druze and Reincarnation: Remembering, Record-
ing, and Reconnecting.” PhD diss., Syracuse University, 2024. https://
surface.syr.edu/etd/2008/

This doctoral dissertation examines transnational Druze communities in 

7 This article has since been issued in Democratization with the following citation:
Zeedan, Rami. "The Druze Vote in Israel: Between Ideology, Socioeconomic Status, Kinship, and the 

Nation-State." Democratization 32, no. 3 (2025): 738-758. https://doi.org/10.1080/1351
0347.2024.2414214
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the U.S. and Lebanon, focusing on their belief  in reincarnation, and en-
gages with transnational, Arab American, memory, trauma, and gender 
studies of  the U.S. and the Global South. Analyzing textualizations of  
Arab identities, cultures, and experiences across racial and ethnic frame-
works, El-Eid introduces “Druze afterlives” to explore how empire, war, 
trauma, memory, and gender intersect within and across Arab borders, 
bodies, and stories. The aim is to expand understanding of  Arab and 
transnational identities and to emphasize the significance of  Druze and 
reincarnation across multiple fields.

Ibraheem, Aamer. “Reincarnated: Common Sense and the Poetics of  Elsewhere.” 
In Producing Palestine: The Creative Production of  Palestine Through Contempo-
rary Media, 95–106. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2024.

This chapter explores the fluidity of  national identities and the con-
cept of  homeland through the lens of  a Syrian martyr from the Golan 
Heights, challenging traditional boundaries of  Palestine and Syria. It em-
ploys scene analysis and reflections on life and martyrdom in the Golan, 
focusing on the Druze community and its religious beliefs. The insights 
are particularly relevant to Druze people, highlighting their unique cul-
tural and religious identity amid regional conflicts.

Kheir, Sawsan, and Marcus Moberg. “Internet and social media use and religion 
among minority groups in Israel: A case study of  Muslim and Druze 
young adults.” In Digital Media, Young Adults and Religion, 84–101. Rout-
ledge, 2020.

This chapter examines the role of  the Internet and social media among 
Muslim and Druze young adults in Israel, emphasizing how these digital 
spaces impact their religious identities and sense of  connection. Using 
survey data and in-depth interviews, it offers insights into the intersec-
tion of  technology and religion within these communities. This research 
is important to Druze people because it highlights the digital factors that 
shape their communal and religious experiences.
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Montenegro, Silvia. “Mixing Ethnicity, Pan-Islamism, Sectarian Dimensions, and 
Transnational Networks: One Century of  Muslim Presence in Argenti-
na.” International Journal of  Latin American Religions 8, no. 1 (2024): 123–
144. https://doi.org/10.1007/s41603-023-00208-7

This article examines the diversity of  Islam in Argentina over the last 
century, focusing on the differentiation between various Muslim com-
munity projects and their connections to ethnicity, sectarianism, and 
transnationalism. Using fieldwork, interviews, and analysis of  documen-
tary sources, it explores how identities among Muslim groups, including 
Druze and ‘Alawi communities, have evolved.

Natoor, Maha, Sevruk, Dmitry, Kreinath, Jens, and Gebhard Fartacek. “Reincar-
nation and Identity: A Multidisciplinary Exploration of  Druze Narra-
tives: Book Forum.” Druze Studies Journal 1, no. 1 (2024): 1–16. https://
doi.org/10.17161/druze.2024.22406

This book forum centers on Gebhard Fartacek’s edited book, Druze Re-
incarnation Narratives: Previous Life Memories, Discourses, and the Construction 
of  Identities. It includes contributions from scholars Maha Natoor, Dmitry 
Sevruk, and Jens Kreinath. The forum offers an interdisciplinary exam-
ination of  Druze beliefs in reincarnation and the phenomenon of  Nutq, 
highlighting how these shape Druze social identities and community co-
hesion. The forum highlights the book’s strengths in its ethnographic 
insights, analysis of  religious narratives, and exploration of  the resilience 
of  Druze religious identity. The forum also points to the book’s focus on 
broader social, cultural, and political contexts.

Pinto, Paulo G. “Migrant Souls: Reincarnation, Religious Authority and the Trans-
formations of  Druze Identity in Minas Gerais, Brazil.” Anthropology of  
the Middle East 19, no. 1 (2024): 125–140. https://doi.org/10.3167/
ame.2024.190108

This article explores the transformation of  religious identity among the 
Druze community in Minas Gerais, Brazil, highlighting how religious 
authorities and beliefs in reincarnation facilitated continuity amidst the 
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decline of  Islamic ties. A qualitative analysis of  community practices and 
beliefs reveals how Druze identity has been maintained or reconstructed 
within a predominantly Catholic and Spiritist context.

Walker, Paul E. “The Birth of  New Messianic and Prophetic Movements under 
the Fatimids.” In Religious and Intellectual Diversity in the Islamicate World and 
Beyond Volume I: Essays in Honor of  Sarah Stroumsa, 38–49. Brill, 2024.

This article provides a catalog and analysis of  various movements within 
the Fatimid realm, focusing on their origins, circumstances, and author-
ities’ reactions, with the Druze serving as a key example of  a messian-
ic-prophetic movement that emerged under the Fatimids. It primarily 
relies on historical sources, despite the limited data available, to present a 
comprehensive overview.

8. Socioeconomics

Dybwad, Åshild Ingela. “Syrian Venezuelan Onward Migrants in Iceland-Transna-
tional Experiences & Identities.” Master’s thesis, University of  Iceland, 
2024. https://skemman.is/handle/1946/48510?locale=en

This master’s thesis explores the migration experiences of  Syrian-Vene-
zuelan families, highlighting their evolving identities amid diaspora life. 
Using participant observation and open-ended interviews, it traces his-
torical and contemporary migration patterns from Syria to Venezuela 
and then to Iceland. The research sheds light on their unique cultural and 
social challenges in new environments.

Factor, Roni, and Yoav Mehozay. “Legitimacy and Deeply Embedded Core Nor-
mative Values in Different Social Groups.” Criminal Justice and Behavior 52, 
no. 1 (2025): 23–41. https://doi.org/10.1177/00938548241286802

This article examines the relationship between values and legitimacy 
in Israel’s diverse society, highlighting significant differences among 
groups such as Druze, Jews, and Muslims. Using a survey of  over 1,600 
Israelis, the study explores how core normative values vary and influence 
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perceptions of  legitimacy across these communities. The article sheds 
light on the Druze’s unique position within Israeli society and how their 
values interact with broader dynamics of  legitimacy.

Ghadban, Socrat, Maya Shames, and Andrea Pieroni. “Edible Wild Plants Econo-
my and Food Heritage Amid Lebanon’s Crisis: The Druze Community.” 
Food Systems/Systèmes Alimentaires 9, no. 1 (2024): 177–204. https://doi.
org/10.48611/isbn.978-2-406-17650-3.p.0177

This article investigates the socio-cultural and economic significance of  
Edible Wild Plants (EWPs) within the Druze community in Lebanon, 
highlighting how perceptions and consumption patterns have changed 
during recent crises. Using qualitative ethnography and semi-structured 
interviews, the study explores collection practices, dietary integration, 
and community attachment to EWPs. It is particularly relevant for un-
derstanding traditional nutritional habits and sustainability issues among 
the Druze.

Kheir, Nasr, and Boris A. Portnov. “Land market segmentation along ethnic lines: 
Four urban localities in Israel as a case study.” Land Use Policy 136, no. 
106963 (2024): 1–10. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2023.106963

This study investigates land price variations in Israeli towns with differ-
ent ethnic populations, highlighting notable disparities between Jewish 
and other communities. Transaction data from the Israel Tax Authority 
from 2000 to 2016 show that land prices are higher in predominantly 
Jewish areas like Afula, while Arab and Druze communities tend to have 
lower prices, due to informal land deals and unregulated property rights.

Mahajne, Ibrahim, and Nuzha Allassad Alhuzail. “The struggles of  Arab social 
workers in Israel: professional success among minority group social work-
ers.” Journal of  Ethnic & Cultural Diversity in Social Work 11, no. 1320611 
(2024): 1–12. https://doi.org/10.1080/15313204.2024.2335902
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This article examines the professional success of  minority-group social 
workers, focusing on Arab and Druze communities in Israel, and highlights 
the decline in recognition of  success within formal institutions. Through 
interviews with 21 Arab welfare bureau managers, this study explores the 
motivations behind intervention projects, including cost considerations 
and covert challenges to the establishment. This study provides insights 
into the Druze social workers’ experiences and the factors influencing 
their professional achievements.

Maugendre, Axel, and William Gasparini. “Trajectories and figurations: An analysis 
of  sports elite in Lebanon.” International Review for the Sociology of  Sport 60, 
no. 2 (2025): 189–211. https://doi.org/10.1177/10126902241265621

This article examines the career paths of  elite athletes in Lebanon’s foot-
ball, basketball, and volleyball, highlighting the influence of  religious, po-
litical, and social factors, particularly among Druze, Shiite, and Armenian 
communities. Using a combination of  interviews, academic literature, 
and official documents, it reveals how sports actors navigate Lebanon’s 
complex social landscape across generations. This research is relevant to 
Druze people as it sheds light on how their community’s athletes expe-
rience and adapt within Lebanon’s evolving sports and social systems.

Natoor, Maha, Hoda Zarka, and Avihu Shoshana. “Child placement in the com-
munity: Socio-religious challenges for Druze social workers in Isra-
el.” Child & Family Social Work 29, no. 1 (2024): 217–228. https://doi.
org/10.1111/cfs.13066

This article examines the experiences of  15 Druze social workers in Is-
rael regarding out-of-home placement of  Druze children, highlighting 
the challenges they face in balancing professional duties with socio-reli-
gious values. Interviews reveal how community characteristics influence 
intervention practices and the importance of  culturally competent social 
work.
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Siegel, Dina. “Arab Criminal Clans in the Center and North of  Israel.” In The Israeli 
Mafia: A Cultural Journey into Israeli Organized Crime, 103–145. Springer 
Nature Switzerland, 2024.

This chapter is about Arab criminal organizations that became leading 
actors in the Israeli underworld in the 2020s and presents empirical cases 
of  several criminal families in villages in the Galilee, Jaffa, and the Trian-
gle area. It goes on to analyze differences and similarities in criminal ac-
tivities and structures, as well as the complex relationship between Israeli 
Arabs and the state. The chapter discusses Druze relationships with and 
participation in criminal networks in northern Israel.
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The Israeli-Arab conflict has been widely studied, yet The Untold Story of  the 
Golan Heights, edited by Muna Dajani, Munir Fakher Eldin, and Michael Mason, 
offers a vital perspective on the often-overlooked Jawlani community. Examining 
the Druze experience under Israeli occupation, the book contributes to Middle 
East Studies, Druze studies, and settler colonialism by exploring colonial dispos-
session, cultural resilience, youth mobilization, and the role of  art and ecology in 
resistance. Centered on the “politics of  lifeworld colonization,” it highlights how 
settler colonialism shapes daily life and indigenous agency. By amplifying Jawlani 
voices, the editors construct an alternative historical narrative, making this work a 
significant addition to the field. This review critically assesses its strengths, limita-
tions, and broader implications.

The book’s central thesis examines the experiences of  the Jawlanis under Is-
raeli occupation since the 1967 War, focusing on their resistance to Israeli policies, 
efforts to maintain their Syrian Arab identity, and resilience in preserving their 
cultural heritage. It explores the complex relationship between the Jawlanis and 
the Israeli state, which has sought to normalize its control over the Golan Heights 
while facing continuous resistance from its indigenous inhabitants. The editors 
aim to provide an “untold story” that challenges the dominant Israeli narrative, 
often marginalizing or erasing Jawlani perspectives. By presenting a collection of  
essays, reflections, and poems from Jawlani scholars, activists, and artists, the book 
offers a nuanced and multifaceted understanding of  their lived experiences, com-
pelling readers to reconsider mainstream discourse and the conflict’s human cost.

At the same time, the book is also a groundbreaking contribution to Arab 
Druze studies. The book shifts the focus from broad geopolitical analyses to the 
everyday realities of  the Jawlani Druze, emphasizing their cultural identity, polit-
ical agency, and resistance under occupation. The authors explore crucial themes 
such as cultural resilience, identity negotiation, and settler colonialism through 
an interdisciplinary and collaborative approach. The book is structured around 
key themes, including everyday colonization, artistic and cultural expression, and 
political ecology, providing a comprehensive examination of  how the Druze nav-
igate the pressures of  Israeli annexation while maintaining their Syrian national 
identity. By foregrounding Jawlani voices, the editors effectively counter prevailing 
stereotypes and misconceptions, illustrating the intricate interplay of  politics, faith, 
and identity. Including diverse perspectives through essays, reflections, and poetry 
enriches the book, offering a profound and humanized account of  Jawlani Druze’s 
struggles, aspirations, and steadfast resistance.
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 The book employs a rigorous and innovative methodology that integrates 
Jawlani and Palestinian voices alongside international scholars within a decolo-
nial research framework. This collaborative approach ensures that the narrative is 
deeply rooted in the lived experiences of  the Jawlanis, countering dominant Israeli 
narratives while amplifying marginalized perspectives. Through qualitative meth-
ods—including oral histories, participant observations, and archival analysis—the 
book meticulously documents the socio-political and cultural dimensions of  Jaw-
lani resistance. The use of  primary sources, such as the 1981 National Document 
and local artworks, adds authenticity and depth, while reflections, poetry, and per-
sonal narratives enhance accessibility for both academic and non-academic audi-
ences. However, the study could have benefited from a more explicit engagement 
with quantitative data to complement its qualitative findings.

A key contribution of  the book lies in its exploration of  how the Jawlanis 
have forged political solidarity with Palestinian and Syrian national movements. 
The book does not merely document these connections but actively engages with 
them, narrating and analyzing the intricate ways in which the Jawlanis have posi-
tioned themselves within broader struggles for self-determination. By presenting 
different angles of  Jawlani experiences over half  a century of  resource disposses-
sion and economic de-development, the book sheds light on how their lived reali-
ties have been distorted or erased in mainstream histories and geographies of  the 
region. It thereby contributes to the social history of  the occupied Golan, seeking 
to transform the perception of  the region, the people who have remained, those 
who have been displaced, and the broader politics of  the governed.

The theoretical framework of  the book draws on critical social theory, particu-
larly Jürgen Habermas's concept of  “lifeworld colonization,”1 to analyze the inter-
sections of  settler colonialism and capitalist expansion. The authors skillfully apply 
this framework to examine how Israeli occupation infiltrates the everyday lives of  
the Jawlanis through mechanisms such as land confiscation, movement restric-
tions, and cultural suppression. At the same time, the editors are careful to adapt 
Western theoretical concepts to the specific historical and geopolitical context 
of  the Golan Heights. The book also highlights Michael Mason’s adaptation of  
critical social theory, which examines how settler colonialism is intertwined with 
broader state and capitalist development processes. This perspective situates the 
Golan Heights within a larger political-economic formation, emphasizing the role 

1 Jürgen Habermas, The Theory of  Communicative Action: Volume 2: Lifeworld and 
System: A Critique of  Functionalist Reason, vol. 2 (Boston: Beacon Press, 1987).
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of  everyday colonization in shaping the lived experiences of  the Jawlani people.
The book’s historical scope is another of  its strengths. It traces Jawlani re-

sistance from the annexation of  the Golan Heights in 1981 through the Syrian 
Uprising in 2011 and into the 2020s. The discussion encompasses the story of  
Palestinian solidarity and mobilization with the Jawlani community after 1967, em-
phasizing how their struggle has evolved over time. Notably, the book explores the 
nuanced ways in which the Jawlanis have defended their Syrian Arab identity while 
simultaneously working to improve their daily lives under Israeli rule. This includes 
an analysis of  their shifting positions on the Assad regime and the Syrian uprising 
of  2011, illustrating how historical contingencies have shaped their strategies of  
resistance and survival.

From a Druze studies perspective, the book provides valuable insights into 
how Druze identity—historically characterized by adaptability and pragmatism—
manifests under occupation. The authors employ qualitative methodologies to ex-
amine how the Druze in the Golan Heights maintain their cultural and political 
agency despite decades of  dispossession. The analysis of  “lifeworld colonization” 
proves particularly relevant here, capturing the tension between cultural preserva-
tion and external pressures to conform to state-imposed narratives. The book also 
explores the evolving role of  Druze religious leadership in mediating community 
responses to occupation, shedding light on internal debates concerning loyalty, 
identity, and resistance. While it offers rich discussions on communal solidarity 
(ta’awun), the role of  sheikhs, and cultural heritage preservation through art and 
literature, a deeper engagement with Druze esoteric traditions and their potential 
influence on political behavior would have further enriched the discussion.

The book also reflects on the complexity of  Jawlani identity across political, 
cultural, and ecological practices. It examines this identity's relational and hybrid 
nature, shaped by place attachment, Syrian nationality, Druze religious traditions, 
and secular ideologies while resisting its othering by political Zionism. More than 
just a scholarly study, the book immerses the reader in the lived experiences of  
the Jawlani people, allowing them to feel the impact of  everyday colonization and 
the broader politics of  the governed. By documenting their struggles, strategies 
of  resistance, and evolving identities, the book contributes to the study of  settler 
colonialism, national identity, and political agency in the occupied Golan Heights.

The book’s strength lies in its interdisciplinary approach, amplifying margin-
alized Jawlani and Druze voices through scholarly analysis, reflections, poetry, 
and artwork. It offers fresh perspectives on resistance, particularly through su-
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mud (steadfastness), youth mobilization, and cultural expression, while countering 
dominant Israeli narratives. Its innovative format ensures an engaging and multi-
faceted exploration of  identity under occupation. However, while using Haber-
mas’s theory is insightful, it may not fully capture the localized spiritual and cultur-
al dimensions of  Jawlani identity. A comparative analysis of  Druze communities 
in Lebanon, Syria, and Israel would have provided a broader contextual frame-
work. Despite this originality, the book has limitations. While it critiques Israeli 
policies of  ethnic manipulation, deeper engagement with their impact on internal 
Druze divisions would be valuable. Similarly, a more thorough analysis of  the Syr-
ian civil war’s effects on Jawlani identity and political solidarity would enhance its 
scope. Greater integration of  quantitative data could also strengthen its findings. 
Nonetheless, the book contributes significantly to Druze studies and Middle East 
scholarship, offering a nuanced account of  resilience, identity, and resistance under 
settler colonialism.

The book’s interdisciplinary approach enhances its analysis, integrating insights 
from political science, sociology, history, cultural studies, and environmental stud-
ies to provide a comprehensive understanding of  the Jawlani Druze experience. 
It challenges dominant narratives by situating their resistance within broader dis-
courses on settler colonialism and indigenous struggles. It highlights the commu-
nity’s rejection of  Israeli citizenship in favor of  maintaining strong Syrian ties. This 
contrasts with the integration of  Druze communities in Israel through military 
conscription and separate educational policies, offering a critical counter-narrative 
to portrayals of  the Druze as politically passive. The book also examines how the 
Jawlani Druze uses art, literature, and collective memory to resist cultural erasure 
while emphasizing agroecology as both a means of  sustenance and political strug-
gle. Additionally, it engages with international law, United Nations interventions, 
and the role of  environmental resistance, making it a valuable resource for poli-
cymakers, educators, and activists advocating for justice. Its reflections on youth 
activism further illuminate the tensions between tradition and modernity, offering 
a nuanced perspective on intergenerational identity and resilience.

In conclusion, The Untold Story of  the Golan Heights is a vital contribution to Mid-
dle Eastern and Druze studies, offering a nuanced analysis of  Jawlani resistance 
under Israeli occupation. Its interdisciplinary approach and inclusion of  margin-
alized voices make it essential for scholars, students, and policymakers. While its 
analysis is strong, expanding on the early occupation period (1967–1981), com-
paring Druze communities in Lebanon and Syria, and incorporating postcolonial 
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perspectives would enhance its depth. Visual materials like maps and photographs 
could also strengthen engagement. The book contributes significantly to the Ar-
ab-Israeli conflict and Druze studies, offering original arguments, thorough re-
search, and fresh insights into Jawlani experiences under Israeli occupation. While 
a deeper discussion of  the early occupation period would add context, its strengths 
far outweigh its limitations. Highly recommended for those seeking a deeper, nu-
anced, and multifaceted understanding of  the Druze community’s challenges, as-
pirations, and resilience, as well as the Arab-Israeli conflict and its ongoing impli-
cations.
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Ted J. Gorton, a leading expert on the history and culture of  the Levant, offers 
in this book a solid and well-documented biography of  the Druze emir Fakhr 
ad-Din Ma’n, one of  the most intriguing figures of  the Early Modern Levant 
and of  the wider Mediterranean and Renaissance Europe, by virtue of  his unique 
trajectory. 

A descendant of  a princely Druze family from Mount Lebanon, Fakhr ad-Din 
assumed leadership of  his domain toward the end of  the sixteenth century, as a 
vassal of  the Ottoman Empire, ruling over territory that stretched across what 
is today Lebanon, Israel, and Syria. In the early seventeenth century—like many 
others in that period—he rebelled against the Ottoman authority yet managed to 
avoid the worst consequences and eventually obtained the sultan’s pardon. Re-
newed tensions, however, forced him to flee to Europe in 1613. After roughly 
five years in exile, two of  which were spent in Medici Tuscany, he returned under 
another Ottoman amnesty and ruled for nearly two decades, in a period described 
as one of  remarkable prosperity. His life ended abruptly in 1635, when Sultan Mu-
rad IV (r. 1623–1640), unwilling to tolerate a former rebel who might rise again, 
ordered his arrest and execution in Constantinople. 

Divided into twelve chapters, the book’s structure ensures that no aspect of  the 
emir’s life is treated superficially. This is particularly valuable in the opening chap-
ters, which establish the essential background: the origins of  Fakhr ad-Din and his 
family (Ch. 1), the Druze community to which he belonged and that is still largely 
unknown to Western readers (Ch. 2), and the geopolitical landscape of  the Levant 
between the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries (Ch. 3). These sections 
not only provide the essential framework for understanding the broader historical 
context of  his life, but they also guide the reader toward a more evident appreci-
ation of  Druze culture, particularly the second chapter. They highlight its origins 
and distinctive features, which led Europeans of  the period—alongside many oth-
er scholars worldwide—to regard the Druzes as a peculiar “sect”. Although this 
is not the appropriate place for an extensive discussion of  the Druzes—whether 
they were, as many believed and as Fakhr al-Dīn himself  maintained to legitimize 
his claims in the eyes of  Christendom—descendants of  the first Crusaders or 
rather a Muslim sect, it is nonetheless helpful to bear in mind that Fakhr al-Dīn 
was a Druze. This consideration may illuminate certain aspects of  his life; not so 
much his diplomatic conduct, which was shaped by pragmatic principles of  real-
politik, but somewhat his social background and the authority he wielded within 
the Druze community. 
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A substantial portion of  the book (Ch. 4–7) focuses on Fakhr ad-Din’s stay 
in Tuscany, at the court of  Grand Duke Cosimo II de’ Medici (r. 1609–1621). 
This episode exemplifies the encounter between an “Oriental” ruler and Chris-
tian Europe, and here it is conventionally framed as a moment of  “discovery of  
the Other.” Yet Early Modern Europe was far from unfamiliar with Muslims or 
“Orientals:” many of  them were enslaved people captured by Christian corsairs, 
or were converts, while others served as intermediaries, go-betweens, or drago-
mans active in European ports and courts. Fakhr ad-Din, however, was a reigning 
prince, belonging to a distinct social sphere that was part of  a shared courtly cul-
ture across the broad Mediterranean world, transcending religious and linguistic 
boundaries. However, moments of  cultural misunderstanding or fascination were 
not absent, as shown by Fakhr ad-Din’s exposure to Florentine carnival (85–86) or 
his contact with the Medici banking world (94–95)—episodes of  striking historical 
interest also documented by contemporary Levantine sources. Yet the emir adapt-
ed quickly to European customs, just as European courts readily integrated their 
“Oriental” guest, showing that the encounter with the “Other” did not necessarily 
imply mutual incomprehension or incommensurability. Indeed, in his proposals 
to Catholic rulers for reclaiming Jerusalem (Ch. 8), Fakhr ad-Din even appears 
to have entertained the idea of  promoting a new Crusade (115–117)—a Western 
concept already obsolete, according to the author, yet still resonant in Catholic 
states like Tuscany, which invoked the fight against the infidels to justify their 
aggressive policies in the Levant, as highlighted by Géraud Poumarède (2009). It 
is unlikely, however, that this reference to crusading ideals indicates, as Gorton 
suggests, an inability to grasp the political realities of  his time (177). More plausi-
bly, it was a calculated strategy to secure European support for the recovery of  his 
domains. Invoking a higher cause such as the liberation of  the Holy City could—in 
the Catholic sovereigns’ perspective—conveniently mask more pragmatic objec-
tives, including privileged access to Levantine trade routes.

Only one chapter (Ch. 9) addresses the emir’s remaining years in Europe, while 
the final section (Ch. 10–11) provides a detailed account of  the last phase of  his 
rule. Particularly noteworthy is the concluding twelfth chapter, which explores the 
legacy of  Fakhr al-Dīn’s career. This inheritance has been interpreted in various 
ways, including through the lens of  modern politics and what we would now de-
scribe as nation-building. This is especially evident in modern Lebanese historiog-
raphy, which regards his rule as a crucial period in the laying of  the foundations of  
modern Lebanon. Nevertheless, it may be more accurate to argue that his primary 
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contribution lay in strengthening the collective identity of  the Druze community 
and, in a certain sense, in legitimizing their presence in the Levant, where they 
remain dispersed today. 

If  the book has a potential, albeit minor, weakness, it lies in prose, which is 
not consistently academic in tone—though this contributes to its readability. In-
deed, Gorton’s style remains both engaging and rigorous, demonstrating clarity 
of  exposition, precision in historical reconstruction, and the use of  a scientific 
bibliography that, while not always exhaustive, is more than sufficient to sustain 
the argument. The author’s literary sensibility enhances the narrative without com-
promising scholarly integrity.

The title appears designed to attract readers fascinated by the Renaissance and 
the Medici court, effectively inviting them to discover a figure who navigated cul-
tural, religious, and political boundaries with remarkable skill. However, labelling 
Fakhr ad-Din as “Renaissance” may reflect a Western interpretive framework im-
posed retrospectively—a notion that, as Gorton rightly observes in his prologue, 
would have been foreign to the emir himself  (xiii), as such categories serve more 
as analytical tools for modern readers rather than reflections of  Early Modern 
self-perception. 

While some interpretive nuances may invite debate, they do not diminish the 
overall strength of  Gorton’s reconstruction. On the contrary, they reveal both 
the complexity of  the subject and the author’s critical engagement with it. The 
result is a biography that constitutes a significant contribution not only to histori-
cal scholarship but also to the study of  religion, diplomacy, cultural exchange, and 
the broader themes of  Otherness and Orientalism—but also, and above all, to the 
understanding of  Druze history and culture. 

We may conclude by noting that T.J. Gorton succeeds in introducing the re-
markable and emblematic figure of  Fakhr al-Dīn to a broader audience, whose life 
illuminates an era too often interpreted solely through the prism of  a “clash of  
civilizations.” Instead, the work offers a more nuanced portrayal of  coexistence, 
interaction, and the permeable boundaries of  culture and faith that characterized 
the early modern Mediterranean world. Finally, the work goes a step beyond the 
two existing Italian biographies of  Fakhr al-Dīn—one by the Maronite Father 
Paolo Carali (Bulus Qarʿali) (1935) and the other by Kaled El Bibas (2010)—and 
integrates the studies of  Alessandro Olsaretti (2008). 
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From the oral folktales of  our city:
“A woman lives seven deaths in her life:
The first takes place on the day of  her birth, the day that her parents find out that 
they have been cursed with the birth of  a daughter.
The second death is lived on the day her vagina begins to bleed, a death that she 
continues to feel for the rest of  the coming months.
The third death is on the day her groom penetrates her.
The fourth extends from the day of  her pregnancy to the day of  her labor when her 
cervix widens to give birth to a living being and continues throughout the forty days 
of  postpartum. The fifth death takes place each time she weens a child.
The sixth death is on the day her husband dies, or when she is divorced, whether 
rightfully or undeservingly.
And, the seventh death is general knowledge to all—it is the last death, when she 
surrenders her soul to her God and finally rests in peace.”
—Najat Abdul Samad, No Water Quenches Her, Chapter One.1 

In  No Water Quenches Her, Najat Abdul Samad renders an urgent portrayal 
of  gendered violence in Sweida, Syria, and confronts the deeply buried pain of  
women in Druze society. The novel invites the reader into the intimate, fractured 
reality of  a Druze woman—Hayat—whose desires are policed, denied, and pun-
ished. The novel forces us to feel every drop of  Hayat’s thirst—for love, for voice, 
for life—but it does not quench it. It ends where so many stories do: in silence, 
in erasure; only thirst, no quenching. As Hayat herself  confesses in one of  her 
final reflections, “I am pure thirst. I am filtered longing” (Ch. 36), a testament to 
how longing becomes the very substance of  her existence, a refrain that echoes 
throughout the novel.

By tracing the protagonist Hayat’s self-narration and disintegration, I believe 
that the novel stands as a compelling transnational-feminist intervention. 

No Water Quenches Her takes place in the second half  of  the twentieth century, 
in an unnamed Druze village in Sweida, Southern Syria, where its themes of  gen-
dered repression resonate across cultures and borders. Abdul Samad weaves in the 
painful love story of  Nasser and Hayat, whose thirsts remain unquenched amid 
political, economic, environmental, and social drought in Syria, and whose lives are 
tragically and severely affected as a result. Their story is set against a backdrop of  
deprivation, where love itself  becomes a casualty of  societal decay.

1 In this essay, all translations of  Abdul Samad’s narratives are by Dr. Ghada al-Atrash.
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In the story, Hayat is forced to marry Khalil, instead of  her beloved Nasser. 
She gives birth to four children, but is later divorced and locked up in the basement 
of  her parents’ home, and is separated from her children for what she understands 
will be the remainder of  her life. 

Based on real events, this novel serves not only as testimony but as resistance 
and as a mode of  speech when all other forms of  expression are denied. Abdul 
Samad’s courage in writing this novel is undeniable; she dares to expose what is 
often buried: women being denied love, agency, and voice. Her writing carves a 
space for the unspeakable to be witnessed, even if  not resolved.

However, while I join the chorus of  feminist readers who celebrate Abdul Sa-
mad’s boldness in centering a Druze woman’s oppression and consequent psych-
ological collapse, I do question her choice to offer no reprieve, no resistance, no 
alternative future. Hayat, confined to the basement, learns “the art of  silence” (Ch. 
1) as her body and voice are locked away by familial and societal control. But what
if  we dreamed of  a world where women do speak back and are heard? My ques-
tion becomes—why does Hayat never fully reclaim her voice? Why does Abdul
Samad decide to leave her enclosed in a basement rather than allow her to emerge
transformed? And what does this literary entrapment say about the conditions of
possibility for feminist resistance in patriarchal contexts—where patriarchy is not
simply a structure but also a legacy; a legacy passed down through ritual, obedi-
ence, and silence—where a mother locks the basement door; where a son testifies
against his own mother; where a father trades daughters as property. I find that in
Abdul Samad’s work, patriarchal violence is sustained not only by male dominance
but by women’s inherited complicity.

Indeed, Abdul Samad dares to reveal the intimate violences of  a patriarchal 
Druze society, but why does she stop short of  imagining and writing an alternative 
in her novel? Why does she bear witness but not offer a path beyond the basement 
walls? Perhaps speaking honestly of  women’s lives in patriarchal contexts means 
confronting the limits of  resistance—and of  fiction. But perhaps it also reflects 
the intergenerational trauma of  silencing: Hayat cannot speak because the struc-
tures around her have made it impossible, and Abdul Samad, even as an author, is 
not exempt from those same constraints. Her act of  writing becomes a form of  
resistance, yes—but it is one marked by loss, by mourning, by a recognition of  just 
how difficult it is to imagine freedom when even storytelling is bound by gendered 
inheritance. In this way, the novel is not merely literature—it is legacy and lament.
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The female figure in Abdul Samad’s work then becomes a site of  suffering, 
rather than transformation. Abdul Samad’s novel is certainly a disruption to the 
patriarchal social order—by writing, Abdul Samad is voicing dissent; yet Hayat 
remains largely voiceless, unrescued, and unheard. In one of  the novel’s most 
poignant moments, Hayat throws her words out into the world. But her words go 
unanswered. Although the narrative gives voice to the struggle of  Druze women, 
Hayat is dispossessed of  a voice. The structure itself  swallows her voice, illustrat-
ing a totalizing nature of  patriarchal ownership where the woman is claimed in life, 
silenced in speech, and buried without memory. The silence, in this case, becomes 
both a symptom and a verdict.

Hayat—whose name means “life”—ironically lives a life increasingly stripped 
of  vitality. The author’s narrative allows Hayat’s interior world to bleed into the 
reader’s consciousness. Her hallucinations, delusions, and fragmented memories 
are not signs of  personal weakness but manifestations of  systemic violence. Abdul 
Samad performs an act of  resistance: she centers the wounded female self  and re-
fuses to make her palatable. Hayat’s body becomes not only a site of  pain but also 
a site of  buried truth. Image after image in the novel, we witness how the body 
bears the burden of  voicelessness.

Indeed, the novel does offer us a witness account—and in doing so, Abdul 
Samad also invites us into an ethical relationship with the silence of  Hayat. Her 
writing becomes an added piece to the archive of  feminine survival. To write a 
character like Hayat is, in itself, a cultural rupture. It places Abdul Samad among a 
small but growing number of  Druze and Arab women who have refused silence. 
Writing itself  becomes an act of  resistance, and of  memory. It is through this 
commitment to representation that Abdul Samad begins to carve out a literary 
lineage for the silenced, even if  the silence is not overcome. Yet the absence of  
narrative resolution continues to haunt.

I can understand how the novel’s ending can also serve as a means to confront 
the conditions of  oppression without anesthetizing their consequences—in this 
sense, perhaps the tragic ending becomes not a failure but a refusal to lie. But I 
insist that this sort of  realism is double-edged: while it exposes the depth of  patri-
archal cruelty, it risks leaving readers with despair rather than resistance. Perhaps 
Abdul Samad could have reclaimed political charge by giving Hayat a way out, 
rattling the bars of  the window of  her basement. Instead, Hayat’s internal world 
becomes a substitute for freedom—a grave in place of  a door. We are left peering 
into her interiority but not witnessing transformation.
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I argue that Abdul Samad’s work could have acted as a means to—as put by 
feminist mother-scholar Andrea O’Reilly—“nurture the story, protect truth, and 
midwife resistance into language” (O’Reilly, 2016, 14). The novel could have become 
not only a door into Hayat’s reality but a political intervention, a battleground in 
which resistance gives birth to language, voice, and freedom. I feel like the novel 
stops short of  deliverance. Hayat does not rebel. She becomes a casualty of  both 
her past and her culture. Her body remains, but her voice fades, echoing only in 
our memory of  the pages.  And so, the question becomes: how does one come to 
voice?  As Bell Hooks (1989, p. 12) writes, coming to voice means “moving from 
silence into speech as a revolutionary gesture.”  Sara Ahmed (2017, p. 255) reminds 
us that feminist work demands that “we enact the world we are aiming for. Noth-
ing less will do.” In Abdul Samad’s novel, Hayat’s body bears the full weight of  her 
lived world, yet language never becomes a passage into agency.  This unresolved 
gap between what is embodied and what can be spoken echoes my earlier work, 
where I argue that silence operates as a feminized condition sustained through the 
normalization of  women’s inevitable surrender (Alatrash & Zarif, 2025).

Indeed, there is something unbearably real about No Water Quenches Her. Its 
refusal to offer hope may be its most honest feature. For many women like Hayat, 
there is no rescue, no revolution, no romance. There is only survival—and when 
even that fails, collapse. And yet, literature is not journalism. Its job is not only 
to document but to disturb—and to reimagine, which feels suspended in Abdul 
Samad’s. This is where the novel leaves the feminist reader in a kind of  mourning. 
We mourn Hayat, yes—but also the unwritten version of  her life, the one she was 
denied even in fiction. The wish for flight, for audibility, is there—but is never 
fulfilled. 

This contradiction—of  writing bravely but ending in silence—is not a flaw in 
Abdul Samad’s work. It is a mirror of  the limitations placed on so many women. 
It is a call for more stories, braver ones, ones that dare not only to speak but to 
scream, and to survive. I believe that these stories must go further—not just to-
ward exposure, but toward transformation. Either way, the reader is left holding an 
absence: a thirst unquenched, a voice silenced too soon. No Water Quenches Her is 
not a tale of  triumph. It is a requiem, a lament, a chronicle of  what happens when 
women are left with only their inner world for refuge. But it is also in that silence 
that we are called not to turn away—but to write, to speak, and to resist anew.
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Closing Remarks 
It is not possible to conclude without situating No Water Quenches Her within the 

brutal and unfolding reality of  Sweida today. In July of  this year (2025), a mas-
sacre was carried out against the Druze people. Druze men and women were both 
murdered alike. Druze men have been forcibly shaved by extremist militias—an 
act of  humiliation that transcends appearance, and a violent assault on identity, 
masculinity, and communal dignity; a calculated attempt to erase pride, resistance, 
and memory. Today, Druze women are not standing in silence. They are rising—
shoulder to shoulder with the men—as full participants in a shared struggle, Abdul 
Samad herself  being one of  them on the frontlines, where, on Friday, July 18th, 
2025, she wrote (Abdul Samad, 2025):

To my friends outside of  Sweida, I will recount what the Syrian “General 
Security” did to my family:
On the morning of  July 15, 2025, the day they entered Sweida under the 
pretext of  “de-escalation,” my brother—who is a breadmaker and who 
never carried a weapon—was driving his family in his small truck to the 
eastern countryside in search of  safety. On his way back, he was stopped 
by General Security soldiers. They took his phone, threw him face-down 
in the truck; two of  them stood on his back while a third drove. The 
entire way, they kicked him, called him a “pig,” and beat his back—he 
learned later it was with a knife.
After having gone missing for a while, my family called his phone. They 
answered: “We’ve slaughtered him, from ear to ear.”
But they hadn’t slaughtered him. It was only a tactic to terrorize my 
mother and father.
One of  the young men in the security force felt empathy for my brother 
and said to his comrades: “Let’s dump him.” It was clear he genuinely 
wanted to save him. I extend my heartfelt thanks to this kind young man.
They threw my brother out and drove off  in the truck. He managed to 
reach a hospital and then stayed for two days in a house near the hospital, 
unable to return home. Now, alhamdulillah, his body is healing—and he 
refuses to let his spirit be broken.
On July 16, 2025, they raided houses in our neighborhood, including my 
parents’ home.
My father said to them: “If  you've come as guests, our home is your 
home.”
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One of  them pointed at my father's beard. My father is a religious man, 
85 years old, and walks with a cane. The man said: “It’s obvious from 
your beard that you are sheikh of  a tribe.” He asked my father about 
money and gold but didn’t wait for an answer. They tore the house apart 
and stole whatever they found.
As they left, they pointed a gun at my father's back. My sister ran and 
stood in front of  my father, shouting: “Kill me first, then kill him.” My 
80-year-old mother hurried on her cane and joined, “Kill us first, then
kill him.”
The commanding soldier said, “Finish him,” but the younger one said,
“Let’s just go,” as if  his hand refused to pull the trigger. This too was a
young man from the security force, surely raised by a kind mother who
taught him well.
They departed and left my father alive.
After having left, my family discovered they had stolen money from my
brother’s house and smashed his son’s oud that he had been learning to
play.
That evening, once the security men had gone, my family dared to cross
to the neighboring homes—only to discover that the “security men” had
executed seven young men from the adjacent houses with a single shot
to their heads. They had also shaved the mustaches of  three elderly reli-
gious men—all over sixty, unarmed, while sitting with their families. Two
of  them were kidnapped. All their money, gold, and phones were taken.
You know the rest: the security men began using those stolen phones
to lure relatives to unknown locations—to kidnap, terrorize, curse their
religion, or spread false rumors.

Perhaps Hayat’s silence—when read against the backdrop of  Najat’s real-world 
resistance—becomes even more jarring, more urgent. It dares us to imagine what 
kind of  literature might emerge next from the frontlines of  survival. If, instead of  
isolation and silence, Hayat had found herself  amid collective resistance and the 
courage of  other Druze women—like Najat, her sister, and her mother—perhaps 
No Water Quenches Her would have ended differently.
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