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ATTENTION READERS! 

Professors Henry A. Pochmann and Arthur R. Schultz 
expressed the deep concern for all scholars in the 
field of German -American I iterary and cultural stud-
ies over the fate of valuable research materials which 
are likely to be lost forever unless immediate steps 
are taken for their preservation. With the generous 
support of the MAX KADE FOUNDATION, NEW 
YORK, there has now been established at the Univer-
sity of Kansas a GERMAN-AMERICAN DOCUMENT 
AND RESEARCH CENTER, to collect and preserve 
German-American literary and cultural material, par-
ticularly from the midwestern region of this country. 

The original suggestion for such a center was 
made in the BIBLIOGRAPHY OF GERMAN CULTURE 
IN AMERICA TO 1940, compiled by Professors Poch-
mann and Schultz, and itself a record of earlier work 
in the field. Researchers in German-American studies 
have found that libraries, German-American clubs, 
religious organizations, and individuals are frequently 
unable or unwilling to preserve and to house mate-
rials which are not of priority importance to their 
collections. Some of the libraries with the best hold-
ings in this field of interest, in fact, are prevented by 
lack of funds from cataloguing and organizing their 
collections so as to make them adequately accessible. 
At the same time, interest in German-American stud-
ies has increased steadily: the large number of dis-
sertations in this field presently in progress was men-
tioned at a recent meeting of the Modern Language 
Association of America. 

Recognizing this danger that many important Ger -
man-American pub I ications may be lost if action is 
not taken, the MAX KADE RESEARCH CENTER in 
cooperation with other organizations is endeavoring 
to procure such materials and to provide adequate 
services for housing, cataloguing and making them 
accessible to scholars through the facilities of the 
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