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Global challenges research tackles complex,
persistent problems that often require
interdisciplinary, cross-sector, international
and cross-cultural collaborations and
partnerships, at scale and at a distance.
Projects are often undertaken in contexts
with emerging and/or limited research
infrastructure, broader resource limitations,
and socio-political instability. This complex
landscape presents a significant risk
exposure for upholding high standards of
research conduct and preventing research
misconduct that may negatively impact both
local communities and researchers, as well as
impacting the trustworthiness and translation
of research findings.

The toolkit for ethical research developed out
of a project that focused on strengthening
integrity and ethical conduct in grand
challenges research. We held 5 roundtable
events at The University of Edinburgh drawing
together more than 200 researchers from 30
countries and more than 60 discipline areas.
These conversations highlighted the need for
a clarifying worldview to support place-based,
community-centred, ethical action at every

stage of the research journey. In response,
we co-designed accessible and practical
material to guide people involved in complex
community-based research. This toolkit
provides practical guidance and questions

to consider at every stage of the research
journey, from developing an ethical research
question through to being accountable for
the legacy of your research long after the
project has concluded. A pocket size version is
now available in 11 languages. A more detailed
website is available in English and Spanish
(https://www.ethical-global-research.ed.ac.uk/).

In 2021, researchers in Chile, Malawi,
Nigeria, Edinburgh and Australia undertook
further work with more than 300 global
researchers, members of ethics committees
and representatives of NGO’s to continue
strengthening the toolkit. Researchers find
the toolkit helpful for supporting cultural
contextualisation of research, solidarity
amongst researchers and with community
partners. It helps researchers to address
the complex demand characteristics of
international research and of ethical evidence-
gathering to inform social change.
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An ethical worldview

Nof simply a paperwork hurdle
Many challenges and dilemmas
Taking ethical action
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A journey from research ided to legacy
A commitment to good practice
Place, people, principle, precedent

Case studies & sharing solutions
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https://youtu.be/lHbSxIkilmc

