| From the Associate Editor |

From the Associate Editor

Jorg Waltje
Ohio University

Itonlyseemssuch ashort whileago thatI came to the United States
foranexchangevisit, and thatThad tostart writing my paperson one
of theselittle funny-looking Macintosh boxes. WhenIdiscovered
that thesemachinescanalso be used to (veeerrry sloocowly) surf the
weband todevelop interactive programs for language learningI was
hooked. Toto, I was not in Germany anymore... It was Marie
Sheppard who gave me my firstjob as a Language Liaison for the
Anderson Language and Technology Center at CU Boulder, and
Brian Lewis whorecruited me for some LIBRA authoringwhen he
procured a grant and started paying me for what I loved to do
anyway: tinker with computers. I owe both of them big thanks for
setting me on anew career path, and I wish they were stillaround
toread theselines. There are other people whohelped alongthe way:
PattySchindler, Ashley Godeaux, Kuan-YiRose Chang, Nelson de
Jesusand the Ohio5 gang, the people at the CET in Middlebury, to
name just a few. They all influenced me one way or another and
spurred meon.

MyPh.D.isactuallyin Comparative Literature from the University
of Colorado for a dissertation entitled “Vampires, Genre, and the
Compulsion toRepeat”. In thisstudy, Iexplore manifestationsof the
vampire myth in fiction, in film, and in historical accounts of
supposedly real vampires. Though vampires always make for an
interesting conversation topic, my career took quite adifferent turn.
Ormaybeitdid not. SometimesIdo get the feeling that computers
starttosuck the lifeblood out of you. On mystrangely meandering
pathThave now arrived at Ohio University where lam an Assistant
Professorin Modern Languagesand the Director of the Language
Resource Center, one of these hybrd positions that are half academic
and half technical, and —on a good day- combine the best of both
worlds.

Iamvery honored that Andrew Ross and David Pankratzencouraged
me to come on board as an Associate Editor for the IALLT Journal,
andIlook forward toreadingand editingsome of the great articles
peoplein our profession produce. [ have made it my personal goal

Vol. 35, No. 1 2003 13



Waltje

to promote the Journal at every opportunity and to make sure that
people continue to see it as a premier outlet for their writings on
languageandtechnologyissues. Keep these articles coming, Iwilldo
my best to make sure that they will find an audience. ¢
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