CONFERENCE REVIEWS

CALICO 1991

by Carol E. Thickstun,
Lake Forest College

CALICO(Computer Assisted Language
Instruction Consortium) held its annual
meeting April 2-6, 1991 in Atlanta, Georgia.
Pre-conferenceseminarswere held on April
2 and 3 with regular sessions beginning on
April 4.

The most significant discussions during
the conference revolved around the tech-
nology of the future, more specifically full-
motion digitized video and audio on CD-
ROM XA. This was the topic of both Frank
Borchardt’s keynote dinner address and a
very informative presentation by Lt. Col.
Mike Bush of the USAF Academy.

According to Lt. Col. Bush, CD-I (Inter-
active) is on the verge of becoming a reality,
its release having been announced as “Real
Soon Now” since 1986. At the same time,
CD-ROM XA (Extended architecture) Au-
dio and Graphics are both now available.
The advantage of this technology is that it
sets a worldwide standard for digitized
audio and for interleaving graphics and
audio. Thus, at least theoretically, digitized
applications developed on any platform
(Mac, IBM, etc.) using any standard (Pal,
NTSC, etc.) should one day be interchange-
able. Thisattempt tomakeeveryone’s hard-
ware compatible is already being realized
by the Multimedia PC, which Lt. Col. Bush
claims is already on the market. This ma-
chinewill work withanyone’soverlay board,
CD player, MIDI board, etc. Once you
install the drivers for your equipment, the
machine will find it. Lt. Col. Bush ended his
presentation with a breathtaking demon-
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stration of CD-ROM XA technology, run-
ning full-motion video, synchronized with
audio, off a CD. The way this technology
works its that chunks of information come
off the CD and are processed by the com-
puter so that video gets sent to the video
driver, audio to the audio driver, and so
forth. The one major disadvantage to this
technology is that it will not yet allow for
full-screen video, unlike DVI (Digital Video
Interactive), which does. In summary, Lt.
Col. Bush thinks we have a good grasp of
videodisc technology now and thatitis time
to look toward the future. Because of the
rapidly developing digitized technology,
Lt.Col. Bushstressed the fact that weshould
focus not on the delivery systems of our
applications, but on what we want our stu-
dents to do.

A number of other presentations also
emphasized theimportance of putting peda--
gogy before technology. At a panel discus-
sion about courseware development led by
Dan Church all of the participants stressed
the need for clear pedagogical goals. James
Noblitt argued that the problems in
coursewaredevelopmentarenolonger tech-
nological, but human. There is a need for
teamwork at all levels including faculty,
computer services and administration. The
outcome goal must be clear so that the tech-
nology doesn’t take over. This idea was
seconded by Dana Paramskas whosaid that
courseware should be “tight”, and not try to
be all-encompassing. It should serve as a
coretosupplementclassroomactivities. Ann
Whiskeyman also felt that “pedagogy
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should be the motor for technology.” In

addition, Captain Mark Secan pointed out

that “pragmatism” is the key: the applica-
tions should be easy to work with, that is,
easy touse, install and construct lessons for.

Another interesting presentation was
given by Don Mullen of Duke University.
Don has been developing foreign character
support under Windows 3.0. So far the
people at Duke have developed a package
of mapped keyboards which allows foralot
more flexibility than the foreign character
support provided by Windows 3.0. In
Duke’s product, the newly mapped key-
board appears in a window on the screen,
much like HDC’s keyboard mapper. The
disadvantage to HDC is that it is limited to
Roman-based characters. Duke’s mapper
includes non-Roman language capability
(Arabic, Persian, Cyrillicand Chinese). Their
package also allows for the user to map his
or her own keyboard. At the present time,
this package only works within WinCalis
and WinAuthor, but it is quite attractive
since it provides right to left supportas well
as Chinese characters. To access the Chi-
nese characters the user types the English
equivalent. The computer then searches a
dictionary and offers the Chinese possibili-
ties. This process can be speeded up by
typing in complete words since the dictio-
nary is word-based. Plans are in the works
to provide support for Japanese, but it is not
available yet.

Other presentations focused on specific
applications being tested and developed.
M.LT.’sProject Athena, “Philippe: AnInter-
active Fiction,” which is now in its four-
teenth version, was presented by Mary Ann
Lyman-Hager from Penn State University.
Shehasbeen using the program, which runs
on a Macintosh, in French classes at Penn.
Unfortunately, Philippe is not yet commer-
cially available, but can be obtained in beta-
test form. Brigham Young University is
updating its old “Montevidisco” program

to make it more compatible with current
hardware configurations. Jerry Larson and
Charles Bush presented the new version
they have developed for the Mac using a
computer, videodisc player and two moni-
tors. They have plans for an IBM version, as
well as for remastering the original video
footage on laser disc. The Mac versionisnot
available yet, but should be within a year.
TheIBM version could takelonger. Carolyn
Fidelman presented “In the French Body,” a
program being developed at the University
of Massachusetts, Boston which is designed
to teach students French intonation and
gestures. The materials being produced by
theprojectinclude videodiscs, student work-
books and a teacher’s guide. They are also
working on a similar project in German.
These three projects are representative of
the type of applications many are working
on.

One of the concerns which seemed to be
shared by many of the conference partici-
pants is that there seems to be a duplication
of efforts going on between colleagues at
different institutions. For instance, two dif-
ferent Russian professors have developed
exercises to accompany the same textbook,
Russian for Everybody. While some felt there
should be more of an attempt made to coor-
dinate courseware development efforts, still
others felt that it is more important to keep
forging ahead on whatever projects are
deemed necessary by individual develop-
ers. Ann Whiskeyman, during the Course-
ware Development panel discussion, ex-
pressed the feeling that the primary goal
right now should be to “Just Do It,” and
eventually the programs will be sifted out.
A need for quality courseware clearly ex-
ists. And the ways to get that courseware
outtherearegetting betterall the time, asLt.
Col. Bush showed us. However, as Dan
Church reminded usall, “Non-existentsoft-
ware doesn’t run any faster on the new
machines.”
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