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[Editor’s Note: This column will become a
regular feature in future issues of the journal.
Please submit materials directly to Irene Starr,
as noted below.]

The IALL board has appointed a special
committee to consider copyrightissues. The
committee is slowly coming into existence.
Besides addressing your questions and
concerns, we plan a long term process of
educating media producers, especially in
entertainment, to better understand the
needs of people in our field. For example,
wouldn’titbe wonderful if videotapescame
with the same permission as computer
software to make one back-up copy or if
home videos had a waiver for educational
use printed on the warning label or outer

packaging?

We would also like to collect
correspondence between you and copy-
right holders/publishers that has enabled
you to duplicate either entire tapes or
segments. The patterns we detect may en-
able us to apply for blanket permissions for
all IALL members or learn more about
possible allies in our efforts.

Similarly, we would like to collect
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articles on copyright, new interpretations
of fair use policies, information on law suits
and their outcome, a list of materials that
come with permission to copy, and institu-
tional guidelines relating to copyright.

We also need your help to develop a
catchy, compelling slogan for a poster that
would encourage faculty/student compli-
ance. “Why Comply?” is a possible opener
but we need answers to this question, or
even a totally different approach.

Please send any of the above and other
ideas/questions to Irene Starr, FLRC -
UMass, Herter Hall 19, Ambherst, MA
01003.

Please note that the committee is unable
to offer specific legal advice! However, we
will try to help youbecomebetter informed.

Along these lines, we reprint for you the
following bibliography, prepared by
Carolyn Kotlas of the Institute for Academic
Technology.

Irene Starr is Director of the Foreign
Language Resource Center at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, Ambherst.
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COPYRIGHTS AND COPY
WRONGS: SOURCES OF
INFORMATION ON
COMPUTER COPYRIGHTS

Carolyn Kotlas, MSLS
Institute for Academic Technology

OVERVIEW

College and university computer center
staff increasingly find themselves called
upon to interpret copyright law, especially
as it relates to software, optical discs and
other formats used in multimedia develop-
ment and classroom presentations. This
document lists several sources of informa-
tion to help centers answer faculty and stu-
dent questions, formulate campus policies,
and build aninformation collection fordeal-
ing with a wide range of copyrighted mate-
rials.
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IAT documents may be reprinted, in printed or
electronic form, without permission from the 1AT as
long as the contents of the document are not changed
and the document is not offered for sale. If you would
like to edit the document, we ask that you share a copy
of therevised version with us and seek written permis-
sion to reproduce it. Please credit the author and the
original publication name, date and page on any
reprints.

Wewould also appreciate your informing us your
intention to use a document from our publications so
that we will know which documents have proven the
most useful. You can contact us at: (919) 560-5031
or Email: PUBS.IAT@UNC.MHS.EDU
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