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On Se pte mbe r 10, 1990, Finca Cyclura successfull y ha tched twi n Cuh:111 Iguan as (Cydura 
1111hila ) in a clutch of seven eggs. Twin iguana s share a single yolk s:K as well as the space 
within the egg. Thus, they arc typi cally smaller th an their siblings, hut in time, they may achieve 
the sa me size. The tw ins at Finca Cyclura will he rai sed to nwturity o n s ite. Fift een Rhinoceros 
Ig uanas (Cyc/11ra corn11w) were also hatched from o ne dutch on Scp1e r11her 20 -24 , 1990, at 
Finca Cyclura. In Se ptember 1988, Life Fellows hip Bird Sanctuary hatched twin s of the Grand 
Cayman Blue Igua na (Cydura 1111hila /ewisi), and the twins still res ide the re. 

DNA Studi<'s Underwa~· 

Texas mem bers, Ed Lewis and De ni se Garc ia, of Te xas A& M Universit y, ha ve been 
working for severa l yea rs o n a DNA study of Gabpagos tortoises hased on blood sa mples 
collec ted from va rious indi viduals. Thi s year Ed and Den ise have sta rted workin g o n Cychrran 
iguanas and they have developed procedures whi ch will di stin gui sh among diffe re nt populations. 
To date, they have data for ( \ dura 11. 1111hila, C. n. /e1<·isi, C. 11 . caynumcnsis, and C. c. corn/Ila. 
The techniques may prove in valuable for establi shin g subspec ific identit ies o f rn ptive individual s 
and resolving questi ons perta ining to pare nt age and degrees o f re latedness. Thi s in fo rmatio n will 
be o f vital imp,1rtance in helpin g to maintain Olll -hred capti ve populatio us. We wish the m the 
best o f luck on the ir inte restin g and important work . 

Blue Iguanas Ha tched in California 

David Blair of the Cycl ura Research Center reports the successful rcproducli n n in October 
of this year o f the Gra nd Cayman Blue Ig uan a, Cyc/11ra 1111/,i/11 /e rl'isi. T hi s is be lieved to he 
on ly the third institut ion to breed thi s subspec ies in ca ptivi ty. and it is the first time the Blue 
iguana has been hrcd in the U.S. ou tside nf l'l o ricla . /\ 101:r l of five secnnci -gene ration ha1c hl ings 
were prod uced from two ca pti ve-hatched fe111a lcs. T he eggs hatched in 7-1 - 77 clays aft er being 
inrn batcd at 30 C in damp ve nninrlite. /\II fi ve hatchlings appear In be completel y normal and 
are thri ving . The G rand Cay111an Blue Iguana is conside red to he c111c o f the rarest li z:trd s on 
Earth, w ith as fe w as several t.lo1.c 11 animals ex isting in the wild on Grand Cayman Isla nd . Briti sh 
West Indies. 

San Sah·ador Island Visited 

Society Vice President , Dav id Blair, toured the small , s:llellitc cays o f San Salvador Island 
in th e Bahamas coll ectin g data o n the sta tus of the Sa n Salvador Rock lgu:111 a (Cyc/11ra rilryi ). 
Ei ght days were spe nt 0 11 th e island and vic inity searchin g for iguanas in the scrub anci 
interviewing local s abo ut the iguanas. Cydum r. rilcvi is a beautiful. mottled iguanid that is 
sma ll er than man y other Cyc/11ra spec ies. It also has a limited d istri hutio n and is, there fo re, in 
a ra the r precario us state. The nex t issue of the Newsletter will ca rry a comple te repo rt of Dave's 
findin gs. 
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