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Adult female West Indian
Rock Iguana, Cyclura carinata
bartschi, on Booby Cay,
Bahamas. Photograph:
John Bendon
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Statement of Purpose

The International Iguana Society, Inc. operates as a non-profit, international
organization dedicated to the preservation of the biological diversity of
iguanas through habitat preservation, active conservation, research, captive
breeding and the dissemination of information.
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available at a cost of $6.00 including postage. Annual dues for The International
Iguana Society are $25.00 for individuals, $35.00 for foreign memberships,
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Write to:
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Big Pine Key, FL 33043

Solicitations
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photographs to accompany articles is encouraged.

Manuscripts based on original research are solicited to communicate recent
findings not only to other scientists but to the general public as well. We wish
to instill in our readers a greater appreciation for scientific research and a
better understanding of how it can contribute to the conservation of
threatened iguana populations or the well-being of captive specimens.
Research Articles will be subjected to peer review, and should be fairly
general in scope (i.e., manuscripts having extremely detailed theoretical or
statistical bases should be submitted to more appropriate journals). Manu-
scripts of any length will be considered, and must be accompanied by an
abstract of corresponding length. Authors can expect rapid turnaround time
for the reviews and quick publication of acceptable material. Research
articles will be cited as appearing in the Journal of the International Iguana
Saciety, and will be forwarded to the major citation and abstract journals.
Research Updates should be comparatively brief and written in non-technical
language. They will not be subjected to peer review. Submission of pho-
tographs to accompany research reports is encouraged.

All manuscripts must be typed, DOUBLE-SPACED, with 1" margins, on

814" % 11" paper, following a format like that shown in the most recent
issue of the journal. Original research articles must be submitted in triplicate.
If at all possible, manuscripts should be accompanied by a disk (32" or 51/a")
containing a word-processing file of the manuscript. We support most word-
processing applications in DOS, Windows, and Macintosh formats. Please
include file name, software name and version number on the disk; a hard
copy printout is still required. Send manuscripts to the Editor at Department
of Biological Sciences, Clemson University, 132 Long Hall, Clemson, SC
29643. Shorter articles, research updates, letters, and announcements may
also be submitted to the editor via e-mail (send to RRMNT@CLEMSON.EDU).
For any contribution, please include your name, address and phone number.

Authors of one page or more of print are entitled to five copies of the issue
in which their article appears. Reprints may be purchased upon request to
the editor.

Advertising Policy of Iguana Times

We advertise only non-living products (except feeder insects). All products have
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Mayaguana Blues

John Bendon

fter riding at high speed over choppy
seas to reach Booby Cay, I saw Cyclura
carinata bavtschi, out in the hot

Caribbean sunshine. There they were, same as
always, but now—how many remain?

17 March 1997

Amongst the great sprawl of the Bahamian
islands, way over to the south-cast, north-east of
the flamingo-populated isle of Inagua, sits the
little known island of Mayaguana, 25 miles (40
kilometers) long, 6 miles (10 kilometers) wide, at
about 22°N and 73°W. To the ecast of this sits a
small island known as Booby Cay, upon which
exist a small population of the West Indian Rock
Iguana, Cyclura cavinata bartschi. This is the only
known place on earth where they are found. Just
how many there are remains to be seen. The last
survey was carried out by David Blair (see [guana
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Times Vol. 1, #0), about 8 years ago. He saw a fair
number of iguanas (about 40), but even so, classed
them as very seriously endangered. Perhaps only
200 existed at that time, less than Cyclura rileyi
rileyi found in 1995 (J. Bendon, Iguana Times
Vol. 4, #4). The cay is 2000 meters long and 500
meters wide (14 miles x %4 mile) and iguanas were
only spotted on the western side in 1988. I'm
going there because nobody knows what has hap-
pened in the interim and it’s certainly time for
another look. It involves taking a boat from the
main settlement of Abraham’s Bay and travelling
about twenty miles east, a two hour journey for a
small, fast seacraft.

18 March 1997
When the next day dawned it was obvious that
I would not be going anywhere. Fierce winds and
showery squalls were doing their thing. So I chat-
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Large male, Cyclura carinata bartschi, in habitat on Booby Cay. Photograph: John Bendon



ted with the locals, as much information can be
gleaned from sitting on a front porch in the
Caribbean with local folk.

The first thing I learned was that the iguanas
on Booby Cay will eat small amounts of conch! I
was assured that the reptiles indeed still existed,
but I would have to see it for myself to believe it.
Apparently, when the fishermen go down that way,
they catch conch, extract it from the shell, and
leave it out to dry in the sun. Normally it is left out
quite high off the ground, not on rocks, perhaps
on tree branches or bushes. This is because the
moment their backs are turned iguanas rush out
from nowhere to steal and eat it! “Gwanas, dey
steal de conch!”

Usually on small islands the stories one hears
which sound like rumors are actually truths. One
local resident told me his uncle used to catch igua-
nas with a forked stick, pinning them to the
ground by their necks. He would then take them
back to the mainland, put them in a cage and, after
a few days would cook and cat them. Once, he
told me, two iguanas escaped and were wandering
around the immediate area for a few days. His
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Southern shore of Bocby Cay looking to the West and
Mayaguana. Photograph: John Bendon

=

B

uncle noticed that usually they got sick and died.
However if he kept them in cages and fed them,
they stayed healthy until he would kill and eat
them. He seemed to think that it was not possible
for them to live on the mainland of Mayaguana.
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I questioned him about the vegetation and dis-
covered that there are certain things growing on
the cay that don’t grow on the mainland. Maybe
they ate something that poisoned them. Perhaps
they were attacked by cats, or perhaps a more rea-
sonable explanation is that they were not in their
proper habitat. Nobody alive, apparently, has ever
seen them running around the mainland, even the
part just opposite Booby Cay (separated by water
just two feet deep and four hundred yards wide).
Another woman told me that when they were kids
they used to bring “gwanas” back from the cay
and set them free by the coastline away from the
town; but they always turned up dead, she said.
The other thing I discovered was that the
locals didn’t really understand anything about
conservation. When I suggested that a breeding
program might be needed, if there weren’t many
animals left, they asked, “what use are they, the
iguanas?” Apparently it didn’t matter to them if
the iguanas died out. It turns out they didn’t real-
ize that this subspecies exists only on Booby Cay.
They thought it would also occur elsewhere—in
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Adult gravid female. Photograph: John Bendon
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fact they thought that iguanas were iguanas wher-
ever they were—all the same species. They also
thought that iguanas and lizards were different
entitics. They knew the flamingoes were protected
by law and not to be touched, but were surprised
to hear that iguanas had the same status. This is
why it is up to us, the iguana-lovers, the I.1.S., and
the Bahamas National Trust to do the conserva-
tion work. This island is very remote, very poor,
and sparscly populated (about 500 people). Even
the two policemen I met had nothing much to do.

19 March 1997

I finally got out there, even though the sea was
a bit rough. I had to beat the weather and the
locals went out of their way to get me a boat and
a couple of fishermen who wanted to earn some
money “taking this gwana man to Booby Cay.”

After what I would call “the boat ride from
hell,” which in actual fact was quite exciting, as
well as a little dangerous, because of the waves,
they dropped me off and went fishing. I had about
six hours. As soon as I got onto the beach, a
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I-year-old grey iguana tripped lightly past me.
I didn’t realize it was an iguana at first, because 1
wasn’t expecting much from this trip—I feared
that they were, perhaps, extinct.

I went up over the dune that surrounded the
cay and stepped into another world. Walking
around, I found nothing. I thought, “None left?
Exterminated by cgg-cating rats? Starved out by
voracious goats?”

Then I heard the unmistakable snorting noises
that indicated iguanas. They cannot sweat through
their non-porous skin and so they snort salty water
through their nostrils. I stood very still. Suddenly a
bush rustled and a female iguana ran out. Next, a
large male came charging out after her and they
both disappeared into another bush, which shook
violently. Everywhere I went, I disturbed lizards of
all sizes.

After a while I sat on the ground to get out
the camera and eat a sandwich. After a few minutes
I noticed a female sunning herself. She must have
been there all the time. I wanted to get some pho-

Large male, Cyclura carinata bartschi, retreats into habitat on Booby Cay. Photograph: John Bendon
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tos and so I crept nearer and nearer while she, in
accordance, crept away. I broke off some bread
and threw it her way. Iguanas seem to have a pen-
chant for bread even when they’ve never scen it
before. This one was no exception and came near-
er to eat it. [ laid a trail towards my lunch-rock,
then went back and sat there with the camera. The
creature ended up two feet away and looked up at
me. [ got some really good shots.

One male that I saw was about two and a halft
feet long and had enormous jowls with large
round scales on them. He posed for me for quite
a while. His color was basically grey, no stripes,
white spines on the crest, dull yellow to orange
tail, the jowls being pinkish white. The best female
I saw was much the same, but with much smaller
jowls and crest spines. None of these animals,
upon spotting me, compressed themselves lateral-
ly. T obviously was not a threat, which led me to
believe that they were easy to catch. I did not try
this—I had no desire to do so—it was just nice to
see them operating in their natural environment.
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Cephalocereus bahamensis,
Columnar Cactus on Booby

Cay (right). Photograph:
John Bendon

Opuntia Millspaughii (right),
is a cactus limited to distribu-

tion in the southern Bahamas.
Photograph: John Bendon

The flora of Booby Cay is actually more
similar to the vegetation of the Turks and
Cacios Islands. Melocactus sp, Turks Cap
Cactus (right) is not found in the central

and northern Bahamas. Photograph:
John Bendon
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I found no rat droppings and saw no rats, but
spotted a few grey anoles. The few goats on the
cay were on the opposite side of the lake from the
lizards.

Goats are put on the cay by Mayaguana resi-
dents to avoid having to build fences, although it
seems a long way to come to do this. The settle-
ment at Abraham’s Bay is overrun with the noisy
creatures, who jump up onto cars. They are put on
the cay to fatten them up for cating. Every now
and then, a resident comes along and removes a
couple of them for the dinner table. Then some-
one else comes along and puts one or two back
there. So the very small population goes up and
down, but never steadily increases. This is a lot
better than was thought—that there was a large
breeding herd there. This is not true.

Where I found iguanas, I found little evidence
of destruction of habitat. I saw plenty of room for
the animals to live and reproduce, although there
is a physical limit as to how many iguanas can occu-
py a certain square footage. They occupy much
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Adult female in habitat on Booby Cay. Photograph: John Bendon
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more than just the western part of the island, as was
assumed in the last survey, perhaps because the lake
was smaller. The vegetation on the cay is quite var-
icd; there appears to be plenty to cat. It includes
Opuntia cactus, but unfortunately it seems to be
afflicted with the same predator found in San Sal-
vador, home of Cyclura rilevi rileyi, the larvac of
the South American moth Cactoblastis cactorum,
and scems to be cay-wide. Curiously, I saw no such
infestation on the mainland.

I watched the iguanas go about their daily
business for a long time, and although I saw only
46 individuals, I heard lots of snorting coming
trom bushes and under rocks. I am convinced that
there are many more than I saw.

20 March 1997
Before leaving, I spoke with three school-
teachers on Mayaguana, promising to send them
photographs of my visit to Booby Cay. I asked
them to teach their students about the iguanas out
there, and the fact that they are something unique
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Scalation rendering of female Cyclura carinata bartschi. Hiustration: John Bendon

that they should be proud of, and that they should

be left there, and indeed be left alone. List of Iguanas Spotted on
] Booby Cay, Mayaguana, Bahamas,
Conclusion 17-20 March, 1997
The trip out there was exhausting, but I
returned confident that these creatures, the last of Adults: 23, including
their species, were not dying out, but living happi- 2 large males

ly and healthily in the environment that they know,

; Babies (6 months old?): 9
as they always have done. There is another sub-

species, C. ¢. carinatn, that lives in the Turks and Yearlings
Caicos Islands fifty miles to the southeast, and it (18 months old?): £l
prompts me to think that, cons ago, some of them 3- to 4-year-olds: o
somehow floated over to Booby Cay and became
x ; fh, S S ravid Females: 3

the Cyclura cavinata known as bartschi. iy

Whatever happened, I’'m glad they are there. Total Seen: 46

=3 2 - ~ - 1 3 i 1 &
thn I’'m back h(_mlu, and thinking ot. the trip, I Probably Exist: 200
will be happy knowing that there are iguanas on L .
Booby Cay—in their prime, running around and Plus Babies: 30 (estimate)

living without too much threat. Live long and Possible Total: 230
prosper, Cyclura carvinata bavtschi. g
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Conservation and Research Project:
Utila Iguana

Gunther Kéhler

Introduction

he Utila spiny-tailed iguana is a large

' iguanid (210 mm SVL) that only occurs
on the small Caribbean island of Utila

(Islas de Bahia, Honduras). On this island its dis-
tribution is limited to the mangrove swamps,
which cover approximately one-third of the island.
After the rediscovery of C. bakeriin 1994 (Kéhler

1994 a,b, 1995a), initial rescarch revealed that this
species is threatened with extinction. Estimates of

Adult male Ctenosaura bakeri, basks on a dead tree limb. Photograph: Gunther Kohler

the population size did not exceed several hundred
animals. An additional danger to the survival of the
species is that the population appears to consist
mainly of adult males, while females and juveniles
were rarely observed. The main reason for the
drastic reduction of the iguana population on Utila
is doubtlessly the intensive hunting pressure by the
local community. Preferably, locals follow gravid
females to the place where they deposit their eggs,
in order to obtain the prized iguana eggs. There-
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fore, the main focus of this conservation program
is to keep the local people from hunting the igua-
nas. The enforcement of a year-round ban on
hunting, as well as a broad education and infor-
mation program for the local community are defi-
nite and important steps in the right direction.
Additional goals of the project are the investiga-
tion of the natural history and reproduction of the
Utila-iguana as well as the protection of its natur-
al habitat. Also, a survey of the entire herpetofau-
na of Utila has been started (Kohler 1995b,c,
1996a).

Results from 1996
In 1996, scientific research and conservation
measures for the project were carried out during two

visits to the island (April 1-30, and 15 September to
9 October).

Photograph. Gunther Kéhler

Thanks to the year-round ban on hunting and
the presence of local and foreign iguana conserva-
tionists on Utila, the hunting pressure on the Utila-
iguana was reduced during 1995 and 1996. Bill
Bodden, emploved for the project as a full time
wildlife ranger since March 1996, is a definite asset
to the protection of C. bakeri. His motivation and
his friendly, problem-solving way of dealing with the
people that enter the domain of the Utila-iguana are
an invaluable factor in the success of our activities
on the island.

Public presentation of the spanish version of the TV-documentary “La Iguana de Utila.”
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A direct result of the reduced hunting pressure
on the iguana population can be seen in the
increase of juvenile iguanas in July/August 1995
and September 1996, as compared to 1994. Our
activities have clearly made it possible for more
female iguanas to bury their eggs undisturbed and
thus to reproduce.

In 1995, a camera crew of the German public
television channel Stidwestfunk accompanied the
research and conservation team on their assign-
ments. This resulted in a high quality documentary,
both in content and visually, that was broadcasted
in two 30 minute programs in March 1996 in the
serics “Abenteuer Uberleben (Adventure Sur-
vival).” As was agreed upon ecarlier, the Stidwest-
funk also produced a Spanish version of this docu-
mentary which was presented to the people of
Utila in September 1996. Since that date, it has
been broadcast several
times on both of the
island’s TV channels.
The reactions of the
local people were very
positive, in general. The
continuous  informa-
tion and education on
the uniqueness, signifi-
cance, and rarity of the
Utila-iguana as well as
the necessity of conser-
vation measures, going
on for over three years
now, clearly has had
its effects. Because the
local community has
been closely involved
with the project from
the beginning, it has
not only made the peo-
ple realize the significance of C. bakeri, it has actu-
ally made more and more people proud of this
animal that only lives on their island!

The scientific rescarch on habitat, natural his-
tory, and reproduction of the Utila-iguana was
continued in 1996. Additionally, the veterinarian
Peter Ammerman examined the health of two free-
living iguanids (Ctenosaura bakeri and Ilguana
iguana) as part of his Ph.D. dissertation. His re-
search included parasitology (endo- and ectopara-
sites), hematology (cytology and clinical-chemical



12 Iguana Times

blood parameters), and virology. The results of this
study, the so-called ‘normal values’ form an impor-
tant basis for the medical care of iguanid popula-
tions living in captivity.

The survey of the herpetofauna of Utila has
resulted in addition of nine species to the known
herpetotauna of this island, including the descrip-
tion of two new species of anoles (Kohler
1996b,c). Although not as many undescribed
species and first records for Utila are to be expect-
¢d in next couple of years, the herpetotaunal list
for the island is still incomplete. For example, a
small hylid frog (Hyla microcephala [?]) and a
large, brown terrestrial snake were sighted but
could not be collected. Additionally, the local
people have on several occasions reported on
“green, slow-moving arboreal lizards with a
crown” (Lacmanctus sp. ?) and “red frogs” (2).

Further plans and perspectives

The continuous ban on hunting, from now on
also enforced year-round, has already resulted in a
slightly better population status for C. bakers. This
is in a large part the result of the trustworthiness
of the wildlife ranger that was employed by the
project. However, there is also some less positive
news from Glenn Pedersen (in lit. February 1997),
who reports that “more mainlanders are coming
to the island every day to live oft the island’s
wildlife.” For strict enforcement of the ban on
hunting, it is vital that more than one wildlife
ranger guard the critical areas. If funding is
assured, a second ranger will be employed starting
March 1997.

In the annual report of 1995, the importance
of a permanent research and breeding station on
Utila was stressed. At present, the chances that the
funding for the entire project will allow us to real-
ize this station this year, scem hopeful. However,
since tourism on Utila has boomed in the last cou-
ple of years, no time should be wasted in imple-
menting conservation measures if we want to save
the unique flora and fauna of this island. The sta-
tion will be a base for researchers and conserva-
tionists and it will also facilitate an in-situ breeding
program for C. bakeri. By educating and guiding
tourist groups, the station car. help in generating
tunds for financing the conservation project in the
long term. One of the members of the project,
Miss Elke Blinn, will be a full-time resident of
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Bill Bodden, employed for the project since March 1996,
as a full-time wildlife ranger, is a definite asset to the
protection of C bakeri. His friendly way of dealing with
people that enter the domain of the Utila iguana are an
invaluable factor in the success of our activities on the
island. Photograph: Gunther Kdhler

Utila starting April 1997. She will be responsible
for the local implementation of the projects’ goals
and objectives.

Furthermore, we intend to organize two annu-
al project-related tours, each lasting two weeks, for
anyone interested (Kohler 1996d). These tours will
lead naturalists to Utila and selected areas on the
mainland of Honduras, for which they will each
contribute approximately US $375, to the Con-
servation and Research Project Utila Iguana. Dur-
ing these tours, the participants will not only expe-
rience the project, the island of Utila, and the
different habitats of Central America, at the same
time they will also contribute to the protection of
an extraordinary and almost extinct animal.

At present, the preparations for the Utila 1997
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field trips are in full swing. Between mid-March
and late April, European and Honduran rescar-
chers will again join hands in examining the biol-
ogy of the Utila-iguana, and in developing further
education and conservation measures, in order to
ensure the survival of this species. In August 1997
a second group of people will visit Utila to start
construction on the rescarch and breeding station,
that is, it funding will be assured by then.

In retrospect, the combined experiences with
the project are extremely positive. The extensive
support from the people of Utila and from various
organizations, both German and foreign, gives a
positive outlook on the long term survival of the
Utila spiny-tailed iguana and the numerous unique
plants and animals of Utla. A permanent station on
the island, as planned, would significantly increase
the effectiveness and control of our efforts.
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BEXX

Captive Care of the Green Iguana

Scimitar Film Productions, North Somerset, UK. 1996.
Written by Dr. Adam Britton and Melissa Kaplan.
Presented by David Woodland. 70 minutes {color).

From the opening scenes of iguanas that appear
to be in their natural habitat in the tropics, the viewer
is immediately impressed that this video is a piece of
art. Indeed, the quality of the video is apparent
throughout. The photography is superb, the writing
excellent, and the graphics and special effects well
done. Experts are interviewed throughout the video,
with careful attention given to every detail. Although
somewhat lengthy at 70 minutes, the production is a
pleasure to watch. Most important of all, the authors
who wrote most of the text are exceptionally well-
informed and provide an abundance of interesting
and accurate information.

In the introduction, the viewer is warned about
the difficultics of keeping iguanas and reminded that
they will grow to become large animals. Only those
who are serious about keeping an iguana in good
health should consider keeping one as a pet. Informa-
tion is then presented in six sections, cach lasting
roughly ten minutes.

In “Obtaining an Iguana,” criteria are given for
selection of a young, healthy animal. Captve-bred
animals, though scarce and more expensive, are consid-
ered preferable to those from the wild. Advice is offered
on transportation of the pet, handling, taking the pet to
a vet, and on early acclimation and taming. In the
section on “Accommodations,” the owner is urged to
plan ahead to allow for rapid growth of the iguana.
Detailed information is provided on cage dimensions,
heating, lighting, cleaning and use of plants in the cage.
The examples of cages shown were highly attractive
and appealing, which hopefully will inspire owners to
provide the best home possible for their pet.

The “Feeding and Diet” section is particularly
detailed, with excellent advice on giving a balanced
diet. The importance of herbivory and diversity in the
dict are stressed, and a recipe for a balanced dict is
offered. Vitamin and calcium supplementation is
recommended, though with appropriate cautions.
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The basics of intestinal fermentation (via bacteria and
nematodes) are explained and the hazards of excess
animal protein in the diet are discussed. “General
Care” is just that; misting, cleaning and claw-clipping
are described, as well as giving the iguana a daily bath.

The segment on “Breeding” was amusing because
Roger Lamb says it’s so easy and simple. He then goes
on to show the construction of an elaborate egg laying
chamber and a sophisticated incubator. It all seemed
pretty high tech and a lot of work. In reality, the
process could be greatly simplified. We were also
amused to learn that male iguanas often express interest
in female humans during stages of their menstrual
cycle. Although skeptical at first, our correspondence
with colleagues suggests there is compelling evidence
tor this during both ovulation and menstruation.
Controlling the photoperiod was emphasized by Lamb.
As with birds and mammals, which respond to increas-
ing daylength during spring, changes in temperature
are also important for stimulating breeding in reptiles,
though rainfall or humidity may exert an influence.
Lastly, the eggs that were shown shortly after being
laid appeared to be somewhat dehydrated.

The final topic, “Health Care,” offers uscful
advice from Stephen Divers, D.V.M., on metabolic
bone disease (from inadequate nutrition or uv
lighting), chronic renal disease (from excessive animal
protein in the diet), egg retention and both external
and internal parasites. Surprising to us, there was no
mention of salmonellosis here or elsewhere in the
video. Some of the visual aids, such as before and after
x-rays of an egg-bound female iguana that underwent
surgery, were particularly interesting.

Because the video was made in Britain, the
pronunciation of some words, particularly “vitamin”
and “iguana,” may come across as amusing to Ameri-
cans and Canadians. Further evidences of the British
way of life include prices expressed in pounds and a
steering wheel on the right side of a car. Nevertheless,
keeping iguanas in any country offers similar chal-
lenges, and it 1s refreshing to be reminded that cultures
clsewhere have much in common with our own.

The most disturbing aspect of the video, however,
reflects the powerful influence of commercialism in
our own country. To market the video in the U.S.,

a large distributor (Ocean Nutrition) insisted that a
statement be added to the feeding and diet section
that condones commercial iguana foods as an appro-
priate substitute for the fresh foods diet recommended
(this statement was not present in the UK version

we viewed that was kindly loaned to us by Melissa
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Kaplan). The producer added the comment with
neither the permission nor knowledge of the authors,
who disagree with the statement.

Regardless, the video is extremely well done and
offers a wealth of information and advice. Novices and
experts alike will be sure to want this video, not just for
the benefit of their pets, but for pure watching pleasure
as well. A pleasant surprise will also greet members of
IS at the very end: the address of the International
[guana Society is provided, much to our appreciation.

Green Iguanas: The Video Guide to Care
and Breeding

Hardin Productions, Dallas, Texas, USA. 1994.
Witten by Brian J. Hardin. 60 minutes (color).

This video is of high quality and it is obvious that
a lot of work and planning went into its production.
Its goal is to present the viewer with facts to assist
with the captive care and breeding of the “pet of the
trendy set” (as quoted from the Los Angeles Times).
Unfortunately this videco contains serious errors that
cause it to fall short of its goal and could lead to
inappropriate care by new iguana owners.

Atter a brief mtroduction during which the viewer
is told that nine out of ten pet iguanas die in their first
year, the commentator describes how to get started by
purchasing a good book on iguana care, acquiring a
satisfactory cage, and choosing a knowledgeable
veterinarian. The next section describes how to build an
ample-sized cage. Advice is offered on cage substrates,
cleaning, misting, heating, lighting and the housing of
two or more iguanas together. Next, the attributes of a
healthy iguana are discussed to help one select the best
pet available, preferably a young one. This 1s followed
by details on maintaining your pet’s health, with an
emphasis on avoiding metabolic bone discase, the
“number one killer” of pet iguanas. During a lengthy
discourse on providing a nutritious diet, emphasis is
given to preparing a fresh, diverse salad of vegetables.
In the section on handling, safety guidelines are
appropriately mentioned as is the need for good
hygiene to avoid salmonella infection. Tips on breeding
are offered next, along with some interesting shots of
iguanas doing what any animal instunctively knows to
do well—except for the one that attempts to mate a toy
iguana! With the concluding remarks, some charming
scenes are shown, such as an iguana pulling aside the
covers of a bed to sleep beneath them.

Despite the well-organized and highly informative
presentation, the video has its detractions, From the
very first scene of a harness-restrained iguana on a
stroll outdoors, it quickly becomes apparent that
much of the footage was taken from the homes and
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yards of highly devoted iguana lovers. This, unfortu-
nately, lends a “home video” quality to the produc-
tion, and one quickly gets the impression that if you
truly love your iguana, you will offer it not just an
attractive cage but the full room as well—if not the
entire home. Many of the graphics also are crudely
drawn and seem unnecessary to illustrate a point.

Throughout the video a number of individuals
are interviewed, including a wildlife biologist, a ver,
an animal trainer and a handful of owners. Their often
unpolished performance and distracting background
visuals suggest that the video could have benefitted
from better planning.

Of more concern are some of the misleading
statements sprinkled throughout the video. For
example, the viewer is told that the diet should
contain animal protein (20% for juveniles; 5% for
adults) and suggests that this be provided by monkey
chow, dog food or certified pesticide-free insects.
Scientists, however, have aptly demonstrated that
green iguanas in their natural home are near-exclusive
herbivores throughout their life (reviewed by W.
Hayes, 1996, Iguana Times 4(3):48-49). The video
even shows an iguana swallowing a neonatal mouse,
which may have difficulty passing through the valves
of the anterior colon that apparently facilitate diges-
tion of plant material. The video also states that if
there is insufficient time to research the nutritional
balance of the dict you prepare, your pet should be
weaned onto a commercial iguana diet that is “more
likely” to be nutritionally complete. In reality, most
commercial diets are probably inadequate in both
nutrition and fiber. It one does not have time to
prepare an appropriate vegetable diet, then they
should not own an iguana.

Furthermore, short shrift is given to full-spectrum
light bulbs, which can be important especially in
northern climates for providing uv radiation, necessary
for vitamin D synthesis. The video claims that full-
spectrum lighting may bring out the animal’s colors
but is unlikely to emit sutficient uv wavelengths to be
of any benefit to the animal. Vitamin D supplementa-
tion is offered as the best alternative to natural sunlight.
However, a properly designed lighting system, with
bulbs less than 12 inches from the lizard’s basking spot
for 10-14 hours a day, can indeed provide sufticient UV
for those who cannot offer access to sunlight for their
iguanas. As the video admits, over supplementation of
vitamins and minerals can, in fact, be detrimental.

Despite these concerns, the video does ofter
considerable information that is accurate as well as
entertaining. Nevertheless, we’d be more enthusiastic
about recommending it if the producers would release
an updated version without the misleading statements.
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Inside the Labyrinth
Why Numbers of Iguana Imports Do Not Add Up

Melissa Kaplan
melissk@sonic.net
http:/iwww.sonic.net/~melissk/

Opening Cans of Worms

It has long puzzled many of us observers of the
pet trade in the U.S. that the numbers of imported
reptiles being sold in the U.S. were greater than the
numbers that one was able to get from LEMIS, the
U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s (FWS) data report-
ing system. For example, in a recent article in The
Bridge, Paula Morris quoted a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife inspector as stating that the number of
iguanas imported in 1996 was 238,000,

I spoke to a FWS wildlife inspector and found
out that, for the same year, Columbia had CITES
approval to export 700,000 green iguanas, and
Guyana approval for 840,000. Even given the fact
that not all exported iguanas end up in the Unit-
ed States, the vast majority of them do, and
238,000 is quite a bit ditferent from 1.5 million.

CITES Export Quotas

Countries who are signatory to CITES (Con-
vention for International Trade in Endangered
Species) and who are exporting wild-caught ani-
mals and plants are required to file their annual
proposals for exports of those species with the
CITES Secretariat. The proposals are supposedly
reflective of the numbers of those plants and ani-
mals covered under CITES which can be harvest-
ed without adversely affecting the remaining wild
populations. However, as Bruce Weisgold, of the
FWS Office of Management Authority relates,
quotas can be based on criteria in no way relating
to the maintenance of sustainable wild popula-
tions. For example, Indonesia’s quotas on reptiles
arc based on adding a small amount to the total
numbers of animals exported the previous year.
Other countries may base their quotas on what the
anticipated maximum number of plants or animals
that the ranches or farms may be expected to rea-
sonably produce.

Since CITES is concerned with the threat to
wild populations, the trade in captive bred CITES
IT animals and plants are of little concern to them

since their trade does not aftect wild populations,
aside from founder stock removed from the wild
for breeding purposes. (The captive breeding of
critically endangered CITES I plants and animals,
however, opens a huge can of worms that is con-
fusing even to those charged with administering
the CITES and related management programs, as
it gets into commercial and noncommercial use of
live plants and animals and animal parts.) Techni-
cally, countries claiming to export only “farmed”
or “ranched” iguanas do not have to submit their
quotas to CITES for approval. However, most
countries exporting green iguanas (and other live
reptiles and reptile skins) are thought—some
known—to be laundering wild-caught iguanas,
often with the knowledge of their governments. El
Salvador, whose government quietly admits it
knows that its “farmers” are exporting wild igua-
nas along with their ranched ones, shrugs and says
it can do nothing to control it...yet, since they
claim to be exporting only captive hatched igua-
nas, they are not required to file annual quotas
with CITES. The CITES Secretariat warned all
signatory countries to CITES to not deal in
CITES wildlife trade with Nicaragua due to the
fact that Nicaragua had so stripped their wild pop-
ulations (including exporting heavily parasited,
sick, and injured wild-caught adults iguanas) that
their exports could no longer be sustained. Appar-
ently, we have to wait for the same to happen in El
Salvador before anything will be done there.
Some countries, such as Mexico, just do not
have the funds to pay biologists and law enforce-
ment personnel to survey wild populations to be
able to find out what, it any, export levels their coun-
try can sustain. There is a similar lack of funding to
support monitoring of wildlife shipments, so these
countries have simply closed their doors to wildlife
export—Ilegal wildlite export, that is. Wild-caught
animals are still laundered throughout Central and
South American countries, smuggled over ill-pro-
tected borders into countries that are exporting,.
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Enter the Labyrinth

CITES also gets information from countries
importing plants and animals. In the United
States, the FWS has their data system, LEMIS,
which collects information on imports. U.S. Cus-
toms also has ABI, their data system used by Cus-
toms personnel and import brokers. By law, Cus-
toms is to upload the data they collect on wildlife
imports to the LEMIS system. This data upload-
ing is being done on a regular basis. The com-
bined data in the LEMIS system are used to report
data to CITES. However, if a private citizen or
organization requests LEMIS data, what they get
is only the data collected directly by FWS. The
dara will not include figures collected by Customs
and uploaded from their system to LEMIS.

This means that any agency or individual try-
ing to get information on just the numbers of
plants or animals imported into the U.S. is getting
data not reflective of what is actually coming in.

When asked about this, FWS said that they are
currently bound by the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) to release only their data. Customs,
which, like the FWS law enforcement division that
collects and disseminates data, is technically a law
enforcement agency. They refuse to release data to
any individual or organization. This is, apparently,
not based on their law enforcement status but by
their claim that to release such information violates
trade secrets.

As it is, the data collected by Customs in their
ABI system does not include all the information
FWS needs for its LEMIS system, and it includes
information they do not need. FWS is going to try
to surmount this problem by inputting data from
a paper form that is already required to be filed by
all importers, whether or not the importers or
their customs brokers file directly with the ABI sys-
tem. An indirect benefit to organizations and indi-
viduals doing research in this area will be that the
figures they will be able to obtain from FWS/
LEMIS under the FOIA will represent the actual
numbers of the plant or animal imported.

When talking with FWS officials in Los Anggeles,
San Francisco and their headquarters in Virginia, I
found all of them to have rather strong feelings
(generally of frustration and political wariness)
about the interfacing of the systems and data
access. The law enforcement inspectors and officials
couched their words most diplomatically, but it is
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significant, perhaps, that no one agreed to let me
identify him or her by name.

Blackmail

One concern expressed by the FWS law
enforcement official in Virginia was that there have
been some mutterings by organizations or indi-
viduals who have talked about suing Customs to
obtain access to the wildlife import data. Customs
may lose such a suit, which would mean that they
would have to release the import figures. The
trouble, he says, is that if Customs wins, not only
will they not have to release their data, but FWS
will no longer be able to release their own LEMIS
data to comply with the Customs position—that
release of such data constitutes violation of trade
secrets.

This opens up as many questions as it answers.
We now know why the figures released publicly
from LEMIS do not match actual imports. But
what is it in the data that constitutes “trade” pro-
tection? Since countries must apply to export
CITES plants and animals, apart from any quotas
applied for with the CITES Secretariat, and their
export permits must contain the exact numbers of
plants and animals, by species, who is being
harmed by these data being released? The names
of importers and exporters are not part of the data
released. Not all of the data entered into the
LEMIS system or into the new and improved
LEMIS II system are or will be released to the
public. Some of the data are proprictary and con-
fidential, but not all of it needs to be. So, one
wonders why Customs feels it must protect all of
its data, cven those items related to the monitor-
ing of protected species and having nothing to do
with protecting trade interests, just the monitoring
of protected species.

Cyberlinks
If anyone is interested in finding out more about
Customs, FWS, CITES, and the trade in wildlife,
information can be obtained on- and offline from
the following agencies and organizations:

U.S. Customs

1301 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington DC 20229
202-927-1210

http: / /www.customs.ustreas.gov,/
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Division of Law Enforcement
P.O. Box 3247

Arlington, VA 22203-3247
703-358-1949
http://www.fws.gov/

CITES Secretariat

15 Chemin de Anemones
Case Postale 456
CH-1219 Chatalaine
Geneva, Switzerland

41 (22)979 91 39

http: / /www.unep.ch
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World Wildlite Fund

1250 Twenty-tourth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

(202) 293-4800

http: / /www.panda.org

World Conservation Union (IUCN)
IUCN/US

1400 16th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20036
202-797-5454

http: / /www.iucn.org

Mood Swings for Iguanas

Musician and songwriter Stevie Legend seems
to have a passion for something in addition to
music—iguanas. Besides being pictured on the
back cover of his CD, Mood Swings, with two of his
iguanid friends, he is also responsible for the illus-
tration on the front cover. Legend has also decid-
ed to donate part of the proceeds from the sales of
the CD to the International Iguana Society, as stat-
ed on the back cover.

The following is an excerpt from a recent
review of the CD:

“With the excep-
tion of an occasional rif
or two, there is nothing
bluesy about Stevie
Legend’s first solo CD
release Mood Swings. As
a consummate key-
boardist with a reputa-
tion for strong R&B/
Jazz performance, this
full 10-picce eftort is in
stark contrast and clear-
ly represents another
side  of the man’s
diverse talents. Mood
Swings is an all instru-
mental work and with
the exception of some
guitar and percussion

4. Mood Swings 7:13
5. Banfair \
£ ¥ ¥
6. Waking Up 354 »
7. Sheilals Song 7:13  #
8. Ok Marsh Drive 355
er'¢ Song #The

6

work on three of the cuts, is performed entirely by
Legend using piano, organ, bass guitar and syn-
thesizers.”

If you’re unable to find a copy in vour local
music store, you can order it by mail. Send a check
or money order for $10.00 + $3.50 for shipping
and handling to:

Iguana Face Productions

P.O. Box 5831

Hilton Head Island, SC 29938

(803) 681-0317

1. Nanny's Song 5:25
2. Night Whispers 6:16
3. Morning Whispers 546

All permission for usé of
miggie god art-work, contast: &

m—
Aguana Face Praductions
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YOUTH IN SCIENCE

The following research article was submitted to us by an 8th grade student from Gretna, Louisiana. It was

originally entered as a science project at her school, and, we are told, “the judges were fascinated” by it. The
International Iguana Society would like to congratulate and thank this future scientist for her enthusiasm and
interest in iguanas and wish her success in her new career.

The Green Iguana in Captivity:

Do Iguanas Have the Ability to Adapt to
Common Envivonmental Stimuli?

Jane Cagle

Introduction

This was a project dealing with the common
Green Iguana. The point was to prove that igua-
nas can adapt to common noises and color. Basi-
cally there were two parts to my experiment. An
Auditory Response part and a Color Response
part (visual). For the color response part I used
cloths and for the Auditory part I used a cassette
tape with various sounds on it. The point I want-
ed to make is that I believe my hypothesis (“I
think iguanas have the ability to adapt to changes
in their environment™) is correct.

My project included 2 five and a half foot
long iguanas. What I had hoped to achieve in this
project is that I wanted to test them and see if they
adapted to different colors and sounds.

The procedure I did is as follows: T did the
Color Response test with different colored cloths
such as bright red, metallic aqua, etc. I tested 9 dif-
terent colors with them altogether. When they
liked a color, they did not respond with any kind
of enthusiasm. In other words, they just looked at
it. However, when they did not like a color, they
became stressed. When becoming stressed they
had these symptoms: pupil dilation, the dewlap
being out, heavy breathing, leaning to one side
and wild cyes.

For my experiment, the iguanas were known
as Subject A and Subject B. Subject A was a 3 year
old male who was 5 and a half feet long and 8 Ibs.
Subject B was a 4 year old female who was 5 and
a half feet long and weighed 9 Ibs. When they
were tested with colors, they responded slowly in
the beginning, but more easily towards the end.
The first color they encountered was hot pink.
This alarmed Subject A the first couple of days, but
the last recorded result was that he was mildly

stressed instead of extremely stressed. As for Sub-
ject B, she started out with almost no stress at all!

Another color they experienced was dark blue.
Although it is a dull color, it still frightened Sub-
ject A. Subject B pretty much had no stress. In my
opinion of the two, I think Subject A was a little
more nonrelaxed. When he was bought 3 years
ago, he had been wild and since then he has not

male green iguana, weighing in at 8 Ibs. Photograph:
Florence Cagle
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changed. Subject B, on the other hand, had been
a stressful specimen, but adjusted better.

The next cloth material was grey fur. Subject
A didn’t mind this and Subject B had many writ-
ten as “no stress.” The next color choice was
Bright vellow. Subject A of course did not like this,
but Subject B was stressed—she tried to bite it.
There really is one solution for this: iguanas like
bananas, especially Subject B. She probably mis-
took the brightly colored hue for a banana.

Another color was emerald green. Subject A
surprisingly did not show any stress towards this
color. Subject B also had “no stress” on her part of
the chart.

An interesting color tested on them was metal-
lic aqua. Subject A was mildly stressed at this color,
while Subject B was extremely stressed. Although
not every color is listed, this is just a brief summa-
ry of what my experiment was like for the Color
Response.

The other part of my project consists of
sounds. This is my Auditory Response chart. The
same subjects that were in the Color Response
chart participated in this section. The following
tested were different sounds such as songs, and
other common noises.

One of these sounds was rap/R&B. Both of
the subjects listened to the wacky, sultry group,
Salt & Pepa. Neither Subject A, nor Subject B
liked this selection of sound. I think they didn’t
like it because to them it probably had a negative
tune, and created much confusion with the rap-
ping and the bass being so loud.

The next selection picked out for them was
country music sung by Merl Haggard. They also
did not like this piece. There was a steel guitar in
the song that they did not show much interest
toward. Besides both of the iguanas reactions they
got used to the sounds pretty well.

Out of all the selections, I would have to say
that opera was their favorite. They made no
attempt to stick out their dewlap and had no pupil
dilation. They pretty much sat on their cages and
acted natural.

Other than these sounds, there were some
sounds that Subject A did not get used to. The
sound that he never adjusted to was the sound of
a weed wacker. Every time this sound was played
he would run under the couch. He wasn’t
stressed, but he was merely trying to save himself
from the dreadful noisc. This, T believe, proves

that iguanas in captivity can adjust to sounds and
colors. Therefore, my hypothesis was accurate: 1
think iguanas have the ability to adapt to changes
in their environment. In conclusion iguanas are
considered to be intelligent animals.

Materials and Procedure

Materials:
Cloth (different colors)
Audio tape (cassette)
Tape player
Two 5 and a half foot long, green iguanas
Data book

Procedure:

1st step: Color: I showed the specimens the
colored cloths. Auditory: 1 made them listen to
different sounds on the cassette.

2nd step: Color: 1 copied down both of the
responses in my data book. Awuditory: same as color.

3rd step: I rearranged all my information into
one whole report.

Conclusion

In my conclusion, I would like to say that I
agree with my hypothesis 100%. I pretty much
proved that iguanas do have the ability to adjust to
their surroundings. I proved that once exposed to
different colors and sounds, the iguanas would
eventually get used to seeing and hearing the same
things every day.

Results

As it turned out, my results agreed with my
hypothesis. Iguanas can adjust to their surround-
ings. The male iguana just did not adjust to a cou-
ple of things but the female did fine. Even though
the male did not pass every test, he still did well.
My honest opinion is that females are casier to
work with and it is a well known fact that temales
are easier to train because I trained my female
iguana to go to the bathroom on newspaper like
a dog.

Note: If Jane looks familiar to you, there's a good reason—
this isn't her first appearance in Iguana Times. A photo-
graph of her sitting with a friend accompanied an article

in Volume 3, Number 1, March 1994 (page 20).
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Ecuador Urged
to Maintain
Order in
Galapagos

The World Wide Fund
For Nature called on the
Ecuadorean government to
guarantee the rule of law
and the safety of personnel
and researchers in the
Galapagos Islands, after a
National Park employee
was shot in the stomach
following a week of unrest
due to a government crack
down on illegal sca
cucumber harvesting,.

Park warden Julio Lopez
was shot in the abdomen
March 19 while participat-
ing in the inspection of

an illegal sea cucumber-
processing camp on the
western coast of Isabela
Island. According to a
Galapagos National Park
press release, the inspecting
party was attacked by a
group of approximately

20 heavily armed men
who opened fire on the
wardens, wounding Lopez
in the stomach. He was last
reported in serious but
stable condition.

The attack follows a series
of incidents that have
tarnished the image of
Ecuador’s main tourist
attraction in recent times.
On March 16, a party held
in a bar by local officials to
celebrate the new indepen-
dent administrative status of
Isabela island was abruptly
brought to an end when
masked men assaulted

the group, injured a bar
employee and threatened
to kill the caprain of a park
patrol boat.

On March 6, a fishing boat
was captured oft the coast
of Isabela with an illegal
cargo of about 40,000 sea
cucumbers, worth approxi-
mately $200,000. The
seizure of the fishing boat
was the first ever since the
government outlawed

sea cucumber extraction

in 1995.

Iguana Times

“It is totally inadmissible
that lawless acts of this
nature should happen

in a place with such an
international profile like
Galapagos,” said Teodoro
Bustamante, Executive
Director of Fundacion
Natura, the Ecuadorean
associate of WWE, “If
things are going to be
kept under control, the
government must make

it a priority to continue
the trend of successtul
enforcement it has had in
recent times and apply all
the weight of the law on
the people responsible for
these acts.”

One of the world’s most
renowned natural protected
arcas and a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, the
Galapagos Islands have
been in a state of unde-
clared emergency ever since
the Ecuadorean govern-
ment abolished non-
artisanal fishing around the
wildlife-rich islands early

in 1995, after a legal sea
cucumber harvesting trial
quota was repeatedly
violated by hundreds

of boats lured from the
mainland by the creatures’
high international market
price. Following the
decision, groups of the
angry newcomers reacted
by holding staff from the
Charles Darwin Research
Station and National Park
personnel hostage for
several days.

“Itis in the best interest of
Ecuador to ensure that the
law enforcement situation
in the islands improves,”
warned Miguel Pellerano,
Galapagos Coordinator

for WWE. “Conservation
activities cannot take place
when the well being of the
people working in the field
is constantly under threat.
And without conservation
there won’t be much of
Galapagos left to show the
world in a few years time.”

In the meantime, Galapagos
National Park Director
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Eliecer Cruz vows to
pursue legal actions against
Lopez’s attackers. “The
National Park rejects the
violent demeanor of the
illegal fishermen and we ask
the National government
to act in order to guarantee
that we’ll be able to carry
out our conservation
activities in Galapagos in

all safety.”

For more information,
contact Javier Arreaza,
WWE, +41 22 364 9550.

International
Reptile Smug-
gler Sentenced
to Nearly 4 Years
in Jail

On January 10, 1997,
one of the most severe
sentences ever handed
down in a reptile smug-
gling case was imposed
against a German national
for his involvement in an
international smuggling
ring. In Orlando, Florida,
Federal Judge Ann Conway
sentenced Wolfgang
Michael Kloe, 33, of
Rauenberg, Germany, to
serve 46 months in jail
for his role in a reptile
smuggling scheme. Kloe
was also fined $10,000.
Simon David Harris, 25, of
Blairgowrie, South Africa,
and a partner in the
smuggling conspiracy,
received 3 years probation
and 6 months in a
community corrections
facility for his role in

the conspiracy.

Kloe, Harris, and four
others, were indicted by

a Federal grand jury in
August 1996 for participat-
ing in an international
wildlife smuggling
conspiracy. They moved
hundreds of protected
reptiles from Madagascar
through Europe and
Canada into the United
States. In October 1996,
[oe pleaded guilty to
charges of smuggling,
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conspiracy, Lacey Act
violations, money launder-
ing, and attempted escape.

Their most recent smug-
gling attempt was inter-
cepted at the Orlando
International Airport on
August 14, 1996, when
officials found 61 Madagas-
car tree boas (Sanzinia
madagascariensis) and

4 spider tortoises ( Pyxis
arachnoides) concealed in
Harris® personal baggage.
Harris had arrived on a
commercial flight from
Frankfurt, Germany, to
attend a large commercial
reptile trade show. Harris
cooperated with the
investigators and identified
Wolfgang Kloe as a partner
in the conspiracy and the
intended recipient of the
smuggled reptiles. Kloe
was arrested 2 days later.

In this case alone, the
wildlife had an estimated
commercial value of more
than $250,000. The
United Srates is the world’s
largest importer of wildlife
and the demand for live
reptiles has increased
rapidly in the past few
years. During a 2-year
period, the individuals
involved in this conspiracy
smuggled art least 107
Madagascar tree boas, 25
spider tortoises, 51 radiared
tortoises ( Geochelone
radiata), and 2 Madagascar
ground boas (Acrantoabis
dumerilt) into the United
States where they are
prized by collectors of
exotic reptiles and commer-
cial reptile breeders.

These species occur
naturally only in Madagas-
car. They are cach protect-
ed under CITES. The
radiated tortoise is also
classified as endangered on
the U.S. Endangered
Species list. It is considered
one of the most brilliant
species of tortoises, with a
bright yellow head and
high-domed black shell
with yellow starburst
designs.
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Four additional defendants
in the case remain outside
this country. The United
States has begun formal
extradition procedures
against defendant Enrico
Joseph Truant of Windsor,
Ontario, Canada. The
other defendants not yet
arraigned are Frank H.
Lehmeyer, Roland Werner,
and Olaf Strohmann, all
of Germany.

This case was investigated
by special agents from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. The prosecution
was led by the United
States Attorney’s Office in
Orlando, Florida, and
assisted by the Wildlife and
Marine Resources Section
of the Environment and
Natural Resources Division
of the U.S. Department
of Justice.

Source: U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

Correction...

Iguana Times

Small boa leads
to big smuggling
operation

MIAMI — It started

with one little boa and
blossomed into a major
smuggling operation
carrying more than 1,100
reptiles from Argentina to
a Hollywood, FL pet store,
tederal prosecutors charge.
The snakes, tortoises and
lizards were carried onto
jets by the smugglers or
hidden in their luggage,
destined for Strictly
Reptiles Inc., an indictment
charged. For the squeamish,
the reptiles tended to be
small, well-fed juveniles—
conditions that make them
casier and less risky to
transport. “Smaller ones
are more easily concealed
or docile. If they’ve been
fed recently they’re
incredibly docile,” Assistant
U.S. Attorney Thomas
Watts-FitzGerald said
Monday. “They’ll almost
go into a torpor.”
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STRICTLY REPTILES,
its president Michael Van
Nostrand and employee
Dale Marantz were charged
in a sealed indictment Jan.
30 with illegal trade in
wildlife protected by
international treaty and
fraud conspiracy.

The indictment charges
that the smuggling started
with a rainbow boa
constrictor on Nov. 19,
1990. Eleven trips later, in
March 1992, a shipment
consisted of 347 red-footed
tortoises, 14 rainbow boas
and three Argentine boas.

Van Nostrand is accused
of placing orders for the
reptiles, and Marantz
allegedly paid cash for the
deliveries and was told
when the animals had been
packed and when they
arrived. He needed the
information because he
took care of the pets-to-be
after their arrival. Federal
agents intercepted some
later shipments, but “some
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of those were successfully
smuggled, entered the
strecam of commerce and
are long gone these four
or five years,” Watts-
FitzGerald said. All of the
shipments were governed
by an endangered species
treaty setting strict import
regulations for animals
threatened by or in danger
of extinction.

In addition, all animals
reaching The United States
must be inspected by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the U.S. Customs
Service, but none of the

12 shipments listed in the
indictment was examined.

The two men each face

12 counts of illegal reptile
trading and one count

of conspiracy, carrying a
possible sentence of 49
years in prison and a $2.65
million fine. The company
taces the same charges

and a $5.3 million fine.

Source: The Tampa Tribune

In the previous issue of Lguana Times (Volume 5, No. 4), two of the scalation renderings by
John Bendon on pages 80-81 were reversed. Below are the correctly labeled top views.
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Cyclura nubila lewisi

Cyclura nubila nubila
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«SHIRT

THE SNTERNAT!QNA!. R
IGUANA SOCIETY

$ plus $2 for postage &
handling ($1 P&H for each
additional shirt)

Sizes available in Small, Medium, Large, and

X-Large (model and iguanas not included).

Send check or money order to:
International Iguana Society, Inc.

PO Box 430671

Big Pine Key, FL 33043

} 1.I.S. Bookstore

As a service to our members, a limited
number of publications will be distributed
through the I.1.S. Bookstore. The follow-
ing publications are now available:

Iguanas of the World: Their Behavior,
Ecology and Conservation, Edited by Gordon
Burghardt and A. Stanley Rand. 1994. Most complete
single iguana book ever written-highly recommended.
472 pp. $60.00 (including postage); $75.00 (non-
members) (Limited copies available)

The Green Iguana Manual, by Philippe de Vosjoli.
1992. $7.00 (including postage); $8.75 (non-
members)

Guide to the Identification of the Amphibians
and Reptiles of the West Indies (Exclusive of
Hispaniola), by Albert Schwartz and Robert Hender-
son. 1985. $19.00 (including postage); $27.00 (non-
members)

Schwarze Leguane, by Gunther Kéhler 1993.
$19.00 (including postage); $24.00 (non-members).
Excellent Ctenosaur guide book, photographs, range
maps, text in German.

Ilguana Times Back Issues available: Vol. 2, #2,
Vol. 2, #3, Vol. 2, #4, Vol. 3, #1, Vol. 3, #2, Vol.3, #3
for $6.00 each. Add $1.00 for shipping & handling for
single issues, and $2.00 for 2 or more issues. Alf other
issues are currently sold out, but may be reprinted in
the future.

Send check or money order (payable to
International Iguana Society) to:

l.1.S. Bookstore
PO Box 430671
Big Pine Key, FL 33043
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Juvenile Ctenasaura bakeri,
on Utila island. Photograph:
Gunther Kéhler




