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provincia di Cremona” Pietro Fedele, grande dizionario enciclopedico UTET, 3rd ed. vol. 9 (Turino:
Unione Tipografico-Editrice Torinese, 1969) 544.

20."... [DJel monte. Commune della Lombardia [. . . ] in provincia de Bergamo [...]”
544.

21. Since this coincidence has never been mentioned, I make note of this theory here. This
speculation, however, requires further research and explanation.

22. Fo, Tricks 43-44.

23. I am referring to the videotaped performed version of The Starving Zanni, found in
Dario Fo: Il meglio di Mistero Buffo (C.T.R.F., Polygram video, 1995).

24. Since zanni is a general designation for several types of characters in the family of the
servants, there are varations on the kinds of zanni that were popular at given times. Harlequin, like
Truffaldino, like Buratino, and others were variations on the role of the comic figure who generally was
a servant, usually from Northern Italy; in Harlequin’s case, Bergamot.

25. Biancolelli’s canevas (scenario) of Baron Todesco is found in a collection by Thomas
Guelette who translated into French the Italian zibaldone (diary) that Biancolelli kept. Though “twice
removed” from the source text, this material nevertheless is precious for researchers of the period and
provides valuable information. The modern version of Biancolelli’s text for Baron Todesco, Le Baron
Allemand is found in Stephania Spada, Domenico Biancolelli ou l'art d’improviser: Textes, documents,
introduction, notes (Naples: Institut Universitaire Oriental, 1969) 45-49.

26. "Ensuitte je sors de la maison en feignant de macher quelque chose et je crie au volleur
a l'assassin je luy dis que comme je mangeois un bon morceau de viande ce volleur me I'a arraché et
I'a emporté en faisant gniao, gniao, et je cours apres [sic].” 46.

27.J. A. Simpson and E.S.C. Weiner, eds., The Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd ed. vol. 6
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989) 904.

In Larousse’s Grand dictionnaire universel, vol. 8 (Paris: Administration Du Grand
Dictionnaire Universale, 1865) grommeler is described as “from the ancient German, grummelu, Swedish
grymta, English 1o grumble, words formed from the prefix ge, from which nothing has stayed except
the first letter, and a primitive (original) which signifies to tumble or to mutter, to make a muffled or
muted sound . . . to moan while murmuring: grommeler between their teeth.” “(Gromelé) du
germanique: ancien allemand grummelu, Suédois grymta, anglais to grumble, mots formés d 'un prefixe
ge, dont il n'est resté que la premiére lettre, et d’un primitif qui signifie gronder, faire un bruit sourd.
Double la lettre | devant un e muet: Je grommelle, tu grommelleras. Fam. Se plaindre en murmurant:
Grommeler entre ses dents. Ne faire que grommeler” 1547.

28. The Oxford English Dictionary also notes as other derivations the Dutch grommelen
and the German grummeln 904.

29. Simpson and Weiner 904.

30. 904.

31. Fo, The Tricks of the Trade 44.

32. Simpson and Weiner 904.

33.904.

34.904.
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