
GERMAN-A/£RICAN GENEALOGICAL NOTES 

Genealogists seeking information on Prussian towns whose names have 
been changed between the years 1850 and 1942 should consult Fritz 
Verdenhalven' s NAMENSXNDERUNGEN EHEMALS PREUSSISCHER GEMEINDEN VON 
1850 BIS 1942. This book also has an appendix with Prussian town 
names and changes through 1950. It is published by the Verlag 
Degener & Co. (Neustadt/Aisch). 

A list of emigrants from Thilringen in 1850 is to be found in an 
article by Karl Werner Klilber ("Die Hamburger Schiffslisten •..• ") 
which appeared in Band I, Jahrgang 6, Heft 4(0kt.·Dez.1965) of the 
periodical MITTELDEUTSCHE FAMILIENKUNDE on pages 289·294. A copy 
of this issue is in the Dr. Robert E. Ward Collection of Americana 
Gerljlanica at the Western Reserve Histori:al Society in Cleveland,Ohio. 

A list of German schools and institutes (1900 of them) in 720 German 
towns in Dr. Karlheinz Goldmann's VERZEICHNIS DER HOCHSCHULEN .•. 
(Degener & Co., 1967) is a valuable source for genealogists. 

The Stiftung Zentralstelle flir Deutsche Personen· und Familiengeschichte 
zu Berlin is the compiler of FAMILIENGESCHICHTLICHE BIBLIOGRAPHIE, a 
bibliography of family histories published by the Verlag Degener & Co. 

The Militararchiv in Freiburg i.B. has records from the government 
files of the old Norddeutsche Bund for the years 1867 to 1945. The 
records of the old Prussian Army were destroyed with the Heeresarchiv 
in Potsdam during WW II. 

In the foreword to hos book, DIE AUSWANDERUNG AUS MARKGR~NINGEN, Prof. 
R8mer states that some 17,000 persons emigrated from Wuerttemberg in 
the year 1817. Some of them left from Heilbronn to go to Holland where 
they set sail on t'be ship, De Zee Ploog. This ship ran into bad storms 
and was stranded on September 29, 1817 on the isle HerlH near Bergen, 
Norway. About 500 passengers were on board at the time. 30 children 
died of malnutrition and were buried in Fredooa Bolig, a cemetery in 
Bergen. The De Zee Ploog list of October 10,1817 has the names of some 
424 persons most of whom were headed for America. They a~e listed in an 
article in Band 14, Heft S(Sept.1974) of the SUdwestdeutsche Blatter £Ur 
Familien· und Wappenkunde. A copy of this issue is in the Ward Collection 
at the Western Reserve Historical Society. In the summer of 1818 about 80 
well·to·do persons sailed from Norway to Philadelphia on the brig called 
"Susanna Catharina." Most of them were German. The Norwegian ship "Prima" 
brought many Germans (about 200) ,who had been stranded on lier lei, to the USA 
on October 17,1818. 

An excellent guide for Alsatian genealogical research is Christian Wolff's 
GUIDE DES RECliERCHES GENEALOGIQUES(Strassburg, 1975). 

For research on North German names, see NIEDERDEUTSCHE NAMENWELT by Hans 
Bah low (Hamburg, 1973). 

Sundry sources for genealogists researching the area of the capital city 
Hannover of the old Kingdom of Hannover are given in Helmut ZimmermaM's 
article ("Ubersicht Uber Quellen und Li teratur zur Personengeschichte bis 
187 4 in der Landeshauptstadt Hannover") which appeared as a Sonderdruck 
(special publication) numbered 13 of the Nieders~chsische Landesverein 
£Ur Familienkunde. [Copy in Ward Collection at the WRHSJ 

Issues of the following German genealogical periodi.c.als have been added to 
the Ward Collecti,on of Americana Germanica at the Western Reserve Historical 
Society: ALTPREUSSI SCllE GESCHLECHTERKUNDE; BLXTTER DES SIPPENVERBANDES 
WALLMI CH RATH; l!LXTTER FUR F!tXNKISCHE FAM! LIEN KUNDE; FAM! LlENKUNDLI OlE 
NACHRICUTE,N; GOLDMANN·RUND.BRIEF. MITTEILUNGEN Al!S DEM FA,\1ILIENARCIIIV 
GOLDMANN/CHRYSANDER; HESSISCHE FAMILIENKUNDE; LUBECKER BEITRXGE ZUR 
FAMIL,IEN· U~D WAPPENKUNOE; MITTELDEUTSCHE FAMILIENKUNDE; NIEDERSXC11S1SCHER 
LANDESVEREIN FUR FAMILIENKUNOE . .RUNDSO!REIBEN; OSTFRIESISCllE FAMILIENKUNDE; 
OSTFRrESLAND. ZEITSCHR1FT FUR KULTUR, WIRTSCHAFT UNO VERKEIIR; QUELLEN UNO 
FORSCHUNGEN ZUR OSTFRlESISCHEN FAMILIEN ·UND WAPPENKUNDE; ROLA.'lD ZU DORTMUND; 
SAARLXNDISCHE FAMILIENKUNDE; SCIIRIFTEN ZlJR WANDERUNGSGESCIIICIITE DER PFXLZER; 
SUDWESTDEUTSCHE .BLXTTER FUR FAM! LIEN· UNO WAPPENKUNDE; ZEITSCflRI FT FUR 
NIEDERDEUTSCIJE EAMILIENKUNDE. Also aoded to this collection are several 
special publications and yearbooks, e.g. Hand Nessler's BRAUTWEINBUOl DER 
STADT UNA 1623·1803, published by the Roland zu Dortmund society in 1972, 
which lists the names of persons who, in the town of Una, are listed in 
the records made of those individuals who paid the special marriage 
assessment fee required by churches. 



Tl\e GERMANIC GENEALOGIST, j:lublished by the Hartwell Company, 1617 West 261st 
St , , Harbor ity, CA 907..10 was formerly known as DERMAN GENEALOGICAL HELPER 
and GERMANIC GENEALOGICAL HELPER. It carries excellent articles on Ge r man 
heraldry and genealogical research. Some of its articles are as follows: 
"IJl\lllig rant.s from Baden" (No.2 : i974); "Lancaster Co.,Pa., Wills 1753-77" 
(N o .2, No. 3.: 19'74); "Index to the Wap11.enfUhrende Geschlechter der Bundes-
I'epublik Oe utschland" _ (No.3, No.4, :-lo.6:1974-76); "German Research Materials 
P:tinteli in Engl_ish" (No.3:1974); "An Immcigration List from Kc!bele"(No.4:1975); 
uRefugee Ca-rd Files/Boundary Changes" (No.5:1975); "Bern Church Cemetery 
tns c-riptions" (No . 5: 19 7 SJ ljo. 6: 19 76) ; ''Lit tlc Tupehocken Cemetery Inscriptions" 
(No. 7: 1976) ;"S ta mOrten o Some Germanic Emigrants t-o Ohio"(No. 7:1976); 
"Austri a. and Aus tria,' (No . 7: 1976). 

Or. Heinz F. FriedrJchs' booklet, HOW TO FlND MY GERMAN NCESTORS AND 
RELATIVES is a handy gu 'de or beginners. It is publ'shed by the Degener Verlag . 

Some readipgs important for every German-American genealogist are: Rudolf A. 
Noss, HANPl!OOK FOR PRACTJCAL GENEALOGY IN GERMANY, AUSTRIA AND SWITZERLAND; 

.F. Bennett, A GUIDE FOR GENEALOGICAL RESEARCII, pp.235-237, pp.255-256, pp. 
281 , 283·'2851 291-292, 302-303·; Arizona Temple District[LDS], PRACTICAL 
RliSEARCtl GENEALOGY , p11.,.134-143; A.~. Bennett, PROVING YOUR PEDIGREE,pp . 
113-1.18, 139·14.4; Wa lter M. Everton, HANDY BOOK FOR GENEALOGISTS, pp.191·193, 
.203-205; Uoward S Bennion, GENEALOC,ICAL RESEARCH, A PRACTICAL MISSION, pp. 
ll5-12Q, 25 -n3; , a tional Genealogical Society, GENEALOGtCAL RESEARCH IN 
G!lR~IAN-SP,l:AKING LA.'-IDS. A SYMPOSIUM; L.G. Pine, THE GENEALOGIST'S ENCYCLOPEDIA 
(Collier's Book Edition:1970), pp.123,126,130,159 et seq.; Clifford Neil 
S!Jlit:h. e al, ENC'rCLOP.EDIA OF' GERMAN-AMERICAN GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH (1976). 
See also the discussion of German-American genealogy in Milton Rubincam and 
J~an Stepl)enson, GENEALOGICAL . RESEARCH METIIODS AND SOURCES 1lY THE AMERICAN 
SOCIETY OF GE"NBALOGJSTS and in Dr. Ethel \'/Uliams, K, OW YOUR ANCESTORS: A 
GUIDE TO GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH , and Pine's AMER I CAN ORIGINS. 

Qr. Rober t E. Ward's lecture given at the Bicentennial Conference on American 
Genealo)lY and Famid.y History in Cleveland,Ohio will be published under the 
ti.t e "Ge rman and German-American Genealogical Guides and Sources Since 1850," 

llerj_t;age House, Rt.l, Box 211, Thomson, Illinois 1285, ls -the publisher of 
Clifford Nea l Smith. s GERMAN· AME RI CAN GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH MONOGRAPHS, Nos . 
1 ,, .2, , and 4. o.3 was publi hed in three parts. 

Resea_r .~hers will welcome using the bibliography published by the Schweizerische 
Lani'le!;bib,hothek in Bern, Switzerland in 1964 entitled SWITZERLAND AND THE 
UNl!E STATES OF AMERICA/ DIE SCIIWEc1Z UND DIE VEREINIGTEN STAATEN VON AMERIKA. 
Jt JS an excellent source on the Swiss Ge ,rmans and contains a register of 
)?lace and personal names. 

·Emig,r-ants from Thliringen and Sachsen(Saxony) are treated by Roland Seeberg· 
I;l verfe ldt in his article, "Auswanderer aus Thilringen und Sachs en nach Ubersee" 
~hi~h appeared in MirTELDEUTSCHE FAMILIENKUNDE, Band III, Jahrgang 12, Heft 3 
(Juli-Sept.1971), pp.219-221. 

Emigran ts from Leipzig for the years 1850 to 1855 are listed in an article by 
Karl Werner KlUber ("Leipziger Auswanderer nach Ubersee 1850-55") in the 
MIT,TELDEUTSCHE FAMILIENKUNDE, Band II, Jahrgang 10, !left l(Jan.·Marz 1969)on 
pages 273-281. nUber also has an art1cle in Band III, Jahrgang 13, Heft 3 
of the same periodical (Juli-Sept.1972 issue) on emigrants from Anhalt, 
Magdeburg, and Merseburg and eurrounding areas ("Auswande rer aus Anhalt und den 
preussischen Regierungsbezirken Magdeburg und Merseburg,.1850-52") which treats 
the years 1850 to 1852. In"Dresdener Auswanderer nach Ubersee 1850-1903 " 
WhJch appeared in the same periodical (Band III, Jahrgang 12, Heft 3: Juii-
Sept.1971, pp.193-198) he lists names of emigrants from Dresden for the years 
1850 to 1903. 
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