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Louis Sell, From Washington to Moscow: US-Soviet Relations and the Collapse
of the USSR. Durham: Duke University Press, 2016. 408 pp. $27.95, Paper.

In his long career as a Foreign Service expert on Soviet and Balkan affairs,
Louis Sell served in many important positions, including as the Moscow em-
bassy’s liaison to Soviet human rights activists in the 1970s, as a member of a
State Department working group on Poland during the crisis of 1980-81, on the
US delegation to the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty talks later in the 1980s, and
as an informal contact with Chechens from 1991 to 1994. Drawing on his diverse
experiences as well as extensive research in published sources, Sell has written
an engaging, highly readable account of US-Soviet relations from the 1970s to
the early 1990s. Although the title suggests that the book focuses more narrowly
on the years that brought the demise of the Soviet Union, Sell actually begins
with his first visit to the USSR as a student in 1967, when he tried to smuggle
rubles into the country in his sock. He then presents concise, well-informed dis-
cussions of Soviet domestic developments in the Brezhnev era, lucid treatments
of relations between the superpowers during the presidencies of Nixon, Ford, and
Carter, and then more detailed description of U.S.-Soviet interaction in the 1980s.
By interspersing recollections of episodes he observed in his broader narrative,
Sell succeeds in presenting a story that will appeal to non-academic readers and
give academic specialists some new information and insights.

Sell’s explanation of the collapse of the USSR is multifaceted and convinc-
ing. Contrary to American triumphalist mythology, he argues that Ronald Rea-
gan’s policies were not a major factor in the disintegration of the Soviet Union.
Although the Soviet military was initially alarmed by Reagan’s Strategic Defense
Initiative (SDI), by 1987 the Kremlin became convinced that SDI could not be
deployed before the end of the century and decided to focus on relatively inex-
pensive countermeasures. Thus, SDI did not “spend the USSR into oblivion™ (p.
335). The USSR also was not brought down by mass unrest and “national separat-
ism was at least as much a symptom as cause of the Soviet dissolution” (p. 322).
While the growth rate of the inefficient and hyper-militarized centrally planned
economy drastically declined in the 1970s and 1980s, the economic system could
have staggered along “for some time” (p. 325). Most important, then, were the
ways systemic weaknesses were exacerbated by mistakes made by Mikhail Gor-
bachev and his advisers, including: the anti-alcohol campaign that severely re-
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duced state revenue; the reduction of fear and coercion, which led to even lower
labor productivity; and the decentralization of economic decision-making without
a bold plan for transition to a market economy. Additionally, the ending of the
state’s monopoly of information through the halting of jamming of foreign broad-
casts and the increase in foreign travel undermined what remained of faith in the
superiority of socialism over capitalism.

While Sell’s treatments of earlier phases are generally sound, some of his
statements may be questioned. Did the USSR aid North Vietnam “to humiliate the
United States” (p. 9)? If Richard Nixon’s policies toward the USSR “ultimately
failed” (p. 41), should that be blamed primarily on Nixon’s secretive diplomacy or
should it be attributed more to congressional interference? Did Reagan really win
Soviet respect by firing U.S. air traffic controllers in 1981 (p. 145)? Or did Soviet
leaders in the early 1980s loathe Reagan as a reactionary warmonger? Should the
anti-nuclear activists of the 1980s be dismissed as naive, pro-Soviet advocates of
unilateral disarmament (p. 149)? Or did such activists and citizen diplomats make
significant contributions to the ending of the Cold War, as Matthew Evangelista
and David Cortright have argued in books that are not in Sell’s bibliography? Was
Soviet spying in the United States much more “egregious” (p. 219) than American
spying in the Soviet Union, especially in the 1970s and early 1980s, when the
U.S. obtained so many valuable Soviet agents that the era was “a disaster for the
KGB” (p. 213)?

Although some readers may disagree with Sell about such questions, From
Washington to Moscow is a valuable and enjoyable book, founded on broad re-
search and enlivened by vivid anecdotes.

David Foglesong
Rutgers University

Lee A. Farrow. Alexis in America. A Russian Grand Duke’s Tour, 1871 — 1872.
Baton Rouge: Louisiana State UP, 2014.

Jst Toro, 9TOOBI TPUBIIEYs BHUIMAHIE aMEPUKAHIICB B TIOCIeTHEH TpeTH XIX
BEKa, MOXXHO OBLIO OBITh BEJTMKUM KOMITO3UTOPOM WM XyJJOKHUKOM, N300pecTn
HOBYIO MAIIMHY WJIN JOONTHCS yCIIeXa B MOJIUTHKE, 3 MOXKHO OBIIIO OBITH YJICHOM
poccHiicKOl UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CEMbH, BIEPBbIE MOCETUBIIUM AMepHUKY. McTopust
(eepruveckoro MyTemeCTBHS Benukoro KHa3s Anekces mo CIIIA B 1870-1871
rojax, pacckazaHHas mpogeccopom yHuBepcurera ObepH B Montromepu Jin
A.Dsppoy, cama 1o cede 3acIy’KUBaeT TOTO, YTOOBI €€ TPOYECTh.

UersepTshiil cbid nmmneparopa Anexcanapa Il nonan B Coequnennsie Ltate
10 JIMYHBIM TIPHYMHAM. Y JICBATHAIIATHICTHETO BEIMKOTO KHS3s AJeKces
CITyqnIIcs poMaH ¢ ppeitmuHoit AnexcaHapoit JKyKOBCKOA, T0Uepbi0 3SHAMCHUTOTO
1103Ta, KOTOPOM IIed TOorjaa ABajlaTh BOCBMOM rof. Anekceld AJEKCaHAPOBUY,
10 OOLICTIPUHATOMY MHEHHIO, TaiiHO XeHWiIcs Ha JKyKOBCKOW (HET TOUYHBIX
CBEJICHHH, KOT/1a ¥ TZE: TI0 OJTHUM CBEACHUSIM B VTanmu, 1o A1pyruM—- pyccKon
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IpaBoCiIaBHON 1epkBU B JKeHeBe), HO Opak ObII HE 07100peH UMIIEPAaTOpOM U
pactoprayT CrHOZOM, Tak Kak AJlekcanapa He Obuta eMy poBHEH. [lo npyrum
CBEJICHHSIM, OTHOIICHUS MEX Iy AJIeKCaHpoii BacnibeBHOHM W BENMMKNM KHSI3EM
OTPaHWYMIINCh BHEOPAYHOW CBSA3BIO (XOTS B MHUChbMAaxX OH Ha3bIBall €€ YKEHOM).
Korna B cembe y3HaNM, 9T0 ANleKcanapa OepeMeHHa, IMIIepaTop OTIIPABUII ChIHA
Ha /IBa TO/1a B KPYTOCBETHOE IIIaBaHue, a JKyKOBCKYIO BBICIAIH 3a TPAHUILy. 26
HOstOpst 1871 roma Anexcanmpa poamna B 3anbHOypre ChIHA BEIUKOTO KHS3S,
Ha3BaHHOTO B YECTh OTIA AJIEKCEEM.

Adekceil AneKkcaHIpOBHY IPHUHSUT yJacTHE B BOGHHO-MOPCKON AKCTICANIINN
10/ KOMaH/I0BaHWeM aaMupana [lockeTa B JOMKHOCTH CTApIIEro BaXTEHHOTO
odurepa Ha (perare «CBeTinana» (M30MIPEHHOE PENIICHNE, €CIIH BCTIOMHUTD, YTO
caMo 3TO UM TIPHUIYMAaN OTell Bo3mroOineHHol Anekcest Bacummit JKykoBekwit).
Oxcneauuus craproBaia 20 asrycra 1871 roga.

Camoii 3HaUNTEIHHON YaCThIO Iy TEIIECTBHUS ObLIa 1Toe3 Ka 1o CoeAMHEHHBIM
[ratam Amepukn. B nexabpe 1871 roma Amnexceil BRICamuiCs B HLm-ﬁopKe,
OTKy/ia HanpaBwiics B bocToH, a 3arem B Bammarron. B amepukanckoii cronmme
€ro BCTPETWIIA XOJIOIHAst BCTpEda C Mpe3uIeHToM YimccoM I'panTom (mpudauHON
OBUTH HEKOTOpBIC TUIIIOMATHYECKHE PAa3HOIIIACHS), HO BOCTOP)KEHHBINA TpHEM
PSIOBBIX aMEPHKAHIIEB. B 4ecTh MepBOro HaCTOSIIIETO «PYCCKOTO MPHHIIAY, T10-
cerusiero CIIA, ycrpanBanucs 0ansl U raja-TpeCcTaBICHNs, 00S/IbI M yKHHBI.

Axnekceit ymen HpaBUTHCS. «OH OTIIMYANCS aTICTHYECKUM TEIOCI0KEHUEM
1 coYeTall CHITy ¢ OECKOHEYHBIM 00asTHIEM, 94TO OBUTO OCOOBIM JITapOM HEKOTOPBIX
PoMaHOBBIX TIpEIBIAYIINX ITOKOJIEHUI»,—IHCall 0 HEM PycCKuil MeMmyapucT. B
OTBET aMEPUKAHIIbI, KOTOPBIX BIEPBHIC MOCETHI «HACTOSAIINI PYCCKUN MPUHIL,
M30MIPSUTUCH B TOCTETTPUUMCTBE, COUNHSITH OJIbI M ITYTOYHBIE CTUXHU B €TO YECTb.

U3 cromuupsl Anexceid Hanpasuics Ha Janbuuil 3aman. OH okaszaics B
Uukaro Bckope nocie yxacHoro noxapa 1871 roga. B xonue stuBapst 1872 rona
Axekceil yxxe 0611 B HeOpacke, T7ie U1st HETO OpraHM30BalIM HACTOSIIYIO OXOTY Ha
O6130HOB. B «11apckoii» oxore ydacTBOBaIM caM 3HaMEHHTHIN 0XoTHUK byddaro
Bunn (Yunesim Koan), mobenurens nameiines reaepan Jxxopmk Kactep u repoi
rpaxxaaHckoil BoiHbI reHepan @uun Hlepunan, a Takke HECKOIBKO BOXKACH
TUIEMEHH CHY (B TOT MOMEHT HaXOIMBIINXCS B MUPE C aMEPHKAHIIAMH ), BKJIIOTAst
Kparmmqatoro XBocra. Anekcelf coOCTBEHHOPYYHO (M3 THCTOJICTA, KaK MHCAIN
ra3eTsl) yomr 6u30Ha, a BO3MOYKHO, M HECKOJIBKHX.

UYepe3 Heckombpko JeT, B 1876 romy, reHepan Kacrep mormOHeT B OHMTBE
npu Jlurtn burxopn npotus muzaeines. Ho 3a msaTh J€T 10 3TOr0 OHU MHUPHO
OXOTHJIMICh BMECTE € CBIHOM Hapsi-ocBoboauterst. byddano buin nozauee, B Tom
xe 1872 romy, opraamsyet moy «Jlukuii 3anan byddano brnmay, napmee Hagamo
KOMMEpPYECKOMY HCIIOIb30BaHUIO 00pa3a KOBOOHCKOTO (ppOHTHPA.

A poccuiickoro napesuya B 1872 rony nosesnu jganblie no Amepuke. OH
noceTmsi MaMoHTOBY memiepy B KeHTYKKH M BBICTYNHI IIEpe JIETUCIaTypon
mrata Kamzac B Tomeke, B Memdruice Anekceil BCTPETWICS M TTOOOIIANCS C
oM mipesuneHToM Koudeneparmm Jxeddepconom [Iasucom. Ilocie
9TOTO Ha TMapoxoae AJeKced CITyCTHJICS BHH3 II0 TEUCHHIO MUCCHCHIIN 10
Hosoro Opneana, rie monaia Ha KapHaBal U OblT M30paH TaM «koposeM Mapan
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I'pa». MmenHo ¢ y4yactus Anekces OepeT Havdajao Tpagunus U30Mparh «KOpOJIs
kapHaBana» (Rex of Mardi Gras). Hakorer, uepe3 Tpu Mecsia mocjie mpuoObITHs B
CIIIA Amexceit noopancs no [TeHcakomsl, e ero qoKHIaIach pyccKas dCKaapa,
1 TIPOJIOJIKHJI TIJTaBaHME.

Ilocne ormabiTust AJiekcest ¢ PycCKOM 3CKagpod BOCIOMHHAHMSI O €ro
TIOE3/IKE eIIe JOJTO OBUTH YacThI0 CEMEWHBIX M MECTHBIX McTopHid. JIu dappoy
TIOKA3bIBAET, KaK MHOXKECTBO JIOJICH, COOMpaBIIMXCS B CBOMX MAJEHBKUX
TOpOJIKaX MOCMOTPETH Ha BEJIMKOTO KH3$, MOKYIaIn ero (ororpadum, a moTom
pacckasbplBany 00 3TOM BH3WUTE CBOWM JIETSAM M BHyKaM. JItoam, mpuvacTHEIE K
OpTaHM3aLNH TTOE3/IKH, MMCATK O HeW MeMyaphl, M (aKT MX y4acTHs IOmaal
B HX HEKpOJIOTH cIycTst necatwierns. Kpome Toro, Asekceil pasmaBain
TIOJIAPKHU ¥ JICHEXKHBIE MTOXKEPTBOBAHMUS C IApCcKoil menpocTeio. CoBpeMeHHBIE
MCCIIEIOBATEN OICHIIIM CTOMMOCTh MOJIAPKOB, OCTaBICHHBIX AsekceeM, B 750
TBICSTY COBPEMEHHBIX JI0JUIAPOB.

Boxnp Kpamuaterit XBocT TONydmin B TMOZAPOK CYMKY C CepeOpsSHBIMA
nojulapamu, a HanmoHanbHbI My3ed eCTeCTBEHHOM McTopuM B BammHrrone mo
CHIX TIOp XPaHNT CKEJIET OTHOTO N3 yOUTBIX BEMKNM KHsi3eM Oy dano. ManeHbkuii
ropofok B WnnuHoiice, HOCUBIINI UMs1 AJIEKCaHIp, IEPEUMEHOBANCS B AJIEKCHC
Tocsie BU3NTA BeMMKOro KHsssa. B Horo-Mopke Amekceit moceTu Tearp, KOTOphIit
TYT e TepenMeHoBanu B «Omnepy Bemmkoro kasa3s» (Grand Duke Opera House).
Bo MHOrMX ropoakax Mo MyTH CIeIOoBaHMS BeanKoro KHs3s COUMHSUIICH HE TOIb-
KO CTHXH, HO M CIIeNHaIbHasl My3bIKa K €ro mpuesy. Tak, HOsSBUIOCH /IBa Pa3HBIX
«Mapma npunna Asnexces», omuH B Punagensdun, apyroi B Heio-Hopke. B
Bpykune counnmmi «anon Bemukoro kusss Anekces», a B Hpio-Mopke «[anon
npuHIa Anexcest». Punmagensdus mpencraBmia U «Bambe mpuHIa Anekces»
(Menouy ¢ MOOOHBIMH HAa3BAaHMSIMH TIPOJIOJDKANH THCAThH €IIe HEKOTOPOE BPEMS
U TIOCINIE €ro 0Tbhe3/a). ['oCTHHHMITBI, B KOTOPBIX OCTaHaBIMBAJCs AJEKCEH, TOITo
UCTIONB30BAJIM 3TO COOBITHE KaK TJIABHBIA KO3BIPh B cBoel pekiame. Korma stn
JoMa (M TapoXoJIbl) CITyCTs AECSATHICTHS ITyCKAINCh TOJ] CHOC WM CHABAJNCh B
YTHITb, Ta3€Thl HEM3MEHHO YIIOMIHAJIH, YTO «B 9TOM JOME CIiajl (TaHIeBal, CMOTpPEI
npesicTaBieHue) Bennkuii KHI3b ATeKceii.

Anekcannapa JKykoBckas BbIIUIa 3aMyX B 1875 romy 3a cakCOHCKOro
MoJKOBHUKA, 6apona Kpuctnana ['enprxa ¢pon Bépmana, poccuiickoro nojan-
HOTO, e¢ CBHIH 0T AJiekces momyumn pammnmmio benéBckmit-XKykoBckuii. Anekceit
TaK ¥ HE XKEHUICS, XOTS POMAaHOB 3aBOIMII MHOXKECTBO.

B urone 1881 roma Bo BpeMst «uucTKn», ycrpoeHHor Anekcanjapom III ka-
JIpaM CBOETO OTIa, AJIEKCEel 3aHsUT TOCT IIaBHOTO HavaibHUKa (urora m Mop-
CKOTO Be/IOMCTBa. B 3TOM KauecTBe OH OOJBIIE BCETO 3alIOMHWIICS HEYJaYHBIM
KOMaHIOBaHUEM (DIIOTOM BO BPEMS PyCCKO-SITOHCKOHM BOIHBEL. VIMEeHHO OH ObuI
OJTHIM M3 OPTaHHM3aTOPOB TTOXO/a 3CKAAPHI axMupana PokaecTBEHCKOTO BOKPYT
Adpuku u A3nn, 3akoHunBIerocs Llycumoii. [Tocne sToro Anexceit monan B oT-
cTaBky, yexan B [lapux, rae u ckonuancs B 1908 roxy.

Knura JIn ®appoy siBisieTcs: BKJIAJOM B HECKOJIBKO MPEAMETHBIX oOsacTeit
ncropuyeckol Hayku. Bo-mepBbIX, OHa BIEpBBIE C TAaKOM Maccod neraneu
U TOAPOOHOCTEH aHAMM3MPYET BaXKHBIH OSMU30J M3 HMCTOPUH POCCHICKO-



66 Journal of Russian American Studies 1.1 (May 2017)

aMepuKaHCKUX oTHoweHuHd. Buszut Anekcest B Coenunennsle Lltarel nonagan B
TPYIBI HCTOPUKOB M PAHBIIIE, HO YaIlle BCETO B IpUMeUaHus. Tereps myTenecTBrue
PYCCKOTO BEJIHKOTO KHS3S MPOCICKEHO MO THSAM W IO coOBITHAIM. KoHewHo
e, ITO HEe UCTOPUS MEKIYHAPOTHBIX OTHOIICHHUHA B €€ KIACCHICCKOM BHIIC,—
cpemut nCTOYHUKOB JIn ®Ippoy HET TUTITOMATHIECKUX apXHBOB, a MMOCTAaHOBKA
MpoOJIeMBI HE aJIpecyeT YUTATeNs HAMpSIMyl K POCCHHCKO-aMEepHUKAHCKIM
oTtHOmeHHUsIM. OTHAKO C TOYKU 3PEHUS KOHCTPYKTHBHUCTA OUCHBb BAXKHO TTOHSTH
MEXaHU3MBI (POPMHUPOBAHUS 00pa3a IPYroil CTpaHbI, MPOIECCHI, TPUBEICHHEIC
B JieficTBHE OOJNBIION TOE3KON BEITMKOTO KHS3S, B aMEPHKAHCKOM OOIIeCTBE.
JIu ®sppoy 3amaer m mpemsaracT OTBETHI Ha BaKHBIC BOMIPOCH O MPHYMHAX
MIOITYJIIPHOCTH YJICHA HMMIIEPATOPCKONH CEMBH B PECHYOIMKAHCKOM OOIIECTBE
aMEpUKAHCKOW TITyOMHKH.

Bo-BTOpEIX, KHHTY O ITyTemiecTBUN Bemukoro KHsA3s Anekces mo AMepuke
HAJ0 TIPOYSCTh WCCICIOBATEISIM TMPOOJIEM WCTOPHICCKON TIaMsATH M e
¢byakunornpoBanus. Iloxamyid, BIepBBIe MpoOieMaTnka (OPMHUPOBAHUS U
COXpaHCHHs CONMANBEHOW TaMATH O KOHKPETHOM COOBITHH TIIPOCIIEKCHA Ha
TakoM OOIIMPHOM MaTrepuane—reorpaduydecku (IIyTh ciaeqoBaHUs Alekces)
U XPOHOJIOTHYECKH (HECKONBKO IECATIIICTHH IOCIE €ro OThe3na). M3BecTHBI
MOOOHBIC WCCIICOBAaHHUS KPYIHBIX COOBITHI, W3MCHHBIINX JKH3HBb BCETO
o0IecTBa,—TaKWX KaK PEBONIONMH W MHUPOBBIC BOIHBI. Ho o4eBHIHO oTiHYme
M30paHHOTO aBTOPOM TIpUMeEpa OT CIydas COIHAIBHOTO TIOTPSCCHHS,—37eCh
MEHSIaCh IMEHHO TIaMsTh, a He 00pa3 )KH3HH U CTPYKTypa conmyma. MiMeHHO
ITO3TOMY KHHTA CYIIECTBEHHO JOMOIHSICT JINTEPATYPY O COUATFHON TTaMSTH.

Hakomen, kuura Jlu @sppoy HammcaHa OYCHb JKUBBIM S3BIKOM U
yBJIEKaTeNbHA B KauyecTBE IMTepaTypbl. B mepmoxn, xorma B Poccum (u, B
MeHbIei Mepe, B CILIA) aBTOpBI UCTOPUIECKUX MOHOTpA(Hil TEPSIOT KOHTAKT
¢ TyONWKOHM, OpHEHTHPYSCH UCKIIOYUTEIhHO Ha Koier, Jlm ®appoy cymena
HaTFCaTh KHUTY, KoTopas OyJeT WHTEepPECHA YHTATeN0 0e3 CIEeNHaNbHOTO
oOpa3oBanus. Bo3M0OXXKHO, IMEHHO U TOTO, YTOOBI COXPAHUTH ITOT KOHTAKT
C YHTaTeNeM, aBTOP HE BKIIOYHIIA B TEKCT KHUTH TCOPETHYCCKYIO TIaBY, B KO-
TOpOW OHA MOTJTa OBl OOPATHTHCS K METOIOJOTHUYSCKUM MpPOoOIeMaM HCTOPUH
poccuiicko-aMepHUKaHCKUX OTHOIIICHUN MITH HCTOPHYSCKON MaMSITH,—9IHTaTEITIO-
po¢eCCHoHATy TIPUXOANUTCS JOAYMBIBATh U PEKOHCTPYHPOBAThH TAKYIO TJIaBY B
CBOEM BOOOpaKCHUH.

B uenom xe xnura JIu ®@appoy o noezake Benukoro kHsa3sa Anekces B CLIA
B 1871-1872 romax crajiia Ba)XHBIM COOBITHEM B HAIIEM MCCIIENOBATEIHLCKOM
morne. K Helt, 6e3yciioBHO, OyayT oOpamaThcs YYCHBIC, CTYyICHTH U ITyOJuKa,
MBITAIONIASCS Pa300paThCs B HCTOPHH POCCHHCKO-aMEPUKAHCKIX OTHOIICHHH
Y CTAaHOBJICHHUS aMEPHKAHCKOH HICHTHYHOCTH B TMEPUOJ TIOCIIC OKOHUYAHHS
I'paxnanckol BOMHBL.

Usan Kypuina

ITpodeccop ucTopun 1 MEXKTyHAPOIHBIX OTHOIICHNH
EBpomneiickuii yausepcutet B Cankr-IletepOypre
ikurilla@eu.spb.ru



mailto:ikurilla@eu.spb.ru

Book Reviews 67

Susanna Rabow-Edling. Married to the Empire: Three Governors’ Wives in Rus-
sian America, 1829-1864. Fairbanks: University of Alaska Press, 2015.

The rough and tumble beginnings of Russia’s far frontier in Northwest
America is described in Empire Maker: Aleksandr Baranov and Russian Colonial
Expansion into Alaska and Northern California by Kenneth N. Owens with
Alexander Petrov (University of Washington Press, 2015). Baranov, of clearly
Russian origin, spent twenty years establishing the foundations of a colony based
on a fur hunting system that provided income for construction and administration
of a territory that extended into northern California.

Whereas Baranov and other early Russian settlers depended on natives for
companionship and work force, his successors as colonial administrators were
required by the Russian America Company to marry and take wives with them for
the five year term of service in Alaska. The husbands, in contrast to Baranov, were
mostly non-Russian subjects of the tsar and served as naval officers, both before
and after their company service.

The three wives in this book had common backgrounds: Lutheran religion,
totally non- Russian though of mixed national origin, devotion to their husbands,
and resident of Russian Baltic territories. As portrayed skillfully by Rabow-
Edling, they suffered through separation from families, difficult journeys, a some-
times hostile environment, and a number of child births and deaths. Yet they en-
dured and survived—and left their mark on the land they would leave behind.

Elizabeth de Rossillon (Mrs. Ferdinand) von Wrangell (1810-1854) had per-
haps the most difficult experience, traveling overland through Siberia with a baby
at only 19, establishing a family life in a still frontier outpost (1830-35), bearing
her husband nine children (five surviving childhood) and dying prematurely to
leave her husband to care for them.

Margaretha Sundval (Mrs. Adolph) Etholen (1814-1894) went by sea, on an
imperial naval ship, from the Baltic, around South America to her new home in
Sitka that by this time, 1840, would be somewhat more comfortable. She devoted
much energy to establishing a Lutheran church and community in the colony.

Anna von Schoutz (Mrs Hampus) Furuhjelm (1836-1894) had a new, easier
route in 1859 to her new residence: New York, Panama, and San Francisco by
commercial steamship. By this time Sitka was a bustling, cosmopolitan town with
regular communication with the Pacific coast, Asia, and Europe.

Besides being the biography of women in frontier situations, the book is also
a history of a territory in transition, as many other regions (such as the American
West), to settlement and modernity. A major contribution of the author is in find-
ing the detail through memoirs, letters, diaries, and collateral material that de-
scribes women'’s lives in this remote land.

The book is hampered by some confusion is small details: was it Dr. Mayer
or Dr. Meyer who accompanied the von Wrangells? did the Etholens leave from
Kronstad or Kronstadt?

Contemporaries viewed Sitka as more like St. Petersburg than many other
provincial Russian cities, and Dr. Alexander Frankenhaeuser in the 1840s com-
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pared it favorably to his own home town, Vyborg. At least some credit for this
should go to three venturesome women who were devoted to husbands committed
to serving the Russian empire.

Norman Saul
University of Kansas



