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northern Myanmar (Engel et al., 2016), and unwittingly created a case of homonymy.  
A replacement name is therefore established here in order to remove this homonymy.

TAXONOMY

Ginormotermes Engel, Barden, & Grimaldi, new name
ZooBank: urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:6CF836F5-CC2B-4D89-9ED0-F96847930AB2

Gigantotermes Engel, Barden, & Grimaldi in Engel et al., 2016: 524, nomen praeoccupatum (nec Gigan-
totermes Haase, 1890).  Type species: Gigantotermes rex Engel, Barden, & Grimaldi in Engel et 
al., 2016, by original designation.

Etymology: The new generic name is a combination of the slang word ‘ginormous’ 
(a combination of ‘gigantic’ and ‘enormous’, first used in 1948, and meaning, “exces-
sive in size”), and termes, meaning, “termite”.  The gender of the name is masculine.

Included species: The genus contains only the type species, Ginormotermes rex (En-
gel, Barden, & Grimaldi), new combination.  
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