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The	 Chinese	 Stripe-necked	 Turtle	 (Mauremys sinen-
sis	 [Gray,	 1834],	 better	 known	by	 its	 former	name,	

Ocadia sinensis)	is	indigenous	to	southeastern	China,	Taiwan,	
Vietnam,	 and	 possibly	 Laos,	 with	 a	 latitudinal	 range	 of	
approximately	16–32ºN	 (Iverson	1992).	This	 freshwater	
species	prefers	still	and	slowly	moving	waters	such	as	lakes,	
ponds,	low-elevation	rivers,	reservoirs,	and	agricultural	ditches	
(Chen	and	Lue	2009).	It	is	listed	as	endangered	on	the	IUCN	
Red	List	of	Threatened	Species	(IUCN	2011).
	 On	13	July	1972,	the	author	collected	a	subadult	or	small	
adult	female	M. sinensis	(ca.	16	cm	CL,	photographic	voucher	
UF	166135;	believed	 to	be	PCHP	1085	 in	 the	Chelonia	
Research	Institute	collection)	in	a	baited	hoop	trap	on	the	
eastern	edge	of	Calf	Pond,	a	4.8-ha	permanent	lake	in	south-
eastern	Gainesville,	Alachua	County,	Florida	(29.6281ºN,	
82.2856ºW,	 Datum	 WGS84).	 Three	 species	 of	 native	
emydid	turtles	were	trapped	concurrently	at	the	same	site:	

Deirochelys reticularia	(1	male),	Pseudemys floridana	(1	male),	
and	Trachemys scripta (2	females,	1	male).	Subsequent	investi-
gation	revealed	that	the	Mauremys	had	escaped	from	the	resi-
dence	of	P.C.H.	Pritchard	(PCHP,	to	whom	it	was	returned)	
an	estimated	15	months	earlier.	During	its	period	in	the	wild,	it	
not	only	survived	one	winter	but	also	grew	several	cm	(PCHP,	
pers.	comm.;	rapid	growth	also	evident	from	carapacial	scute	
annulus	pattern).	That	it	thrived	is	not	surprising,	given	that	
northern	Florida	lies	well	within	the	native	latitudinal	limits	
of	the	species.	Only	one	turtle,	the	Slider	(Trachemys scripta),	
occurs	among	the	50	exotic	species	of	amphibians	and	reptiles	
in	Florida	(Meshaka	2011).	This	specimen	represents	the	first	
known	voucher	for	this	species	of	turtle	in	Florida,	only	the	
third	species	and	second	genus	of	the	large	family	Geoemydidae	
(after	two	species	of	Rhinoclemmys),	and	the	140th	verified	
non-indigenous	herpetofaunal	species	in	the	state	(Krysko	et	
al.	2011;	Rochford	et	al.	2011;	K.	Krysko,	pers.	comm.).

The Chinese Stripe-necked Turtle  
(Mauremys sinensis [Gray, 1834]) (Geoemydidae), 

Another Introduced Turtle Species in Florida
Dale	R.	Jackson
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Dorsolateral	and	ventral	views	of	female	Chinese	Stripe-necked	Turtle	(Mauremys sinensis;	UF	166135)	from	Gainesville,	Alachua	County,	Florida.	
Photographs	by	the	author.
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