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On	16	April	2013,	during	annual	turtle	population	sam-
pling	at	Comal	Springs	(Landa	Lake)	in	New	Braunfels,	

Texas	 (29.714917°N,	 -98.135292°W,	 Datum	 WGS84),	
the	authors	collected	and	identified	an	adult	male	(CL	166	
mm)	Yellow-bellied	Slider	(Trachemys scripta scripta;	Fig.	1).	

This	turtle	was	caught	by	hand	while	snorkeling	the	north-
ern	escarpment	side	of	Landa	Lake,	the	headwaters	of	the	
Comal	River.	Photographs	of	the	specimen	were	sent	to	the	
Amphibian	and	Reptile	Diversity	Research	Center	at	 the	
University	of	Texas	at	Arlington (UTA	DC	#s	8054–8056),	
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Fig. 1.	An	adult	male	Yellow-bellied	Slider	(Trachemys scripta scripta;	UF	168594)	captured	during	the	2013	spring	sampling	session	of	a	long-term	moni-
toring	program	at	Comal	Springs	(Landa	Park),	New	Braunfels,	Texas.	Note	the	yellow	cheek	patch	characteristic	of	this	taxon.
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where	Dr.	Carl	 J.	Franklin,	based	on	key	morphological	
characteristics	that	differ	substantially	from	those	of	the	Red-
eared	Slider	(T. s. elegans)	(e.g.,	Conant	and	Collins	1991,	
Buhlmann	et	al.	2008),	 identified	this	turtle	as	a	Yellow-
bellied	Slider.
	 This	subspecies	has	never	been	reported	from	Texas.	Our	
photographic	vouchers	represent	not	only	a	Comal	County	
record	(Dixon	2000,	2012)	but	a	new	record	for	the	state	
of	Texas	(Dixon	2000,	2012).	Several	other	turtles	captured	
during	the	first	year	of	sampling	at	Comal	Springs	also	had	
characteristics	of	Yellow-bellied	Sliders	that	included	large	
yellow	cheek	patches	and	black	plastral	mottling	(Fig.	2).	We	
believe	that	these	individuals	might	be	intergrades	between	
Yellow-bellied	and	Red-eared	Sliders.
	 Many	turtle	species,	including	Red-eared	Sliders,	Yellow-
bellied	Sliders,	and	Mississippi	Map	Turtles	(Graptemys pseu-
dogeographica kohnii),	have	been	widely	sold	throughout	the	
country	by	the	pet	industry	(Krysko	et	al.	2011).	Although	
Yellow-bellied	Sliders	currently	are	not	abundant	in	the	Texas	
pet	trade,	we	believe	that	the	voucher	specimen	is	most	likely	
a	“pet	turtle”	drop	off,	wherein	a	young	turtle	was	purchased	

and	the	owner	subsequently	released	it	into	a	local	waterway.	
This	individual’s	relatively	small	size	(presumably	reflecting	
a	young	age	class)	suggests	that	this	turtle	had	recently	been	
released	at	the	park.	Rose	et	al.	(1998)	reported	a	similar	situ-
ation	in	a	nearby	locality	by	documenting	the	introduction	
of	Florida	Red-bellied	Cooters	(Pseudemys nelsoni)	in	Hays	
County,	Texas.
	 Invasive	species	have	been	a	major	issue	in	Florida	for	
many	years	(Krysko	et	al.	2011).	Although	Texas	has	fewer	
invasive	species	than	Florida,	species	like	the	Yellow-bellied	
Slider	can	pose	serious	ecological	issues.	Introduced	sliders	
could	compete	with	native	species	or,	as	suggested	by	the	
presence	of	putative	hybrids,	compromise	the	genetic	integ-
rity	of	native	Red-eared	Sliders	through	interbreeding.
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Fig. 2. Possible	hybrid	between	native	Red-eared	and	introduced	Yellow-bellied	Sliders	(Trachemys scripta elegans x	T. s. scripta)	showing	characteristics	of	
both	subspecies.	This	turtle	was	captured	during	the	2013	spring	sampling	session	of	a	long-term	monitoring	program	at	Comal	Springs	(Landa	Park),	
New	Braunfels,	Texas.
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