
The Black Spiny-tailed Iguana, Ctenosaura similis Gray 
1831 (Squamata: Iguanidae), is native to many areas in 

North and Central America, from Mexico south to Panama 
(Traveset 1990). This species has been introduced to vari-
ous Caribbean islands, as well as Florida, USA (Krysko et al. 
2003, Kraus 2009). Ctenosaura similis illustrates an ontoge-
netic diet shift; juveniles are primarily carnivorous and adults 
are herbivorous (Montanucci 1968, Fitch and Henderson 
1978, Lee 2000, Krysko et al. 2009). The diet of this invasive 
species on Gasparilla Island, Charlotte and Lee counties, and 
Key Biscayne, Miami-Dade County, Florida, includes mostly 
vegetation, but two vertebrates (native Gopher Tortoise, 
Gopherus polyphemus, and nonnative Bark Anole, Anolis disti-
chus) have been documented (Avery et al. 2009, Krysko et al. 
2009, Stroud and Krysko in press). Herein, we augment our 
knowledge regarding the diet of C. similis on Key Biscayne to 
include the native Southeastern Five-lined Skink, Plestiodon 
inexpectatus Taylor 1932 (Squamata: Scincidae), the only 
skink documented on Key Biscayne (Krysko et al. 2010).
 On 5 May 2013 at 1406 h, we observed an adult female 
Ctenosaura similis (Fig. 1) in leaf litter along a trail at Bill Baggs 
State Park, Key Biscayne (25.674795oN, 80.161332oW, 
WGS84). This C. similis was thrashing around and had an 
adult male Plestiodon inexpectatus in its mouth and quickly 
swallowed it in ca. 1 min. After consuming the skink, within 
ca. 20 sec the C. similis picked up and consumed the skink’s 
tail that must have been broken off in the process of preying 
upon the main body of the smaller lizard. This is the first 
documentation of C. similis consuming Plestiodon inexpecta-

tus. Photographs of this event were deposited (photographic 
vouchers UF 170501) in the Division of Herpetology, Florida 
Museum of Natural History, University of Florida.
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Fig. 1. Adult female nonnative Black Spiny-tailed Iguana (Ctenosaura similis) with captured native Southeastern Five-lined Skink (Plestiodon inexpectatus) 
at Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park, Miami-Dade County, Florida. A. The iguana has captured the skink. B. Consuming the skink. C. Swallowing the 
skink. D. Noticing tail movement on the ground. E. Picking up the tail. F. Swallowing the tail.


