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CONSERVATION AND NATURAL HISTORY

DI

he Bamboo Viper (Trimeresurus stejnegeri stejnegeri

Schmidt, 1925) has a natural distribution that extends
through parts of northern India and Nepal, east through parts
of Indochina to southern China and Taiwan (Pope 1935;
Kuntz 1963; Anonymous 1968; Mao 1993). Throughout its
range, 1. s. stejnegeri tends to inhabit forested and partially
forested habitats, usually near sources of water, in foothill
and mountainous areas (Kuntz 1963; Anonymous 1968).
The typical dorsal coloration of 7. s. stejnegeri ranges from
bright green (Fig. 1) to chartreuse (Kuntz 1963; Anonymous
1968; Mao, 1993), and some individuals exhibit faint darker
green banding (Fig. 2) (Mao and Norval, pers. obs.). In some
rare individuals, a few dorsal scales are white, which creates
a sparse speckled appearance (Mao and Norval, pers. obs.).

Ventral scales are yellowish to lime green and the tail is brick-
red; the iris is red to orange (Kuntz 1963; Anonymous 1968;
Mao 1993). The sexes can be distinguished by the lateral
scales bordering the ventral scales; these are are light yellow
to white in both sexes, but those of males have red edges
(Anonymous 1968; Mao 1993).

On 25 October 2012, the local fire brigade collected
a gravid female 7. s. stejnegeri (Fig. 3) in Kaohsiung City,
Gushan District. The snake had a snout-vent length (SVL),
tail length (TL), and body mass of 440 mm, 95 mm, and 38
g, respectively. Its dorsal coloration was a dull blue-gray with
faint darker gray banding, the belly was light blue, and the
tail was a rusty red. The iris was rusty orange. Apart from the
atypical coloration, the snake appeared to be normal and in

Fig. 1. A male Bamboo Viper (Trimeresurus stejnegeri stejnegeri) in an ambush position. Photograph by Gerrut Norval.

Copyright © 2015. Gerrut Norval. All rights reserved.
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Fig. 3. An atypical blue female Bamboo Viper (7rimeresurus stejnegeri stejnegeri) from Kaohsiung City, Gushan District, Taiwan. Photograph by Jean-Jay Mao.
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healthy condition. The snake gave birth to three neonates on
19 May 2013; all had the usual 7 s. szejnegeri green coloration.

On 25 October 2013, a former staff member of the Animal
and Plant Disease Control Center of Yilan County collected a
male albino 7 s. stejnegeri (Fig. 4) at the Jinlioujay Military Base
in Yilan City. It was initially misidentified as an escaped exotic
pet. The snake had a SVL, TL, and body mass of 384 mm, 91
mm, and 23.2 g, respectively. Its dorsal coloration was bright
yellow, the belly was a lighter yellow, and the tail was orange.
The iris was dark pink. Apart from the atypical coloration, the
snake appeared to be normal and in healthy condition.

In herpetoculture for the pet trade, the cross-breeding of
closely related individuals (inbreeding) is often used to create
new color morphs (Schmidt 1995). For that reason, reporting
the discovery of reptiles with atypical coloration in the wild
is warranted. Although such coloration might be caused by
genetic mutations, it also could be an indication of inbreed-
ing in a small population. As for the snakes described herein,
no further examinations were conducted, so the cause of the
deviations in color is not known. However, if more such atyp-
ically colored individuals are recorded in the wild, a genetic
analysis of the population is warranted. To our knowledge
this is the first reported description of 7. s. stejnegeri with
atypical coloration from the wild in Taiwan.

Fig. 4. An albino male Bamboo Viper (Trimeresurus stejnegeri stejnegeri) from the Jinlioujay Military Base in Yilan City, Taiwan. Photograph by Jean-Jay Mao.
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