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tinther (1858) described Cyclophis calamaria, Boulenger ~ recorded the species from the drier part of Ritigala in Sri

(1890) assigned the species to the genus Ablabes, and ~ Lanka. Fort Ratangad is situated on the Nagar-Nashik bor-
Wall (1921) referred it to Liopeltis. The Calamaria Reed  der in Maharasthra, India. Ratangad is generally dry except in
Snake (Liopeltis calamaria) has been reported in Sri Lankaand ~ June through August during the SW Monsoon. The location
India. In India, this species is found in the Western Ghats as ~ where we observed the snake was about 500 m from a pond,
far north as Matheran, the Tirunelveli Hills, Mysore Plateau, ~ which is the only (albeit inconsistent) source of water at the
Bangalore, Chhota Nagpur (Surguja), and the Almora  fort. The individual was a juvenile, suggesting that the species
District (Smith 1943). These snakes are light brown, grayish-  is native to and reproducing in this area of Nashik, approxi-

brown, or greenish in dorsal coloration, often with two more-  mately 200 km north of its previously known range.
or-less distinct black longitudinal lines, and a uniformly yel-
lowish venter (Boulenger 1890; Smith 1943). Acknowledgements
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Fig. 1. Calamaria Reed Snake (Liopeltis calamaria) collected at Fort Ratangad on the Nagar-Nashik border in Maharasthra, India (19°30°N, 73°41’E;
elevation 1,297 m).




