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Exotic species can impact both the economy and eco-
systems of an introduced range (Pimentel et al. 2005;
Pimentel 2007). By 2010 in Florida, 137 species of non-
native amphibians and reptiles were known to have been
introduced and 56 had become established (Krysko et al.
2011). Many reports of non-native snakes are associated with
urban areas and are presumed to be the result of pets that
are released or escape from human dwellings. However, non-
native snakes are occasionally found in natural areas, present-
ing a special concern for land managers. The Burmese Python
(Python bivittatus), a well-known large constrictor established
in southern Florida, appears to be causing acute declines
in mammalian populations in the Greater Everglades eco-
system, and additional species of constrictors could impose
even greater negative effects in Florida if they became estab-
lished (Reed 2005; Snow et al. 2007; Kraus 2009; Reed and
Rodda 2009; Dorcas et al. 2012; McCleery et al. 2015).

Fig. 1. Adult male Ball Python (Pyzhon regius) captured on 29 November
2014 in Big Cypress National Preserve, Florida.
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Here we report two non-native snakes found approximately
one month apart in the same remote locality in Big Cypress
National Preserve (BCNP), Collier County, Florida.

A camper captured an adult male Ball Python
(Python regius) on 29 November 2014 at 1530 h in
Midway Campground within BCNP (25°50°59.66”N,
80°59°24.11”W). The snake (113 cm SVL, 122 cm TL, 0.998
kg mass; Fig. 1) was discovered in grass adjacent to a paved
road. The captured python was surrendered to a BCNP law
enforcement ranger, who transferred it to the authors. The
snake was alive but appeared lethargic and in extremely poor
condition and was euthanized (Big Cypress National Preserve
Accession # BICY 00351; Catalogue # BICY 14980).

Four weeks later, in the early afternoon of 25 December
2014, BCNP law enforcement officers captured an adult
female Dumeril’s Boa (Acrantophis dumerili) 101 m from
where the Ball Python had been found (25°50°56.54”N,
80°59°22.96”W). Upon capture, the snake (208 cm SVL,
222 ¢cm TL, 7.020 kg mass; Fig. 2) was coiled with its head

Fig 2. Adult female Dumeril’s Boa (Acrantophis dumerili) captured on 25
December 2014 in Big Cypress National Preserve, Florida.
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beneath its body in grass adjacent to brushy vegetation. It was
transferred to the authors, who euthanized it after observing
its inflamed skin, a severe respiratory infection, and overall
lethargy (Big Cypress National Preserve Accession # BICY
00351; Catalogue # 14976).

Neither P. regius nor A. dumerili occur naturally in
Florida. In its native range in central and western Africa,
P. regius inhabits dry grasslands, savannas, and forest edges
(Bauchot 1994; Barker and Barker 20006), whereas A. dumer-
ili is native to the forests of southern Madagascar (Bauchot
1994; Raxworthy 2003). The introduction pathway of both
P. regius and A. dumerili to Florida is almost certainly the
pet trade. Since 2009, 152 sightings of P. regius across 31
Florida counties have been reported, largely from urban and
suburban areas (www.eddmaps.org; Fig. 3). Only four A.
dumerili sightings have been reported to the Early Detection
and Distribution Mapping System, all from densely popu-
lated areas of Miami-Dade County (www.eddmaps.org; Fig.
3). Thus far no evidence suggests that either species has suc-
cessfully reproduced in Florida outside of captivity (Krysko et
al. 2011). Midway Campground is at least thirty miles from
the western edge of the Miami metropolitan area, which
is the nearest major human population center. That both
snakes were captured within one month of each other and
at the same remote locality suggests a single pet-release event
in which the owner(s) may have traveled a long distance to
intentionally release these snakes in a natural area. We do
not know whether the snakes were released in poor health or
became unhealthy following release. We also were unable to
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determine whether additional individuals of these or different
species were released at the same time.
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Fig 3. Maps of Ball Python (Python regius) (left) and Dumeril’s Boa (Acrantophis dumerili) (right) sightings in Florida reported to the Early Detection and
Distribution Mapping System in comparison to the snakes captured on 29 November 2014 and 25 December 2015 in Big Cypress National Preserve, Florida.
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