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Autotomy (tail loss, usually as a defense mechanism) is 
known to occur in many lizards (e.g., Arnold 1988). 

After breakage, tail stubs heal rapidly and regeneration begins 
(Bateman and Fleming 2009). In the process of regeneration, 
vertebrae do not regenerate and are replaced by a cartilaginous 
rod (Alibardi 2009). Two-tailed (bifid, two-pronged) and 
even poly-tailed (polyfid, more than two-pronged) lizards are 
not uncommon (e.g., Bellairs and Bryant 1985). This phe-
nomenon usually occurs when a tail is only partially broken 
and does not detach completely, but is sufficiently broken to 
stimulate new tail growth. Herein, I present two examples of 
bifid tails, one in a House Gecko, Hemidactylus cf. brookii 
(Geckkonidae) and the other in a Sun Skink, Eutropis allapal-
lensis (Mabuyidae), both from Gujarat State, India.
	 On 23 March 2016, I observed an adult gecko 
(Hemidactylus cf. brookii) with a bifid tail from the outskirts 
of Surat City. The anterior tail was normal, with enlarged, 
conical tubercles that were missing on the bifid sections, each 
of which was about 4 cm in length (Fig. 1). A week after the 
initial observation, the left prong was lost. Within two weeks, 
it grew back to about 1.5 cm in length (Fig. 1). On 7 April 
2008, I had observed another adult gecko (Hemidactylus sp.) 
with a bifid tail at the Forest Guest House in Dangs (Fig. 
2). On 28 March 2016, I found an Allapalli Grass Skink 

(Eutropis allapallensis; sometimes considered a synonym of E. 
macularia) with a bifid tail under leaf litter in the Sagai Forest 
Area, Shoolpaneswar Wildlife Sanctuary, Narmada District. 
The skink had a normal tail with a dorsal prong at about mid-
tail (Fig. 3). To the best of my knowledge, these are the first 
records of bifid tails in these species.
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Fig. 2. An adult House Gecko (Hemidactylus sp.) with a bifid tail observed 
at the Forest Guest House, Dangs, Gujarat, India. Photograph © Viral 
Prjapati.

Fig. 1. An adult House Gecko (Hemidactylus cf. brookii; left) with a bifid tail observed in the vicinity of Surat City, Gujarat, India. The same adult gecko 
(right) with a bifid tail after the left prong was lost and subsequently regenerated. Photographs © Dinkash Parmar and Vasudev P. Limbachia.
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Fig. 3. An Allapalli Grass Skink (Eutropis allapallensis) with a bifid tail 
observed at the Sagai Forest Area of Shoolpaneswar Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Narmada District, Gujarat, India. Photograph © Raju Vyas.


