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he Twin-spotted Treefrog (Rhacophorus bipuncratus) is

native to the eastern Himalayan Region of northeast-
ern India (Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Manipur,
Tripura, and Nagaland) and has also been reported from
Bangladesh, Tibet, China, Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia,
Myanmar, and Thailand (Frost 2020). This species inhab-
its tropical and subtropical broadleaf forests at elevations of
80-2,200 m asl (Ahmed et al. 2009). The conservation status
of the species is currently categorized as Least Concern in the
TUCN Red List (Ohler et al. 2008).

The distribution of this species in northeastern India is
well documented (see Devi et al. 2006; Chanda 2007; Ahmed
et al. 2009; Frost 2020). However, the report of the species
from Mizoram by Chanda (2007) is doubtful because the
collection site of “Ukrul” does not occur in Mizoram. That
record was based on three specimens collected on 6 May 1984

by C. Radhakrishnan presumably in the Ukhrul District of

the adjacent State of Manipur. Herein we provide new distri-
butional records for R. bipunctatus in Mizoram, confirming
the presence of the species in the state. Voucher specimens
were deposited in the Departmental Museum of Zoology,
Mizoram University (MZMU).

At 1740 h on 4 July 2011, two females (MZMU 140,
SVL = 44.78 mm; MZMU 141, SVL = 44.97 mm) and a
male (MZMU 142, SVL = 43.66 mm) (Fig. 1) were collected
among trees at Hmuifang (23.75319°N, 93.26283°E; elev.
1,472 m) (Fig. 2) by H.T. Lalremsanga. At 1954 h on 20 April
2016, another male (MZMU 143, SVL = 44.63 mm) and
female (MZMU 144, SVL = 41.56 mm) were collected from
a tree above a roadside canal paralleling National Highway
54 at Hmuifang (23.76917°N, 93.25955°E; elev. 1,475 m)
by H.T. Lalremsanga and Lalengliana. At 2007 h on 20 April
2016, a male MZMU 678, SVL = 53.00 mm) was collected

by Lalengliana from the cement watertank near the tourist

Photographs by H.T. Lalremsanga.

Copyright © 2020. Ht. Decemson. All rights reserved.

Fig. 1. A female Twin-spotted Treefrog (Rhacophorus bipunctatus) (MZMU 140) and the female and a male (MZMU 142) adjacent to a foam nest.
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Fig. 2. Microhabitats of the Twin-spotted Treefrog (Rhacophorus bipunctatus) from different localities in Mizoram, India: Along a stream at Hmuifang Peak
at 1,472 m (left) and in the Dampa Tiger Reserve, Mamit District (right). Photographs by H.T. Lalremsanga (left) and Ht. Decemson (right).

lodge at Hmuifang (23.76307°N, 93.25474°E; elev. 1,483 = 55.62 mm) was collected from a Chayote (Sechium edule)
m). At ca. 2000 h on 20 July 2017, a female (MZMU 1651,  leaf by Lal Biakzuala at ca. 2200 h on 18 April 2019 near
SVL = 40.74 mm) was collected near a construction site at Durtlang, Aizawl District (23.78339°N, 92.72581°E; elev.
Nursery Veng, Aizawl District (23.71655°N, 92.70506°E; 1,204 m). Another male IMZMU 1615, SVL = 59.44 mm)
elev. 846 m) by R. Lalbiakzuala. A male (MZMU 1362, SVL  was encountered on a leaf of a fan palm (Licuala peltata) adja-

cent to a jungle path and collected by Ht. Decemson from

the Teirei Range, Dampa Tiger Reserve, Mamit District
91°14'30"E 92150"E 93°1830°E 94"16'0"E (23.69775°N, 92.40461°E; elev. 725 m) at 1158 h (Fig. 2)
N ASSAM on 18 November 2019. Multiple specimens from different
localities (Fig. 3) confirm the presence of R. bipunctatus in
Mizoram. Nonetheless, additional surveys are necessary to
better understand the distribution of the species in Mizoram
and neighboring states of northeastern India.
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