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he Malabar Tree Toad (Pedostibes tuberculosus) was ini-  almost entirely webbed, and tips of both fingers and toes are
tially described by Giinther in 1875 from Kerala, India. dilated into broad, truncated disks that are smaller on the
The body is slender, the head of moderate size, snout pointed, toes, and the tubercle near the joint is small, with two small,
lores vertical, fingers moderate, depressed, and webbed at the  flat metatarsal tubercles. Coloration in life is brownish above,
base, the first finger is half the length of the second, toes are  sides are dark with white bands running from below the eyes
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Fig. 1. Malabar Tree Toad (Pedostibes tuberculosus) at the Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary, Satara District, Maharashtra, India (elevation 921.5 m).
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to the axilla, an additional white, longitudinal band in the
lumbar region, and a dark-spotted venter.

Pedostibes tuberculosus is endemic to the Western Ghats
of India. It is listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List
(Biju et al. 2004). The species had not been reported from
any part of its known range for a span of more than 100
years since its description until it was rediscovered in 1980 by
S.K. Bhattacharya in the Silent Valley National Park (Pillai
1986). It subsequently has been reported from various loca-
tions in the southern Western Ghats: Palakkad, Ponmudi,
Thiruvananthapuram, Vannathimala, Wayanad, the Aralam
Wildlife Sanctuary, and Kannur in Kerala; the Cotegao
Wildlife Sanctuary, Mollem Goa, Kalakkad, Tirunelveli
Tamil Nadu, and at Jakkanagadde, the Sharavathi River
basin, Shimoga, and Kudremukh National Park in Karnataka
(Dahanukar et al. 2004; Gururaja and Ramachandra 2006;
Dinesh and Radhakrishnan 2008).

On 18 August 2016, we encountered Pedostibes tuber-
culosus (Fig. 1) during an amphibian survey at the Koyna
Wildlife Sanctuary, Satara District, Maharashtra at an eleva-
tion of 921.5 m. This is the first report of the species from
Maharashtra. Extensive field surveys are needed to better
understand the distribution of these toads in the north-
ern Western Ghats; they also are likely to occur within the
Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary, as well as Chandoli National Park,
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Radhanagari, and in parts of Amboli and the Tilari region of
Mabharashtra.

Rainfall was continuous during the survey. At 1930 h
males were calling from the trees, on the ground, and from the
edges of a pond; we recorded calls with a PCM recorder 44 at
100 Hz. The small population was restricted to the immediate
vicinity of the small natural pond near a stream, which was
surrounded with large trees in dense forest. We observed a few
amplecting pairs (Fig. 2), eggs laid at the edges of the pond
(Fig. 3), and noted the presence of three other anuran species:
Ghate’s Shrub Frogs (Raorchestes ghatei) and widely distributed
Common Indian Treefrogs (Polypedates maculatus) and Asian
Common Toads (Duttaphrynus melanostictus).

During that same survey, we noticed intergeneric
amplexus of P. tuberculosus and D. melanostictus. In the first
instance, a male P. tuberculosus was in amplexus with a female
D. melanostictus (Fig. 4). A second sighting involved two male
P. tuberculosus attempting to mate with a single female D.
melanostictus (Fig. 5). Sayyed (2013) had reported intergeneric
amplexus when a male Malabar Gliding Frog (Rhacophorus
malabaricus) attempted to mate with a female Polypedates mac-
ulatus. A photograph on social media shows a male Kalakkad
Treefrog (Rhacophorus calcadensis) in amplexus with a female
R. malabaricus (P. Manoj, 2015, https://www.facebook.com/
photo.php?fbid=1159696284047865&set=a.7305917736

Fig. 2. Amplecting pairs of Malabar Tree Toads (Pedostibes tuberculosus) at the Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary, Satara District, Maharashtra, India.
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Fig. 4. Intergeneric amplexus between a male Malabar Tree Toad (Pedostibes tuberculosus) and a female Asian Common Toad (Duttaphrynus melanostictus).
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Fig. 5. Attempted intergeneric amplexus of two male Malabar Tree Toads (Pedostibes tuberculosus) and a female Asian Common Toad (Dustaphrynus
melanostictus).
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