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he Indian Egg-eating Snake (Elachistodon westermanni

Reinhardt 1863; Fig. 1) might be one of the rar-
est and most poorly studied colubrine snakes of the Indian
Subcontinent (Smith 1943; Daniel 2002). Its distribu-
tion extends from Bangladesh (Reinhardt 1863) to Nepal
(Fleming and Fleming 1974; Mitchell and Zug 1995) and
India (Smith 1943). One of the rarest snakes in southern
Asia (Sharma 2007), this species is listed under Schedule I
of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972. However,
it is listed as being of Least Concern in the IUCN Red List
of Threatened Species (Srinivasulu et al. 2013) “because,
although it is seldom recorded, it has a relatively wide distri-
bution, is tolerant of a broad range of habitats, and because
it is unlikely to be declining fast enough to qualify for listing
in a more threatened category.” At one time, this species was
considered to be extinct by many herpetologists (e.g., Murty
etal. 1993), until Captain et al. (2005) reported the presence
of the species in Maharashtra.

Information pertaining to this species is largely limited
to distributional records, threats, and feeding behavior. The
range in peninsular India includes nine states: Bihar (Blanford
1875), West Bengal (Wall 1913), Uttarakhand (Rosenberg
and Gans 1976), Maharashtra (Captain et al. 2005; Dandge
2008; Nande and Deshmukh 2007; Narayanan 2012;
Deshmukh et al. 2015), Gujarat (Vyas 2006, 2010, 2013,
2016), Madhya Pradesh (Thakur 2011; Sharma 2014),
Punjab (Sharma 2014), Telangana (Vishvanathan 2015),
and Rajasthan (Khandal et al. 2016). Most locality records
are from the dry, arid regions of western India, especially in
Gujarat (Vyas 2006, 2010, 2013), where this species has been
recorded from various microhabitats and different ecoregions
(Vyas 2016). Herein we provide new information about the
distribution and natural history of E. westermanni in Gujarat.
This information is gathered from various sources, includ-
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Fig. 1. An adult Indian Egg-eating Snake (Elachistodon westermanni) from
Gujarat, India. Photograph by Raju Vyas.

ing local snake rescuers, live snakes, and roadkilled specimens
(Table 1; Fig. 2). All information has been confirmed by
photographic evidence, and details for each locality and other

relevant information for each specimen are provided below.

Locality 1. An adult snake at Kangvai, Chikhali, Navsari
District was actively crossing the road, perhaps in search of
food. Surrounding habitat was an expanse of agricultural
fields. Previously, two adults (total lengths = 60.5 and 68 cm)
were recorded nearby at night.

Locality 2. In response to a phone call, a subadult (TL = 45.0
cm) was rescued from the industrial area of Vadiya Village,
Palitanha, Bhavnagar District. The surroundings consisted
of hilly/rocky terrain with scrub vegetation. The snake was
released the next day.
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Table 1. Records of Indian Egg-eating Snakes (Elachistodon westermanni) in Gujarat State, India. Lengths are total lengths.

Locality (location/tehsil/district) Date Length Habitat Source

1 Kangvai, Chikhali, Navsari 15 Mar 45.7 cm Scrubland P. Patel
20°51'30.3"N, 73°11'07.6"E 2015 Crossing road at night

2 Vadiya, Nr. Palitana, Bhavangar 13 Jul 45.0 cm Industrial and agricultural areas, some scrub V. Thakur
21°32'58.83"N, 71°48'21.52"E 2015 Late evening

3 Gujarada, Gariyadhar, Bhavanagar 23 Sep 60.0 cm Agricultural fields V. Thakur
21°26'57.35"N, 71°36'58.96"E 2015 At night

4 Pratapnagar, Chikhali, Navsari Sep 42.7 cm Human habitation S. Patel
20°47'39.0"N, 73°13'17.5"E 2015 Roadkill

5 Netrang, Valia, Bharuch 15 Oct 25.5 cm Mixed agriculture and scrub D. Patel VNC
21°34'42.1"N, 73°11'06.2"E 2015 Roadkill

6 Bardoli, Surat 21 Aug 60.2 cm Human habitation J. Rathod
21°07'10.6"N, 73°05'27.6"E 2016 Rescue (injured)

7 Talala Gir, Gir Somnath 25 Aug 43.5 cm Dry deciduous forest, roadside plantation M. Patel VNC
21°4'22.64"N, 70°32'53.74"E 2016 Crossing road Photo: H. Trivedi

8 Agricultural College Campus 12 Oct 76.5 cm Agricultural field R. Sondarva
Navsari, Navsari 2016 Rescue

20°55'39.8"N, 72°53'51.1"E
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Fig. 2. The distribution of the Indian Egg-eating Snake (Elachistodon wes-
termanni) in Gujarat, India; purple circles indicate new localities (Table 1),
green circles indicate previously reported localities (Vyas 2016).

Locality 3. An adult was rescued from a farmer’s hut at
Gujarada Village, Gariyadhar Tehsil, Bhavnagar District. The
habitat is entirely agricultural. Most local farmers consider
this a venomous species, hence it is locally known as “Padaku
Sap”; elsewhere, “Padaku Sap” is the vernacular name for the
Saw-scaled Viper (Echis carinatus).

Locality 4. A road-killed snake of medium size (SVL = 35.2
cm, tail length = 7.5 cm) was found at night in the newly
developed area of Chikhli Town, Navsari District.
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Locality 5. A small road-killed snake (SVL = 21.0 c¢m, tail
length = 4.5 cm) was found at night near Netrag Village, Valia
Tehsil, Bharuch District. It presumably was crossing the road
from a roadside plantation to a nearby patch of dry deciduous
Teak (7ectona grandis) forest. This left the snake exposed to

passing traffic (Fig. 3). The entire area is a forest preserve with

a roadside plantation. Meristic details are in Table 2.

Fig. 3. A road-killed young Indian Egg-eating Snake (Elachistodon wester-
manni) from Netrang, Bharuch, Gujarat, India. Photograph by D. Patel.
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Table 2. Details of scales and measurements of three Indian Egg-eating Snakes (Elachistodon westermanni). Scale rows were measured one
head-length behind the head, at midbody, and one head-length anterior to the vent.

Specimen 1 Specimen 2 Specimen 3

Location Netrang Bardoli Navsari
SVL (cm) 21.0 50.0 66.0
Tail length (cm) 4.50 10.2 10.5
Body scale rows (smooth) 19:15:15 19:15:15 19:15:15
Supralabials R/L (touch eye) 717 (3 & 4) 717 717
Infralabials R/L 10/11 10/10 10/10
Preoculars 2 1 1
Supraoculars 1 1 1
Postoculars 2 2 2
Temporals (both sides) 2+2 2+2 242

(both to end of parietals) (both to end of parietals) (1st pair not to end of parietals)
Ventrals 197 206 220
Subcaudals (divided) 58 63 60
Cloacal Plate Single Single Single
Sex — — Female
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Locality 6. An adult (SVL = 50 cm, tail length = 10.2 cm)
was rescued from a car showroom in Bardoli Town, Surat
District. Its head was damaged, the missing frontal scale
exposing the skull (Fig. 4). Meristic details are in Table 2.

Locality 7. During the monsoons, a snake was encountered
at night in close proximity to the Gir National Park and
Sanctuary near Talala, Gir Somnath District. This snake was
moving from a roadside forest preserve across a road toward
agricultural fields.

Locality 8. An adult was rescued by a local volunteer from
the campus of the Agricultural College, Navsari City. It was
slender, healthy, and very active. The snake was released the
next day into a nearby field. Meristic details are in Table 2.

Many reports involve road-killed snakes (Captain et al.
2005; Dandge 2008; Vyas 2010, 2013, 2016; Sharma 2014;
Khandal et al. 2016). Dange and Tiple (2016) evaluated vari-
ous threats and considered roads the major factor threatening
the species. Our data include two roadkills and two live snakes
crossing roads, supporting the contention that roadways are
threats second only to habitat loss, alteration, and destruction.

Vyas (2016) reported this species from nine districts
in the state: Bhavnagar (Victoria Park and Jesar), Surat
(Piplod), Amreli (Hindorana), Junagadh (Man-Khetra), Gir-
Somnath (Sasan), Surendranagar (Kharaghoda), Vadodara
(Diwalipura), Rajkot (Gondal), and Panchmahal (Halol).
The records presented herein extend the range to two addi-
tional districts (Navsari and Bharuch) of southern Gujarat,
indicating that these snakes occur essentially statewide in
Gujarat, excluding only the dry, most arid areas of the Kutch
District.
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