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uccessful reproduction in anurans is facilitated by com- ~ (NTNC-BCC) office camp in Suaraha, Chitwan National

munication cues such as visual displays or audible calls. ~ Park (27°34’35.39”N, 84°29’48.55”E). Both species are
Such communication strategies should reflect species-specific ~ abundant at the NTNC-BCC during the monsoon season.
aspects of morphology, courtship posture, chemical signals, =~ We observed the pair in amplexus for more than 15 min
vocalization and a degree of sexual dimorphism (Bowcock  and deposited a photographic voucher [ZRC(IMG) 1.122]
et al. 2008). However, such cues are not always effective, at the Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum, National
leading some anuran males to attempt to mate with females ~ University of Singapore. We did not observe any other inci-
or males of other species, and even with inanimate objects  dents of interspecific amplexus during our survey in July—
(e.g., Banta 1914; Storm 1960; Pearl et al. 2005; Mollov et~ August 2017.

al. 2010; Simovik et al. 2014). Incidents of interspecific and Because P. taeniatus and P. maculatus are closely related
multiple amplexus (several males attempting to mate with the  species in the family Rhacophoridae, hybridization might be
same female) may be most common among explosive breed-  possible. We were unable to determine if the female depos-

ers due to the short breeding period and high numbers of
competing males at a breeding site (Wells 2007; Lomarrdo et
al. 2016). Cases of interspecific and multiple amplexus have
been reported in several amphibians (e.g., Ayres 2008; Vivek
et al. 2014; Shahrudin 2016), but have not been reported
from Nepal. Herein we document interspecific amplexus
between Polypedates taeniatus and P. maculatus.

The Six-lined Treefrog, Polypedates taeniatus (Boulenger
1908), is a small, slender bush frog typically with six lon-
gitudinal black dorsal stripes (Schleich and Kastle 2002).
In Chitwan National Park, calling males aggregate in open
grasslands during monsoons (Bhattarai et al. 2017), where
they occur sympatrically with the larger Chunam Treefrog,
Polypadates maculatus (Gray 1830).

During a herpetological survey at 2145 h on 1 August
2017, we observed a male P. taeniatus in amplexus with a
female P. maculatus (Fig. 1) on Signal Grass (Brachiria sp.)

Fig. 1. Interspecific amplexus between a male Six-lined Treefrog

. . (Polypedates taeniatus; top) and a female Chunam Treefrog (P. macula-
ata helght of 1.5 m above the ground at the National Trust tus; bottom) in Chitwan National Park, Nepal [ZRC(IMG) 1.122].

for Nature Conservation-Biodiversity Conservation Center ~ Photograph by Santosh Bhattarai.

Copyright © 2018. Santosh Bhattarai. All rights reserved. 29 IRCF Reptiles & Amphibians ISSN 1098-6324



BHATTARAI ET AL.

ited eggs. Sympatry in pairs of Polypedates species is com-
mon, but we are unaware of any molecular studies that have
documented introgression. We suggest detailed reproductive
and molecular studies in order to document potential genetic
similarity of these phylogenetically close species.
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