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The Beaked Wormsnake (Grypotyphlops acutus), one of the 
largest Asian wormsnakes (e.g., Whitaker and Captain 

2004; Dasgupta et al. 2009), is endemic to peninsular India. 
These snakes can readily be distinguished, even by an ama-
teur, from all other Indian scolecophidians due to their large 
conical bodies and distinctive head profiles (e.g., Duméril and 
Bibron 1844; Smith 1943; Wallach 1994). The biology and 
population trends of typhlopid snakes, including G. acutus, 
are little known (e.g., Srinivasalu et al. 2013; Hedges et al. 
2014), which is largely attributable to their fossorial habits.
 Wallach (1994), Dasgupta et al. (2009), Ingle (2011), 
Nitin et al. (2012), Bhubathy and Sathishkumar (2013), and 

Pyron and Wallach (2014) considered G. acutus to be rare 
and unusual, although the species has been categorized as 
being of Least Concern on the IUCN Red List (Srinivasalu et 
al. 2013). We suggest that this discrepancy is a consequence 
of Srinivasalu et al. (2013) relying heavily on the earlier litera-
ture when, in fact, recent surveys in the known range of the 
species have only rarely encountered this species.
 At 1230 h on 16 March 2017, during a carnivore-sign 
survey conducted by the World Wildlife Fund, India, we 
encountered an adult Beaked Wormsnake (Fig. 1) beneath 
a rock in Kallampalayam Beat in the Sathyamangalam Tiger 
Reserve (11°34'N, 76°59'E; Fig. 2). We did not collect the 

Fig. 1. The adult Beaked Wormsnake (Grypotyphlops acutus) from the Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve in Southern India. Photograph by Ashay Khandekar.
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snake, which was identified on the basis of our experience 
with the species and the existing literature (e.g., Smith 1943; 
Whitaker and Captain 2004; Hedges et al. 2014). We took 
photographs, measurements (SVL = 32.3 cm, TL = 0.6 cm), 
and recorded the location (11°34'26"N, 76°52'54"E; elev. 
391 m asl), microhabitat (open grass land), and macrohabitat 
(scrub-jungle).
 Due to the paucity of recent records, we believe that this 
species might well be in decline. Consequently, any con-
firmed locality records and information on natural history 
and conservation threats are necessary to accurately evaluate 
its current conservation status.
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Fig. 2. A locality of a Beaked Wormsnake (Grypotyphlops acutus) in the Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve in Southern India.


