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The Spot-legged Treefrog (Polypedates megacephalus), also 
known as the Hong Kong Whipping Frog, is abundant 

and widely distributed in tropical and subtropical central, 
southern, and southwestern China (including Hong Kong), 
northeastern India, northern Vietnam, and Thailand. It may 
also occur in Myanmar and Laos (Frost 2018; Lau 2009). 
These frogs occupy a wide range of habitats, including dis-
turbed areas such as those converted to agricultural use and 
near human habitation. It breeds in still water. Foam nests 

have been found to contain 300–400 eggs and often are in 
shallow, still water, typically attached to emergent vegetation 
(Christy et al. 2007). Little is known about scavenging behav-
ior in larval treefrogs, although Street et al. (2013) reported 
tadpoles of Osteopilus septentrionalis (Hylidae) scavenging on 
insects. Herein we report larval Polypedates megacephalus scav-
enging on a frog carcass.
	 At 2125 h on 31 May 2017, during a field survey 
at Sakaerat Biosphere Reserve, Thailand (14.50299°N, 
101.94901°E; WGS 84), we observed P. megacephalus tad-
poles scavenging on the remains of a frog floating in a fresh-
water tank (Fig. 1A) with a diameter of approximately 1 m 
and a depth of 12.7 cm. We identified the tadpoles on the 
basis of their gray coloration, oval head and body shape, lat-
eral eyes, silver-white venter, narrowly pointed tail fin, and 
downward-directed mouth. We initially observed a large 
group of tadpoles trying to feed on the carcass of the frog, but 
as the scavenging continued, only a few individuals were able 
to feed at a time (Fig. 1B). The scavenging continued for 32 h 
until the carcass was essentially gone. We were unable to iden-
tify the frog from the carcass as the body was at an advanced 
stage of decomposition when first encountered (Fig. 1C). To 
our knowledge, this is the first report of scavenging by larval 
P. megacephalus.
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Fig. 1. Larval Polypedates megacephalus scavenging an unidentified frog carcass 
(A); closeup showing a tadpole scavenging the carcass (B & C). Note the 
advanced state of decomposition of the frog. Photographs by Krunal Trivedi.
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