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On the night of 15 March 2018, Llewelyn Kellman, an 
employee at the Baker’s Bay Ocean and Golf Club on 

Great Guana Cay, Abaco, The Bahamas (26°41’10.73”N, 
77°8’44.43”W), noticed a strange anuran near a pond adja-
cent to a fruit orchard. He sent photographs to a co-worker 
(the second author), who asserted that they were South 
American Cane Toads (Rhinella marina). The photographs 
then were sent to the first author, who confirmed the iden-
tification of the animal. The female toad was retrieved by the 
first author on 3 May 2018 from the edge of a freshwater pond 
(26°41’48.36”N, 77°9’36.29”W) and euthanized. Subsequent 
monitoring revealed no other toads, egg masses, or tadpoles.

	 South American Cane Toads are native to South America 
but have been introduced to various countries around the 
world, including Australia, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Guyana, 
Martinique, Jamaica, Grenada, and Barbados (e.g., Shine 
2010; Beard et al. 2018). South American Cane Toads secrete 
powerful skin toxins that can be fatal if ingested by a puta-
tive predator; consequently, these invasive toads can present a 
substantial threat to native wildlife (e.g., Shine 2010; Wilson 
et al. 2011). Because of its ability to successfully colonize new 
habitats and the danger it poses to native wildlife, the South 
American Cane Toad is considered one of the most invasive 
animals on earth (Lowe et al. 2000). 

I N T R O D U C E D  S P E C I E S

Fig. 1. Female South American Cane Toad (Rhinella marina) encountered at Bakers Bay Resort and Ocean Club on Great Guana Cay, Abaco, The 
Bahamas, on 15 March 2018 (left); the senior author with a female South American Cane Toad captured in the same area where it was originally located. 
Photographs by Llewelyn Kellman (left) and Dr. Livingstone Marshall (right).

IRCF Reptiles & Amphibians ISSN 1098-6324



161

	 IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  25(2):160–161 •  AUG 2018

	 South American Cane Toads were first seen in The 
Bahamas on a private property on Treasure Cay, Abaco in 
2006. That individual was captured and destroyed. In 2009, 
a toad sighting was confirmed on Baker’s Bay, Great Guana 
Cay, also in the Abacos. Photographs were sent to Sandra 
Buckner, who confirmed its identity. Since 2009, no other 
sightings have been reported at Baker’s Bay. Another con-
firmed sighting of South American Cane Toads in The 
Bahamas was on 15 June 2011 on New Providence, when a 
gardener working at a private residence at Lyford Cay, a gated 
community in the western section of the island, saw the toads. 
Photographs again were sent to Sandy Buckner, who con-
firmed their identity. In 2013, large numbers of toads were 
seen in the Lyford Cay community. That toad population 
appears to be confined to the gated community, where active 
monitoring and removal has been occurring since 2013. 
Although we do not know how South American Cane Toads 
arrived in the areas mentioned, their introductions are most 
likely the result of unchecked shipping containers carrying 
plants from other countries.
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