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The Cuban Brown Anole (Anolis sagrei; Fig. 1) is native to 
The Bahamas, Cuba, and possibly Little Cayman Island 

(Powell et al. 2011), but its distribution has been vastly extended 
in past decades, mostly due to anthropogenic introductions 
through cargo-containing ornamental plants and/or building 
materials, tourism, and the pet trade (Powell et al. 2011; Tan 
and Lim 2012). Anolis sagrei has now established breeding pop-
ulations beyond its native range in (but not limited to) Barbados 
(Fields and Horrocks 2009), Ecuador (Amador et al. 2017), 
Grenada (Greene et al. 2002), Hawaii (e.g., Mautz and Schaffer 
2001), 11 mainland US states (Granatosky and Krysko 2013 
and references therein), Jamaica (Williams 1969), Singapore 
(Tan and Lim 2012), St. Barthélemy (Questel 2018), St. Lucia 
(Morton and Cox 2011), St. Maarten (Fläschendräger 2010), 
St. Vincent (Treglia et al. 2008); Taiwan (Norval et al., 2002), 
and the Turks and Caicos (Burgess 2012).
	 The Anguilla Bank Tree Anole (Anolis gingivinus; Fig. 
1) is the only anole native to Anguilla, although a popula-
tion of the North American Green Anole (A. carolinensis) was 
documented in Hodge et al. (2003). In 2015, two adult male 
A. sagrei were discovered behind the Anguilla Department 
of Agriculture (18.21729°N, 63.05432°W; WGS 84) and 
another was observed 400 m from that location (Williams 

and Carter 2015). However, whether A. sagrei had established 
a breeding population on Anguilla remained unclear.
	 On 7 March 2018, we located and identified six juve-
nile, three adult male, and two adult female A. sagrei dur-
ing a 30-minute survey on the grounds of the La Vue Hotel 
(18.19378°N, 62.09426°W; WGS 84), approximately 5.6 
km from the Department of Agriculture. We also visited the 
surrounding grounds of the Department of Agriculture and 
observed two adult males, one adult female, and five juveniles 
in 30 minutes, often in close proximity to native A. gingivi-
nus (Fig. 2). Identification of the species was confirmed from 
photographs by R. Powell.
	 We now can confirm that A. sagrei has established at least 
two breeding populations on Anguilla. They most likely are 
a consequence of ornamental plant imports and distribution 
across the island by the Department of Agriculture (Williams 
and Carter 2015).
	 A more extensive island-wide survey should be conducted 
in order to map and monitor the spread of A. sagrei. This 
species is known to have negative effects on native anoles (A. 
carolinensis) in Florida (e.g., Campbell 2000). Determining 
what if any effects it might have on A. gingivinus is of critical 
importance.

I N T R O D U C E D  S P E C I E S

Fig. 1. An adult male Cuban Brown Anole (Anolis sagrei; left) photographed on 7 March 2018 on Anguilla; an adult male Anguilla Bank Tree Anole (Anolis 
gingivinus; right). Photographs by Tim van Wagensveld.
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Fig. 2. A juvenile Anguilla Bank Tree Anole (Anolis gingivinus; right) in 
close proximity to a young female Cuban Brown Anole (A. sagrei; left) on 
a tree stump on the grounds of the Department of Agriculture, Anguilla (7 
March 2018). Photograph by Tim van Wagensveld.


