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CONSERVATION AND NATURAL HISTORY

DI

he Northern House Gecko (Hemidactylus flaviviridis; Fig,.

1) is a nocturnally active human commensal (Das 2002;
Daniel 2002). For 15-20 min beginning at 1242 h on 18
May 2017 at the Sariska Campus, Sadar Beat, Sariska Tiger
Reserve, Rajasthan, India (27°23’16.8"N, 7622°33.6”E; Fig.
2), we observed a juvenile Northern House Gecko shuttling
at 45-50-sec intervals in and out of the water in an artificial
pool constructed as a watering hole for animals in the semi-
arid landscape. Ambient temperature was 44.3 °C and the
water temperature was 40.5 °C. The body temperature of the
lizard was 40.8 °C while the head and body were in the water
and 2.2 °C warmer when dry. We saw no evidence of drink-
ing while the gecko was in the water.

The fact that nocturnal geckos such as H. flaviviridis
would rarely encounter such an extremely high ambient
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Fig. 1. The juvenile Northern House Gecko (Hemidactylus flaviviridis)
that had been shuttling in and out of the water of an artificial pool in

the Sariska Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan, India. Photograph by Debaprasad
Sengupta.
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temperature and the lower body temperature of the lizard
in the water suggest that this behavior was thermoregula-
tory in nature. Veeranagoudar et al. (2010) documented
similar behavior by a gravid South Indian Rock Agama
(Psammaophilus dorsalis). To the best of our knowledge, this is
the first report of a gecko using an artificial pool to thermo-
regulate.
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Fig. 2. Google Earth® image of the Sariska Tiger Reserve in Rajasthan,
India and the locality of the observation described herein.
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