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CONSERVATION AND NATURAL HISTORY

our of the 80 currently recognized species of monitor lizards ~ 2002). Although protected under Schedule I of the Indian
(genus Varanus; commonly referred as “Goh” in Hindi) ~ Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and the fact that populations
occur in India (Uetz et al. 2018). The most abundant and  are declining throughout the species’ range, it was assessed as
widely distributed is the Indian Monitor (V. bengalensis; Daniel ~ being of Least Concern for the [IUCN Red List (Papenfuss et
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Fig. 1. Indian Monitors (Varanus bengalensis) engaged in a ritualized combat bout in the Sariska Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan, India. Photographs by
Debaprasad Sengupta.
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Fig. 2. Google Earth® image of the Sariska Tiger Reserve in Rajasthan,
India and the locality of the observation described herein.

al. 2010). Threats include habitat destruction and illegal and
extensive exploitation. Adults are hunted for food and skins
and the fat is used in traditional medicine (Varadaraju 2013).
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Male monitors engage in ritualized combat (e.g.,
Auffenberg 1981). At 1648 h on 3 October 2017, we
observed two adult male V. bengalensis (total length approx.
130 cm) engage in a combat bout (Fig. 1) along the Kabri
jeep road in the Sariska Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan, India
(27°19°38.8"N, 76°23°4.7”E; Fig. 2) at an elevation of 456
m asl. The bout lasted 43 min and 13 sec, during which the
combatants paused only twice for less than 2 min on each
occasion. Combat ended when one male knocked the head of
the other on the ground. The longest known combat dance
reported in the literature lasted 1.5 h (Daniel 2002).
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