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At 1159 h on 21 August 2015, the lead author encountered 
two geckos on the corner of a wall leading to the bar and 

dining area of the Towne Hotel in Nassau, New Providence, 
The Bahamas. Initially thinking that they were Tropical 
House Geckos (Hemidactylus mabouia), a non-native spe-
cies already established in The Bahamas, upon closer inspec-
tion, the animals appeared to be different. He captured and 
photographed them and sent the photographs to Dr. Robert 
Powell for identification. He in turn sent the images to Drs. 
Aaron Bauer and Dan Scantlebury. All agreed that the lizards 
in question were Mourning Geckos, Lepidodactylus lugubris 
(Duméril and Bibron 1836), a non-native parthenogenetic 
gekkonid native to the tropical Pacific (e.g., Werner 1980; 
Krysko and Krysko 2016). 
 Earlier that same year, the second author received and 
recorded a Mourning Gecko brought to her by the third author, 
who had collected it on New Providence on 9 February 2015. 
More recently, on 27 July 2016, the latter heard these geckos 
vocalizing at his home on New Providence. The specimens 
collected by the second and third authors and photographs of 
those and the more recently encountered lizards (Fig. 1) were 
deposited in the Herpetology Division of the Florida Museum 
of Natural History, University of Florida (UF 177719–22).

 The first published report of the Mourning Gecko 
in The Bahamas was on North Bimini in March 2016 
(Krysko and Mackenzie-Krysko 2016). Although unsure 
how those geckos arrived in The Bahamas, like those found 
in the Towne Hotel, they probably were introduced inad-
vertently on plants brought into the Bahamas from out-
side sources or in cargo (Krysko and Mackenzie-Krysko 
2016). This species has become widely established in vari-
ous locations in the Western Hemisphere (e.g., Daza et al. 
2012; Henderson and Breuil 2012; Jiménez and Abarca 
2015; Alonso Bosch and Borroto Páez 2017; Lorvelec et al. 
2017). The Mourning Gecko is the second parthenogenetic 
gecko introduced onto New Providence Island, where the 
Indo-Pacific Gecko (Hemidactylus garnotii) was discovered 
in 1992 (Meshaka 1995).
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Fig. 1. Mourning Geckos (Lepidodactylus lugubris) encountered at the Towne Hotel in Nassau, New Providence, The Bahamas. Photographs by Scott 
Johnson.
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