
	 IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  26(1):42  •  APR 2019

First Record of an Indian Roofed Turtle, 
Pangshura tecta (Gray 1830),  

from Delhi, India
Gaurav Barhadiya and Faiyaz A. Khudsar

Centre for Environmental Management of Degraded Ecosystems, School of Environmental Studies,  
University of Delhi, Delhi - 110 007, India (Gaurav7wild7@gmail.com)

42

IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  VOL15, NO 4  •  DEC 2008 189TABLE OF CONTENTS

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E S

 Chasing Bullsnakes (Pituophis catenifer sayi) in Wisconsin: 
On the Road to Understanding the Ecology and Conservation of the Midwest’s Giant Serpent ...................... Joshua M. Kapfer 190

 The Shared History of Treeboas (Corallus grenadensis) and Humans on Grenada: 
A Hypothetical Excursion ............................................................................................................................Robert W. Henderson 198

R E S E A R C H  A R T I C L E S

 The Texas Horned Lizard in Central and Western Texas .......................  Emily Henry, Jason Brewer, Krista Mougey, and Gad Perry 204
 The Knight Anole (Anolis equestris) in Florida 

 .............................................Brian J. Camposano, Kenneth L. Krysko, Kevin M. Enge, Ellen M. Donlan, and Michael Granatosky 212

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A L E R T

 World’s Mammals in Crisis  .............................................................................................................................................................   220
 More Than Mammals  ......................................................................................................................................................................   223
 The “Dow Jones Index” of Biodiversity  ...........................................................................................................................................   225

H U S B A N D R Y

 Captive Care of the Central Netted Dragon  ....................................................................................................... Shannon Plummer 226

P R O F I L E

 Kraig Adler: A Lifetime Promoting Herpetology  ................................................................................................ Michael L. Treglia 234

C O M M E N T A R Y

 The Turtles Have Been Watching Me  ........................................................................................................................ Eric Gangloff 238

B O O K  R E V I E W

 Threatened Amphibians of the World edited by S.N. Stuart, M. Hoffmann, J.S. Chanson, N.A. Cox, 
R. Berridge, P. Ramani, and B.E. Young  ..............................................................................................................  Robert Powell 243

 CONSERVATION RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Conservation Research Reports  .................................  245
 NATURAL HISTORY RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Reports on Natural History .................................  247
 NEWBRIEFS  ......................................................................................................................................................................................  248
 EDITORIAL INFORMATION  .....................................................................................................................................................  251
 FOCUS ON CONSERVATION:   A Project You Can Support  ...............................................................................................  252

Front Cover. Shannon Plummer.
Totat et velleseque audant mo 
estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 
aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 
moditia erere nonsedis ma sectiatur 
ma derrovitae voluptam, as quos 
accullabo.

Back Cover. Michael Kern
Totat et velleseque audant mo 

estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 

aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 

moditia erere nonsedis ma sectia-
tur ma derrovitae voluptam, as

IR
C

F

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
C O N S E R V AT I O N  A N D  N AT U R A L  H I S T O R Y

Copyright © 2019. Gaurav Barhadiya. All rights reserved. 

WWW.IRCF.ORG/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANSJOURNAL

Indian Roofed Turtles (Pangshura tecta) are fully aquatic 
and inhabit freshwater with plenty of aquatic vegetation, on 

which these herbivorous turtles feed (Baruah et al. 2016). It is 
a less active species and comparatively a poor swimmer. Little 
is known about this relatively weak swimmer’s breeding hab-
its other than clutches typically consist of 4–10 eggs (Baruah 
et. al 2016). The species is widely distributed in northern 
India, but has not been reported from Delhi (Husain 1997).
	 In September 2018, we encountered a turtle with charac-
ters of P. tecta (Fig. 1) in Serpentine Lake of the Kamla Nehru 
Ridge, Delhi (28°40’50’’N, 77°13’01’’E). Vegetation on the 
Kamla Nehru Ridge is a combination of dry thorny scrub 
dominated by species of Acacia and moist deciduous forest 
(Barhadiya 2016). We recorded morphological characters 
as follows: plastron length = 8.2cm; head moderately small 
and pointed; carapace elevated and oval with a distinct red 
vertebral keel that was spiked on vertebral III; neck with dis-
tinct yellow stripes, reddish crescent-shaped markings behind 
the eyes; fore- and hindlimbs spotted; digits webbed. Based 
on descriptions in Smith (1933), Hossain et al. (2013), and 
Baruah et al. (2016), we confirmed the identity of the turtle 
as P. tecta. This is the first record of the species from Delhi.
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Fig. 1. Indian Roofed Turtle (Pangshura tecta) found in Serpentine Lake, 
Kamla Nehru Ridge, Delhi, India. Photographs by Gaurav Barhadiya.


