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elatively little is known about habitat use by the Greater

Windward Skink (Copeaglossum aurae), which occurs on
the St. Vincent and Grenada Banks in the Lesser Antilles, on
Trinidad and Tobago, and possibly on the Peninsula de Paria
(Sucre, Venezuela). Hedges and Conn (2012) noted that ear-
lier information pertaining to this species (e.g., Daudin and
de Silva 2007, 2011; Henderson and Powell 2009; Malhotra
and Thorpe 1999; Murphy 1997) was likely compromised
by confusion between the sympatric Greater and Lesser
Windward Skinks (Marisora aurulae), which were considered
conspecific, usually under the name Mabuya mabouya, until
Hedges and Conn (2012) reviewed the skinks of Caribbean
islands.

Murphy et al. (2013) noted that these skinks are fre-
quently above the ground in trees, bushes, or on anthropo-

genic structures, suggesting that they are arboreal. They listed
a number of observations of individuals on Trinidad and
Tobago that were above the ground and provided additional
evidence of arboreality in the form of photographs of an indi-
vidual being eaten by a Brown Vinesnake (Oxybelis aeneus)
and two skinks in copula on the trunk of a tree. However,
additional observations of these skinks on the ground in leaf
litter and under rocks and logs in open forested habitats indi-
cated that they are not entirely arboreal.

In the most recent guide to the amphibians and reptiles
of Trinidad & Tobago, Murphy et al. (2018) stated that these
skinks are found in forested and disturbed areas, where they
use a variety of habitats but often are on vertical surfaces.
They went on to indicate that the species “is mostly arboreal;
but may sleep on the ground.”

R.A. Sajdak.
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Fig. 1. An adult Greater Windward Skink (Copeoglossum aurae) sleeping on a thorny Acacia branch on Carriacou (Grenada Grenadines). Photographs by
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Fig. 2. An adult Greater Windward Skink (Copeoglossum aurae) on the trunk of a tree with numerous cavities on Carriacou (Grenada Grenadines).

Photographs by R.A. Sajdak.

Henderson and Powell (2018) lacked data for habitat asso-
ciations on St. Vincent but noted the presence of the species
in agricultural land and deciduous forests/thorny scrub on the
Grenada Bank. Citing observations that might have included
Marisora aurulae, which appears to be less arboreal, they stated
that “although they will ascend into bushes and trees, skinks
are largely ground-dwelling.” However, confirmed sightings
of C. aurae in the Grenadines included an individual in the
rafters of an abandoned shed on Union and another 2 m above
the ground in a hole in a rotting tree on Mustique.

At about 2000 h during a rainy evening in dry scrub on
Carriacou (Grenada Grenadines), we encountered an adult
Greater Windward Skink sleeping on a thorny branch of an
Acacia (Fig. 1) about 2.1 m above the ground. The next morn-
ing at about 1100 h in deciduous forest at another site on
Carriacou, we found another individual about 0.9 m above the
ground on a tree trunk with numerous cavities (Fig. 2), into
one of which it eventually retreated. These observations provide
additional evidence of arboreality in C. aurae, including the first
record of an individual sleeping on an exposed branch much
like many species of anoles (e.g., Henderson and Powell 2009).
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