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MacClelland’s Coralsnake (Sinomicrurus macclellandi) is 
widely distributed across northeastern India, Nepal, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, northern Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, 
China, Japan, and Taiwan (Uetz et al. 2020). Of the three 
currently recognized subspecies, S. m. univirgatus has been 
reported from Darjeeling-Sikkim Himalaya at elevations of 
1,000–2,000 m asl (Uetz et al. 2020), where it occurs primar-
ily in damp, humid mountain forests with thick humus floors 
and feeds on other reptiles (Jha and Thapa 2002). This ven-
omous elapid is protected under Schedule IV of the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act of India (1991) and is classified as Near 

Threatened in Japan (Ota 2000), but has not been assessed 
for the IUCN Red List.
	 At about 1620 h on 13 September 2014, I observed a 
fight between two adult MacClelland’s Coralsnakes on a 
footpath some 10 m from the nearest house in a residen-
tial area of Darjeeling, West Bengal, India (27.039268°N, 
88.357546°E; elev. 1,580 m). The two entwined individu-
als were almost equal in size and were locked in mouth-
to-mouth combat for the entire duration of the observed 
fight (Fig. 1). Entwinement is a component of stereotypical 
snake combat behavior (Lowe 1948). Both would periodi-
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Fig. 1. Sequence of images documenting a fight between two MacClelland’s Coralsnakes (Sinomicrurus macclellandi) in Darjeeling, West Bengal, India. 
Photographs by the author.
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cally flip during the fight, exposing their venters, but would 
also lay motionless and appear to be resting for minutes 
at a time. I later learned from a villager that the fight had 
started around 1400 h, over two hours prior to my arrival. 
I observed the fight until 1700 h, by which time many vil-
lagers had gathered.
	 The motivation for the fight is unknown. It might have 
been an attempt at cannibalism or it could have been a rit-
ual struggle between two males (Lowe 1948), such as those 
observed in Australian elapids (Fleay 1937, 1951; Hosmer 
1953; Baker 1969; Carpenter 1977, 1986; Shine and Allen 
1980; Shine et al. 1981) as well as some boids, colubrids, and 
viperids (Carpenter 1977, 1986; Shine et al. 1981).
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Fig. 1. Continued.


